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How to Use the Devotionals (Power Packs) 🎮
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These devotionals are like power packs for your soul—but they’re not one-time use items. Don’t just read and move on. For maximum impact, spend a full week on each one. Memorize the featured verse like it’s your key combo. Read the whole chapter—it’s like unlocking the full story behind the mission. Want bonus XP? Watch the related book overview on The Bible Project via YouTube to boost your Bible knowledge.

These pages aren’t written in invisible ink or hidden lore—you can revisit them anytime. The more you engage, the stronger your spiritual stats become.

Over time, you’ll build solid habits—daily Bible reading, consistent prayer, and connecting with a church squad. You may even find sermons that feel like boss battles designed just for your level.

Following Jesus isn’t always easy. There will be epic wins, long grind sessions, and yes. A few disappointments. Stay focused on Christ, press forward, and remember: the ultimate reward isn’t just a cutscene—it’s eternal life with God. Totally worth the quest. 
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The Roman Road: Problem, Consequence, Solution
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The Roman Road is a step-by-step guide through key verses in the book of Romans that clearly explains the Gospel. It walks us through the Problem, the Consequence, and God’s Solution—ending with our personal Response.

Problem – We’ve All Sinned

Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Every one of us has missed the mark. Like failing a mission in a game, we’ve broken God’s perfect standard. No one is exempt—we all need help.

Consequence – Sin Brings Death

Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Sin doesn’t just hurt us—it separates us from God and leads to spiritual death. But God offers a better ending: a free gift—eternal life through Jesus.

Solution – Jesus Paid the Price

Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

God didn’t wait for us to fix ourselves. Jesus stepped in while we were still broken, taking our place. That’s the power of love and grace.

Our Response – Believe, Call, and Follow

Romans 10:9 – “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Romans 10:13 – “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

The only right response is faith. Calling on Jesus means more than repeating a prayer —it means declaring Him as Lord, believing in His resurrection, and choosing to follow Him. It’s not only a cry for rescue—it’s a lifelong commitment to walk in His ways.
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🎮 LEVEL UP: A 52-Week Devotional Journey for Christian Gamers.
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What follows is a collection of 52 devotions designed to guide you through an entire year of spiritual growth and understanding. The first ten devotions give you a strong foundation, exploring who Jesus is, why faith matters, and how Scripture shapes your daily walk. These set the groundwork, helping you understand your identity in Christ and your purpose in God’s Kingdom.

Next, you will dive into devotions on spiritual warfare. These devotions remind you that as a believer, you are on the winning team. They will help you recognize spiritual battles, understand the armor of God, and stand firm in faith, knowing Christ has already secured your victory.

The following devotions focus on relationships and community, teaching how to love others, forgive, and build one another up in faith. You will learn how vital it is to walk alongside others, encouraging each other as part of the body of Christ.

Then, you will explore devotions on living out the Gospel, learning how to reflect Christ in your actions, words, and choices. These entries will encourage you to be a light in your community and to share God’s love in practical ways.

Finally, you will reflect on living for eternity, focusing on heaven, hope, and the promises God has given for your future.

Scattered throughout the devotions, you’ll discover “Easter eggs” filled with interesting tidbits about video games, missionaries, and other fascinating facts about Christianity.

Remember to spend a week on each devotion. This slow, intentional pace allows the Scriptures and reflections to shape your heart and actions. After one year, you will not only have read 52 devotions but will also have a clearer, deeper understanding of what it means to live as a Christian in a world that needs God’s love.
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🎮 Week 1 Start Game – Press Start
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“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” II Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

If you’ve ever played a game with a “New Game+” mode, you know it’s a whole new experience. You might carry over some skills, but the world looks different, the challenges are deeper, and you play with fresh eyes. Becoming a Christian is a lot like stepping into New Game+—but for real. 

In II Corinthians 5:17, Paul tells us that when we “belong to Christ,” we become a new person. That means the old version of us—our past mistakes, our sins, our failures—has been deleted. Gone. God doesn’t hit the reset button to  give you another shot at the same game. No, He creates a brand new version of you. One that’s alive with purpose, grace, and power.

Think of your past life like the tutorial level—full of trial and error, some poor choices, maybe even rage quits.  Now, as a follower of Jesus, you’ve entered into the real mission. You’re not playing solo anymore either. Christ is your Co-Op partner, your Guide, your ultimate Healer and Redeemer. The Holy Spirit becomes your in-game HUD—always guiding, warning, and helping you level up in faith.

Your character Isn’t just upgraded; you’re transformed. That toxic speech you used to say? It’s being replaced with truth and kindness. The secret sins that controlled you? They’re being swapped out for righteousness. You’re not grinding for your worth anymore—you already have it in Jesus.

So how do you walk in this “new creation” status? Stay in the Word – Your Bible is your strategy guide. Use it daily. Connect with Other Players – fellowship with other believers sharpens your walk. Pray Constantly – Keep the comms. open with your Heavenly Commander. Leave the Old Save Behind – Don’t go back to what Christ freed you from.

Remember, you’re not the same player anymore. You’ve been transformed by the ultimate Developer. You’re in New Game+—so play like it.

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for making me new. Help me to walk every day as the new creation You’ve called me to be. Let me leave the past behind and follow You into the future You’ve designed for me. Amen.
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🎮 Week 2 Choose Your Character 
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“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 (NLT)

We all know the thrill of leveling up in a game. That satisfying ping, the new abilities unlocked, the sense of progression and power. Whether it’s gaining a new class ability in an RPG, mastering a complex combo in a fighting game, or unlocking advanced tech in an RTS, the pursuit of growth and improvement is a core part of the gaming experience. We invest hours, hone our skills, and pour ourselves into these virtual worlds, all for that feeling of advancement. But what if there was a “level up” that transcended the screen, one that transformed your very being and offered an eternal upgrade?

Paul, the author of this letter, is talking about something far more profound than character stats or item enhancements. He’s describing a radical transformation, a spiritual “reset” and “respawn” that redefines our very existence. The imagery of being “crucified with Christ” isn’t about physical suffering, but a death to our old selves – our old desires, our old ways of thinking, our old pursuit of self-glory. And in that death, something incredible happens: “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” It’s the ultimate resurrection perk, where the very life of God's Son is Infused into us.

Think about this in gaming terms. It’s like your character has undergone a complete class change, not just a minor upgrade. You’ve shed the old skin of your former self, burdened by sin and self-reliance, and now, a new player has taken control – Christ himself. This doesn’t mean you become a robot; it means your desires, your motivations, and your ultimate purpose are now aligned with His.

The “life I now live in the body” isn’t lived by your own power or for your own gain. It’s “by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” This is the ultimate power-up! It’s not about grinding for experience points to earn God’s favor. It’s about receiving the incredible gift of His love and sacrifice, and in response, allowing His life to flow through you. This means that every decision you make, every interaction you have, even how you approach your gaming, can be an expression of Christ living in you. Your “stats” are no longer determined by your own effort, but by the infinite power of the One who indwells you.

Take a moment today, perhaps before your next gaming session, to truly consider what it means for Christ to live in you. How might this truth change your perspective on challenges, on setbacks, or even on victories, both in game and in life? Ask yourself: Am I still trying to “level up” on my own, or am I allowing Christ to truly live through me?

Today, let’s strive to live a life that reflects this ultimate spiritual upgrade. Play your games, engage with your friends, and live your life, not for personal glory, but as an expression of the incredible new life you have in Christ. Let His presence in you be the ultimate path to a life of purpose and true fulfillment.

Prayer

Lord, thank You for living in me. Help me surrender daily, reflect Christ, trust You fully, and live by faith—empowered by Your love, grace, and truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Easter Egg

An interesting fact about Death Stranding is that its creator, Hideo Kojima, used the game to explore the theme of connection in isolation—a concept inspired by real-world events like increasing societal disconnection and even eerily prefiguring the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite being released in November 2019, just months before the global lockdowns, Death Stranding focuses on a world where people live in isolated bunkers and rely on a single courier (the player) to reconnect the fragmented world—a theme that resonated even more deeply as the pandemic unfolded. Kojima described the game not as 1a typical action title, but as a new genre he called a “strand game,” focused on building social bonds rather than destroying enemies.
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🎮 3 God's Word: The Ultimate Guide
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"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path." Psalm 119:105 (NLT)

Every gamer knows the frustration of wandering through a dark level without proper lighting. Whether you're exploring caves in Minecraft, navigating the shadows of a horror game, or trying to find your way through a complex RPG dungeon, darkness can be your worst enemy. You stumble into traps, miss important items, and often find yourself completely lost.

But imagine having a torch that never burns out, a headlamp with unlimited battery, or night vision that reveals every hidden path. That's exactly what God's Word offers us in real life.

The psalmist describes God's Word as both a lamp and a light. A lamp illuminates the immediate step in front of you—showing you exactly where to place your foot next. A light on your path reveals the broader direction you're heading. Just like a well-designed game provides visual cues and waypoints to guide players, God's Word gives us both immediate guidance for today's decisions and long-term direction for our life's journey.

Think about your favorite open-world game. Without a map, compass, or quest markers, you'd wander aimlessly, missing the main storyline and getting sidetracked by every distraction. God's Word serves as our spiritual GPS, keeping us on track toward our ultimate destination and helping us avoid the spiritual equivalent of falling off cliffs or walking into enemy territory.

When you're facing a tough decision about relationships, career choices, or moral dilemmas, you don't have to guess or rely on trial and error like a player without a strategy guide. God's Word provides tested strategies, proven principles, and reliable wisdom that have guided believers for thousands of years.

The best part? Unlike game guides that become outdated with new patches and updates, God's Word remains eternally relevant. Its truth never glitches, its wisdom never needs debugging, and its guidance never leads you astray.

Prayer

Lord, thank You for giving us Your Word as our guide. Help me to regularly read and study Scripture, trusting it to illuminate my path and direct my steps. When life feels dark and uncertain, remind me that Your Word is always available to light my way. Amen.
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