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This book is dedicated to all believers the world over who are continuing to trust God, even when the way to proceed is not always clear. To all such, God says the following:

“Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, that walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.”

Isaiah 50:10
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As we will see in this book, John the Baptist truly was a unique prophet of God. .Not only did he have a unique ministry;  but he also had a unique birth, a unique calling, a unique place of training, a unique place of service, a unique baptism, and also a unique death. John the Baptist is often overlooked as a Biblical character of note, likely due to believers not fully understanding his ministry. This book should help to rectify that!

Please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has three sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. And then in Addendum C, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from the standpoint of the prophetic Scriptures! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical worldview!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” “

Isaiah 40:3

"Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the Lord of hosts.”

Malachi 3:1
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God foretold, in both the Old and New Testament, the coming of John the Baptist, and what his ministry would be when he came!
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As we begin looking at the Biblical character known as “John the Baptist” in God’s word, we first need to note that his coming, and also what his ministry would be when he came, had been foretold by God in the Old and New Testament. This is clear from what God tells us in regards to John the Baptist at Matthew 3:1-3, where we read, with some capitalization added for emphasis, “[1] Now in those days JOHN THE BAPTIST came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, [2] "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." [3] FOR THIS IS THE ONE REFERRED TO BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET WHEN HE SAID, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight!' " “ The verse that God has in view from Isaiah here is Isaiah 40:3.

However, we are to see that Isaiah 40:3 was not the only place that God referred to John the Baptist in the Old Testament, for we see that Malachi 3:1 specifically related to him also. We know this for certain due to God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, also later confirming that Malachi 3:1 indeed did refer to John the Baptist, having done so at Luke 7:18-27, where we read, again with some capitalization for emphasis, “[18] The disciples of JOHN reported to him about all these things. [19] Summoning two of his disciples, JOHN sent them to the Lord, saying, "Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?" [20] When the men came to Him, they said, "JOHN THE BAPTIST has sent us to You, to ask, 'Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?' " [21] At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind. [22] And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to JOHN what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to them. [23] Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me." [24] When the messengers of JOHN had left, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THE CROWDS ABOUT JOHN, "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? [25] But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces! [26] "But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. [27] THIS IS THE ONE ABOUT WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, 'Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.' The verse that God’s Son quotes from here is the first part of Malachi 3:1.

We are given some idea of what John the Baptist’s ministry would be, when he came, when God says above at Matthew 3:3, “The voice of one crying... make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” We see from this that John the Baptist’s ministry would be of one coming BEFORE the coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth, as A FORERUNNER, as one coming to prepare the way for Him!

That this is so is also clear from what God’s Son said above in what He quotes from Malachi 3:1, in that God prophesied that He would send His messenger ahead of God’s Son, who would be preparing the way for Him before He came, this being in regards to His Son first coming from Heaven to earth. This is when God’s Son was born of a virgin of the nation of Israel and lived on earth for thirty-three years, before providing for mankind’s redemption through His death at the cross, His burial, His resurrection from the dead the third day, and His ascension back to His Father’s right Hand in Heaven!

We should note that Mark was also led of God to quote from both Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3, when he was speaking of John the Baptist, noting here what we read at Mark 1:1-3, “[1] The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. [2] As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way; [3] The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.' " 

It is interesting to see here that at verse 2, Mark was led to state that what he was about to quote was from Isaiah the prophet, even though the first quote here at verse 2 is actually the first part of Malachi 3:1, while only verse 3 is from Isaiah, that being Isaiah 40:3!

Then if we look at Luke’s gospel account, we see that he was also led of God to quote from Isaiah 40:3, when speaking of John the Baptist, and even led to add Isaiah 40:4,5, noting now what we read at Luke 3:3-6, “[3] And he (that is, John the Baptist) came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; [4] as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. [5] Every ravine will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be brought low; the crooked will become straight, and the rough roads smooth; [6] and all flesh will see the salvation of God.' " “ 

What is interesting to note here is that God’s Son Himself is “the salvation” that all flesh will see, in reference to His first coming from Heaven to earth, to take on the body prepared for Him in the womb of the virgin, and then to provide for our redemption in His work at the cross on behalf of a sinful human race! As God says at Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved." 

Zacharias himself, John the Baptist’s father, was also led of God to testify to this salvation coming through God’s Son, when he was led of God to exclaim what we read at Luke 1:67-75, “[67] And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: [68] “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, tor He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant — [70] as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old — [71] Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us; [72] to show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, [73] the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, [74] to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, [75] in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.”

When we look at the apostle John’s gospel account, we there see a totally different disclosure of John the Baptist’s ministry, for there we see that John the Baptist himself gives testimony that he was in himself the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3. In other words, he
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