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      ACT ONE


      The set should hold memories. The stuff of a relationship: what is collected, what is left afterwards. Perhaps they are in boxes, or in drawers, or on shelves. Perhaps the characters search for them or stumble upon them. They might pull them out and use them or decide not to. The memories could be physical or imagined. They could be light. They could be sound.


      There should be a fluidity to the space. Often in No Man’s Land one or both of the characters is creating the space for the next scene. The set-up could be naturalistic or symbolic or sparse. As well as an object found, sometimes the prompt for the next scene could come from sound or light.


      Lights up on JESS and ROBBIE. They are in No Man’s Land. They look at each other, not moving.


      They are both cautious. A weight of unresolved pain.


      ROBBIE. Thank you.


      Beat.


      JESS. Are you sure you want to do this?


      Beat.


      ROBBIE nods.


      They whirl into action, setting up the scene: two tables in a café – joined together, chairs. JESS’s things on the table – a bag lying open, phone, make-up bag. They work together to create the picture, sometimes clashing, sometimes getting in each other’s way. They do not touch.


      Maybe they remotely adjust sound and light, music, unable to agree.


      They end up facing each other, JESS with coffee cup, ROBBIE with a book: The Dark Truth About Fairy Tales. They look down at the objects, sensing their significance. Then they swap the objects over. JESS takes her seat, reads her book. ROBBIE heads to the door with his bag before turning back. He takes her in. A moment burned into his memory. Maybe he pops into the picture and adjusts her hair, or a piece of clothing – perhaps this irritates her. Then he steps out. The scene begins.


      
        Café Ele-cunty


        ROBBIE enters with a bag and a coffee. The only place to sit is next to JESS, at a connected table, which her stuff spills over onto. He hovers for a moment, she looks up, smiles, quickly claws her stuff back over to her side.


        ROBBIE sits down. Gets his laptop out. He takes a sip of his coffee. He recoils: yuck. Spits it back into the cup, some of it goes down his shirt.


        ROBBIE. Jesus Christ.


        He wipes himself down. JESS is looking over.


        JESS. Too strong?


        ROBBIE. No. It’s just sort of… cold.


        JESS checks briefly over to the counter.


        JESS. That’s Enzo. He’s emphatic, that’s how they drink it in ‘The Motherland’.


        ROBBIE. Right.


        JESS. Italy.


        ROBBIE. Yeah.


        JESS. He’s obsessed.


        Beat. The conversation is done, surely. Just as ROBBIE goes to open his laptop:


        That’s a milk-based drink, yeah?


        ROBBIE. It’s a latte, yeah.


        JESS. Yeah. ‘Heat destroys the sweetness in the milk.’ Go for something stronger next time.


        ROBBIE. What?


        JESS. A more manly coffee.


        ROBBIE (unsure). Right.


        JESS. ESPRESSO. Grrrr.


        ROBBIE laughs politely. He takes another sip. Frowns.


        ROBBIE. Do you reckon I could ask him to heat it up?


        JESS. I don’t think he’d like it.


        ROBBIE opens his laptop. Suddenly a blast of an annoying ad pop-up or a theme tune of a show he’s been watching comes from his computer. He quickly stops it, embarrassed.


        She smiles, intrigued by him. He tries to get on with his work.


        I haven’t seen you in here before.


        ROBBIE. I don’t think I’ve been in here before.


        JESS. Are you local? Local lad?


        ROBBIE. Um… /


        JESS. You don’t look like you live round here.


        ROBBIE. What does that mean?


        JESS. Dunno actually. Sorry, over-caffeinated. Blame Enzo.


        ROBBIE. Bloody Enzo.


        She laughs, liking this.


        Well, I’d better get on.


        He goes back to his laptop. Then a glitch moment. He looks over to her – unsure about what comes next.


        JESS. You asked me about my book?


        ROBBIE. Oh! What are you reading?


        JESS. It’s called The Dark Truth About Fairy Tales.


        ROBBIE. Wow.


        JESS. Yeah. (Beat.) It’s about the origin of fairy stories and how they’ve been sanitised over the centuries. The original stories are dark as fuck: pecking out eyes and eating kids and shit.


        ROBBIE. Right. (Awkward beat.) Any good?


        JESS. Yeah it’s alright. I mean I’m not very far in… But yeah.


        Beat.


        ROBBIE. So fairy tales… like Cinderella?


        JESS. Yeah. Or Rhodopis.


        ROBBIE. What?


        JESS. That was the first recorded version of the story. In ancient Greece. Rhodopis was a courtesan having a bath, and an eagle flew down and stole her shoe.


        ROBBIE. I hate it when that happens.


        JESS. You know in the earliest version of Sleeping Beauty the prince has sex with her while she’s asleep and she wakes up with twins? It’s basically a story about date rape!


        ROBBIE is a little taken aback.


        ROBBIE. Wow.


        JESS is self-conscious all of a sudden.


        JESS. Sorry, bit dark.


        ROBBIE. No I’m… enjoying it.


        Beat.


        Do you know the Wi-Fi?


        JESS. No Wi-Fi.


        ROBBIE. Seriously? No Wi-Fi? Cold coffee? Why do you come in here?


        JESS. I work here.


        ROBBIE. Oh shit!


        JESS. I’m just on my break.


        ROBBIE. Sorry, I was slagging him off.


        He nods towards Enzo.


        JESS. It’s fine. (Quietly.) He’s a bit of a wanker.


        ROBBIE. Yeah. Enzo you wanker.


        ROBBIE shakes his fist in a jokey way in Enzo’s direction. Enzo notices. ROBBIE quickly drops his fist. They laugh.


        He’s fuming!


        JESS. He’s fine, he’s just a bit of a psycho. His name’s not even Enzo, it’s John.


        Laughter. A moment. She holds up her phone.


        Do you want to tether?


        ROBBIE. Are you sure?


        JESS. Yeah!


        He looks at the networks available.


        ROBBIE. Katie’s Router?


        JESS. Nope.


        ROBBIE. Galaxy-one-eight-eight?


        JESS. No. It’s… Drop It Like It’s Hotspot.


        ROBBIE (grinning). Drop It Like
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