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“THERE IS NOT ONE SOUL whose conscience does not testify that in this day there is no more important matter in the world than that of universal peace.” 

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Prayers for Peace

—Except that soul or souls who are rapacious wolves and gain from war and death what they cannot gain from being loving and kind. —Rodney

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”— Jesus Christ, Gospel of Matthew 7:7

“Whoso maketh efforts for Us, in Our ways shall We assuredly guide him.”
— Bahá’u’lláh, Prophet-founder of the Bahá’i Faith

“Be not dismayed if the door of mercy seems closed; it shall open.”
— ‘Abdu’l-Bahá (paraphrased theme, Bahá’i Writings)

“The darkness of this gloomy night shall pass away. 

Again, the Sun of Reality will dawn from the horizon of the hearts. 

Have patience—wait, but do not sit idle; work while you are waiting; smile while you are wearied with monotony; be firm while everything around you is being shaken; be joyous while the ugly face of despair grins at you; speak aloud while the malevolent forces of the nether world try to crush your mind; be valiant and courageous while men all around you are cringing with fear and cowardice. 

Do not yield to the overwhelming power of tyranny and despotism. 

Serve the cause of democracy and freedom. 

Continue your journey to the end. 

The bright day is coming. The nucleus of the new race is forming. The harbinger of the new ideals of international justice is appearing. The trees of hope will become verdant; the copper of scorn and derision will be transmuted into the gold of honour and praise; the arid desert of ignorance will be transformed into the luxuriant garden of knowledge, the threatening clouds shall be dispelled and the stars of faith and charity will again twinkle in the clear heaven of human consciousness.” – Abdu’l-Bahá, Star of the West, Volume 5, p. 141.
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“If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face—forever.”

—Nineteen Eighty-Four, 1949, George Orwell


“When the people fear the government, there is tyranny; when the government fears the people, there is liberty.”—Thomas Jefferson (widely cited)
—When the people love the government, there is peace and joy. When the government loves the people there is justice and prosperity.” —Rodney
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WHO I AM

RESUME SUMMARY for Rod Richards

To the Peoples of the World, 

millions and millions of you, 


who are awake, and care. 
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This book is offered in the belief that ordinary citizens—acting with passion, conscience, discipline, and goodwill—who remain firm and ensure the safeguards of a just society, will put an end to war—permanently. 

But not by words alone will peace be achieved, rather, it will take heroic deeds, perseverance, and faith in the One who created us all.





You are “the People.” The People of America that George Washington’s ragtag army fought and died for to make free 250 years ago. You are “the People” of the world that have been trying to live in peace for tens of thousands of years. 

The sleeping giant has finally awakened. You are “awake” because you know, see, hear, feel the difference between truth and lies, good and evil. Today’s battle is between righteous versus self-righteous. You, as I, see and hear the wolves in sheep’s clothing directing their flocks of mesmerized and hoodwinked followers to convince us that their brand of rule or ideology is the best way, when instead, it corrupts and twists good into evil. 

Those who depict diversity, equity and inclusion (dei), as harmful to American culture and democracy, are at best misguided, at worst, acting with evil and selfish intent. Those that love to foment discord, separation, division and hatred are certainly evil. Those who deny or thwart justice, or pervert it’s good intent, are selfishly motivated, whether for personal or organizational gain. 

To say that a love of diversity, unity and justice should not be part of living is like saying peanut butter should not be used with grape jelly, or apples not baked into pies. We are all humans and are biologically, socially, philosophically, and in every way, diverse. God intended us, and life, that way. The world would be dull indeed if we were only one color.

We humans have God-given rights to exist and live in unity, justice and peace as equals. It is only through wide inclusion and mutual respect that we’ll be able to thrive. 

Smart people are fighting back, not letting freedom slip away or be stolen, or allowing justice to be perverted. The Press, public news and program outlets, social services, charitable, public, private, religious too, altruistic organizations today are fighting for their lives against the biblical Beast of St. John the Divine. That Beast is Ego—the ego of leaders who dictate to the People what they are to believe and obey, and how they should live. 

This Ego is easily identified:

“If it walks like a duck, quacks like a duck, flaps like a duck, and flies like a duck, then it must be a megalomaniac.” Any leader that pits one group of citizens against another is one.

Our union is being dismantled by flesh and blood devils as we speak. 

Intelligent, caring, and wise American citizens, of both parties, or independent like me, or of no party, know that only education can cure the diseases of ignorance and prejudice that prevail under the current hijacked, false, ruinous, and divisive three branches of our Federal government today. Ignorant and unfounded hopes by decent Americans have been misplaced and we have been stabbed in our chests—openly and defiantly. This Administration particularly, with a perverted Supreme Court majority, has muzzled and setback education and freedom of voting, justice, learning and expression at numerous levels. Colleges and minority peoples of every type are being denigrated and disenfranchised. 

Untold dozens of concrete and real examples exist of the razing of democracy, the reverse of raising, in black and white and in untold lives of many personally harmed. But hundreds of millions of righteous folks are standing up for freedom and justice in America and around the globe to win the battle against these Antichrists. Yes, Antichrists, for they have proven over and over that they are incapable of love, pity, respect, understanding or kindness.

We who believe diversity and differences are strengths not weaknesses are fighting back. We who believe every human being has God-given, human, and legal rights to live and work, are fighting back. We who believe that education, science, fact, and evidence all reveal truth, not falsehood, are fighting back. We who believe in the natural goodness of the human spirit are fighting back.

I love music and hope you do too. There is a song by Kenny Loggins called This Is It, and it’s true no matter when it’s said, that the time to act is now.

Do not feel alone. You are not alone; there are millions, even billions, of righteous people in every hamlet, town, village, city, and nation of this world who know this and feel this.

What is righteous? Balanced, human, kind, caring, intelligent, reasonable, knowledgeable, and good-hearted.

We, the majority of Americans and all people of the world, want peace and happiness just like you do. Like you, in a myriad of small and large ways, we are building a truthful, honest, fair world. That’s how we progress best—when it’s a level, and fair, playing field.

We all want to live—to live in peace, to work, love, grow families, even start businesses that help ourselves and others. So live! The only way to get peace and happiness is to work for it. Effort is required to maintain peace and unity. Throughout history, every single man or woman we admire worked hard and overcame tremendous roadblocks to achieve what they did. Every single one overcame detractors and naysayers, or worse, those who wanted to shut them up or push them down.

So live. Raise your voice, even as a fist, and raise it high, like Tommie and John who raised theirs at the 1968 Summer Olympics. While you still have the opportunity.

A widely cited warning reads:

“First, they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out — because I was not a socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out — because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out — because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me — and there was no one left to speak for me.”

Don’t let this be you, now. - Rodney

Martin Niemöller expressed this message in speeches after World War II (1939–1945), reflecting on the rise of Nazi persecution in 1930s Germany, particularly after Hitler came to power in 1933. Martin and others saw the truth within the inhuman movement called Nazism. I myself have seen scenes from Kristallnacht and much much worse. I have been a representative at the Holocaust Center at Rider University. 

Through a human faculty we all possess from birth called reason, we can see evil for what it is. If we couldn’t, there would be no structure and order in the world, it would be a free-for-all. 

This faculty within every person and soul in this modern age is the ability to independently investigate the truth of every matter put before us. 

The purpose of finding the truth is to hold on to the truth and to live the truth as best we can, while we still draw breath. Often, new or better information changes our beliefs. Our single most important task is to save this beautiful Garden of Eden for our children’s children, and theirs after them. We can do that by eliminating war and injustice.

There is much, very much in life, that we are asked or told to never forget.

Remember these two words that always open doors, no matter what the goal:

“Push” and “Pull”

Push for understanding using patience and kindness to convey the truth. 

Pull down outworn shibboleths of outdated beliefs and superstitions, ignorance, and hatred.
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If I were King of the World, this is the book I would write. Direct from my heart, limited by my knowledge and experience, and my soul, but written directly to your eyes and for your consciousness to consider. These are the opinions of a 76-year-old white middle-class American who likes to be seen as a World Citizen first. 

Oddly enough, being diagnosed bipolar since October 1979, I’m highly susceptible to manic episodes. I’ve had a vision of walking up the 19 terraces on Mount Carmel in Israel as King of the World, leading all the other kings and national leaders to the Seat of Spiritual Knowledge. In 1996 I stood there, but turned around, not ready to accept the responsibility.

It doesn’t stop there though! Days after my first manic episode in 1979, after being released from jail, I arrived half naked in the psychiatrist’s office, sat in a high-back wicker chair, and pronounced, “I am the next Manifestation of God!” No different than thousands of mentally unstable men who truly believed they were Christ returned.

But, with good doctors, the right meds, a wise and loving mate, family and friends, I put all that aside and lived and worked a normal, well-adjusted life. I even received two National Awards, one Regional, and many State of New Jersey awards. In my long public career, I was a certified Public Manager overseeing the State’s IT HW & SW, as well as 125 million dollars a year in gas and electricity purchases for all State agencies, some colleges, even authorities like the NJ Turnpike.

I’ve had and managed large responsibilities. This book is a major one.

So, readers, I hope you are in for an adventure. 

Perhaps you’ll get something useful out of it.
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The Condition of the World in 2026

[image: ]


Disunity of Will and an Imperative Call to Collective Action

Humanity enters 2026 with unprecedented capability yet is mired in persistent instability. The principal challenges—violence and conflict, inequality of every kind, struggles for power and authority, climate stress and failure, health vulnerability and pandemics, and non-ceasing technological disruption—are widely understood. What is lacking is unity of will.

Interdependence has outpaced coordination. Economic systems, supply chains, commerce, and cloud technologies bind nations together while political fragmentation weakens collective response. The result is dismal fragility and a tenuous hold on order.

Unilateral disruption—whether military, economic, financial or technological—now carries global consequences. Autocratic undemocratic actions magnify harms. 

Only coordinated resolve can restore stability.

Unity does not require uniformity, but agreement on the fundamentals of justice, restraint, consultation, diplomacy, consensus, and shared responsibility are paramount and crucial to world functioning. From unity of will comes unity of action. Without it, destabilization deepens. With unity, peace and prosperity are both possible and probable.

The age of isolated uncoordinated solutions has ended. The mantle of collective responsibility and security is upon us, upon all our shoulders, now, at this moment. You, who sacrificed individual goals and desires to form a union, know this. There is no escaping it or kicking it down the lane.


The time for unified action and permanent change is now.







Should success crown your efforts, the world will assuredly become 

a collective center where spiritual energy and power will reign forth justice, 

truth, love, and cooperation. —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Surely, it will be the same paradise as the original dream

of the Garden of Eden.- Rodney




I was born five years and one day after Adolf Hitler died in Berlin as Soviet troops closed in. It was May Day, 1950. It was during the Truman administration (1945–1953), before the Civil Rights Act (1964), before the moon landing (1969), before the internet’s public launch (1991) and before Steve Job’s ubiquitous cellphone (2007). I have felt paradigm shifts in government, faith, technology, and global order — not from textbooks, but from living the history with you. 

It’s been my honor and pleasure to be a homeowner in Central New Jersey since 1976. Myself, my family, and those in my community have been, and continue to be, blessed with enlightened, progressive, and caring local, county, and state governments, Republican-led or Democrat-led.

During our years here my wife and I served in many capacities. She as an elementary teacher for decades, a McGruff House program founder, a PTA President, even as a chaplain at our local Hospital. I have served on our Township’s Environmental Advisory Commission (7 years), been a court-trained and appointed Community Dispute Mediator (24 years) and been a staunch supporter of writing and literacy and our Public Library since 2012. My wife Janet was co-founder of a support group, The Friends of the Library in 1984. We loved helping and serving our community.

Like others here, I appreciate our unofficial slogan, America’s Favorite Hometown. It describes our suburban melting pot since our 1686 historical roots as the Township of Nottingham. Many gems are contained within our irregular borders such as a world-class sculpture garden, Grounds for Sculpture, Seward Johnson’s brainchild and bronze baby. We sport 20,000 acres of beautiful parks also, shared within our county. A new town Administrative Headquarters will be finished this year. Those who work here in a multitude of roles in its administration go above and beyond in serving residents. I have worked side by side with them on rain gardens and well-supported township cleanup projects.

As a complete rebuttal of my own ideal living situation, it’s of tremendous concern to me that my fellow Americans have never been as divided, lost, mixed-up, fed up, frustrated, and disappointed, as any time since the actual Civil War pitted brother against brother. It rolled up into one big ball of anger that erupted on January 6, 2021, when rioters attacked and destroyed the U.S. Capitol, the “People’s House.” To add insult to the very physical and psychological injuries and mayhem that occurred that day, these same lawbreakers, found guilty under the law, were pardoned of their crimes on January 20, 2025. A grave injustice to the rule of law, and proof that the American System is lamentably broken.

Current differences and opposite views appear hundreds of times every day, cause intense disunity, prejudice, disruption, even death by roaming criminals, zealots or the mentally ill, instead of cooperation, trust, understanding and happiness as God intended.

Despite this, local communities like mine are excellent role models and examples of what makes America and Americans great. In a democracy such as the United States, citizen participation and involvement are keys to success. This is what our Founding Fathers forged from volatile debate to make one of the first democratic nations on Earth. A nation governed by the people, for the people, for everyone’s well-being and happiness.

In other words, E Pluribus Unum. Out of many, One. This is exactly what this world needs now. Immediate would not be soon enough.

My purpose in writing this book is to share ideas for:

a) what citizenship is, 

b) how citizenship starts at birth and how to reinforce it, 

c) how it flows through school, church, career, private, and public life.

d) how to use your voice and views to make a difference.

e) what a Constitution of the People of Earth might look like.

We need good and honest citizens like you because we live in a dangerous world. I feel this world should feel like the Garden of Eden we all envision: full of God’s love and spirit, a paradise for all.

I know this because I am a firm believer in God, the incalculable gifts he’s given us, and believe strongly in our spiritual destiny together as one truly happy family.

For those who desire to live as if everyone is their enemy or is out to get them, or take what they have, or whose only goal is to accumulate wealth by hook or crook, then I say, 

Go right ahead, continue to be miserable. Stay far away from the rest of us.
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1.  Dangerous players in the world today


[image: ]



Are you scared yet? You should be.
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HIROSHIMA CITY REMNANTS, 1945
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Hiroshima Peace Garden

Both pics from Wikimedia Commons


On August 6, 1945, the residents of Hiroshima felt the destructive force of a 15 kiloton bomb. Immediate and long-term impact from cancers and related illnesses in subsequent years cited 140,000 to 150,000 deaths. Another 74,000 died in Nagasaki, 38,000 were children.

Complete and thorough annihilation was over in minutes. Then radiation poisoning began.

In 2026, nine nations have nuclear arsenals.

They range from Land-based missiles (ICBMs), aircraft-delivered weapons, submarine-launched missiles (SLBMs), or smaller “tactical” warheads deployed in shorter distances with smaller payload. Virtually all modern strategic nuclear weapons are hydrogen bombs triggered by fission. 

Today, a typical modern thermonuclear warhead is 100–800 kilotons. The largest ever tested was Tsar Bomba, USSR 1961 at 50 megatons.

It’s estimated that China has over 500 nuclear missiles of varying types; the U.S. and Russia have over 5,700 each. Recently, necessary START treaty limits were not renewed between them. Also, the U.S. announced in 2025 they were renewing nuclear testing, not done since 1992. Only three of these nine nations have a formal “No first use” policy: the U.S., China, and India. However, all would use it if attacked or under threat.

As recently as April 2026, President Trump publicly warned that “a whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again,” if Iran did not meet his deadline for a deal. The President of Russia has previously inferred the use of tactical nuclear weapons on Ukraine. This is the state of World affairs today: despots threatening widespread death and destruction or war if they aren’t obeyed. China has made similar threats regarding Taiwan, because at one time it was “run” by China, even though Taiwan had indigenous peoples for thousands of years, and has been ruled by many nations, notably Japan.

So what is our world today? According to UN urbanization data:

	34 cities have 10+ million people of all ages (megacities)

	80–85 cities have 5+ million

	Adding those between 3–5 million brings the total to roughly 150

	Most are larger when the metro area is added, e.g. Tokyo equals 37 million.


ANY kind of nuclear missile tit-for-tat between these nine players would not only kill hundreds of millions of innocent people but would also absolutely level their cities. Imagine the once stately and functional cities of Ukraine, or those in Gaza and the West Bank. Huge clouds of radiation would blow willy-nilly around the globe. And with all their “alliances,” to attack one nation is to attack a partner and to set off a war. Except Ukrainians and Palestinians don’t have nuclear-armed partners. Therefore, they are 100% susceptible to invasion and subjugation by one of these tyrants.

ANY kind of civilized order would be blown to bits instantly.

We should all be contacting the leaders and governments of these nine nations with nuclear weapons and demanding them to dismantle. As well as prevent any new nations from building or controlling them. And we must demand, demand, and demand until they do.

The ways to do that is twofold:

Raise your Voice, be visible

and write and make clear that we want a permanent end to war.

To do that, here are official, executive, or head-of-state contact channels—email or web forms and addresses that accept messages. 

However, know that too many who call themselves leaders rarely hear the truth of what must be done that they don’t think of themselves. Also, they all have electronic and greased automatic response systems that spit out canned letters or emails to make it seem like they care. Believe me, too many don’t listen, although their ears hear. Their continued indifference to the cries of thousands and millions proves it.

Everything sent to these big shots are logged, categorized, and archived. Your email, phone number, and address is stripped out and is entered into their propaganda, or campaign, or party databases. That way they easily bombard you with donation requests and other hyperbole, all meant to make them look good and someone else look bad. And keep them in office or get them reelected.

Expect either no response at all from them, a form letter, or a canned email, in return. Oh, and it never comes from them, it’s prepared and handled by their underlings as a matter of course. Leaders themselves probably have no idea what response you get from them, i.e. their “office.” However, that said, when they receive tens of thousands or more letters on one issue, they usually have to address it somehow, so here’s how to contact them:

	United States – President Donald J. Trump 	White House Contact: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/



	Russia –  President Vladimir Putin 	Kremlin Public Reception: http://en.kremlin.ru/contacts

	Email (often filtered): letters@kremlin.ru



	China – His Excellency Xi Jinping 	State Council Contact: http://english.www.gov.cn/contact/

	(Messages routed through State Council Information Office)



	France – President Emmanuel Macron 	Élysée Palace: https://www.elysee.fr/en/contact

	Email: president@elysee.fr



	United Kingdom – (State) King Charles III; (Gov’t) Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 	Prime Minister Contact: https://www.gov.uk/contact-number-10

	Email: prime.minister@number10.gov.uk



	India – Prime Minister Narendra Modi 	Prime Minister’s Office: https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/interact-with-honble-pm/  Email: pmo@gov.in



	Pakistan – Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 	Prime Minister Secretariat: https://www.pmo.gov.pk/contact_us.php

	Email: info@pmo.gov.pk



	Israel – Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 	Prime Minister’s Office: https://www.gov.il/en/departments/prime_ministers_office

	Email: pmo@pmo.gov.il



	North Korea – His Excellency Kim Jong Un  
	No direct email access

	Practical route: DPRK Mission to UN (NY) via UN channels











	Five Other Major Nations with Global Influence (Non-Nuclear/Limited Arsenal)


	Germany – Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz 	Federal Chancellery: https://www.bundeskanzler.de/bk-en/contact

	Email: poststelle@bk.bund.de



	Japan – Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba 	Prime Minister’s Office: https://www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/forms/index.html



	Brazil – President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 	Presidency: https://www.gov.br/planalto/pt-br/fale-com-o-presidente

	Email: gabinete@presidencia.gov.br



	Turkey – President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 	Presidency: https://www.tccb.gov.tr/en/contact/

	Email: cumhurbaskanligi@tccb.gov.tr



	Saudi Arabia – Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 	Royal Court (Diwan): https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/servicesDirectory/servicedetails/9503

	(Messages routed via Ministry of Interior)






	The United Nations (Key Leadership Channels) 	Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

	Contact: https://www.un.org/sg/en/contact

	General Email: registry@un.org

	UN Office of Disarmament Affairs: https://www.un.org/disarmament/contact/






You might say to yourself, “If I send a letter or email these people won’t get it directly, so why bother?”

True, they’ll probably never make

	Identify your topic/subject/issue. That’s why it’s best to stick to one topic.

	Group your missive with similar ones. They count these, and thousands of similar communications usually cause someone to note it, whether an aide or an advisor. These people live by polls. The bigger the numbers, the more attention is paid to it and actions considered.

	You may get an acknowledgement. But unless you’re a “notable” or a part of a large block of voters or interest group/organization, these so-called leaders probably have no clue you even took the time to write to them.
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