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Trivia and Factual Content Disclaimer

This book contains trivia questions, answers, fun facts, stories, and commentary about cornhole, its history, events, players, sponsors, and related topics. The material is based on publicly available information, general knowledge, and the author’s understanding at the time of writing.

Every effort has been made to keep factual content accurate and up to date. However, scores, records, rankings, prize money, sponsors, venues, media coverage, and league formats can change over time. Some details may have been simplified, adapted, or rounded for clarity and playability in a quiz format. Readers who need the most current or official information should consult league websites, event organizers, or other primary sources.

Stories in this book, especially in the narrative sections, are written for entertainment. Some names, details, and situations are fictionalized or combined from multiple real world examples to create clean, easy to follow tales for readers. Any resemblance to specific individuals outside of clearly identified public figures is coincidental.

How to Use This Book?

Welcome to a book built for fun, not for pressure. You do not need to read it from front to back, and you do not need a scorecard unless you want one. Flip it open anywhere, pick a chapter that looks interesting, and start throwing yourself into the questions the same way you throw a bag at the hole.

Here is what you will find inside.

Each chapter focuses on one slice of the cornhole world. Some chapters dig into history and rules. Others celebrate the pros, the records, and the wild stories that make this game so lovable. Inside every chapter you will see a mix of question styles so the pace never feels flat. There are multiple choice questions when you want clear options, true or false questions when you want a quick gut check, fill in the blank questions when you want to test your memory, and open ended questions when you want to really dig in.

Sprinkled between the questions are boxes called Did You Know. These are quick, surprising facts that you can share at your next backyard tournament or tailgate. You will also find a short story in each chapter. These stories give you a peek behind the scenes of the moments, rivalries, and personalities that shaped the sport.

Answers for every chapter live in the back of the book. You can check one at a time, one chapter at a time, or wait until the end. There is no wrong way to play.

Here are a few easy ways to enjoy the book.

	Solo read. Grab a coffee, put your feet up, and let the questions take you through the history of the game.

	Game night. Hand the book to a friend and take turns reading questions aloud. First player to reach twenty-one points wins, just like a real match.

	Tailgate trivia. Pass the book around the cooler and see who really knows their stuff before the boards come out.

	Road trip. Questions and short stories make great company on the drive to the next tournament.

	Pro practice. Use chapters on rules, terminology, and records to sharpen your knowledge before your next bracket.


One last tip. Do not worry about getting every answer right. Even the best pitchers miss the hole sometimes. The real win is walking away knowing something you did not know before, ready to drop a fun fact the next time someone says, "Is this really a sport?"

Now grab a bag, line up your stance, and let us begin.
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Somewhere in the United States, right now, a bag is flying through the air. It might be skimming across a backyard in Ohio, landing on a painted board at a Texas tailgate, sliding toward a hole in a Florida retirement community, or cutting through the lights of an ESPN studio in South Carolina. The game looks simple. Two boards, eight bags, a little patch of grass or pavement. Yet somehow, this humble pastime has grown into one of the most played and most watched games in the country.

How did that happen?

For most of its life, cornhole lived quietly. It was the game your uncle set up between two trees at the family reunion. It was the game you played while burgers smoked on the grill and someone forgot the ketchup. It had no federation, no rulebook anyone agreed on, and no real ambition beyond keeping people entertained between beers. The boards were often homemade. The bags were stitched on a kitchen table. The scoring was whatever the loudest person at the party said it was.

Then something shifted.

Little by little, the backyard started to take itself seriously. Leagues formed. Players began training the same way golfers train, working on release, rotation, and landing. Manufacturers started producing boards to exact specifications. Bag makers argued about fill weight and fabric the way sneakerheads argue about materials. A man named Stacey Moore founded the American Cornhole League in 2015 with a big idea. What if this backyard game had a real professional tour, real prize money, and real television coverage? That idea, once considered laughable, is now prime time.

Today, the ACL World Championships draw close to two thousand competitors. Matches air on ESPN. Pros sign sponsorships. Names like Matt Guy, Bret Guy, Mark Richards, and Jamie Graham are whispered with the same respect older fans save for golf and bowling legends. Ipsos has reported that cornhole ranks as the most played sport in the United States, beating out bowling and golf in pure participation. Not the most watched. The most played. That is an extraordinary claim for a game that still shows up at every barbecue.

So why did cornhole conquer America?

Part of the answer is simple. The game welcomes everyone. A first time player can score a point in their very first toss. A seasoned pro can spend years chasing a perfect round. You can play it with your grandmother and with your best friend's eight year old, and both of them have a real chance to beat you. Few sports can say that.

Part of the answer is cultural. Cornhole belongs to the easy, social corner of American life. Tailgates. Cookouts. Weddings. Beach days. College quads. Brewery patios. Anywhere a gathering happens, the boards fit in. The game fills the space between the food and the conversation without demanding too much attention.

And part of the answer is about the stories. Cornhole is a game of close finishes, near perfect rounds, and improbable comebacks. It is a game where a player can be down by nine points and win the next two rounds in a blur. It is a game where a rookie can knock off a world champion on a Sunday afternoon. These stories pile up, get retold around coolers, and turn the sport into a living, breathing community.

This book is a celebration of all of that. The history. The heroes. The rules people argue about. The slang nobody outside the sport understands. The moments that made strangers into fans and fans into fanatics.

What you are about to read is part quiz, part trip down memory lane, part backyard bragging guide. You will learn where the game really came from, who has shaped it, and what makes a bag slide instead of stick. You will meet the champions, the oddballs, the families, and the brands. You will find answers to questions you have always wondered about, and you will stumble on questions you never thought to ask.

So line up your boards in your mind. Pick your favorite bag. Take a breath.

The first question is about to fly.
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From Cornfield to ESPN: The Origins of Cornhole

Every great American pastime has an origin story, and cornhole has one of the messiest, most charming origin stories of them all. There is no single inventor, no neat date on a plaque, and no official birthplace stamped into concrete. What cornhole has instead is a tangle of claims, legends, farm tales, and friendly arguments that still flare up whenever two fans from different states stand near the same set of boards.​​​​

That might sound like a problem. It is actually part of the magic.

Most sports were handed down from the top. A committee wrote the rules, a league stamped the logo, and the game marched forward in a straight line. Cornhole grew up the other way around. It started in backyards, on porches, and in quiet corners of the country where nobody was paying attention, and it slowly bubbled up until it could no longer be ignored. By the time the rest of the country looked up, cornhole was already everywhere.​​

Before you get into the questions, let us walk through the big pieces of the story you are about to test yourself on.

The Many Names of a Single Game

If you travel around the United States, you will hear this game called a surprising number of things. In Cincinnati and much of the Midwest, it is simply cornhole. In Chicago and parts of the upper Midwest, people call it bags or bean bags. In the South and parts of the Carolinas, some folks still say bean toss or bean bag toss. There is Baggo, which is a trademarked brand name that a lot of casual players use as a general word for the game. There are even older regional names like soft horseshoes and Indiana horseshoes that still pop up from time to time.​​​

The name you grew up with probably has more to do with where you grew up than with any official choice. For years, the naming argument was so heated that some bars refused to put the word cornhole on their league flyers, while other bars refused to use anything else. As the sport grew and the American Cornhole League claimed national television space, cornhole slowly became the winning name in competitive circles. The other names are still alive, though, and they carry a lot of local pride.​​​

The German Theory

One of the most popular origin stories traces the game back to Germany in the fourteenth century. According to this version, a cabinet maker named Matthias Kuepermann noticed children tossing rocks into a groundhog hole for sport. Worried that a rock might fly the wrong way and hurt someone, he supposedly crafted wooden boxes with a hole cut on top and sewed small bags filled with dried corn for them to throw instead. The children, the story says, loved the safer version, and the game spread through villages before slowly fading away.​​​​

The trouble with this theory is that no one has ever found a clear historical record of Matthias Kuepermann. The tale has been repeated so many times in articles, league histories, and bar top conversations that it now feels like history, yet historians have never confirmed that he existed. That has not stopped fans from loving the story. Some say the absence of proof does not mean the man was not real. Others say the legend is a fun piece of folklore that gave the sport a noble starting point, whether it actually happened or not.​​

The Kentucky and Midwest Theory

The other big origin story stays closer to home. In this version, the game grew out of Kentucky and southern Ohio farm culture in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Families would take worn out burlap or feed sacks, stitch them into small bags, fill them with corn kernels from the harvest, and toss them at holes cut into old wooden crates or planks. Corn was cheap, plentiful, and easy to replace if a bag split open, which was a very practical reason to use it.​​​

Under this theory, the game stayed quiet for generations, played at family reunions, church picnics, and country fairs. It did not need a patent or a rulebook. It was simply something people did when the weather was good and the grill was lit. Somewhere along the line, the wooden crate got upgraded to a proper slanted board, and the sport we know today began to take shape.​​

The Cincinnati Rise

While Kentucky families may have






	Which of the following is not a common regional name for cornhole?
A. Bags
B. Baggo
C. Corn Toss
D. Puck and Hoop

	The mythical origin of cornhole is often credited to a man from which country?
A. Italy
B. Germany
C. Ireland
D. Poland

	In the popular German legend, what did the inventor supposedly see children throwing before he designed his safer version?
A. Pine cones at a fence
B. Rocks into a groundhog hole
C. Apples at a tree stump
D. Walnuts into a bucket

	Which American city is most often credited with turning cornhole into a modern, organized game?
A. Cleveland
B. Louisville
C. Cincinnati
D. Indianapolis

	In which decade did cornhole start to boom in Cincinnati backyards and tailgates, according to most accounts?
A. 1970s
B. 1980s
C. 1990s
D. 2010s

	Which organization became the main professional league for cornhole in the United States?
A. ACL
B. PCA
C. PGA
D. WCT

	In what year was the American Cornhole League founded?
A. 2005
B. 2010
C. 2015
D. 2018

	Who founded the American Cornhole League?
A. Frank Geers
B. Stacey Moore
C. Mark Richards
D. Matt Guy

	Which major sports network helped put ACL cornhole into living rooms across the country?
A. Tennis Channel
B. ESPN
C. Food Network
D. Weather Channel

	In Chicago and parts of the upper Midwest, cornhole is commonly called what?
A. Bags
B. Chute
C. Sacks
D. Toss it

	Baggo is technically what?
A. A type of bag
B. A trademarked brand name
C. A bar league
D. An old word for horseshoes

	Which of these is one of the older regional names for the game?
A. Soft horseshoes
B. Slab toss
C. Fire bags
D. Corn darts

	In the Kentucky origin theory, the bags were traditionally filled with what?
A. Sand
B. Dried beans
C. Corn kernels
D. Wood chips

	What was often used as the earliest version of the board in rural America?
A. Tin sheets
B. Wooden crates or planks
C. Stone slabs
D. Old car hoods

	The supposed inventor in the German legend was which kind of craftsman?
A. Blacksmith
B. Cabinet maker
C. Baker
D. Shoemaker

	Which of the following is the most commonly told name of the legendary German inventor?
A. Heinrich Baumann
B. Matthias Kuepermann
C. Karl Holzer
D. Friedrich Schmidt

	Which sport is cornhole sometimes compared to because both involve tossing objects toward a target?
A. Bocce
B. Horseshoes
C. Curling
D. All of the above

	Why did early farmers likely choose corn as a filling for the bags?
A. It was rare and valuable
B. It was soft and silent
C. It was cheap and widely available
D. It came in official bags

	What feature of the modern board was still missing in some of the earliest backyard versions?
A. A painted top
B. A slanted or angled design
C. A wooden frame
D. A flat surface

	Which of the following best describes how cornhole grew into a national sport?
A. A single federation launched it nationwide overnight
B. The government promoted it as a fitness program
C. It grew slowly through backyards, leagues, and local tournaments
D. A movie franchise made it popular



	The name cornhole is officially the only name the game has ever had.

	There is documented historical proof that Matthias Kuepermann existed.

	Cincinnati is widely considered the modern heart of cornhole in the United States.

	The American Cornhole League was founded in the 1980s.

	Corn kernels were historically used as bag filler partly because they were inexpensive and easy to replace.

	Cornhole boards have always been sold only by national sports brands.

	ESPN has aired ACL cornhole events.

	Baggo and cornhole refer to the exact same trademarked product.

	The game was popular in rural America long before it had a nationally accepted name.

	Stacey Moore is widely credited with helping cornhole become a professional sport.



	The American Cornhole League was founded in the year _______.

	In Chicago and the upper Midwest, cornhole is often simply called _______.

	According to legend, Matthias Kuepermann was a _______ maker who designed the first proper board and bags.

	The American city most associated with the modern rise of cornhole is _______.

	Cornhole is sometimes described as a cousin of ________, another backyard target sport.



	In your own words, explain why the German origin story is still so widely repeated even though historians cannot confirm that Matthias Kuepermann existed.

	Describe two reasons why Cincinnati plays such an important role in the modern history of cornhole.

	Why do you think corn kernels and burlap sacks were a natural match for early farm versions of the game?

	What role did the American Cornhole League play in turning cornhole into a serious sport rather than just a backyard activity?

	If you had to pick one name for the game that best captures its spirit, which of the common names would you choose and why?
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