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      This book is dedicated to every believer who has watched a nation drift, a church grow cold, a family lose its altar, or a heart slowly forget what once burned brightly for God.

      May the warnings of 2 Kings awaken us before compromise becomes captivity, before neglected worship becomes normal, and before the Word of God is treated as something lost in the house where it should have been loved.

      To those who still believe God is worthy of reverence, obedience, holiness, and whole-hearted worship, may these pages strengthen your resolve to cleave unto the Lord when others turn aside.

      To every parent, pastor, preacher, teacher, missionary, and servant of God who longs to see another generation remember the Lord, may this devotional remind you that no warning from Scripture is wasted when it turns a heart back to God.

      And to the wandering soul who feels the ashes of failure, the weight of chastening, or the sorrow of forgotten worship, may you see that the Lord is still merciful, still speaking, and still calling His people home.

      May we not wait until the walls are broken, the temple is burned, and the chains are fastened.

      May we return to the Lord now.

      May we worship Him wholly.

      May we remember Him faithfully.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        2 Kings 17:15  “And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them, that they should not do like them.”

      

      

      

      Forgotten worship never leaves a heart unchanged.

      

      What a soul follows, it eventually becomes.

      

      What a nation tolerates, it eventually serves.

      

      What a people refuse to hear, they may one day be forced to suffer.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Foreword

      

      
        Introduction

      

      
        Preface

      

    

    
      
        1. When a King Sought Answers From the Wrong God - 2 Kings 1

      

      
        2. The Fire That Fell Upon Proud Messengers - 2 Kings 1

      

      
        3. When Heaven Took the Prophet Home - 2 Kings 2

      

      
        4. The Mantle That Fell to the Next Generation - 2 Kings 2

      

      
        5. When Bitter Waters Were Healed by the Word of the Lord - 2 Kings 2

      

      
        6. A Valley Filled With Ditches Before the Rain Came - 2 Kings 3

      

      
        7. The Little Pot of Oil That Paid the Debt - 2 Kings 4

      

      
        8. A Mother’s Promise, Pain, and Restored Son - 2 Kings 4

      

      
        9. When Death Was in the Pot but Grace Was in the Meal - 2 Kings 4

      

      
        10. Bread Enough When God Is the Multiplier - 2 Kings 4

      

      
        11. When a Leper Washed and Grace Made Him Clean - 2 Kings 5

      

      
        12. The Greed That Clung Like Leprosy - 2 Kings 5

      

      
        13. When the Lost Axe Head Swam Back by Mercy - 2 Kings 6

      

      
        14. More With Us Than Against Us - 2 Kings 6

      

      
        15. Famine at the Gate and Mercy at the Word of the Lord - 2 Kings 6–7

      

      
        16. The Lepers Who Found Good Tidings in the Camp - 2 Kings 7

      

      
        17. When Judgment Walked Into the Palace - 2 Kings 8

      

      
        18. The Oil, the Arrow, and the Fall of Ahab’s House - 2 Kings 9

      

      
        19. When Jezebel Fell From the Window of Pride - 2 Kings 9

      

      
        20. A House Cut Down for Generations of Sin - 2 Kings 10

      

      
        21. A Hidden Child and a Crown Preserved by God - 2 Kings 11

      

      
        22. Repairing the House While Hearts Still Needed Repair - 2 Kings 12

      

      
        23. The Arrow of Deliverance and the Halfhearted King - 2 Kings 13

      

      
        24. Kings Who Rose, Fell, and Forgot the Lord - 2 Kings 14–15

      

      
        25. When Idolatry Sold the Nation Into Chains - 2 Kings 16–17

      

      
        26. The Day the Northern Kingdom Fell - 2 Kings 17

      

      
        27. A King Who Cleaved Unto the Lord - 2 Kings 18

      

      
        28. When the Enemy Mocked and Prayer Entered the Temple - 2 Kings 18–19

      

      
        29. Fifteen Years, Bitter Tears, and a Shadow Turned Backward - 2 Kings 20

      

      
        30. The Boy King Who Found the Forgotten Book - 2 Kings 21–23

      

      
        31. When the Glory Departed and Jerusalem Burned - 2 Kings 24–25

      

    

    
      
        Afterword

      

      
        Also by Joshua Rhoades

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      There are portions of Scripture that comfort the heart like a quiet stream, and there are portions that shake the soul like thunder over a guilty nation. Second Kings does both. It gives us miracles of mercy, answers to prayer, divine protection, and gracious provision, yet it also leads us through the sorrowful decline of kings, homes, altars, cities, and kingdoms that forgot the Lord.

      2 Kings: A 31-Day Devotional — The Fall of a Nation: Warnings From Forgotten Worship is a journey through one of the most sobering books in the Old Testament. It reminds us that spiritual ruin does not usually arrive suddenly. It begins with small compromises, tolerated idols, neglected truth, repeated disobedience, and hearts that slowly lose their fear of God. By the time Samaria falls and Jerusalem burns, the ashes are only revealing what had already happened in the hearts of the people.

      Yet this book is not written to leave the reader in despair. Second Kings is filled with evidence that the Lord was still speaking, still warning, still healing, still providing, and still calling His people back. He healed bitter waters, multiplied oil, raised the dead, cleansed Naaman, opened blinded eyes, defended Hezekiah, and answered prayer in impossible moments. Even in days of national decline, the mercy of God had not vanished.

      The great question this devotional places before us is not merely, “What happened to Israel and Judah?” The greater question is, “What is happening in us?” Are we remembering the Lord, or slowly forgetting Him? Are we removing the high places, or preserving them? Are we opening the Book, or leaving it buried in the house of God?

      May these pages stir holy fear, honest repentance, and renewed devotion. May they call us back to the Lord before compromise becomes captivity, before worship becomes memory, and before the walls begin to fall.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      The book of 2 Kings is a solemn record of a nation that had every reason to remember God, yet slowly forgot Him. It begins with kings seeking answers from false gods and ends with Jerusalem burning beneath the weight of judgment. Between those two scenes, we see prophets, miracles, mercy, warnings, revivals, sieges, sickness, deliverance, idolatry, and captivity. Again and again, the Lord speaks, provides, corrects, rescues, and warns. Yet again and again, the hearts of kings and people drift back toward the altars that cannot save.

      2 Kings: A 31-Day Devotional — The Fall of a Nation: Warnings From Forgotten Worship is not written merely to rehearse the history of Israel and Judah. It is written to awaken the heart. This book reminds us that no nation, family, church, or soul falls all at once. The fall begins when worship becomes neglected, when obedience becomes optional, when idols become normal, and when the Word of the Lord is pushed aside for convenience, pride, fear, or pleasure.

      Yet 2 Kings is not only a book of judgment. It is also a book of mercy. God healed bitter waters, multiplied oil, raised a child, opened blinded eyes, defended a praying king, and sent prophets into dark places. Even in days of decline, the Lord was still speaking. Even when kings failed, God’s word stood firm. Even when worship was forgotten, Heaven did not forget His people.

      For thirty-one days, this devotional invites you to walk through the warnings and wonders of 2 Kings with a tender, honest heart. May these chapters call us back to reverence, back to obedience, back to worship, and back to the Lord before forgotten worship becomes a fallen life.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This devotional was written with a burden: that we would not study the fall of Israel and Judah as distant history while ignoring the slow drift that can happen in our own hearts.

      The book of 2 Kings is not merely about ruined thrones, defeated armies, burned walls, and captive people. It is about worship forgotten long before cities fell. It is about hearts that grew comfortable with idols, kings who treated the Word of God lightly, and generations that inherited compromise until judgment could no longer be ignored.

      As you read these thirty-one devotionals, do not hurry through them. Let each chapter ask honest questions. What have I tolerated that God has commanded me to remove? Where have I sought help before seeking the Lord? Has worship become routine instead of reverent? Is the Word of God open in my life, or has it become a forgotten book in the house?

      Second Kings is severe, but it is not hopeless. The Lord still healed, warned, provided, restored, defended, and called. His mercy appeared in empty vessels, bitter waters, opened eyes, answered prayer, and a hidden remnant of hope even after judgment came.

      My prayer is that this devotional will help you read 2 Kings with a tender heart and a listening spirit. May the warnings awaken us. May the mercy humble us. May the judgments sober us. May the faithfulness of God strengthen us.

      And may we remember the Lord now, before forgotten worship becomes a fallen life.
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            WHEN A KING SOUGHT ANSWERS FROM THE WRONG GOD - 2 KINGS 1

          

        

      

    

    
      Second Kings opens with a king in trouble, but the deepest tragedy is not that Ahaziah fell through a lattice in his upper chamber. The greater sorrow is that when pain entered his palace, his heart did not turn toward the Lord. Wounded, uncertain, and facing the possibility of death, he sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron. Israel had the Word of the Lord, the testimony of the prophets, the memory of covenant mercy, and the history of God’s mighty works. Yet the king sought answers from a false god that could neither heal, hear, nor save. His body was broken by the fall, but his worship had already been broken by unbelief. When a man seeks direction from the wrong god, his crisis reveals the condition of his heart.

          The angel of the Lord sent Elijah to meet the messengers before they ever reached Ekron. God interrupted the journey because Heaven would not let Ahaziah’s rebellion go unchallenged. Elijah asked, “Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron?” That question was sharp because it exposed the insult hidden inside Ahaziah’s decision. To seek Baal-zebub was to act as though the living God of Israel were absent, silent, weak, or unnecessary. The king’s messengers were traveling outward, but God’s word met them on the road and turned the issue inward. The problem was not merely where they were going, but what their going said about whom they trusted.

          Elijah declared that Ahaziah would not come down from the bed where he had gone up, but would surely die. This was not cruelty from God, but righteous judgment spoken to a king who had despised the Lord’s place in Israel. The palace could send messengers, but it could not escape the word of the Lord. Ahaziah wanted information about his condition, but God gave him a verdict about his rebellion. Sometimes people seek answers while refusing repentance. They want to know what will happen next, but they do not want to face why their hearts have wandered. The Lord’s message forced Ahaziah to see that false worship had eternal weight.

          When the messengers returned quickly, Ahaziah knew something had interrupted them. They told him the words of the man who met them, and the king asked what manner of man he was. When they described him as a hairy man girt with a girdle of leather about his loins, Ahaziah said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.” The name of Elijah still carried the weight of truth in a nation that preferred lies. The prophet who had confronted Ahab and Baal now confronted Ahab’s son and Baal-zebub. Wickedness may pass from one generation to another, but God’s word remains faithful from one generation to another. A new king did not mean a new standard before the Lord.

          Ahaziah then sent a captain of fifty with his fifty to Elijah, commanding him to come down. The captain called him “thou man of God,” but his tone carried royal pressure rather than holy reverence. Elijah answered, “If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty.” Fire fell from heaven and consumed them, and the same happened when a second captain came with the same proud command. These scenes are sobering because they show that holy things must not be handled with arrogance. The title “man of God” means nothing when the heart refuses to fear the God behind the man. Heaven will not be ordered around by the pride of a dying king.

          The third captain came differently, falling on his knees before Elijah and pleading for his life and the lives of his men. He did not come with swagger, presumption, or careless authority. He came humbled by what had already happened, asking that his life might be precious in Elijah’s sight. The angel of the Lord then told Elijah to go down with him and not be afraid. Humility opened the path that pride had closed in judgment. The difference was not that God had changed, but that the posture of the messenger had changed. A humble heart is always safer near holy truth than a proud command.

          Elijah stood before Ahaziah and repeated the word of the Lord: because he had sent to enquire of Baal-zebub, as though there were no God
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