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This book is dedicated to all litigants who are fighting, or have fought, their cases in the Indian courts, sometimes for many years, as well as the judges, lawyers and other participants of the Indian legal system. 
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The Indian court system is a large institution. There are thousands of cases being heard daily in the different courts of the land, big and small. Some of the cases run into years and others into decades. It thus affects lakhs or crores of people.

In this book, we write a few stories illustrating different aspects of the Indian court system, how it affects the common people in different situations of life. One of the stories is interpreting the timeless Indian epic, the Mahabharata, as a dispute fought in the Indian courts. 

None of these stories are real, any similarity with persons living or dead is purely a matter of coincidence. 

Our aim is to present the Indian court system from different viewpoints, and thus help the reader to gain an appreciation of the experience of different aspects of the court system for the common man. At the end of each story, we have added a section on lessons to learn from that story. 

The intention is to show how the common man can succeed in getting justice if they persevere, even if the process is slow and fraught with difficulties. It is also worth noting that since this book was first written, India’s criminal laws have undergone their most sweeping transformation in over 160 years. From July 2024, three new laws — the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) — replaced the Indian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, and the Indian Evidence Act respectively. The stories and lessons in this book remain as relevant as ever under these new laws, as the fundamental challenges of delay, access to justice, and the experiences of ordinary litigants are largely unchanged. 
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Once there were two brothers named Dhritarashtra and Pandu who lived in a suburb in Delhi called Hastinapur with their parents. Their parents ran a comfortable business and their company was growing and profitable. They also had considerable property and assets. 

Dhritarashtra was older than his brother Pandu by a couple of years. However, Dhritarashtra was partly disabled since he was blind from childhood. Therefore, he envied Pandu who was the favourite of their parents. Other than that, both the brothers did not have many problems. They lived in a comfortable upper middle-class home and shared everything they had. They lived as a joint family with aunts and uncles and other relatives in a big villa in a prime location.

When they grew up, both the brothers got married, Dhritarashtra to a girl named Gandhari and Pandu to a girl named Kunti. They soon gave birth to sons, Gandhari to a son named Duryodhana and Kunti to a son named Yudhisthira. Soon after the birth of Yudhisthira, Pandu got diagnosed with cancer and died prematurely. As a result, Dhritarashtra got to manage the family business as the CEO of the company after the death of their parents, with help from the other members of the extended family. 

While growing up, at first the cousin brothers Yudhisthira and Duryodhana were friendly to each other and played and studied together and shared all their belongings. But as they grew up, jealousy developed inside Duryodhana towards his cousin brother Yudhisthira. Yudhisthira did well at studies in school while Duryodhana just managed to pass his exams. The same thing happened after school: Yudhisthira got admission in a top-ranking college and a decent job with a multinational corporation (MNC) after graduation. He also married a beautiful girl called Draupadi. Duryodhana just managed to get into a mediocre college and had to struggle for a few years before managing a low paying job. Moreover, his wife Bhanumati was not as good looking and skilled as Yudhisthira’s wife Draupadi. Due to all these reasons, Duryodhana developed a lot of negative emotions towards his cousin brother.

After both Yudhisthira and Duryodhana had finished college and got some years of work experience, the time came for the family business to be split between them. Dhritarashtra was currently managing the company as CEO and was naturally partial to his own son Duryodhana. But on the advice of other elders in their joint family, he decided to split the shares 50:50 and hand roughly equal number of divisions of the company to each one. 

This arrangement went on for a couple of years, each side managing their part of the business. Through capable strategic leadership and hard work, Yudhisthira was able to efficiently manage and grow his part of the company, while Duryodhana turned out a failure at managing his part of the business. This served only to further increase the jealousy Duryodhana felt towards Yudhisthira. 

Aside from the jealousy of not doing as well as Yudhishthira, splitting the company 50:50 in
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