
        
            [image: cover]
        



  	
	    
	      Also by Mark Abel

	    

      
	    
          
        
          
	          Sweet Art.

          
        
          
	          The Glove.

          
        
          
	          101 Cheshire Gems.

          
        
          
	          Paved Walks Around Cheshire.

          
        
          
	          Street Art England.

          
        
          
	          Monumental

          
        
          
	          Banish Your Back Pain

          
        
          
	          101  County Durham Gems

          
        
          
	          No Clown Turned Down

          
        
          
	          101 North Yorkshire Gems

          
        
          
	          North East Nooks and Crannies

          
        
      

      
    
    


101 COUNTY DURHAM &
TEESSIDE GEMS

COPYRIGHT MARK ABEL 2018

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY J.A.


INTRODUCTION

 


Written for those who find delight in the
unexpected treasures to be found in the wonderful region of Durham
and Teesside.

With its year round beauty and drama, ranging
from street art reflecting the industrial heritage to sculptures
proudly overlooking some of the best scenery and beaches in the
country the region cannot fail to stimulate and as the industrial
eyesores of the past fade away, the area just gets better and
better for outdoor types.

All of the attractions in this book can be
reached without crossing muddy fields and provide an enjoyable form
of gentle exercise, with hopefully, a little mental
stimulation.

No expensive clothing is required, though
suitable footwear is always advisable and a copy of a good street
map for the region may be useful.

There are plenty of places to visit and
picnic in stunning surroundings whilst getting out in all
seasons.

Some of the attractions are well known, but I
hope the majority will be new discoveries, and even better, none of
them cost any money to see.

As borders and boundaries seem to be in a
constant state of flux and to create a compact area I have
concentrated on the County Durham, Cleveland and Teesside areas as
well as postcode designations.


CHAPTER 1

HART, HEADLAND, HARTLEPOOL & SEATON
CAREW.

 


These four destinations contain an impressive
selection of things to see and their close proximity to each other
means they can easily be combined into a day trip. There are plenty
of places to buy food or if the weather is good, you could picnic
on the beach.

Start at the village of Hart, which is to the
north west of Hartlepool on the A179. The main road has a good
collection of attractive buildings on it but of particular interest
is the figurehead mounted on the exterior wall decorating the White
Hart Inn (1) taken from the wrecked barque ‘The Rising Sun’ sunk
off Hartlepool in 1861.

Follow the signs to St Mary
Madeleine’s Church, (2) this Saxon era church is one of the oldest
in the north east. If you have children with you , send them off to
see if they can find the small sculpture of St George and the
Dragon sited on the exterior church wall. There is also an
unconsecrated grave here just outside the churchyard near the gate
.Dating from the time of Elizabeth 1st; one can only wonder how the occupant’s lifestyle managed to
offend the local clergy. They were probably a non-conformist or
possibly a person that had committed suicide.

Looking away from the church you will see the
Hart windmill (3) one of the few surviving northern tower mills
which was also used as a navigation aid to ships entering the
harbour. It ceased to be used in 1915.

HEADLAND

Headland lies just to the north of Hartlepool
but many people don’t visit it as they mistakenly think it is part
of the docks. How wrong they are. For such a small area, there is
so much to see. I am selecting three in particular but will mention
the others so that you can make the most of a visit.

Start out at the end of Durham Street near to
the impressive St Hilda’s Church and walk straight on towards the
water. This will bring you to the Town wall, facing the water, turn
right and walk along the walls with its row of impressive houses
until you reach the information Board and the two mosaics set into
pavement (4). This is a subtle tribute to the brave individuals who
have rescued people from the sea. Set into the ground are small
round plaques with their names on and combined with the attractive
seating it makes a pleasant yet understated mark of respect for
their heroism.

Just further along, on the water’s edge where
the walls come to an end, you can see where the old steps led down
to the ferry and the Hartlepool monkey statue.


Turn back and follow the wall back along the
shoreline and over to your left, you will spot the statue of Andy
Capp (5), the long- running cartoon character from the Sunday
Mirror newspaper. Andy was created by local artist Reg Smythe and
became a big hit all over the world. He was rumoured to be based on
the artist’s father.

Carry on along the shore to reach the war
memorial (6) in Redheugh Gardens, which is set amongst a group of
attractively painted houses .The plaque here mentions the 114
people killed by the German naval bombardment of December 1914.
This audacious act was promptly utilised as a propaganda tool
urging British men to enlist in the army and must have been a
horrific experience for the townsfolk many of whom believed the war
would be finished by Christmas.
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Just past the lighthouse is the Heugh Gun
Battery on the cliff, which returned fire onto the Battle cruisers.
It is now a museum. Walking away from the sea here along Moor
Terrace will drop you back down to St Hilda’s Rectory on the right
and the Church. Carry on into the High Street and you will find the
old town water pump.

A trip to the pier now, but you won’t need
any money for the pier-end amusements. As you leave Headland, take
the Old Cemetery Road and follow it until you reach the cemetery.
Stop here and walk through the graveyard towards the sea, where to
the left you will find Steetley Pier (7),originally constructed to
fetch sea water on shore to be used in the production of magnesia,
it is now the only remaining trace of the huge Steetley Magnesite
works that once stood here.

Until 2017, the cliff top here was an eyesore
of derelict factory buildings and industrial waste, but at long
last, it has been cleared up, new houses have finally been built
and all that remains is the mysterious pier.

HARTLEPOOL


Head back into Hartlepool town centre and
start out from the football ground on Clarence Road; walk past the
Morrison Supermarket car park and cross Museum Road that runs to
the right.

Enter the grounds of the old Gray Art Gallery
and Museum on Clarence Road through the gates on the right and you
will find the ornamental drinking Fountain (8) with its impressive
multicoloured faience earthenware finish dating from 1902 and moved
here in 1979. Sadly it no longer works.

Just alongside you will find the 10 ft tall
red head sculpture , this is ‘The Watcher’ by John Atkins(9) and
was originally intended to be sited in the Marina looking out to
sea but apparently the new Marina owners weren’t too keen on the
looks of the piece and so it was shuffled off to here. The metal
and concrete sculpture was the winner of a competition run by the
Teesside Development Corporation, which does tend to make you
wonder about the quality of the other entries.

Go back out of the gate, turn left up Museum
Road and at the top cut through the tiny piece of greenery on Raby
Road to the left.

Look to your left here to find the classical
styled entrance of the Girl’s High School (10).

Be sure to get up close to the gates so that
you can see the Electric Tram Offices dating from 1900, originally
sited at the tram sheds the system closed in 1927 and the building
was relocated here in 1982.

Follow your steps back to the entrance of the
old Art Gallery and follow on to end off Clarence Road. Use the
pedestrian crossing to cross the main road, pass the impressive Art
Gallery set inside the church (well worth a visit) to reach the
Hartlepool Train Station.

This may not be the Age of the train any
longer, but the displays on the station wall here hark back to a
time of glamorous seaside holidays and railway travels when
everything was brighter, cleaner and more hopeful.

Follow the interior wall of the station to
the right -hand corner where you will find a railway map made up of
ceramic tiles (11).

Dating from around 1900, this wall mounted
navigational aid was made by the Craven, Dunnill Company of
Shropshire, who have recently recommenced bespoke tile
manufacturing using the same time-honoured Victorian processes.

The map clearly shows how many train lines
existed prior to the closing down of over 5000 miles of track and
2300 stations during the 1960s.

Over the tracks and totally modern, but aping
older times are a series of wall-mounted posters (12).
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These twelve exciting pieces are the work of
Abigail Taylor and Owen Smith and were selected from a competition
arranged by the Hartlepool Council and Cleveland College of Art and
Design

They manage to create an impressive welcome
to the town for people arriving by train and by mimicking the
much-loved golden age of rail travel posters of the 1930's to 50's
they show Hartlepool and its attractions at its best.

If you liked these nostalgic posters then why
not check out the bus station at Seaton Carew in the flesh and at
the same time enjoy the wonderful beach.

Head south out of Hartlepool on the A689 and
follow the road signs for Seaton Carew, turning left at the
appropriate roundabout. Continue until you reach the sea front and
turn right on Coronation Drive (A178). At the far end of the road,
where the shops end you will reach The Bus Station (13) shown on
the poster.

When Thomas Mowbray Stonehouse constructed it
in 1938, this Art Deco structure made building history by featuring
the first use of curved concrete in a building.

It has now been well restored but originally
the clock tower was a sandstone colour contrasting with the white
walls, which was possibly more effective.

It seems odd that many groundbreaking designs
and construction techniques appear to be located in obscure
locations. Perhaps it reflects a lack of confidence in the designs
or construction techniques and an out-of-sight, out-of-mind
attitude.
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