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				To Rey “Bear” Asnong

				May you one day dance under the glow of the Northern Lights

			

		

		
			
				Gold nuggets for everyone!

				Thank you to ALL my devoted Nuptse and Lhotse fans, who have supported these cats over the years on so many of their adventures. A special thank you to the students and teachers at Tillicum Elementary School, Victoria, BC, for your enthusiasm for this book in its earliest stages, and to Noer W. and her Grade Two class of “top-secret book reviewers” at Alpenglow Community School, Canmore, Alberta – your suggestions and laughter filled my heart.
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				(Nup-see)

				Named after Mount Nuptse, a mountain beside Mount Everest

				A little-sister cat

				A scaredy cat

				Loves jellybeans, mittens and building sandcastles 

			

		

		
			
				Once upon a time, two marvellous, globetrotting cats were making pictures about their latest adventures. Winter had just begun, and the two cats were waiting for the first snow to fall.
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				Named after Mount Lhotse, a mountain near Mount Everest

				A big-brother cat

				A courageous cat

				Loves mystery books, microscopes and looking for starfish
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				Lhotse finished printing his pictures and wandered up to the attic in search of a photo album. Nuptse heard a bump and a thump, and then what sounded like a sneeze then a squeal.

				“Come here, Nuptse! I found a trunk up here that belonged to Auntie Kannernark,” Lhotse called.

				“Is that a treasure chest?” Nuptse asked, rushing into the attic. “Open it!” Lhotse carefully opened the trunk and pulled out the most unusual tools the cats had ever seen.

			

		

		
			
				“I know what these are,” said Lhotse excitedly. “Before there were maps, polar explorers used the night stars and these tools to guide them across oceans or to find the North and South Poles.”

				Nuptse squealed and dove headfirst into the chest. “Look at THIS!” she said triumphantly, holding up a beautiful globe. “Let’s make a wish while I shake it. Maybe it will finally start snowing!”
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				The cats closed their eyes and wished for snow. They opened them again. Snowflakes swirled inside the globe. The cats were mesmerized.

				“LOOK OUTSIDE!” said Lhotse. “It’s a blizzard!” The wind howled around the house. Mitten-sized snowflakes swirled in all directions.
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				“Something’s coming through the snow,” said Lhotse. “I think it’s a sled!”

				“A sled? With reindeer? And presents? And San…”

			

		

		
			
				“Not that kind of sled!” Lhotse laughed. “I think it’s a dogsled team.”

				With harnesses jingling, tongues lolling, drool dangling and teeth snapping, the dogs came to a barking and breathless halt in front of the cats’ home. A fox jumped down from the sled and approached the cats.

			

		




		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				“I’m Roald the Polar Explorer Fox,” he said. “I’ve travelled around the world too many times to count on my paws, but somehow I got lost in this blizzard. Do you know what happened?”

				“Nuptse shook this globe, and we made it snow,” answered Lhotse.
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				“I’ve seen that globe before!” Roald exclaimed. “It once belonged to Kannernark, the bravest Arctic explorer I ever met. She left my expedition to search for the greatest treasure of the North, in the land of the Midnight Sun.”

				“We love treasure hunts. Let’s go find what she was looking for!” said Lhotse.

				“Well, what are we waiting for? Just hop on my sled!” instructed Roald. The cats climbed over the rails and into the sled’s basket, and away they went.
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