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Preface






This is a brief
study of Exodus 4:1-5. This passage contains a conversation between
Moses and God, in which Moses honestly expressed his doubts and
insecurities concerning the purpose of God for his life. God,
however, had been preparing Moses all along for this special task,
and He showed Moses how He would use what He had already given him
to accomplish the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the most
powerful nation on the earth.

God has been
preparing each of us personally for a special task. No trial,
struggle or weakness is wasted. Every gift or experience He has
given, when surrendered to Him, is useful for the accomplishing of
His will. God has been working in our lives from the time we were
born, preparing and training us for this. He has put us in
circumstances or places for a reason. He has given us experiences
in life to teach us. Each person is uniquely equipped by God for
their calling in life.

In Exodus 4:1-5 we
will see how God used an ordinary man with a simple tool to
accomplish something he could never have imagined. By surrendering
everything to the Lord, Moses saw the impossible accomplished. His
story is a challenge to each of us. These few verses contain vital
spiritual lessons for ministry today. These simple truths, if
applied to our lives, can have a dramatic impact on this world for
the cause of our God.

Take your time in
this study to meditate on the lessons God was teaching Moses. Ask
God to help you to not only understand but also to apply these
lessons to your life and ministry today. My prayer is that the
simple truths of these few verses will have a dramatic impact on
the life of each reader and ultimately be the means through which
His people will step out as Moses did to see the wonderful blessing
of God.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 - The
Cry of God's People






As we embark on
the study of Exodus 4:1-5 it is important that we understand the
context. Let’s take a moment to see what has been happening in the
lives of God’s people at this time.

ISRAEL’S
OPPRESSION IN EGYPT

These were
difficult days. The children of Israel were living in Egypt. They
had settled there when Joseph was a ruler under Pharaoh. Under his
leadership they were treated well and the blessing of God was on
them. A new king came to power, however, who did not have the same
concern. He saw Israel as a threat and forced them into slavery. We
catch a glimpse of the suffering God’s people endured under this
new Pharaoh’s reign in Exodus 2:23:

During that
long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in
their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of
their slavery went up to God.

Notice the use of
the word “groan” (NIV). This leads us to understand that their pain
was very intense. They were weary and oppressed to the point that
they groaned in agony over the burden they had to bear.

This oppression,
however, did not keep God's people from receiving His blessing. He
continued to reveal His presence by increasing their number. This
only incited further anxiety on the part of Pharaoh. He increased
their workload and demanded that when the Israelite women gave
birth to male children the midwives were to kill these babies
(Exodus 1:15). We can see the intensity of hatred that was
developing in Egypt toward the Israelite people and the blessing of
God on their lives.

When his plan to
kill every male child through the midwives did not work, Pharaoh
took a more aggressive step. He called on all his people to take
the new born male children of Israel and throw them into the Nile
River, leaving them there to drown.

It is hard to
imagine a society with such an intense hatred toward another people
group; where baby boys were killed simply because they were Jewish.
Imagine the deep pain God’s people were experiencing as their new
born sons were taken from them and drowned in the river.

Israel had been
reduced to slavery. Their children were being murdered before their
eyes. It was not only legal for any Egyptian to kill these newborn
male children, but it was also the wish of the government at that
time. It is not hard to see that Satan was behind these horrible
events. God’s people groaned under their burden. They had nowhere
to turn but to the Lord. They cried out, pleading with Him to
release them from their burden.

MOSES’
BACKGROUND

An Israelite baby
boy by the name of Moses was born at that time. Through a series of
miraculous events, this young child won the heart of Pharaoh’s
daughter. She adopted him as her own. Moses, though he was Jewish,
grew up in the privilege and wealth of Egypt. He was aware,
however, of his Israelite heritage.

One day Moses went
out to see what was happening with the Jews. While he was watching,
he noticed an Egyptian beating a Jewish slave. This angered him and
he came to the defence of the Jew, killing the Egyptian. When news
of what he had done reached the ears of Pharaoh, he was furious
with Moses and tried to kill him. Moses was forced to leave Egypt
to save his life.

This would have
been a very difficult time for Moses. He fled to the land of Midian
where he would live as a stranger, separated from his people and
from those who had raised him. Moses married a Midianite woman and
they had a son. Moses named this son Gershom because he said: “I
have become an alien in a foreign land.” This shows us that Moses
was grieving in his heart over his exile.

Moses felt
helpless to do anything for his own people. He felt alone in a
foreign country. There was likely a sense of confusion and
helplessness in his life at this time. Perhaps he felt somewhat
abandoned by God. He had gone from being a prince in Egypt to being
a shepherd in Midian, rejected by his people and alone in a distant
country. There were very likely many questions in Moses’ heart at
this time. He may have felt as if God had slammed a door in his
face and left him standing all alone.

It was in this
context that the Lord God appeared to Moses in a burning bush
(Exodus 3:1-2). The voice of God came from the bush and spoke to
Moses saying: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:6). God went on to
tell Moses that He had seen the affliction of His people and heard
their cry for help (Exodus 3:7). That day, the Lord God told Moses
that He was calling him to return to Egypt to deliver His people
from the oppression they were facing. Exodus 4:1-5 comes in the
context of great suffering, persecution, disappointment and
helplessness. God had heard the prayers of His people and
determined to come to their aid.

There are three
lessons we need to draw from this context. The first is that God
does not guarantee us that we will not have problems in this life.
Christians all over the world are suffering for their faith, even
in our day. If there is anything to be learned from the context of
Exodus 4:1-5, it is that we will sometimes be hated because we
belong to God. Listen to what Jesus told His disciples in Matthew
24:9:

Then you will
be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me.

We are in the
midst of an intense spiritual battle. Satan’s rage is real. He
lashes out at those who belong to Christ. We should not be
surprised if we feel the sting of his arrows. As long as
righteousness is living in the midst of sin, it will be despised.
Pharaoh’s anger against Israel gives us a brief glimpse of the
nature of the battle before us in our day as well.

The second lesson
we need to learn from this context is that God does see what is
happening to His people and hears their prayers. Where could Israel
turn in her time of oppression? She had no one to stand with her.
No other nation would come to her aid. She had been brought to a
place where the only place to turn was to God. When everyone else
had deserted her, God alone remained faithful.

What is true of
Israel was also true of Moses. There in the desert, Moses had
nowhere to go. He was likely lost in his disappointments and
defeat. He felt alone and abandoned, but God reached out to him in
that loneliness. There in that barren desert, God spoke to Moses,
reminded him of his family, and gave him a purpose in life. Do you
feel alone, disappointed and discouraged? God wants to reach out to
you as well. No matter how difficult things appear to be, God is
present. He sees our need and will respond in His time.

The final lesson I
want to touch on here is this: God uses unlikely people to
accomplish His purposes. Moses was now in his eighties. He was no
longer in the prime of life. He lived as a simple shepherd.
Admittedly, he had been raised as an Egyptian but he had been
banished from his country. Returning to Egypt could cost him his
life. He was born an Israelite but his own people did not accept
him because he had been raised as an Egyptian. For the past forty
years he had been living in Midian, but he knew this was not his
home. He struggled to know who he really was or where he fit into
the overall purpose of God. This is the man God chose to be an
instrument in His hands to deliver His people from bondage and
captivity. God uses unlikely people.

Exodus 4:1-5 is a
conversation between God and Moses regarding this special call on
Moses’ life. It reveals the insecurity of Moses but also the
wonderful power of God at work in Him. It is a challenge to each of
us in our own insecurities and uncertainties. Moses is a picture of
each of us with our failures and shortcomings. He is also a picture
of what God wants to do with even the simplest of believers. It is
my prayer that this brief study will challenge us to take hold of
God’s call on our own lives and step out boldly to accomplish His
purpose.






For
Consideration:

* What is the
context for Exodus 4:1-5? What were the people of God facing at
this time in their history? What was Moses facing personally?

* What do we
learn about the nature of the spiritual battle before us? What
evidence is there of this battle today?

* Have you ever
been brought to a place where you have no one to turn to but God?
What was the result?

* What kind of
people does God use to accomplish His purpose? What were some of
the issues Moses was dealing with in his life when God called him?
What are some of the issues you are dealing with personally?

For Prayer:

* Thank the
Lord that even when the spiritual battle rages around you, He has
not forgotten you.

* Ask the Lord
to give you strength to face the fierceness of the spiritual battle
before you today.

* Do you know
someone who has been suffering or persecuted for their faith? Take
a moment to ask the Lord to comfort, strengthen and encourage
them.

* Ask God to
make you more willing to trust Him and step out in obedience to His
call on your life. Thank Him that He is willing to use you despite
your shortcomings and struggles.
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