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introduction

Crochet, and granny squares in particular, have experienced a resurgence in popularity lately. They’ve been taking center stage worldwide, appearing on catwalks internationally, on telephone poles (as crochet graffiti) and in more and more homes. It seems the world has fallen in love with granny squares! And why wouldn’t they?

My love of granny squares began at quite an early point in my life. As a child, I would sit and watch my grandmother crochet, creating individual granny squares, each bursting with color. In turn, she 
would join the squares to form multicolored blankets of warmth and love. It was the colors that really captured my attention. Squares alive with wicked bold color combinations sang to my heart.

The essence of this book is to introduce crochet (and color) to your home with granny squares as your starting point. If you have “Learn to crochet” on your to-do list, I hope this book will inspire you to pick up a hook and begin. If you are an experienced crocheter wishing to ignite your work with a little more color, but you’re at a loss about where to begin, let the color discussion accompanying each project encourage you to go forth boldly to experiment with color. Dare to incorporate unexpected color combinations—you’ll be surprised at the wonderful results.

After learning the tips, tricks and techniques of crochet in the first chapter, you’ll find projects for each room of your home in the following chapters. If you’ve never crocheted before, begin with a cushion. An injection of bright, bold color in the form of crocheted cushions will transform your living room in an instant. Or a cozy crocheted blanket is always welcomed when the weather turns cold. Try one in a mix of colors; either of the blankets featured in this book would provide color and comfort throughout the winter. For an unconventional twist on granny squares, you’ll find plenty of inspiration in these pages. For example, the Grocer’s Tote on page 66 is perfect for fashionably running to the grocery store or farmer’s market. Crochet-covered hangers like the ones on page 122 make superb gifts and can be made quickly; they’re great for last-minute gifts. Or try plunging your toes into a cozy crocheted mat like the one on page 130 as you step out of the shower! I hope throughout the pages you will find projects that appeal to you and color combinations that stop you in your tracks and inspire you to dress your home with color.

Today’s the day—pick up a hook and a skein of yarn, and color your world with granny squares!





chapter one

Getting Started

Granny squares, to me, are the foundation of crochet. By embarking on your crochet journey with basic granny squares, you will gain the confidence to progress to more intricate patterns as well as fancier stitches and textures in no time.

In this chapter you’ll find everything you need to be off to a good beginning. The beauty of crochet is that you only need a skein of yarn 
and a crochet hook to begin, and we’ll cover both of those here. Plus, granny squares involve only a few relatively simple stitches. Study the stitch diagrams; once you’ve mastered the basic stitches, the sky’s the limit. Hook a few practice swatches of each stitch, and then try your 
hand at projects in the following chapters.

Relax and crochet with confidence, and soon you’ll be hooked!
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materials

The tools and materials for crochet are quite simple: for every project, start by picking a crochet hook and yarn.

Crochet hooks come in many different sizes, colors and materials. They can be made of aluminum, plastic, wood and even bamboo. Personally, I’m drawn to brightly colored anodized aluminum crochet hooks. The two most important factors to consider when choosing a hook are picking the right size for your project and selecting a hook that is comfortable in your hand and easy for you to use. A list of crochet hook sizes can be found in General Crochet Information on page 138.

After a crochet hook comes yarn. Yarn, glorious yarn, comes in many different colors, textures, weights and compositions. Admittedly, I’m taken 
by color and place less emphasis on composition. I like to mix things up a bit and sometimes combine both pure wool and acrylic into one project. You can do the same, or follow your own preferences. All of the projects in this book were hooked with Cascade 220, a 100 percent pure wool yarn. Cascade 220 boasts an enormous color palette and is absolutely divine to work with.

Keeping Track

When I start a new project, I keep the ball bands from the yarns used and staple a sample of the yarn to the band. This gives me a quick visual record of the yarns from the project that I can go back to again and again.
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When you choose a yarn, consider the end use of your project, and refer to the care instructions on the band that accompanies each skein of yarn so you know how to take care of the finished project. If it’s going to receive a lot of wear and tear, consider using a machine-washable yarn. If you 
have crocheted a scrumptious blanket and intend to gift it 
to someone special, include a band from the yarn used so 
the recipient will know how to care for the item correctly.

Next, you need to consider how the hook and yarn will interact. On the band of each skein of yarn you’ll notice a suggested hook size that is recommended when working with that particular yarn. Remember that this is only a 
suggestion: If you find your work is too loose, go down a hook size; alternatively, if you find that your work is too tight, go up a hook size. Sample different yarns and hooks until you find a combination that creates a fabric you like. You can find more about yarn and gauge in General Crochet Information as well.

Ultimately, both hook and yarn choices will be influenced by personal preference and budget. Experiment with different yarns until you find a favorite, and likewise with crochet hooks. Set aside a little “pin money” for when it comes time for your next yarn splurge.

After you have chosen your hook and yarn, you’ll only need to add a yarn needle (for sewing in ends) and scissors (for trimming yarn tails). If you like, you can also use some of the numerous crochet accessories on the market to make your crochet experience easier and more enjoyable.
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basic crochet stitches

Over the next few pages you’ll find step-by-step instructions for basic crochet stitches and granny squares. As you follow these instructions, the most important thing to remember is to relax. Take a deep breath and sit comfortably as you practice. When teaching crochet classes 
in the past, I’ve noticed that if you are rigid and tense when you crochet, it will show in your work. Your tension will be tight, which in turn makes it difficult to maneuver your crochet hook into the stitches. I have also witnessed people holding their breath, maybe from concentrating too hard to perfect each wrap of the yarn. Please remember to exhale! Breathe and relax with each stitch performed. Crochet is soothing for the soul after all.

Start by tensioning the yarn with your hand. You can thread the yarn under and over your fingers, or you can wrap the yarn around your little finger to tension it. Use any method that allows you to control the flow of the yarn through your hand. Hold the hook however you feel most comfortable. Some prefer to hold the hook like a pencil; others prefer a grip like they’d use on a bicycle handlebar. There is no right or wrong way—do what works for you, and make sure not to grip the crochet hook too tightly.


slip knot

Use this easy knot at the beginning of every project to attach the yarn to the crochet hook.
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1 Insert the hook into a stitch, wrap the yarn around the hook, and draw the yarn through only the first loop on the hook.
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2 Wrap the yarn around the hook again, and draw the yarn through both loops on the hook. One single crochet made.

chain stitch (ch)

Chain stitches are often used at the start of a project and can also be used to travel from area to area within a project.
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1 Wrap the yarn around the hook, and draw it through the loop on the hook. One chain made.

single crochet (sc)

A single crochet is a short, compact stitch.
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1 Insert the hook into a stitch, wrap the yarn around the hook, and draw the yarn through only the first loop on the hook.
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2 Wrap the yarn around the hook again, and draw the yarn through both loops on the hook. One single crochet made.

half double crochet (hdc)

This stitch is taller than the single crochet stitch because it includes an additional wrap.
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1 Wrap the yarn around the hook, and then insert the hook into a stitch.
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2 Wrap the yarn around the hook, and draw the yarn through the first loop on the hook. Wrap the yarn around the hook again.
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3 Draw the yarn through all 3 loops on the hook. One half double crochet made.

double crochet (dc)

An additional step taken during this stitch makes it taller than single and half double crochet stitches. This stitch is very common in granny squares.
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1 Follow Steps 1–2 of Half Double Crochet on page 14. Draw the yarn through the first 2 loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn around the hook a last time, and draw the yarn through the remaining 2 loops on the hook. One double crochet made.

slip stitch (sl st)

This stitch is used to move the hook and yarn to a new place in the crochet and adds almost no height.
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1 Insert the hook into the next stitch, wrap the yarn around the hook, and draw the yarn through both loops on the hook. One slip stitch made.



making granny squares

The basic structure of a granny square is groups of double crochet stitches separated by chain stitches. On each subsequent row, the

























reading patterns and charts
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