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Berry-ometer – Just How Krennelin was She?
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IF CIRCUMSTANCES HAD been different, perhaps Krennelin Berry and Tlotl Hsen would have met. They might have even fallen in love.

However, circumstances had not been different. Krennelin had been forced to go into hiding. She had been forced to live a life where she would never meet Tlotl Hsen. 

Well, she would never meet him up close and personal. And therefore, they would never fall in love.

Yet, out here in the deep expanses of Interstellar Space, many things are possible, even if they’re highly improbable. Impossible, only means that something hasn’t happened yet. So, perhaps they could fall in love after all.

It would take a genius to orchestrate their meeting. Others could perhaps then talk them into falling in love. They could explain to them how it would make so much sense to do so. Some, might even be able to coax them to fall in love. Nevertheless, it would probably be much better to leave that up to the two them.

Krennelin and Tlotl were the most unlikely couple. Yet, events could unfold which would make them the most likely couple. 

And, I don’t know about you. But I never bet against romance, especially not out here in the far reaches of the Universe where anything might happen.
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Stellar Peregrine – To the Furthest Stars
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WHEN HE KISSED HER, she was a queen in her castle. Oh, was this ever nice. She could stay in this castle forever.

However, he had never kissed K.R. He would never kiss her. They were of different stations. 

Yes, K.R. was certain that she had caught his eye. In spite of that, their paths would probably never meet again. And even if they did, even if he acknowledged her presence, what then?

Yes, several of her colleagues had become mistresses or misters. That was considered to be a legitimate way to move up in society. 

Nevertheless, it was not the life for her. She wanted a man who would give her his full attention. 

This man, whom K.R. currently had her eye on, was not married. And he had no mistresses or misters as far as the society pages reported. So, perhaps there was a chance. 

If she wished upon a Star, and there were plenty of them out here in Space, maybe her dreams would come true. Yet, that was a fleeting wish.

––––––––
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K.R. broke through her revelry. She automatically came to full attention. However, it had only been an elbow nudge from her fellow Cadet. Sleeping again on duty are we?

Krennelin’s kin-line was known for its ability to be instantly alert. This meant that she had nothing to fear about being found asleep on duty. 

Yet the fear was there. So, she would always come to full attention whenever there was the slightest chance that an Officer was near.

K.R. relaxed. She and G.S., the other Cadet, gossiped about their newest passengers. They didn’t really know anything about their passengers, so it was mostly speculation. Speculation on top of repeated rumors, fueled by what they had read in their favorite screen-mags and the Gossip Media.

––––––––
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The passengers had boarded. Then there had been a ceremony during which each passenger was introduced. If they listened closely enough, they might catch a name or two. 

Some of the passengers were famous enough that they were easily recognized. One of those was her man, Tlotl Hsen. 

After the pleasantries were over, the passengers would go into stasis while she, G.S., eight other Cadets, and the Officers stayed awake and on guard. Theirs was a small, but very capable Crew.

––––––––
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All that had just happened was per usual. Eventually, they would arrive at another Planet or Moon, possibly a large Asteroid. They would get close enough so that Shuttles or some other type of transportation from that Star Orbiter could reach them. The Stellar Peregrine was much too large to orbit anything smaller than the very largest of planets, Triple Giants and larger.

Once the Peregrine was within range, some of the passengers would be revived. Then, they would disembark. 

The Peregrine might receive some new passengers while they maintained this close proximity. These new passengers would join the remaining passengers in stasis until the Ship arrived at their next destination. 

A few of the passengers, including Tlotl Hsen, would remain on board until the Stellar Peregrine’s final destination. After those last passengers disembarked, the Crew would receive new passengers. Then, the Ship would turn around and head back the way it had come. The process would start all over again.
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ALL OF THE CADETS AND Officers on Stellar Class Spaceships were of the long-lived. Some called the long-lived Elves, after an ancient mythical kin-line from Earth. 

However, both Elves, if they ever existed, and the Earth were now distant memories. Few bothered to remember Earth’s location or anything else about it. 

Terra Prime was the new Universal Home. Technically, it was Terra Tertiary, the third Universal Home after Earth. Nonetheless, each new Terra was called Terra Prime. 

Some referred to Terra Prime as Terra P. None referred to it as Earth or simply as Terra, due to respect for that Place of Origin.

Of course, several kin-lines had evolved on other Places of Origin. And, not all of the long-lived had evolved from Terra. 

Googarantan, Emultifan, Slysl, and XQ237 were the better known among those Starting Points. Each of those places had their own histories and replacement planets. 

For instance Googarantan was originally Garantan. Adding Goo to the beginning of the name was similar to adding Prime after Terra.

Somehow, in those early days, Terra had been chosen as the Universal Home for all kin-lines. Each kin-line had their own story about how that had happened. And those stories ranged in comparison from slightly similar to vastly different.

Nobody wanted to be reminded that disasters had befallen more than one Universal Home or other Place of Origin. So, location 0,0,0 for the Universal Home and all other spatial coordinates were renumbered every time the Universal Home or some other Starting Point had to be moved. 

This meant that it was impossible to pinpoint exactly where Earth had been. And that kept everything about it more mysterious. Terra and its inhabitants, remained a great Legend. Not even the longestlived, now remembered anything before the current Terra Prime.

Elves, if they had ever existed, had probably been very different from the stories which were told about them. For instance, it may have been that Elves were not long-lived.
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Spending Time with Tlotl
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EVEN THOUGH K.R. AND her Crewmates were of the long-lived, they would probably never see their passengers after they disembarked. Well, perhaps they would see a Celeb like Tlotl Hsen on a Gossip Cast.

Normally, Krennelin wouldn’t think twice about any of them. Nevertheless, there was something special about Tlotl Hsen. There was the way that he held himself. And there was the way that he had smiled at her. 

So, K.R. would take every advantage, especially when it was her turn to guard those who were in stasis in The Freezer, to dream about him lazily. The other Cadets had their fantasies. He was hers.

––––––––
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K.R. would see Tlotl Hsen again during the ceremony at the end of this voyage. And she would see him as he disembarked. That is, she would see him, provided she was on passenger duty at that time, rather than being assigned somewhere else on the Ship. 

It wouldn’t take much to arrange that. All of the Cadets, including herself, normally didn’t really care where they were working at any given time. Then again, K.R. had been on duty the shortest amount of time. So, the other Cadets might not relinquish that opportunity to her quite so easily. 

Still, to the other Cadets, this was just another part of their life-long trek. So most of them wouldn’t care.

For K.R., this was only voyage number four. Four times the eternity it took for a round-trip
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