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This story follows the adventures of Ten friends: 

Mo Mole, Berty Badger, Ralph Racoon, Red Squirrel, Dug Dog,  Fred Ferret, Mommy Cat, Dotty Dormouse, Dove Dovetails and not forgetting the wise owl, Olly Owl.
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Chapter One:

Ten Friends Meet in the Pantry. 
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Mo Mole.
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Ten animal friends would meet together on a Monday morning to discuss their latest escapades and exploits as residents of Bluebell Farm. They were Mo Mole, Berty Badger, Ralph Racoon, Red Squirrel, Dug Dog, Fred Ferret, Mommy Cat, Dotty Dormouse, Dove Dovetails, and last but by no means least, Olly Owl, the wise, old owl.
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Even though Mo Mole lived in England, he was from other parts - actually he had snuck himself as a stowaway from his native Denmark by ship when he was just a young mole. He had got itchy feet, or in his case, itchy paws, and wanted to explore overseas.
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Monday Morning Meeting in the Pantry

Bertram Badger had arrived first as he is the only nocturnal animal among the ten friends; that word, “nocturnal”  means he is awake during the night, when at least half-of-the-world is fast asleep. Although he was the first to arrive, though technically he was second among the animals to be in the Pantry that Monday because Dove Dovetails lived there with his family, as a family of stowaways in the Pantry. Next in flew Olly Owl, the wise oldish owl.
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Dug Dog was next to arrive as he had finished his morning protection walk-abouts around the farm checking that the woodland's fox, called Foxy Lady - not a friend of Bluebell Farm but more an enemy - wasn’t trying to break into the henhouse again. 
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Next Fred Ferret and Ralph Racoon both arrived as they had been chatting together as they made their way to the Pantry; followed a few minutes later by Mo Mole.
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Here is Mo Mole entering the farm's Pantry, “WHO ON EARTH...?” Said Mo, who being a mole loved to unearth not just the earth beneath but all of the Earth's problems. But being an extra-special mole, Mo thinks that his job is to constantly unearth all problems - not just the earth beneath his paws; and if he cannot find a problem today, his nose soon finds one!
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Mo Mole repeated himself, “..WHO ON EARTH INVENTED THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE..? I mean it's an utter nightmare for students-of English-as-a second-language like ME, trying to come to terms with it?” He exclaimed with more than a dollop of irritation in his voice; then pausing, he continued in his gripe.
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“I MEAN, LOOK AT THIS HOLABOLU SET OF WORDS! IT'S ENOUGH TO GIVE YOU THE MUMPS, OR IN MY CASE, THE HUMPS FOR AN ENTIRE WEEK!” He griped some more.
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As he licked his lips, he said “And what's more - yesterday, Dotty Dormouse caught her tail in the door connecting the Pantry with the kitchen. 
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Just then, Mommy Cat had entered the Pantry after clearing the Farm's barn of invading mice. Using her body to open the door, she squeezed past through the opening in the door.
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“Serves her right!” Said Mommy Cat, who had overheard them talking about Dormouse.  “She shouldn't have been scurrying around trying to steal food in the Pantry!” Mommy Cat said.
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Just then, Dotty Dormouse also entered the Pantry as she had overheard Mommy Cat's words, “EXCUSE ME! I wasn't scurrying, I was hurrying!” Dotty Dormouse exclaimed indignantly.
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Mommy Cat said, “Yes, Dotty Dormouse, but why were you hurrying  - I think you were hurrying because you were afraid you would be caught red-handed lifting food-items from the Pantry by Mrs. Joe Farmer.”
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Dotty Dormouse shouted more indignantly, “NO! NO! I WAS HURRYING NOT SCURRYING, BECAUSE I WANTED TO GET BACK TO MY BABIES AS IT WAS TIME TO FEED THEM -I usually set my internal alarm-clock at 11.00 a.m. for their feeding time!”
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Mo Mole continued, “Anyway, after Dotty Dormouse caught her tail on the door, I called the good doctor - Dr. Dosomething - for help. When I asked if he could help dress Dotty's wound, he replied, “Yes, I will come - I remember many times I have wound a bandage around a dormouse or smaller animal’s wound.”

Mo Mole continued, 

“I remember, I got quite confused with that statement by Dr. Dosomething, when he said, “wound a bandage around the wound”. I didn’t know whether to pronounce wound as wound or wound,... I didn't  know whether I was coming or going!” Exclaimed Mo Mole.
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“What a tail to spin!” added Bertram Badger.

––––––––
[image: ]


Olly Owl who is a very wise owl exclaimed, “LITERALLY, INDEED!”
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“And look at these other English Anomalies..!” Continued Mo Mole, as he took out a small notebook from his waistcoat breast-pocket, where he had written down all the English sentences that had given him a headache in the past week; he turned his page, and as his eyes scoured down his list of Animal Anomalies, he spotted one, “....Ah, Yes! Here it is..!” he exclaimed, “This one gave me such a ‘headache’ yesterday,

‘The student picked up his pencil lead, as his teacher led him to his leader who always leads the way.’”
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Mo Mole asked a question, 

“Can you see how us students of English-as-a Second-Language would have such a hard time with the sentence above, because the word and noun ‘pencil-lead’ and the verb, ‘led’ make the same sound when you read them, but are spelt differently?”
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Mo Mole scoured down his list,

“And look at this one, ‘He will scour his list of items in order to scour his bathtub clean..’”
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Mo Mole continued,

‘..And Listen to these sentences which would give any animal - even Olly Owl, the wisest of animal..or bird - a pain in the brain, probably: ‘The farm was cultivated to produce produce.’” Mo Mole said.
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Fred Ferret made his observation, “Oh Mo, you really have got yourself into a ‘stew’ thinking too much about English!”
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Dove Dovetails interjected, “No, yesterday, it was me and my friends who nearly got ourselves into Farmer Joe's Pie!”
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Mo Mole continued,  “And look at this sentence,‘The dump was so full that the workers had to refuse more refuse’.”
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“And this one, ‘I asked
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