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Introduction for the Teacher and Leader 

Every generation of believers needs to be told, clearly and lovingly, what the Christian faith actually is — what we believe, why we believe it, and what it means to belong to the body of Christ. That work begins with you, the one leading this class.


“The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which has ever engaged the attention of man, is the science of the cross of Christ.”

— Charles H. Spurgeon

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.”

Matthew 28:19–20, NKJV


Welcome to the facilitator's guide for Designed for Destiny, Class 101: Foundation Level. Thank you for answering the call to invest in the lives of new members and those exploring your church family. Your role is not simply to transmit information. You are called to shepherd hearts, facilitate life-changing conversations, and create a safe, welcoming environment where people take their first firm steps in their journey with Christ and His church.

This book was written out of the conviction that local church membership is not a bureaucratic formality but a sacred covenant. It was written to be taught, discussed, and lived out in community. The pages ahead walk through salvation, baptism, church membership, core doctrines, the purposes and values of the church, the call to growth and service, and the magnificent hope of Christ's return. Each of these topics is handled with both biblical grounding and pastoral warmth.

A Suggested Class Structure 

This material is designed for a flexible four-week class, with each sixty-to-ninety-minute session covering one major part of the book. It can also be condensed into a single three-hour new member seminar. The key is not format but relationship — people learn best when they feel known, welcomed, and seen.

A typical session might move through fellowship and opening prayer, a teaching time where you present key concepts in your own words, group discussion, and a time of personal reflection and prayer. Resist the temptation to simply read through the material. Let the truths breathe. Tell your own story. Invite theirs.

Tips for Each Part 

Part One: Laying the Cornerstone 

The key truth of this section is that salvation is entirely by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone — and that this salvation has always been God's provision for every person, not just a select few. Press into that grace. Help people who have been performing for God their whole lives understand that He has already done what they could never do. And help those who have been told they may not be among the elect understand that God genuinely desires all to come to repentance, and that Christ's blood was shed for the whole world.

The ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper are introduced here as obedient responses to grace already received, and local church membership is presented as a biblical, covenant commitment to a specific family of believers. These are not legal requirements; they are the natural expressions of a heart that has been captured by the love of Christ.

Part Two: Discovering Our Why 

God is a God of purpose, and so is His church. Understanding the church's five purposes — worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism — helps every believer see how they personally fit into God's larger plan. Core doctrines are also established here. Guard carefully against the idea that theology is the pastor's job and not the congregation's. Sound doctrine is the protection of every believer.

Part Three: Your Pathway Forward 

This section is the call to get off the sidelines. The Class pathway — 101, 201, 301, 401 — is presented here as an intentional journey toward Christlikeness. The goal is never mere information but transformation: men and women who are being conformed to the image of Christ through the Spirit's work, through the Word, and through the community of the local church.

Handling Sensitive Situations 

A Student Who Is Unsure of Their Salvation 

Walk them through the gospel simply and clearly. Avoid religious jargon. Share Romans 5:8. Offer to meet one-on-one after class. Remind them that assurance is not based on the memory of a specific prayer, but on the faithfulness of a God who does not let go of those who come to Him (John 6:37).

A Student Who Has Had a Bad Church Experience 

Listen with genuine compassion. Validate their pain without defending the other church. Then, gently and without pressure, share the vision of this particular church family. God is not through with them. The church, imperfect as she is, is still the bride of Christ.

A Student Who Disagrees With a Core Doctrine 

Affirm their desire to be biblical. Explain the church's position lovingly and with Scripture. Offer to talk further after class. The goal is never to win an argument but to ground a person in truth with grace.
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A church without a front door is simply a social club with stained glass. This book exists because I believe God calls every believer not just to attend a church but to belong to one — fully, covenantally, and purposefully.


“A man can't always be defending the truth; there must be a time to feed on it.”

— C.S. Lewis

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 3:18, NKJV


For over thirty years, I have had the privilege of serving in ministry. In that time, I have watched people walk through church doors full of hope and, for lack of a clear foundation, slowly drift away. I have also watched people lay hold of who they are in Christ, discover their place in the body, and become some of the most faithful, joyful servants God ever put in a local church. The difference between those two outcomes was almost always the same thing: whether or not anyone sat down with them, opened the Word, and helped them understand what the Christian life is actually about.

That is what this book is for. It is not a recruitment document. It is not a membership contract. It is a theological and pastoral guide to the first things — the truths every new believer or new member needs to carry with them as they begin this journey. My prayer is that God uses these pages to lay in every reader a foundation that will not shake.

I believe

Why This Journey Matters 








First: An Act of Obedience 






Second: For Your Protection 






Finally: For the Health of the Church 
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