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      Introduction

      
         
         
         
      

      
      The legacies of Nazism and World War II have undoubtedly impacted German cultural
         development. Countless politicians, scholars, writers, artists, filmmakers, and many
         others have struggled to come to terms with the events of 1933 to 1945. Those who
         personally experienced the dual catastrophes of Nazism and World War II were often
         particularly and understandably fixated on comprehending the causes, character, and
         consequences of that brief but pivotal twelve-year period. The range of experiences
         for German intellectuals was broad. Some, such as Thomas Mann and Bertolt Brecht,
         fled into exile to avoid Nazi persecution. Others, such as socialist politician Kurt
         Schumacher, remained in Germany and suffered accordingly through internment in concentration
         camps. Like many of their generation, the subjects of the present study, Alfred Andersch
         and Hans Werner Richter, remained in Germany despite their internal misgivings about
         Hitler’s regime. Whereas Mann and Brecht were already famous for their work prior
         to the Nazi assumption of power, Andersch and Richter would become widely known after
         the war as voices of postwar West German literature, using their wartime experiences
         as primary evidence of their credibility and authority to speak for the postwar generation.
      

      
      Those wartime experiences were fundamental to the emergence of both Andersch and Richter
         as prominent figures in the postwar literary scene. Both were former communists who
         ended up serving in the Wehrmacht, both were captured in Italy, and both, like 372,000
         of their countrymen, were transported to the United States, where they were held captive
         for the remainder of the war. The future authors were given their first, experimental
         opportunities to produce for an audience, however captive it may have been, when they
         were selected to take part in a secret project to promote American democracy among
         German POWs in a nationwide camp periodical called Der Ruf (The Call). Their sometimes reluctant participation in the production of Der Ruf inspired both men to continue their efforts to promote a new, democratic direction
         for Germany that combined elements of Western democracy with the socialist principles
         of their communist backgrounds. Upon returning to Germany, they helped found a political
         newspaper, also named Der Ruf. At the beginning, this new Ruf was characterized by a powerful sense of optimism, built on the notion that the devastation
         of the war had provided Germany an opportunity to rebuild completely new political,
         economic, and social structures that would ensure lasting peace in Europe. This optimism
         quickly gave way to frustration, as Andersch and Richter realized their hopes were
         unfeasible in light of postwar political realities, most notably the emerging Cold
         War rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union. The authors’ increasingly
         sharp criticisms of the Allied occupation led to their dismissal from Der Ruf in April 1947, an event that would lead ultimately to their founding of Group 47,
         a postwar literary circle that became a launching pad for several prominent authors,
         including Günter Grass and Heinrich Böll.
      

      
      Although there are numerous studies of the American POW camps and several biographical
         and literary studies of Andersch and Richter, none manage to examine in depth the
         authors’ experiences as POWs or to link together their earliest “writings,” from the
         interrogations that made them “valuable” to the US war effort, to their participation
         in editing and writing for the reeducation-minded POW newspaper Der Ruf, to their subsequent criticism and rejection of American occupation in their postwar
         journal, also titled Der Ruf, leading US authorities to remove them as editors of the publication. Broader studies
         of German POWs or the US reeducation program focus largely on American roles or the
         experiences and attitudes of the general prisoner population, while studies of Andersch
         and Richter tend to focus more closely on their literary careers and thematic analysis
         of their postwar writings. This study examines the authors’ POW experiences as formative
         phases in their intellectual development, paying careful attention to the process
         of transition from willingness to cooperate with US reeducation efforts to public
         criticisms of the United States so harsh they were banned from their own journal.
         Andersch and Richter were both present and highly visible at each stage of this process,
         and this study works toward a better understanding of the motives behind their assertions.
         Did their early willingness to cooperate represent an opportunistic attempt to secure
         better treatment than that meted out to the majority of POWs? What aspects of each
         individual’s attitude and disposition particularly impressed US authorities, such
         as Walter Schoenstedt, who selected anti-Nazi prisoners for Der Ruf? Did they ever genuinely believe in American democratic ideals? Was their stark anti-American
         stance in the second Der Ruf a genuine criticism or an attempt to distance themselves from earlier collaborations?
         This study confronts these and other questions in seeking to better understand two
         complex and often controversial figures who found themselves in “exile” as prisoners
         of war in the United States.
      

      
      Chapter 1 provides a general overview of German prisoners of war in the United States
         in order to establish a backdrop for subsequent chapters. Chapter 2 deals with the
         authors’ lives leading up to their capture and imprisonment in the United States,
         and chapter 3 then deals specifically with their participation in the first version
         of Der Ruf. In chapter 4 we examine the authors’ experiences upon returning to Germany, focusing
         particularly on the founding, content, and downfall of the second Der Ruf. Chapter 5 serves as an extended epilogue of sorts, dealing with the authors’ post-Ruf careers, which of course included the founding of Group 47. All translations are
         my own unless otherwise noted.
      

      
      
   
      Historiography

      
         
         
         
      

      
      Numerous primary and secondary sources deal with German prisoners of war in the United
         States. They range from broad overviews to studies of particular camps or aspects
         of the POW experience. The earliest comprehensive study can be found in volume X/1
         of the twenty-two-volume series Zur Geschichte der deutschen Kriegsgefangenen des zweiten Weltkrieges, edited by Erich Maschke. This volume, Hermann Jung’s Die deutschen Kriegsgefangenen in amerikanischer Hand (1972), provides a thorough overview of German prisoners’ experiences in the United
         States and includes a large appendix of primary documents. Jung includes extensive
         lists of the camps, numerous maps, camp statistics, and even daily cafeteria menus.
         While exceptionally thorough in terms of sheer information, the author leaves much
         room for closer analyses of specific topics such as the role of intellectuals like
         Andersch and Richter in reeducation. Daniel Costelle’s Les Prisonniers (1975), is an impressive study that draws extensively from interviews conducted personally
         by the author, as well as numerous letters and newspapers. As an oral history, Costelle’s
         work is exceptionally valuable in its exploration of individual prisoners’ attitudes
         on a wide variety of issues, from camp conditions to Nazism among POWs. Unfortunately,
         Costelle does not utilize footnotes, a difficulty for one seeking to examine his sources
         more closely. Judith Gansberg’s Stalag, USA (1977), the earliest American overview of the topic, is an adequate and balanced
         treatment, but Gansberg provides fewer direct examples of prisoner recollections or
         government orders and motives than many other studies. Arnold Krammer’s Nazi Prisoners of War in America (1991) is a more recent overview. Krammer utilizes an abundant array of statistics
         and personal recollections, some of which were unavailable to Costelle, Jung, or Gansberg.
      

      
      Some studies are narrower in focus, dealing with particular aspects of German POW
         internment in the United States. Arthur L. Smith’s The War for the German Mind (1996) examines and compares prisoner reeducation efforts in the United States, Great
         Britain, and the Soviet Union. Ron Robin’s The Barbed-Wire College (1995) focuses more narrowly on prisoner reeducation in the United States by a number
         of methods ranging from college courses taught in the camps to carefully selected
         reading material and the official reeducation program at Fort Eustis, Virginia. Robin
         argues that the reeducation program was completely futile and maintains that the project’s
         leading figures, many of whom were university professors, allowed their own scholarly
         interests to determine the program’s intellectual character. Robin devotes a brief
         chapter to Der Ruf, but he focuses almost entirely on the newspaper’s failure to resonate with the majority
         of prisoners, despite the fact that it sold out frequently, forcing increased printings
         with every new issue. The majority of Robin’s work deals with the attitudes and actions
         of US officials and prisoners’ reactions to efforts to influence their political views.
         Neither Smith nor Robin examines the interrogation records of prominent participants
         in reeducation, documents that shed a great deal of light on the process by which
         prisoners such as Andersch and Richter were selected to work on Der Ruf. These records are discussed at length in chapter 2.
      

      
      Lewis Carlson’s We Were Each Other’s Prisoners (1997) is an excellent oral history dealing with both German and American prisoners
         during World War II. Like Costelle, Carlson draws heavily from interviews with former
         POWs and arranges his study by topic rather than nationality. Therefore, the reader
         can experience and compare German and American views of camp life, which often contrasted
         significantly because German prisoners in American hands often had far better living
         conditions than American GIs in German stalags. In addition to valuable oral recollections
         unavailable elsewhere, Carlson’s study provides a fascinating comparison of German
         and American POWs, drawing attention to similarities, including attempts to deceive
         or outwit their captors, as well as differences in terms of treatment and conditions.
      

      
      Other studies focus on individual camps or groups, examining their subjects in great
         detail. Monographs such as Allen Koop’s Stark Decency: German Prisoners of War in a New England Village (1988), which examines the history of Camp Stark, New Hampshire, and Kurt Landsberger’s
         Prisoners of War at Camp Trinidad, Colorado, 1943–1946 (2007), deal with the histories of specific camps. Other studies, including Robert
         Billinger’s Hitler’s Soldiers in the Sunshine State (2009) and Betty Cowley’s Stalag Wisconsin (2002), examine a series of camps in particular states. Wesley Harris’s Fish out of Water: Nazi Submariners as Prisoners in North Louisiana during World War
            II (2004) is an interesting microhistory in which the author recounts the surprising
         tale of a U-boat crew captured while attempting to transport refined uranium to Japan.
         The crew was held in secret at Camp Ruston, Louisiana, because the War Department
         did not want the German government to know that while clearing out the U-boat, American
         sailors had recovered a German encryption machine that would allow interception of
         vital military communications. Almost all of these studies approach the topic from
         an American perspective. Although they include many interesting anecdotes from or
         about individual prisoners, most studies of this sort focus primarily on the details
         of a camp or camps’ establishment and locals’ attitudes toward and interactions with
         German prisoners.
      

      
      Several former German prisoners have written memoirs and autobiographies. Many of
         these works have been published in the United States, including Reinhold Pabel’s Enemies Are Human (1930) and Georg Gaertner’s Hitler’s Last Soldier in America (1985). These and other studies offer fascinating accounts of individual experiences,
         helping further humanize broader accounts of German POWs in America. Both Richter
         and Andersch produced works about their experiences, albeit in somewhat fictionalized
         form. Hans Werner Richter’s novel Die Geschlagenen (The Defeated, 1949 [1985]) is a semiautobiographical account in which the character Gühler serves
         as Richter’s proxy. Like Richter, Gühler is captured in Italy and finds himself eventually
         in a prison camp located in the American Midwest. Though fictional, the novel’s scenes
         convey an authentic sense of reality that corroborates well with numerous other memoirs
         and studies. Alfred Andersch was less forthcoming about his experiences, and his memoir,
         Die Kirschen der Freiheit (The Cherries of Freedom, 1971), deals almost exclusively with his arrival at a “fateful” decision to desert
         and surrender to American troops. Much criticism has been levied, by W. G. Sebald
         and Felix Römer, for example, at Andersch’s portrayal of the events and thought processes
         that led to desertion. Indeed, Andersch’s memoir serves in many ways as a justification
         for abandoning his unit, while Richter’s novel asserts that there was no shame in
         fighting in the Wehrmacht as long as one did so for one’s comrades rather than for
         Hitler and the Nazis.
      

      
       Several biographies published in Germany examine the lives and careers of these sometimes
         controversial individuals. Stephan Reinhardt’s Alfred Andersch: Eine Biographie (1971 [1990]) is a lengthy study of Andersch’s life, but it focuses almost entirely
         on the author’s literary career and extensive analysis of thematic elements in the
         writer’s novels and stories. Because it was published in 1971, Reinhardt does not
         discuss the author’s later works, including his last novel, Winterspelt (1974). Bernhard Jendricke’s Alfred Andersch: Mit Selbstzeugnissen und Bilddokumenten (1988) is a concise and informative overview of Andersch’s life and career. Published
         eight years after Andersch’s death, Jendricke’s work offers a more complete perspective.
         Erhard Schütz’s Alfred Andersch (1980) is another well-written study of Andersch, although this particular biography
         pays little attention to Andersch’s life before he became a recognized author. In
         addition to biographical works, Andersch’s correspondence with his mother, Hedwig,
         as well as with fellow author and friend Arno Schmidt, has been collected and published.
         Richter was a less controversial figure than Andersch, who frequently garnered attention
         for his egotism and confrontational assertions about a variety of subjects, including
         his adamant refusal to aid Günter Grass in campaigning for the Social Democratic Party
         in the early 1970s. There are, accordingly, far fewer secondary works that focus exclusively
         on Richter. One of the only dedicated studies of Richter is Sabine Cofalla’s Der “soziale Sinn” Hans Werner Richters: Zur Korrespondenz des Leiters der Gruppe
            47 (1998), which focuses on Richter’s role as a founder of Group 47, whose authors sought
         to establish a new German literature that broke with a past stained, as they saw it,
         by Nazism.
      

      
      Volker Wehdeking’s Der Nullpunkt: Über die Konstituierung der deutschen Nachkriegsliteratur (1945–1948)
            in den amerikanischen Kriegsgefangenlagern (1971) provides an interesting analysis of the material and literary influences on
         those German prisoners who later enjoyed success as writers, including not only Andersch
         and Richter but Walter Kolbenhoff, Walter Manzen, and Gustav René Hocke as well. Wehdeking,
         a professor of German and literary studies at the Hochschule der Medien in Stuttgart,
         focuses primarily on major literary influences and themes in the authors’ works, contributing
         a very useful source of literary analysis. As the title suggests, Wehdeking’s work
         discusses the impact of the POW experience on the development of major concepts and
         themes that came to characterize postwar German literature. However, he devotes little
         space to the historical context of the topic, devoting the majority of the work to
         literary themes, indicated by chapter subheadings like “The Poet and the Nazi State”
         and “Irrational Militarism.” The present study focuses more closely on the transition
         from collaboration to opposition, attempting to distinguish opportunism from genuine
         conviction.
      

      
      In his Der Ruf: Eine Zeitschrift zwischen Illusion und Anpassung (1978), Jérôme Vaillant explores the history of the second Der Ruf. Although he discusses
         the early days of the paper under the leadership of Andersch and Richter, he devotes
         nearly half of his study to its history during the editorship of Erich Kuby, an individual
         more “agreeable” to the occupation authorities. Vaillant’s study discusses the paper
         and its range of contributors as a whole, whereas the present study focuses more narrowly
         on the second Der Ruf as one of several phases in the literary careers of Andersch
         and Richter.
      

      
      
   
      Chapter 1

      German Prisoners of War in the United States during World War II

      
         
         
         
         An Overview

         
         
      

      
      In the year following Pearl Harbor, the United States had very few prisoners of war
         within its borders. The government and military command were far more concerned with
         negotiating the prospect of a two-front war in which the United States’ chief allies,
         Great Britain and the Soviet Union, placed an increasing amount of pressure on the
         former to launch an offensive in the European theater. Even in late 1942, there were
         only 431 foreign prisoners of war in United States, but wartime successes soon led
         to a dramatic increase.[1]  Britain already had nearly 250,000 POWs in camps within its borders, leading Lord
         Halifax, London’s representative in the United States, to propose successfully that
         the United States accept an initial 50,000 prisoners in anticipation of upcoming campaigns
         that would inevitably increase the number of POWs in Allied hands.[2]  Such expectations proved accurate. In November 1942, US troops under the command
         of Generals George Patton and Omar Bradley united with British field marshal Bernard
         Montgomery to launch a massive campaign against Field Marshal Erwin Rommel’s Afrika
         Korps in North Africa. As Allied and Axis forces battled across Tunisia, Algeria,
         and Libya, American and British forces eventually overwhelmed Rommel’s exhausted and
         poorly supplied forces. With each victory, the number of German and Italian prisoners
         in Allied hands increased, until tens of thousands found themselves in hastily constructed
         POW holding camps in Morocco. As captives were processed and transported out of North
         Africa, the United States accepted nearly 130,000 prisoners into domestic POW camps.[3]  The flood of German and Italian prisoners into American and British hands continued
         with the Allied invasion of Italy in September 1943, until hundreds of thousands of
         enemy prisoners found themselves interned either in Britain or the United States.
         Ultimately, approximately 425,000 enemy prisoners of war were held in just over five
         hundred camps of various sizes[4]  in the United States during World War II. The process of accommodating and managing
         such a vast number of captives was often haphazard, as officials in the Office of
         the Provost Marshal General (PMG), the branch responsible for overseeing foreign POWs,
         worked to abide by the Geneva Conventions’ requirements for treatment of enemy prisoners
         while simultaneously pursuing an initially covert plan to foster a positive view of
         American democracy among the captives. This chapter provides an overview of the United
         States’ management of German POWs, who represented the vast majority of prisoners
         in American camps at nearly 372,000,[5]  in order to establish a contextual background for our study of Alfred Andersch and
         Hans Werner Richter.
      

      
      The Journey

      
      The journey to the multitude of camps in the United States began in Casablanca, Morocco,
         and Oran, Algeria, where prisoners from the North African and Italian campaigns were
         loaded onto ships that would transport them across the Atlantic. Despite sporadic
         encounters with enemy U-boats, not one of the transport ships was sunk during the
         six-week crossing.[6]  Many prisoners, including Eberhard Ladwig, were relieved to escape the filthy conditions
         in the North African camps. Ladwig recalled that “prisoners were put in an enclosure
         where normally one might keep animals. . . . It was very dirty and wet, and we were
         forced to sleep on the ground in the mud. It was a relief to be taken down to the
         harbor and loaded onto a civilian ship of the New York/Puerto Rico line.”[7] 
      

      
      Conditions on the ships were generally pleasant for the captives. Not only were prisoners
         well fed, but guards were also instructed to provide POWs with “luxuries” such as
         cigarettes and reading material. Prisoners were also allowed occasionally to participate
         in various above-deck activities, including shuffleboard, boxing, and wrestling exhibitions.
         Depending on the particular ship’s facilities, many prisoners even slept in cabins
         rather than in crowded cargo holds.[8]  Such treatment characterized most prisoners’ experiences throughout their incarceration
         in American hands, due to an official mandate to adhere rigorously to the various
         requirements for prisoner treatment under the Geneva Conventions. This strict adherence
         was driven not by humanitarian concerns for enemy prisoners’ welfare but rather by
         fears that any perceived mistreatment of German captives would lead to harsher treatment
         of American prisoners in German camps. Such generous treatment elicited powerful criticism
         among many Americans, most readily visible in newspaper and magazine editorials. For
         example, an article from the June 10, 1943, issue of the Washington Daily News complained that prisoners often dined on “ice cream and stewed plums,” luxuries rarely
         available to American soldiers.[9]  One ship’s menu from the week of July 24, 1944, included items such as bacon, minced
         beef, round steak, baked potatoes, fresh fruit, cake, and coffee.[10]  While menus were not always so rich with hearty fare, prisoners rarely complained
         of having too little to eat. In fact, Eberhard Ladwig was “disgusted” by the many
         prisoners who ate so much they became sick.[11]  Such circumstances contrasted sharply with the extreme privations often endured
         by American prisoners in German hands.
      

      
      Most prisoners were congenial and cooperative, performing shipboard chores such as
         kitchen and janitorial duties with little complaint. Unsurprisingly, the most ardently
         anti-American prisoners were officers. The Geneva Conventions required that captor
         nations maintain their captives’ chain of command, so enemy officers were charged
         with implementing orders from their captors. As such, German officers often imposed
         strict discipline on the enlisted men under their command while in captivity, perhaps
         hoping to remind them of their duty to the fatherland. According to an article by
         2nd Lt. Yvonne Humphrey in the American Journal of Nursing, German officers “came close to arrogance,” had a “great loathing inside them for
         all things democratic and American,” and punished enlisted men with solitary confinement
         and a diet of bread and water for even the most minor infractions, such as failure
         to salute enthusiastically.[12]  Evidently, the officers who were most ideologically devoted to Hitler fully accepted
         official Nazi claims that the United States was on the verge of defeat, with its cities
         in ruins and its population demoralized. Indeed, many fully expected to welcome Hitler’s
         invading armies when they arrived in America after winning the war in Europe.[13]  From
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