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Introduction



One fine summer’s day, Gill and I were busy in the workshop enjoying our woodwork, but at the same time desperately wishing that we could be outside in the garden soaking up the sun. Then we realized that we could have the best of both worlds: We could actually be outside building really adventurous woodworking projects for the garden. We put down our tools and wandered around the garden, considering the possibilities. I immediately thought about constructing a picnic table I had been dreaming about, and Gill had a Victorian toolshed in her sights. Better still, garden woodwork would be able to make use of relatively low-cost, rough-sawn wood straight from the sawmill, and we would only require basic tools.

The ambition of this book is to share with you all the delights of working with wood to build beautiful creations for the garden. Each project follows the steps of gathering together tools and materials, considering the design, and building. We describe how the component parts are cut and fitted; colorwash illustrations show how the structures are built; and photographs demonstrate how best to achieve the step-by-step procedures. In fact, we take you through all the stages of designing, making, and finishing.
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So, if you like the idea of spending time out in the garden doing woodwork, which will add to the interest and functionality of your garden, you will get a lot of enjoyment from this book. You may have ambitions to sit on your very own bench to have a coffee, to eat lunch on a picnic table, or to nestle under a romantic arch. You may long for an arbor where you can canoodle with your partner, or perhaps your children have always nagged you for a playhouse. Try one or two projects during the summer, then dream about all the garden woodwork that you are going to build next year!

Best of luck!
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Health and Safety




Many woodworking procedures are potentially dangerous, so before starting work on the projects, check through the following list:

• Make sure that you are fit and strong enough for the task ahead. If you have doubts, ask your doctor for specific advice.

• When you are building sheds, arbors, pergolas, and other large structures, you will need to ask others to help you assemble the components toward the end of the project.

• When operating power tools, read the safety instructions supplied with the tool, and wear the appropriate protective gear. A dust mask and pair of goggles are usually adequate, and if the machine is noisy, wear ear defenders.

• Never operate electric tools, such as a drill or saw, if you are overtired.

• Use power saws extremely carefully. Keep your fingers well away from the blade, and use a stick or scrap wood for holding or pushing through short lengths of wood.




[image: Illustration]



Designing and Planning



Whatever the size of your garden or its situation, a well-thought-out woodworking project will undoubtedly make it a more exciting and dynamic place. You don’t have to have loads of experience as a woodworker in order to follow our projects successfully: If you have the correct tools, choose your wood with care, and spend time carefully designing and planning the whole exercise, you will be sure to get good results.

Choosing a Suitable Project

When you have decided what you’d like to build, the next step is to consider the project in terms of the site you have in mind. Is your chosen project perhaps too large for the site? Will you have to move a drain? Will the project upset the way that you and the family currently use the garden?

Are there any narrow gateways that might restrict access when installing a project that you have built away from its eventual site? Are there any shrubs that need to be cut back to allow the project to be put in position? Would it be a good idea to mend and paint your fences before you build a shed? Are there any local restrictions related to the building of sheds?

So, before going ahead and enjoying the building experience, our advice is to choose your projects with great care and to involve your family (and neighbors if the projects could conceivably affect them; for example, the height of your planned structure may obstruct their views) in the decision-making.

Planning the Project

Whatever your choice of project, whether it is the Rabbit Ark (see here) or the Classic Pergola (see here), it is vital to plan it out to the last detail, otherwise you can be caught with unforseen difficulties. If you are thinking about building a large, fixed project such as the Victorian Toolshed (see here), draw a plan of your garden complete with the house, paths, flowerbeds, trees, and hedges. Mark in the trajectory of the sun as it arcs across the garden. Will the new shed cast shadows that will affect the flowerbeds? Will it necessitate the building of a new path so the shed can be reached easily from the house?

Keep asking yourself questions. If you have any doubts about how the shed will look when it has been erected, it’s a good idea to peg out the site and build a large batten, board, and string framework to the size of the shed. When the mock-up is in position, walk around it and consider how it relates to the rest of the garden. Live with it for a few days and see if it affects your family’s movement around the garden.


First Considerations




• Do you have a local sawmill where you can buy rough-sawn, pretreated wood suitable for building sheds, fences, and gates?

• Will the sawmill deliver small quantities of wood, or are you going to fetch it yourself? Do you have a trailer or a suitable rack on the roof of your car?

• Do children and pets use your garden, and if so, is their presence going to affect your choice of project?

• Where are you going to do the woodwork? Are you going to work close to the house, perhaps on a patio or in a yard, or are you going to work on the lawn?

• If you are building a structure such as a shed or arbor, are you going to set it up on levelled blocks or bricks, or are you going to lay a concrete slab?

• Are your neighbors going to be concerned about the siting of a project? If this is a possibility, it’s a good idea to involve them at the planning stage.

• Are you going to need help with lifting? If you plan to build the Victorian Toolshed (see here), will you do the construction close to the site, or will you get help to move the panels once they have been built?



Before you dig deep holes or bang in spiked metal post supports (for a fence, gate, or pergola), it is important to avoid potential problems by studying site plans, testing the ground, or making trial holes. If you suspect that there might be an underground structure such as a water main, drain, or power supply, start by gently and carefully probing the ground with a metal rod. If it slides into the ground easily, the site is clear, but if it meets an obstruction, you must consider digging a trial hole to see what the problem is, or opt to move the project anyway.

Buying the Right Tools and Materials

The best strategy, when building up a tool collection, is to get yourself a basic kit, and then buy specialist tools if the need arises.

When sourcing your materials, on no account consider using pre-packed, planed wood from the local DIY store. Not only would it treble your costs, but its overly smooth finish makes it unsuitable for the projects in this book. You must order rough-sawn wood from a local sawmill. Shop around for the best price and then order in bulk. When you go to the sawmill, ask to see their waste pile, just in case there is a bargain to be had. For example, with the feather-edged boarding, we were able to cut costs dramatically by using wood from a heap of random lengths. When selecting your wood, make sure that the finish is suitable. For instance, you must not use pressure-treated wood for the playhouse because of the toxic nature of some preservatives.
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WOODWORK DESIGNS FOR THE GARDEN
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