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 Preface

Who continues to break the trust? Who
continues to invade African countries to loot, kill and destroy?
Yet, Africans are encouraged to wait patiently and practice
nonviolent philosophies against a group of vicious colonial
vampires who are hell bent on the death and destruction of African
people.

I believe in honesty, justice and liberty for
all. However, when Europeans and Asians create problems for
Africans, for example, bombing African countries for diamonds or
acquire arable land through thuggish ways, Africans are under no
obligation to remain peaceful and march about their problems.
Africans should instead send the war back to the America, Europe
and Asia. As Mao explained, “War is the highest form of struggle
for resolving contradictions.” Colonial powers are neither peaceful
nor passive. If they want to invade people’s countries, they will
not wait for an excuse, they will make one. Think about the
invasion of Iraq by the Bush administration: the invasion of Iraq
went ahead and thousands of innocent people slaughtered under
questionable circumstances.

When subjugated under colonial victimisation
and social degradation, no oppressed people have to justify their
pain and misery or “speak truth to power.” I support civil unrest
and popular rebellion against oppression. Nobody should tell
Africans and other oppressed people around the world to suffer
peacefully unless someone tells the oppressors to practice
nonviolent philosophies. We do not live in a make believe Utopian
world. We should speak out against injustices whenever possible and
actually do something to improve the lives of people. I hope this
book is for the audience that deeply cares about social
justice.

We live in tragic world. All world religions
have tried to define reality. That is why religious systems sought
to connect the pieces of the puzzle and see the bigger picture.
Nevertheless, sometimes the answers are not enough because we live
in a changing, complex world, marred by pain and suffering, an
unchanging fact. The human experience is a story of great ingenuity
and great catastrophe. Since time immemorial it was a daily
struggle to live, monstrous beasts that roamed the prehistoric
world and harsh natural elements made existence strikingly hell on
earth. Great empires fell due to disastrous weather patterns,
epidemics swept entire tribes from existence. Further, out of our
lust for power and wealth, we came up with rigid, inhumane systems
designed to indoctrinate, enslave, exploit and exterminate our
fellow humans we saw as threats. Warfare as a whole has wiped out
millions, or perhaps billions of people throughout history.
Massacres dedicated to eliminate the “inferior people” were carried
out until completion; entire groups of people were subjected to
some of the most horrifying genocides. Today, a few enjoy luxury
and comfort in first world countries, while millions are still
lacking basic services. It begs the difficult question: why do bad
things happen? When such things happen, it hits the people who have
nothing to deserve them, while those that deserve what should come
to them live in peace and health. For instance, look at the victims
of the Holocaust; some were innocent babies and children. However,
what is shocking is the fact that some of the Nazis perpetrators
went on to die in old age. Some of the answers that best suit the
ancient world are no longer valid today. We must let go of
superstition, old beliefs and misconceptions.

Surprisingly, faith in religious beliefs can
be a truly amazing source of comfort and assurance in tough times.
I believe that if a person’s faith helps them through difficult
times in a healthy manner, we should respect that religion. I have
written this book especially for someone who is searching for the
Truth and wants to grow. In following pages, I do not claim
omniscience but I am sharing what I have learnt throughout life.
Everyone in the world has a story to tell, some of the stories
people are examples of how the good overcame the evil—the ideals of
moral society and human rights being realized men and women of
courage. Stories that inspired us to be the good we want in the
world and demonstrated how much benevolent we possess to the
stories of shameless individuals to went to show how dark the human
heart.

This book carries a message of hope to those
beaten by odds stuck against them. To those who feel like throwing
the towel. I hope it will lift your spirits because I want to see a
better you.

 Chapter One: Life is filled with injustices

“Don’t try to make life a mathematics problem
with you in the centre and everything coming out equal. When you
are good, bad things still happen. And if you’re bad, you can still
be lucky.”˗ Barbara Kingsolver

Even though, I was still young certain
questions kept surfacing. Most South Africans were
poverty-stricken, right from our diet down to our clothing
preferences. It is not because of inherent preferences for these
things, but because the people could not afford anything
better.

One of the happiest things about being a
Xhosa boy was a carefree environment and as boys, mainly left to
our own inventions and ourselves. We played with toys we made
ourselves. We carved and moulded animals out of clay and wood.
Nature was a playground. Usually the boys played among themselves,
but sometimes we played with girls. Hide and seek was a favourite,
playing houses, and a game of telephone using empty food tins and
strings.

Like all children, I acquired knowledge
mainly through observation. We all learned through imitation and
emulation. It was through watching adults that we learned some
valuable skills in life.

Religion occupies a great deal of the lives
of Africans and humanity in general—be it African Traditional
Religion, Christianity, Roman Catholicism, or other religious
affiliations. My life and that of most Africans was shaped by
custom, ritual and taboo. That is when I became interested in
knowing the cause of everything. It was also at that time I asked
myself the toughest questions about life. Too often I kept
wondering, “How the world was created.” The second question was
“who?”

My family, teachers and people around me
believed that an invisible being created a vast universe and
everything in it. This all-powerful being also had feelings,
desires and a personality. I wanted to know more about this deity
but the answer I always got was “Have faith in Him or that weak
faith will get you tortured in the hottest place in hell.” So
worshipping God was an obligation. However, the questions kept
haunting me day in and day out. I went to church to please both God
and my parents, as any obedient child would do.

Just as any person of faith, questioning
God’s actions was a serious issue and the Bible had stern warnings
against it. God has the right to do anything He wants as the
following verse stated Jeremiah 18 ERV

The Potter and the Clay

‘3So I went down to the potter’s house and
saw him working with clay at the wheel. 4 He was making a pot from
clay. However, there was something wrong with the pot. Therefore,
the potter used that clay to make another pot. With his hands, he
shaped the pot the way he wanted it to be.

5 Then this message from the Lord came to me:
6 “Family of Israel, you know that I can do the same thing with
you. You are like the clay in the potter’s hands, and I am the
potter.” This message is from the Lord.’

I rest assured that all injustices will be
made right someday. It kept me going. In2000, I went to a Catholic
school, ST. Joseph Junior Secondary School, in Norwood, Mthatha. I
was doing grade 3. I erroneously assumed that I was with other
students. However, I was painfully mistaken. No one cared or knew
me. This was an important lesson. It forced me to stand up for
myself (I was extremely shy). I realised that I had to make my way
up on the basis of my abilities; most of my classmates could outdo
me at sports, were smarter in the classroom, and I had a lot of
catching up to do. However, it was the lack of self-confidence that
kept me from playing sports and try my best in the schoolwork. I
did not come from a well-to-do background. I did not have a rich or
famous family. At school, I was always amazed when I saw coolest
toys, cell phones, dream holidays and designer clothing other kids
got.

Some kids wanted a cool gadget and they got
it in a day or two. Things came easily to them; I had to swallow
the chill pill and relax. I was angry and sad at the same time. All
of my life, I have lived from hand to mouth. I was always concerned
about how I was going to have necessities, but it has always worked
out well. I have to laugh at my suffering, because I knew that
something bigger awaits me in the future.

It felt like the universe had failed me
miserably—that was my worst nightmares come true. Growing in a
harsh environment and losing my uncle may not be the worst thing
ever, but it does remind one that there is no such thing as “fair”
in this world. Throughout history, there have been terrible
injustices. Many of us will do just about anything to avoid serious
issues in our lives or just pretend that they do not exist at all.
It is easier to pretend that everything is okay. We all know that
Prince Charming is destined to marry the beautiful princess and
they live happily ever after...but in real life, there is no
“happily ever after.”

A while back, I witnessed a terrible car
accident close to my home. Four people were injured and one died.
One of the survivors wailed at the sky: “What have we done to
deserve this? Why did God allow this thing? Why?”

I was asking myself the same questions the
survivors were asking themselves.

Through the unfairness of life, we experience
times of loss, pain, sadness and confusion. Sometimes bad things
happen to us through no fault of our own. Sometimes we mess up, but
we want someone and something to blame. As we grow older, we
discover that life is not always fair. We learn that people do not
share equally; we also learn that world has little love in it and
so much hate. Perhaps our hearts are torn into pieces when someone
we loved walked out on us. Perhaps we lost a loved one or were
diagnosed with a terminal illness, or injured in a car accident
that left oneself paralyzed. Perhaps we were a victim of crime.
Someone deliberately harmed our loved ones or us.

From these and many other disappointments, we
may come to certain conclusions about life. Bouncing from one
crisis to the next, we may be tempted to believe that there is no
meaning or things happen by randomness.

Throughout history, people from different
cultural backgrounds have given several explanations to the
unfairness of life. However, there is no solid answer we can be
surely known. All of these explanations are an attempt to answer
the questions humanity has pondered over the centuries whether you
believe in God or not, fit into one of these categories:

a) On August 4, 2013, I had minor chest pains
and went to hospital to get some prescriptions from the doctor.
While we were waiting for help, I took note of a young girl. She
was sixteen years old. Her condition appeared as if she had minor
symptoms. However, an hour later she was in a critical condition
unable to breath, the medical staff put her on life support.
Unfortunately, she never made it. It was painful to watch a young
girl full of life and dreams just perish like that.

I will never forget the look on her face as
she passed on. The monotheistic religions namely, Christianity,
Islam and Judaism offer explanations or as responses. These faiths
teach that God created a perfect world until Man took that fateful
bite. Out of our freewill, we chose to disobey him. Since God’s
creation was marred by sin and imperfection. People of faith want
us to believe that one of the reasons God allows evil and suffering
is simply because we are sinners under God’s eyes. In other words,
we suffer because we deserve to. The original sin of Adam separated
us from God and justified any punishment from God. It does not
matter whether you are a righteous saint or a bloodthirsty
warmonger, God in his perfectly holy nature cannot stand anything
that is unholy.

A sinner has no rights nor is he equal with
God. Therefore, under no circumstances should we go crazy when we
are suffering. To a person of faith, bad things happen are simply
because we are sinful creatures. People should realize that they
deserve to suffer and if they are not suffering, they should praise
and treat God with honour. Some religions go to the extremes to
say, God is up there tapping his foot, waiting for us to make a
mistake so that he can punish us. If God gave us, justice it would
mean sending all of his creations to hell. However, in his infinite
mercy he sent great moral teachers like Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad
to bring us close to him. It forms part of the doctrines taught by
many religions around the world.

Nevertheless, it is very uncomforting to many
people. First, suffering is not equally distributed. In history,
there are many examples of how the good suffered while the evil
flourished (Joseph Stalin died in peace and old age after years
stained by blood and evil). Even newborn babies and little children
who are under the “age of accountability,” suffer as well. In 2001,
there was a gruesome rape of five month old by two men, which
shocked the nation. South Africa was disgusted and horrified beyond
doubt. What has the baby girl done to deserve such evil? Is it
right for a child to suffer like this? What sin could she have
possibly committed to deserve such horrific punishment?

Even in the Bible and Quran there are perfect
examples where God commanded extermination of entire towns or of a
tribe because of the sins of few individuals. The story of Pharaoh
in the Bible is such. The whole of Egypt suffered because of sinful
actions of Pharaoh (see Exodus 7:14-24; 7:25-8:15; 11:1-12:36).The
Quran also has verses suggesting such measures: Quran (17:16) -
“And when we wish to destroy a town, we send our commandment to the
people of it who lead easy lives, but they transgress therein: thus
the words prove true against it, so We destroy it with utter
destruction.” [2]

Ancient religious texts suggest that God
created perfect human beings from the beginning. Genesis 1:31 “And
God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was very good.
And the evening and morning were the sixth day.”[3]

How does perfection begat imperfect? Where
does this sinful nature come from? Did God rework everything from
perfection to imperfect by cursing the whole universe? We wind up
back where we started, why did God punish all of his creation
because of the actions of two people? The Christian ideology
teaches of It means Adam was the federal head of the human race.
When he sinned, we sinned in him. Nevertheless, we not present at
the time and I do not think that the rest of us gave him any
permission to act on our behalf. The doctrine of imputed sin is
similar to an analogue of a father who takes his car and goes on a
drinking binge. At the party, his friends tell him to sleep over
but he insists that he is not drunk. After seeing that he is
adamant they let him go. As he is heading back home he does not see
incoming traffic and drives straight into it; killing a young
mother and her new born baby.

The father is converted and sentenced to
twenty years in jail. Nevertheless, the presiding officer (the
judge) also insists that the son who was out of town going about
his business must come forward and serves the same sentence. How
just is that? The innocent must suffer because of the sins of the
guilty, is that what you call divine justice?

Religious groups argue that God could be
testing us to see how much we love him or how loyal we are to him.
Again, it fails because an omniscient God should know of what lies
in our hearts. Being omniscient means that, he knows everything. In
other words, he has nothing new to learn and improve on. Inflicting
great pain on his creation like the way it manifests itself in the
world would be unnecessary.

Another argument offered is the promise of an
“afterlife” which synonymous with heaven. Religious folks argue
that the eternal rewards of heaven will compensate for all the
injustices on earth. The “saved” will be rewarded for their
righteous acts and the “damned will be punished for their
wickedness. I too like this idea of eternal bliss. A place where
there is no suffering: no tears and no pain. Everyone is smiling
and the sun is always sunshine. The birds are singing. However, the
promise of infinite happiness does not justify the harsh reality of
present suffering; a morally good God would at least provide an
immediate solution to current problems of the people.

For thousands of years humanity has been
ravaged by disease, wars, famine and drought. From the origins of
humanity, it was a struggle to survive and millions perished.
Extremely evil men like Nero, Genghis Khan, Adolf Hitler, Joseph
Stalin, Talat Pasha, Kim II Sung, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
Tomas Torquemada, Leopold II of Belgium and Pol Pot established
evil regimes that were responsible for some of worst crimes ever
perpetuated in human history. Even if the sweet promise of heaven
makes up for everything, it does not justify anything.

Fallen heroes like Martin Luther King, Chris
Hani, Steve Biko, Nelson Mandela, Julius Nyerere, Malcolm X, Khalid
Muhammad, Amilcar Cabral, Che, Fidel Castro and many others,
including living legends like Thabo Mbeki, Dai Lama and Desmond
Tutu were moved into action by the plight of their people. Their
lives are powerful examples of how compassion put into practical
use at the time people needed it.

They matched their intentions with their
actions. They understood that their people are suffering right now
and needed a solution to their problems. They would not be great if
they waited for the perfect time to “practice what they preached.”
Just imagine if Chris Hani and Oliver Tambo took the easy way out
by turning a blind eye but promised to fight injustices in
apartheid South Africa in the future. We would question their
motives behind their actions. It still does not solve the problem
of pain and suffering in the world because for the people
involved—it is not enough. It goes beyond than simplified
explanations. Moreover, for most people this answer is not
satisfactory. In fact, it brings more questions than answers: why
does God allow bad things in the first place? Since he is
omnipotent (all-powerful), why does He not prevent them?

There is also an argument that religious
people like to use: If things go the believer’s way, it is a sign
of “God’s will” or “Divine intervention.” If they go wrong, God
works in unknown ways that we cannot comprehend. Further, God has
an unknown plan to us. It is not up to us to question his will.
However, the question come backs to haunt someone who has lost
child due miscarriage or went through a tough time. Let us go back
to that story of a young girl who dies right before my eyes: her
death made no sense. She was young, beautiful, and supposedly
ambitious. She died before time. It begs the question: why are we
are not given a clear and distinct guarantee from God that He has
benevolent reasons for allowing bad things to happen, which we
could understand?

I once heard a religious person say, “God
allows the things he hates in our lives because he wants to achieve
something good out of it.” I am a believer in that truth. To
certain extent bad things, happen for a greater good. I do not
recall any highly successful person that had everything served to
him on a silver platter. It still raises serious questions about
the nature of God. If God is omnipotence (all-powerful) and
omniscient (all-knowing), why doesn’t he find creative ways to
prevent pain and suffering without losing greater good and
lessening the evil or eliminating it entirely?

If God allows


















































































































cover.jpg
th e oues I mhi”






