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Before We Start: 
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A Preface to All Lessons in this Series
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Man is an imperfect being: we sin, we make mistakes, and we don't always fully understand. I am no different. I will eventually tell you something wrong; not intentionally, but nonetheless, I will make mistakes. As such, it is of utmost importance that you search out and study the Bible itself to prove to yourself the accuracy of anything that I, or for that matter, that anyone teaches you. But you say that you want someone to teach you that will not make mistakes, someone you can hear or read and know that their instruction is perfect, without flaw. Well, we have such a teacher, if we would indeed just listen and read. We have such an instructor in God's Word, the Bible, and through His Holy Spirit. As it says in John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost {Or the Holy Spirit}, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. So, you don't need me to teach you about the Bible, and this study is not so much about teaching you the Bible, but instead it is meant to encourage you to study, and is there for a guide, to help you on your journey through your study of the Bible. Look at this study as if you were climbing a mountain. If I carried you on my back all the way to the top, did you climb the mountain? No. I carried you. Did you learn any useful skills? No. Did your muscles get stronger? No. But if I give you a boost every now and then, or if I reach down my hand to help you over a hard place, or if I suggest a route that I would take, then when you get to the top you can say most assuredly that you climbed the mountain. And because of that, you gained skills and your muscles grew stronger. And that is what this study is meant to be, a helping hand, or a boost when you reach a hard place, a map to guide you around obstacles, but you are going to have to do the studying. 

This study is fully contextual within the Book of the Bible it is studying. It is in a way, a running commentary. It starts with the first verse in the book, and ends after the last one. This study, in its whole, consists of around 44,528 words. Of these 44,528 words, approximately 20,722 words are the text of The Gospel of John. Also of the 44,528 words, approximately 3,655 words are referenced Scripture. This leaves around 20,151 words out of the 44,528 that constitute the narrative portion of the study.

I do not especially like topical studies, where you pick a topic and then use verses from all over the Bible to prove your point. In a way it is sad, but a person can “prove” just about any point they want to make by picking and choosing verses, then taking them out of their intended context, but that doesn't mean that is what the Bible is truly saying about a particular point. I recommend that you start at the first of the Book, and go through it to the end. There are approximately 57 Scripture references in this study, like John 14:26 above, but do not take my word on them being applicable. Read the whole chapter that the referenced verses are in, possibly even the entire book the verses are in, and then you make sure for yourself that the verse is truly applicable. This study is not the lazy man's way to learn the Bible. You have to put forth the effort and study, and if you have ever really and truly studied hard on something, you know that it is work. 

Study does not mean read. Paul said, in 2nd Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Paul did not say to simply read, he did not say to sit and listen to someone teach you, in fact he did not even say to learn, but what he did say was to study. Get in there and work; dig the truth out; search to see what it is that God is trying to tell you or to teach you; understand what God would have you to learn. And the only way you will ever accomplish this is to pray, ask the Holy Spirit to help you to understand, and then work.

Going back to the mountain climbing analogy: You would not start out to climb a high mountain without having at least the very minimum of the proper equipment or tools required for safe mountain climbing. The same should be true about your study of the Bible. Of course it should go without saying that the main tools we need are prayer, the Holy Spirit, and as a very minimum you should have a Bible. Now there are more and more version of the Bible becoming available all of the time, and it is a study within itself as to which version is the best to use. Without getting into all of the reasons why, this study is based on the King James Version of the Bible. So, if you are going to use this study, I highly recommend that you use the King James Version of the Bible. Just remember, many Bibles have extra things added to them that are supposed to help you understand the Bible, and it is very important that you do not take these extra things as Scripture, and that is what many people do. (Along the same line, do not take the narrative portion of this study as Scripture either.) The next tool that we need is a good dictionary. I prefer a Webster’s or Oxford dictionary. You will be surprised as to how many words that you use every day that you do not know the full meaning of, and at the various meanings that a word can have. As you are doing your study, when you come across a word that you are not sure of the meaning of, look it up in your dictionary and find the meaning of it. Also, look at the origin of the word, as sometimes this can unlock the proper meaning or usage of a word.

With just these simple tools, you can start your study of the Bible. But if you really want to get in there and study deeper, a few of the other tools you may find handy are: A concordance, which, depending of the one you use, will show you just about every place each word in the Bible is used. (I use "Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance", which seems to be very good.) A Hebrew/English and a Greek/English dictionary, which will allow you to see what some of the words in the original languages of the Bible meant. (I use "Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words" for the Greek words.) And the tool that I use the most is a computer based Bible, most of which will allow you to do searches, and some of which include the Greek and Hebrew dictionaries. (I use "Quick Verse" 4.01 with the added Greek and Hebrew dictionaries, and "theWord", which contains several dictionaries and other modules, many of which can be added with no charge.) Another tool, which can be both helpful as well as harmful, is the internet. You can find just about everything on the internet, but I caution you that everything that you find may not be factual. But some things that are helpful on the internet are that if you search for it, you can find the "Strong’s Concordance", "Vine’s Dictionary", "Quick Verse", and "theWord" on the internet. This will allow you to try them before you buy them, or you may even find them for free.

Another word of caution on tools for your Bible study is that like a person climbing a mountain, if they take every tool that is available to them, they would be so loaded down that they will not be able to climb. Likewise, if you are too cumbered down with Bible study aids, you will soon find yourself reading the study aids more than you do the Bible, and relying on them more than you do the Holy Spirit and prayer, and you may also find yourself more confused from conflicting information.  

It is sad and unfortunate, but it seems as though most of what we think we know about the Bible is nothing more that myths, fables, fairy tales, traditions, and misquotes. How many times have you had a teacher or preacher, or a layperson say, or for that matter you may have even said "The Bible says..." and then make a profound statement that we just know for a certainty comes straight out of the Bible? For example: "The Bible says we are to hate the sin, but love the sinner." It sounds like Bible, and it is what is meant in the Bible, but the Bible did not say it. That is a quote from someone who was not even a Christian, or a Jew, but in fact it comes from Mahatma Gandhi, who was a famous Indian Hindu. Or how about, "The Bible says money is the root of all evil." We've all heard it, and most of us think that we have probably even read it in the Bible, but what the Bible actually says is in, 1st Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. So, it is the love of money that the Bible is talking about, not money itself. This list goes on and on. Anytime something is stated as being said in the Bible, make sure that it actually is before you totally take it to heart. And don't accuse the person doing the misquoting of trying to corrupt the Scriptures, for just like you and me, they probably were told the same thing by someone else, and simply took for granted that it actually was in the Bible, and passed it on to us, thinking they were doing good. But let's let the error stop with us, and make sure we do not do any misquoting, and politely point it out to the person who misquoted it to you; they will probably be glad you did.

But, you say, so what if we are wrong about just a few words, as long as the thought is what God meant? To understand how important it is to keep God's word uncorrupted; we have to go back to the first book of the Bible, where it says in Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. And then when we look in the next chapter of Genesis we see: Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. Now Satan did not change a whole lot when he misquoted God. In fact, he basically only added three letters: "not". Where God said, "thou shalt surely die", Satan corrupted God's Word and said, "ye shall not surely die". And because of that little, simple, almost unseen change, sin entered into the world.

Now how many people think that if you are good, you get to go to Heaven? Probably more than you would actually imagine. And where did they get this idea? Probably from a parent who used to tell them as a child that if they were a good little boy or a good little girl, then they would get to go to heaven to be with Jesus. But Jesus tells us in John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. I have to wonder just how many "good" people are in Hell today just because they were convinced, by the fable, as a child, that if they were good, they would go to Heaven, and as such, never saw the need for a forgiving and saving Jesus who shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins so that if we accept Him as our Savior, and only means to enter Heaven, we could eventually go there; not because we were good, but because Jesus offered us His free gift, and we accepted it.

Unfortunately, so much of what we “know” about the Bible today comes from movies and TV. How many movies have you seen where someone dies, goes to Heaven and becomes an angel, or may have to come back to earth and do something good before they can get into Heaven and get their wings. That is not Bible. I have never found anywhere in the Bible where it says that we turn into angels or get wings, and that is because we do not. It does not matter how good the thought of our deceased loved one being an angel makes us feel, it does not happen. And like it says in Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:. Once we die, there are no second chances. We cannot be prayed out of Hell or any other place. To say that we can have a second chance after death or that we can be prayed, or even paid, into Heaven from some other place is nothing more than a myth or a fairy tale and goes totally contrary to Jesus’ own teachings. 

As I stated earlier, we need to study rather than just read the Bible. You may be asking, "What is the difference?" To me, reading is simply a matter of letting the words on a page flow into your mind, painting a picture of what the author is saying. It is not much different from watching a movie. Reading allows you to see the big picture. And, just as any big picture is composed of many smaller details, so too is the Bible. When we study, we are making a concerted effort to understand just exactly what it is that the author, or in the case of the Bible, what it is that God is trying to get us to understand. When we study we need to see and fully understand all of the details.
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The Formatting of this Study
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These studies are based upon notes made over the last twenty or so years for Bible study classes at Church. The studies are not meant to be totally inclusive, in that they tell you every little detail about the Book they are about, but rather are meant to give you a helping hand now and then. God inspired the actual Books in the Bible, and there is no way that I, or anyone else, can improve on God's Word. I am just trying to give you a little bit of insight into the Book.

The Scripture of the Book should show up in an Italic font that looks like this: John 1:1 In the beginning

My comments should show up in a non-Italic like this: {My comments are normally enclosed in brackets.}

Any referenced Scripture should show up as a smaller sized font like this: {Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God}

See the difference in the fonts, sizes and the added brackets? If the referenced Scripture is within one of my comments, then the brackets may not be there, such as this: {Your body is a temple too, as it says in 1st Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?} When I want to emphasize something it will either be underlined, bold, or bold underlined in growing order of emphasis.

Unfortunately, one of the draw backs to ebooks is that sometimes the original font type and size may be changed in the process of publishing the ebook, and as a result, it may be difficult to distinguish subtle differences in the fonts.
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The Setting for The Book of The Gospel of John
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Title of The Book:
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The book of John is known by several titles. These include: "John", "St. (or Saint) John", "The Book of John", "The Gospel of John", "The Gospel According to John", and "The Gospel According to St. (or Saint) John". To my knowledge, no one knows exactly what John called his document, if he called it anything. I tend to call John's book "The Gospel of John", for that is what it is: the Gospel from John's view point, however, the book is normally referenced as simply "John". 
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Who Wrote The Book:
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The book of The Gospel (Which means: Good News or Glad Tidings) of John was written by John. It does not come right out and say that, but the Bible says in John 21:20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved {Now the disciple whom Jesus loved is believed to be, and most likely is, John.} following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple {who is believed to be John} should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 24 This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things {The author of the Book}: and we {God, Jesus, The Holy Spirit, and John} know that his testimony is true. So, while John is not specifically named as the author, he is the one that is commonly accepted as the author.
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When Was the Book Written, and From Where:
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Most scholars agree that the Gospel of John was written sometime around 85 AD by John while he was in Ephesus. It was the last of the four Gospels to be penned. 
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Who is John:
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John, which essentially means favored of God, was the son of Zebedee, which is the Greek rendering of the Hebrew name Zebadiah, which means the Lord Has Given. Zebedee was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee. John’s mother can be deduced to be Salome, which means safe, well, happy, or friendly, and comes from the same word for shalom, which is the typical Hebrew greeting that basically means peace. This deduction that John's mother was Salome comes from Matthew 27:55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: 56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses {Who was also the mother of Jesus.}, and the mother of Zebedee's children. And then from Mark 15:40 There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses {Who was also the mother of Jesus.}, and Salome; 41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem. So, by replacing “the mother of Zebedee’s children” in the list in Matthew with “Salome” from the list in Mark, it is then highly likely, but not totally positive, that Salome was the mother of Zebedee’s children, more specifically the mother of John. John had a brother named James (James is the Greek word for Jacob.), who along with John worked with their father
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