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  INTRODUCTION


  ‘You can have it all, but you can’t do it all.’


  Michelle Pfeiffer, American actress


  The last few decades have posed many new challenges and choices for women. Women are under the microscope as never before.


  Even after making the decision whether or not to have careers, children and relationships, experiences can be very different. For example, in an interview with journalist Lucy Kellaway in the Financial Times, businesswoman Nicola Horlick describes leaving the house for work, her children shouting, ‘One more kiss, Mummy!’ Lucy Kellaway informs her that in her own house, the cry of ‘one more kiss’ has rung out less often than ‘Fuck off, I hate you.’


  Numerous TV programmes on how to look younger and be a better parent, cook or partner offer advice to women on how to improve their lives. Many women take this advice and have a little help, though often are reluctant to admit it. Singer Madonna confesses: ‘I’m not against plastic surgery, I’m just against discussing it.’ Whereas, perhaps more realistically for many women, TV presenter Fern Britton tells it how it is and admits in Woman magazine: ‘At this age you get those bits down your thighs that have gone a little bit Odeon curtains. And I have to roll my bosoms up like a Swiss roll.’


  As if modern women don’t have enough challenges to overcome, they are also expected to embrace new technology. Some face this willingly, like Joan Collins, who tweeted Home Secretary Theresa May: ‘Arrived LHR after great trip on British Airways, but 1000s waiting at Passport control – listen up Ms May – need more officers.’


  Some are confused: ‘I cannot even use a bicycle pump.’ (The response from actress Dame Judi Dench, when asked if she used email.)


  Actress Denise Welch is equally puzzled: ‘You get a message saying, “So-and-so has written on your wall”, but I don’t really know where my wall is, so I don’t follow it up.’


  Janet Street-Porter is also adamant in her condemnation of blogging: ‘Life is too fucking short to log on and read some other sad cow’s story about getting up, washing her hair and dealing with a grouchy boss in the office … DELETE.’


  One of the keynotes of society today is the appetite for celebrity and instant fame. Programmes such as the soaps, Big Brother and talent shows like Britain’s Got Talent catapult participants into the spotlight, often with surprising results. Singer Susan Boyle, winner of BGT, admits: ‘I no longer felt like Susan Boyle, the wee wifey with a wiggle; I felt like Susan Boyle the performer.’


  Women play many different roles in their daily lives, and whatever their particular choices and circumstances, most would agree that there is no stereotype. Most strive to do well in whatever they undertake and to do it in their own way.


  Singer Beyoncé is no exception: ‘At this point, I really know who I am and don’t feel like I have to put myself in a box. I’m not afraid of taking risks – no one can define me.’


  Finally, if you can do it all – good luck.
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  In any collection of quotations there is a need for accuracy – quotes are frequently attributed to people who never said them, or who said them in quite a different form or context from the one in which they are represented. We take them up, edit and often embellish them to fit our need.


  The quotations in this book are derived from a variety of sources, including books, magazines and interviews. The quotes are assumed to be accurate, and all were obtained from previously published or broadcast sources. The quotes are, of course, the opinion of those who first spoke or wrote them.


  The astute observations, intuition and humour of women has left a legacy of memorable lines from early centuries up to the present day. All are worthy because they express the thoughts, feelings, dreams and fears of women, irrespective of their social background or time in history.


  For ease of reference, the quotations that follow are arranged in alphabetical subject order, with full details of the source given in the first instance in each section.


  ABILITY


  Ability is sexless.


  Christabel Pankhurst (1880-1958), British suffragette and daughter of Emmeline Pankhurst


  I’m not going to limit myself just because people won’t accept the fact that I can do something else.


  Dolly Parton, American country music singer-songwriter


  When nothing is sure, everything is possible.


  Dame Margaret Drabble, British novelist and critic


  If you do things well, do them better. Be daring, be first, be different, be just.


  Dame Anita Roddick (1942-2007), founder and managing director of Body Shop International


  As the newest Lady Turnpot descended into the kitchen wrapped only in her celery-green dressing gown, her creamy bosom rising and falling like a temperamental soufflé, her tart mouth pursed in distaste, the sous-chef whispered to the scullery boy, ‘I don’t know what to make of her.’


  Laurel Fortuner, American writer, 1992 winner of the Bulwer-Lytton Prize (an annual contest to write the worst opening paragraph of an imaginary novel)


  Women are capable of great music but seldom blow their own trumpet.


  Carole McKenzie, Scottish editor of Wise Women


  ACRONYMS


  SINBADS


  Women who are: Single In Need of Blokes, in Absolutely Desperate State


  USWISOMWAGMOHOTM


  United Single Women In Search Of Men Who Aren’t Gay, Married, Or Hung-up On Their Mothers


  SCUM


  Society for Cutting Up Men manifesto


  Valerie Solanas (1936-1988), American radical feminist writer who gained notoriety for her assassination attempt on Andy Warhol


  CHMD


  Celebrity Hyperbole Mega-Defence


  NEETS


  Not in Education Employment or Training


  SLITS


  Still Living In The Sixties


  DINK


  Double Income No Kids


  OINK


  One Income No Kids


  WIGGs


  Women Into Gay Guys


  ACTING


  Acting is the most minor of gifts and not a very high-class way to earn a living. After all, Shirley Temple could do it at the age of four.


  Katharine Hepburn (1907-2003), American actress


  When I cry, do you want the tears to run all the way or shall I stop halfway down?


  Margaret O’Brien (aged six), American actress


  Acting is like painting pictures on bathroom tissues. Ten minutes later you throw them away and they’re gone.


  Shelley Winters (1920-2006), American actress


  The stage is actor’s country. You have to get your passport stamped every so often or they take away your citizenship.


  Dame Vanessa Redgrave, British actress and political activist


  Acting is standing up naked and turning around very slowly.


  Rosalind Russell (1907-1976), American actress and singer


  What acting means is that you’ve got to get out of your own skin.


  Katharine Hepburn


  Scratch an actor and you’ll find an actress.


  Dorothy Parker (1893-1967), American wit


  I mean, the question actors most often get asked is how they can bear saying the same things over and over again, night after night, but God knows the answer to that is, don’t we all anyway? Might as well get paid for it.


  Elaine Dundy (1921-2008), American novelist and actress, in The Dud Avocado, 1958


  I was born at the age of 12 on a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer lot.


  Judy Garland (1922-1969), American actress


  I’m glad you like my Catherine. I like her too. She ruled 30 million people and had 3,000 lovers. I do the best I can in two hours.


  Mae West (1893-1980), American actress, speaking from the stage after her performance in Catherine the Great


  Dramatic art, in her opinion, is knowing how to fill a sweater.


  Bette Davis (1908-1989), American actress, on Jayne Mansfield


  I just pretended I was a cartoon. I exaggerated every move. Every time I made a movement, I would think like a cartoon.


  Kim Basinger, American actress, on her role as a cartoon seductress


  All those actresses who turned the film down are stupid. I believe that if you have the right equipment and a point of view, that’s a deadly combination.


  Sharon Stone, American actress, on her role in the film Basic Instinct


  If I quit the business tomorrow, I’d involve myself in working with people. That’s why I love this profession.


  Hannah Gordon, British actress


  I intend to keep entertaining people for as long as I can. I’m going to be like George Burns, an old trouper. And then, I hope, drop dead on the stage. If I rise and I look down and I see all that happening, I’ll be happy.


  Debbie Reynolds, American actress


  The idea that acting is quintessentially ‘feminine’ carries with it a barely perceptible sneer, a suggestion that it is not the noblest or most dignified of professions. Acting is role-playing, role-playing is lying, and lying is a woman’s game.


  Molly Haskell, American film critic and writer


  I do 20 minutes every time the refrigerator door opens and the light comes on.


  Debbie Reynolds, referring to her life in showbusiness


  I believe in being kind to others. I don’t make life hard for myself. And I believe you have to learn something every day. When you stop, you die.


  Dame Evelyn Laye CBE (1900-1996), English actress and singer


  When you are my size, have dirty ashy-blonde hair and look like me, you will never, never get to play glamorous roles. I’m just grateful my career has peaked with this success. Glory be! It’s been wonderful. Generally, in this business, if you haven’t made it by 40, you can forget it. We wrinklies can no longer be shoved in the back room and forgotten. That’s the message I preach to the world … I make a good spokesperson. I’m a real bigmouth.


  Estelle Getty (1923-2008), American actress


  I never know what role to play on panel shows. If you’re the girl, you’re often meant to be the stupid one.


  Isy Suttie, British actress and comedienne, in interview, 2012


  When you do Shakespeare, they think you must be intelligent because they think you understand what you’re saying.


  Dame Helen Mirren, British actress


  Performers never want to stop performing. Retirement isn’t in my lexicon. I have such fun and, anyway, what would I do? People often ask what I could possibly do next that I haven’t done already and I always answer the same way: I’d like to do it all over again, only this time better.


  Liza Minnelli, American actress, in interview, 2012


  There’s something that sort of weirds me out about actors who want to be rock stars, and the other way round too.


  Gwyneth Paltrow, American actress


  Being a celebrity has taught me to hide, but being an actor has opened my soul.


  Meryl Streep, American actress, Barnard Commencement speech, 2010


  With the number of people I ignore, I’m lucky I work at all in this town.


  Helena Bonham Carter CBE, British actress


  I don’t really see myself as an actress. I love music too much. I wouldn’t mind a cameo, if I could just play myself.


  Cheryl Cole, British singer with Girls Aloud


  I’m not someone who sacrifices all for the cinema; my life will be always more important.


  Natalie Portman, American actress


  ACTION


  It is far easier to act under conditions of tyranny than to think.


  Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), German-American philosopher


  I needed a vice real quick.


  Mia Farrow, American actress and humanitarian, confessing that she only started smoking during relationship problems with Woody Allen


  You are going to get a big surprise with the next thing I do.


  Diana, Princess of Wales (1961-1997), to reporters in St Tropez, Guardian, 1997


  Don’t worry, when I sell you to Crewe, you won’t be able to see them from there.


  Karren Brady, British businesswoman, sporting executive and former MD of Birmingham City Football Club, said to a player at Birmingham Football Club who observed, ‘I can see your tits in that shirt.’ (The player was sold soon after.)


  ADVERTISING


  I have nothing to do with aspects of advertising; I can’t even tell a Cinzano from a Martini. But I do trust the public to tell the difference between real life and advertisements, which is more than better-educated worthies seem willing to do.


  Edwina Currie, British novelist and former MP, arguing in favour of advertising on the BBC and against the notion that advertising is bad for the public


  Fantastically voluptuous sex-kitten goddess needs major licking from a rich, well-hung man.


  Dawn French, British novelist and comedienne, when asked how she would describe herself in a lonely hearts ad


  ADVICE


  If you want a thing well done, get a couple of old broads to do it.


  Bette Davis (1908-1989), American actress


  I give myself sometimes admirable advice, but I am incapable of taking it.


  Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (1689-1762), British society hostess and wit


  Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish we didn’t.


  Erica Jong, American writer and poet


  If I had to give young writers advice, I’d say don’t listen to writers talking about writing.


  Lillian Hellman (1905-1984), American dramatist


  The strongest piece of advice I would give to any young woman is don’t screw around and don’t smoke.


  Edwina Currie, British novelist and former MP


  Take the wife.


  Edwina Currie (then junior Health Minister), advising businessmen travelling abroad on how to avoid catching AIDS


  The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach.


  Fanny Fern (1811-1872), American writer


  Kill him.


  Ivana Trump, Czech former athlete and socialite giving advice to women deserted


  Haste is the enemy of politeness.


  Drusilla Beyfus, British journalist and author


  After 40, a woman has to choose between losing her figure or her face. My advice is to keep your face and stay sitting down.


  Libby Purves OBE, British radio presenter and journalist, in article in the Times


  Once, when I was struggling, my mum told me a phrase she’d read: ‘Love the flower in winter when it says nothing.’ I liked the idea that everyone has their winter. There are times when you’re quiet, then you come round again.


  Abi Morgan, British playwright


  Advice to persons about to marry – don’t.


  Punch, English humorous periodical, 1845


  Don’t compromise yourself. You’re all you’ve got.


  Janis Joplin (1943-1970), American singer-songwriter


  Pop stars should not eat.


  Lady Gaga, American singer


  AFFAIRS


  I knew about the affair … I told Paddy … ‘Look, kiddo, you’ve got to come clean or people will think that it’s something much worse.’


  Jane Ashdown, on her husband Paddy’s much-publicised affair


  Baloney!


  Barbara Bush, wife of George W. Bush, on the allegations that her husband had had an affair


  I don’t sleep with married men, but what I mean is that I don’t sleep with happily married men.


  Britt Ekland, Swedish actress


  If you are going to do something like my husband did, you should at least have the decency to do it out of the country, not next door. That’s what any other man would do.


  Lady Sarah Graham-Moon, after her husband began an affair with a woman in the neighbouring village; in revenge, she cut up his Savile Row suits and distributed his vintage wine collection


  I haven’t had as many affairs as Joan Crawford – but outside of a cat house, who has?


  Bette Davis (1908-1989), American actress


  There were three of us in this marriage, so it was a bit crowded.


  Diana, Princess of Wales (1961-1997), Panorama interview, 1995


  I was naive – I ignored all the warning signs.


  Mia Farrow, American actress and humanitarian, after revelations of Woody Allen’s affair


  We could not continue without risking discovery.


  Edwina Currie, British novelist and former MP, speaking of her affair with John Major


  I wish somebody had sat me down and said, ‘You are doing a good job, but there is going to be trouble.’


  Carole Caplin, lifestyle coach to Cherie Blair, wife of former British Prime Minister Tony Blair


  I enjoyed being an adulteress … taking a certain vengeance of the fact that my husband was not being faithful.


  Joan Collins, British actress


  AGEING


  Age – you just wake up one morning, and you got it.


  Moms Mabley (1894-1975), American comedienne


  Old age is not an illness, it is a timeless ascent. As power diminishes, we grow towards the light.


  May Sarton (1912-1995), Belgian-born American writer


  If beauty is a letter of introduction, wrinkles are a good résumé.


  Mary Ellen Pinkham, American author of Guide to Good-Enough Housekeeping


  I refuse to admit that I’m more than 52 even if that does make my sons illegitimate.


  Lady Nancy Astor (1879-1964), first woman to sit as an MP in the House of Commons


  The years that a woman subtracts from her age are not lost. They are added to other women’s.


  Diane de Poitiers (1499-1566), French courtier and mistress of King Henri II of France


  A woman is as young as her knees.


  Mary Quant, British fashion designer


  Preparing for the worst is an activity I have taken up since I turned 35, and the worst actually began to happen.


  Delia Ephron, American screenwriter and novelist


  When a woman reaches 26 in America, she’s on the slide. It’s downhill all the way from then on. It doesn’t give you a tremendous feeling of confidence and well-being.


  Lauren Bacall, American actress


  The lovely thing about being 40 is that you can appreciate 25-year-old men more.


  Colleen McCullough, Australian writer


  I’d like to go on being 35 for a long time.


  Margaret Thatcher, first female British Prime Minister, remark made at the age of 54


  The secret of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly and lie about your age.


  Lucille Ball (1911-1989), American actress


  I’m not interested in age. People who tell their age are silly. You’re as young as you feel.


  Elizabeth Arden (1884-1966), American founder of cosmetics empire


  Every age has a keyhole to which its eye is pasted.


  Mary McCarthy (1912-1989), American writer, in On the Contrary, 1962


  Being 70 is not a sin.


  Golda Meir (1898-1978), Israeli politician and fourth Prime Minister of Israel from 1969 to 1974


  I was born in 1962, true. And the room next to me was 1963.


  Joan Rivers, American comedienne


  There are so many ways of us dying, it’s astonishing any of us choose old age.


  Dame Beryl Bainbridge (1932-2010), British novelist


  You know, when I first went into the movies Lionel Barrymore played my grandfather. Later he played my father and finally he played my husband. If he had lived, I’m sure I would have played his mother. That’s the way it is in Hollywood. The men get younger and the women get older.


  Lillian Gish (1893-1993), American actress


  Time and trouble will tame an advanced young woman, but an advanced old woman is uncontrollable by any earthly force.


  Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957), English crime writer


  Fifty-five years! I’ve sure come a long way from Lassie.


  Dame Elizabeth Taylor (1932-2011), British actress, on her birthday


  What is an adult? A child blown up by age.


  Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986), French writer, in La Femme Rompue, 1967


  The older one grows, the more one likes indecency.


  Virginia Woolf (1882-1941), British writer, in Monday or Tuesday, 1921


  My 40s are the best time I have ever gone through.


  Dame Elizabeth Taylor


  All one’s life as a young woman one is on show, a focus of attention, people notice you. You set yourself up to be noticed and admired. And then, not expecting it, you become middle-aged and anonymous. No one notices you. You achieve a wonderful freedom and it is a positive thing. You can move about unnoticed and invisible.


  Doris Lessing, Zimbabwean-British novelist and playwright


  The really frightening thing about middle age is the knowledge that you’ll grow out of it.


  Doris Day, American actress


  When women pass 30, they first forget their age; when 40, they forget that they ever remembered it.


  Ninon de Lenclos (1620-1705), French author and courtesan


  Being an old maid is like death by drowning: a really delightful sensation after you cease to struggle.


  Edna Ferber (1885-1968), American Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist and playwright


  I have dedicated this celebration of life to the kid in me.


  Dame Elizabeth Taylor, at her 60th birthday party at Disneyland


  What happens to actresses after their 40s? They get better but they stop working. There only seems to be room for a handful of women in middle age, but men in middle age can sustain careers all over the place.


  Juliet Stevenson CBE, English actress


  I have always felt that a woman has the right to treat the subject of her age with ambiguity until, perhaps, she passes into the realm of over 90. Then it is better she be candid with herself and with the world.


  Helena Rubinstein (1870-1965), Polish-born cosmetics manufacturer, in My Life for Beauty, 1966


  The closest seats always go first. For some reason, people want to see your fillings and wrinkles.


  Dame Cleo Laine, British jazz singer, on her sell-out concerts at the Albert Hall


  Get up, dear, you’re older than I am.


  Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother (1900-2002), to Evelyn Laye (in her 80s) when she curtsied


  There comes a time when you have to face facts about your face. Women whose age outstrips their bra size spend much time attempting to recapture their lost youth and I am no exception. But I have no desire to be young again. God forbid – all that fumbling, all that angst and acne. I just want to look younger – to find something that will stop the rot.


  Nina Myskow, British columnist and TV celebrity


  Just look in the mirror, love. That’s the biggest shock of all.


  Jane McDonald, British singer and TV presenter, Loose Women


  At this age you get those bits down your thighs that have gone a little bit Odeon curtains. And I have to roll my bosoms up like a Swiss roll.


  Fern Britton, British television presenter, in Woman magazine, 2012


  My husband tells me I should wear a scarf to hide my scraggy neck, but I’ve no intention of doing anything about my wrinkles.


  Mary Berry CBE, British food writer


  I know that age doesn’t matter. I have friends of all ages – and in our heads we’re all 20.


  Lulu OBE, Scottish singer, asked whether it is attitude or age that matters


  Females get hired along procreative lines. After 40, we’re kind of cooked.


  Carrie Fisher, American actress


  I absolutely refuse to reveal my age. What am I – a car?


  Cyndi Lauper, American singer and actress


  In your 40s, you have the confidence to choose to do the things you actually want to do.


  Karren Brady, British businesswoman, sporting executive and vice-chairman of West Ham United Football Club


  The way a woman ages has much to do with genetics. My mother has very good bone structure, which I have inherited; it certainly helps.


  Catherine Deneuve, French actress


  We are not old – we are recycled teenagers.


  Betty Smith, 90, and Beryl Renwick, 86, presenters on BBC Radio Humberside and unlikely winners of a Sony Radio Award, 2012


  It is sad to grow old but nice to ripen.


  Brigitte Bardot, French actress turned animal rights campaigner


  AIDS


  It could be said that the AIDS pandemic is a classic own-goal scored by the human race against itself.


  Anne, Princess Royal


  She doesn’t just go and shake hands with someone who’s got AIDS to prove it’s OK to shake hands; she actively goes to other countries to see how things are, and she marches around on foot to see for herself.


  Audrey Slaughter, British ex-editor of Vanity Fair, on Princess Anne


  Every time you sleep with a boy you sleep with all his old girlfriends.


  AIDS advertisement, 1987


  The most frightening fact about AIDS is that it can be spread by normal sex between men and women. This is still rare in Scotland.


  Scottish Sunday Mail


  ALIMONY


  Alimony is one way of compensating for those financial disabilities aggravated, or caused, by marriage: unequal educational opportunities; unequal employment opportunities; and unequal division of family responsibilities, with no compensation for the spouse who works in the home.


  Susan C. Ross, American lawyer and writer of The Rights of Women


  The high cost of leaving.


  Anon


  AMBITION


  When people enquire I always just state


  ‘I have four nice children, and hope to have eight.’


  Aline Murray Kilmer (1888-1941), American poet


  We are all right in our place, we are told – as controllers of the household budget, educators of the minds of children, folders of election addresses, but beware the efforts of those who aspire to higher things.


  Norah Willis (1924-1991), British feminist and president of the Co-operative Congress, in a speech, 1983


  I have changed my ministers, but I have not changed my measures; I am still for moderation and will govern by it.


  Queen Anne of England (1665-1714), in a speech to the new Tory government


  Being an MP is the sort of job all working-class parents want for their children – clean, indoors and no heavy lifting.


  Diane Abbott, British Labour Party politician, Independent interview, 2012


  The most important single quality you need is belief in yourself.


  Janet Street-Porter, British journalist and broadcaster


  I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realise I should have been more specific.


  Lily Tomlin, American actress and comedienne


  When other little girls wanted to be ballet dancers, I kind of wanted to be a vampire.


  Angelina Jolie, American actress


  Barack’s eyes are focused on the sky – but as his wife, let me assure you that his family is keeping his feet firmly on the ground as well.


  Michelle Obama, wife of President Barack Obama, on the campaign trail in 2007


  I over-analyse everything, and I want to be the best at it, and maybe that’s just me being an over-achiever. I just wish I was better at everything.


  Beyoncé, American singer


  Anything’s possible if you’ve got enough nerve.


  J.K. Rowling, British novelist and author of Harry Potter


  I have always regarded myself as the pillar of my life.


  Meryl Streep, American actress


  I hope they make a video game of me. At least I wouldn’t have any cellulite then.


  Scarlett Johansson, American actress


  AMERICA AND AMERICANS


  In the United States, there is more space where nobody is than where anybody is. This is what makes America what it is.


  Gertrude Stein (1874-1946), American writer and poet


  When you get there [Oakland], there isn’t any there there.


  Gertrude Stein


  Natives who beat drums to drive off evil spirits are objects of scorn to smart Americans who blow horns to break up traffic jams.


  Anon


  The United States has the power to destroy the world but not the power to save it alone.


  Margaret Mead (1901-1978), American anthropologist and writer


  When an American heiress wants to buy a man, she at once crosses the Atlantic.


  Mary McCarthy (1912-1989), American writer


  If there is any country on earth where the course of true love may be expected to run smooth, it is America.


  Harriet Martineau (1802-1876), British writer, in Society in America, 1837


  Things on the whole are much faster in America; people don’t stand for election, they run for office. If a person says he’s sick, it doesn’t mean regurgitating, it means ill. Mad means angry, not insane. Don’t ask for the left luggage; it’s called the check room. A nice joint means a good pub, not roast meat.


  Jessica Mitford (1917-1996), British author and political campaigner, one of the Mitford sisters


  America has all that Russia has not. Russia has things America has not. Why will America not reach out a hand to Russia, as I have given my hand?


  Isadora Duncan (1878-1927), American dancer, in a speech at the Symphony Hall, Boston, in 1922 in support of Russia, following the 1917 revolution


  The ladies have strange ways of adding to their charms. They powder themselves immoderately, face, neck and arms, with pulverised starch; the effect is indescribably disagreeable by day-light, and not very favourable at any time.


  Mrs Frances Trollope (1780-1863), English novelist


  I never saw an American man walk or stand well … They are nearly all hollow-chested and round-shouldered.


  Mrs Frances Trollope


  We grew up founding our dreams on the infinite promise of American advertising.


  Zelda Fitzgerald (1900-1948), American novelist and wife of F. Scott Fitzgerald


  In America, you watch TV and think that’s totally unreal, then you step outside and it’s just the same.


  Joan Armatrading MBE, British singer-songwriter


  If you are going to America, bring your own food.


  Fran Lebowitz, American author and journalist


  Solitude is un-American.


  Erica Jong, American author and poet


  Once I was coming down a street in Beverly Hills and I saw a Cadillac about a block long, and out of the side window was a wonderfully slinky mink, and an arm, and at the end of the arm a hand in a white suede glove wrinkled at the wrist, and in the hand was a bagel with a bite out of it.


  Dorothy Parker (1893-1967), American wit


  Europeans used to say Americans were puritanical. Then they discovered that we were not puritans. So now they say we are obsessed with sex.


  Mary McCarthy


  I am trying to make my accent so it won’t bother anyone, but I am not going to drive myself crazy trying to pretend I am an American girl when I am from Colombia.


  Shakira, Colombian singer


  It always makes me laugh when people ask why anyone would want to do a sitcom in America. If it runs for five years, you never have to work again.


  Twiggy, British model and icon of the 1960s


  ANGER


  Anger as soon as fed is dead,


  ‘Tis starving makes it fat.


  Emily Dickinson (1830-1886), American poet


  You don’t pull ideas out of the air. What you’ve got to do is find something that really makes you angry because very often that’s where there’s a hole in the market.


  Dame Anita Roddick (1942-2007), founder and managing director of Body Shop International


  Anger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor.


  Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603)


  My mother used to say, ‘He who angers you, conquers you!’ But my mother was a saint.


  Elizabeth Kenny (1880-1952), pioneering Australian nurse


  ANXIETY


  A woman that loves to be at the window is like a bunch of grapes on the highway.


  Italian proverb


  How often, while women and girls sit warm at a snug fireside, their hearts and imagination are doomed to divorce from the comfort surrounding their persons. Forced out by night to wander through dark ways, to dare stress of weather, to contend with the snowblast, to wait at lonely gates and stiles in the wildest storms, watching and listening to see and hear the father, the son, the husband coming home.


  Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855), British novelist


  APPEARANCE


  There are no ugly women, only lazy ones.


  Helena Rubinstein (1870-1965), Polish-born cosmetics manufacturer


  All women think they’re ugly, even pretty women. A man who understood this could fuck more women than Don Giovanni. They all think their cunts are ugly … They all find fault with their figures … Even models and actresses, even the women you think are so beautiful that they have nothing to worry about, do worry all the time.


  Erica Jong, American author and poet


  In my own mind, I am still that fat brunette from Toledo and I always will be.


  Gloria Steinem, leading figure of the American women’s movement in the 1960s


  No one ever called me pretty when I was a little girl.


  Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962), American actress


  It’s not what you’d call a figure, is it?


  Twiggy, British model and icon of the 1960s


  We can’t have anyone too common looking. It would upset my children.


  Dame Barbara Cartland (1901-2000), British romantic novelist, describing the actress to play her in a film about her life


  He has turned almost alarmingly blond – he’s gone past platinum, he must be plutonium; his hair is coordinated with his teeth.


  Pauline Kael (1919-2001), American film critic, on Robert Redford


  Hair, in fact, is probably the bane of most women’s lives.


  Joan Collins, British actress


  I looked like a lampshade on legs.


  Julia Roberts, American actress, on her role as Tinkerbell in the film Hook


  Just look at the state of my nails. I’ve been wearing so much nail varnish over the last few weeks they’ve turned a sort of orangey colour.


  Brigadier Gael Ramsey, the first UK woman to command a garrison, determined not to sacrifice her femininity


  If you try to mimic and ape men, you’re only going to be a crashing bore as a woman. I can live in combat kit and have no make-up on like the rest of the girls, but when I come back I like to think my nails are painted and I’m dressed for the occasion.


  Brigadier Gael Ramsey


  I used to iron my hair, but now I love my curls.


  Rabbi Julia Neuberger DBE, England’s first female
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