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​Satan’s Deception in Matters of Purification and Prayer
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​The Trap Set by Satan for the Unaware

One of the deceptive schemes of Satan, which has influenced those lacking knowledge, is the snare he has laid for them concerning purification and prayer, particularly at the moment of forming the intention. He entangles them in restrictions and rigid limitations, leading them away from adhering to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He deceives one of them into believing that what is prescribed in the Sunnah is insufficient, so he feels the need to add something extra. Satan burdens them with this incorrect belief, immediate exhaustion, and either the nullification or reduction of their reward.

​The Whispering of Satan and Its Victims

Undoubtedly, it is Satan who invites to this deception. Those who fall prey to it obey Satan, respond to his call, follow his directives, and refrain from embracing the Sunnah and the path of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). To the extent that if one of them performs minor or major ablution according to the prophetic practice, he believes that he has not fully purified himself from impurity.

​The Correct Standard for Ablution

If not for the excuse of ignorance, this would be considered defiance against the Messenger. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used only a mudd of water—about a third of a ratl of Damascus—when performing his minor ablution (wudu). When performing his major ablution (ghusl), he used a sa’ of water, approximately one and a third ratl.

The individual afflicted by Satanic whispering (muwaswis) believes that even this amount of water is insufficient for washing his hands.

​Measurement References:


●  Mudd: The volume that can be held by cupping both hands together.

●  Ratl: Roughly two kilograms.

●  Sa’: A measure equivalent to four mudd.


(Sources: Al-Bukhari, no. 201; Muslim, no. 738, ed. Al-Hadith.)

​The Prophet’s Guidance on Ablution and Purification

​The Prophet’s Practice in Ablution

It is authentically reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed ablution by washing each limb only once, never exceeding three times. On the contrary, he clearly stated:
"Whoever exceeds this number has done wrong, transgressed the limits, and committed an injustice."
​The Muwaswis as a Transgressor

The one afflicted by obsessive whisperings (muwaswis) is considered a transgressor and an oppressor according to the testimony of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). How can he seek nearness to Allah through an act that is condemned, in which he crosses the limits set by Allah?

​The Prophet’s Major Ablution with His Wives

It is authentically narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and Aisha would perform major ablution (ghusl) together using a single basin that still had traces of dough in it.

If the muwaswis witnessed someone doing this, he would harshly criticize it, saying:
"This amount of water is insufficient for two people to perform major ablution! How could it be enough when the water dissolves the dough, altering it? Furthermore, some would argue that splashes falling into the water render it impure, while others claim it becomes contaminated. Thus, it would not be suitable for purification."
​The Prophet’s Practice with Other Wives

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) engaged in this practice not only with Aisha but also with Maymuna and Umm Salama. All of this is documented in authentic sources.

​Shared Ablution from a Single Vessel

It is also established in Sahih reports that Ibn Umar stated:
"During the time of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), men and women would perform minor ablution (wudu) using the same vessel."
​Authentic References


●  Al-Bukhari (no. 157)

●  Ahmad (vol. 2, p. 180), Abu Dawud (no. 135), An-Nasa’i (no. 140), and others—authenticated by Al-Albani in As-Silsila As-Sahihah (no. 2980)

●  Ahmad (vol. 6, p. 342), An-Nasa’i (no. 240), and others—authenticated by Al-Albani. These narrations mention Maymuna instead of Aisha. Al-Bukhari (no. 299) and Muslim (no. 727, ed. Al-Hadith) report the hadith regarding Aisha.

●  Al-Bukhari (no. 193)


​The Utensils Used by the Prophet and His Companions for Ablution

​The Simplicity of Their Washing Vessels

The utensils used by the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), his wives, the Companions, and their wives for major ablution were not large. They were also not connected to any system such as a shower pipe or similar means. They did not concern themselves with overflowing water until it reached the rim, unlike ignorant individuals afflicted with obsessive whisperings (waswas) regarding the large bath basin.

​The Prophet’s Way in Major Ablution

The path of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)—from which anyone who deviates has abandoned his Sunnah—permits performing major ablution from a basin or a container, whether filled to the brim or not. The one who insists that the basin must overflow before using it for himself alone, without allowing others to use it at the same time, is an innovator acting contrary to the Divine Law (Shari‘a).

​Ibn Taymiyya’s Firm Stance on Innovation

Our Sheikh, Ibn Taymiyya, stated:
"Such a person deserves a severe punishment to deter him and others like him from legislating in the religion matters that Allah has not authorized and from worshipping Allah through innovations rather than by following the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)."
​The Prophet and His Companions Used Water Sparingly

Authentic narrations demonstrate that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his Companions did not pour excessive amounts of water. This practice has been upheld by those who follow him in righteousness.

Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyab said:
"I cleanse myself after relieving myself using a small jug of water, then perform ablution, leaving some for my family."
Imam Ahmad stated:
"A sign of a man’s intelligence is his lack of enthusiasm for using excessive water."
Al-Marwazi reported:
"I assisted Abu ‘Abd Allah [Ahmad] in performing ablution at Al-‘Askar by placing a veil between him and the people, so they would not assume he did not know how to perform ablution due to the small amount of water he used."
When Imam Ahmad performed ablution, the ground barely got wet.

​The Prophet’s Method of Ablution

In an authentic Sahih report, it is narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed ablution using a vessel. He dipped his hand into it, then rinsed his mouth and inhaled water into his nose. Similarly, when he performed major ablution (ghusl), he would dip his hand into the container to scoop water.

​The Muwaswis and His Struggle with the Prophet’s Sunnah

A person afflicted with waswas would never allow himself to do such things. He might consider the water impure or no longer suitable for purification. Ultimately, his soul does not permit him to follow the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) or to imitate his practice.

How could such a person bring himself to obey Allah in performing major ablution with his wife from a single container with a capacity of five ratl of Damascus, where each would dip their hands to pour water over their bodies? To the one afflicted by Satanic whispers, this would be as repulsive as the mere mention of Allah alone is to a polytheist!

​The Argument of the Waswas Sufferers

Those afflicted by waswas argue:
"We act this way out of caution for our religion and in adherence to the hadiths: 'Leave that which is doubtful for that which is not,' 'Whoever avoids doubtful matters has protected his religion,' and 'Sin is that which unsettles your heart.'"
An early scholar said:
"Sin is what troubles the heart."
​Authentic References


●  Al-Bukhari (no. 140)

●  At-Tirmidhi (no. 2518), An-Nasa’i (no. 5711), Ahmad (vol. 1, p. 200)—authenticated by Adh-Dhahabi, Al-Albani, and others.

●  Al-Bukhari (no. 52), Muslim (no. 4094, ed. Al-Hadith)

●  Muslim (no. 6516, ed. Al-Hadith)


​The Principle of Precaution in Islamic Law

This chapter discusses the importance of taking precautions and following certainty. The principle of relying on certainty and avoiding doubt is a fundamental concept in Islamic law, even when one might label it as waswās (whispers of doubt).

​The Straight Path in Islam

Those who are moderate and obedient declare that Allah (the Most High) has said:
"Indeed, you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example for those who hope in Allah and the Last Day" (33:21);
"Say: 'If you love Allah, then follow me, and Allah will love you'" (4:31);
"And follow him so that you may be guided" (7:158);
*"And this is My path, which is straight, so follow it and do not follow other paths that lead you away from His way. This He has enjoined upon you so that you may be conscious of Him" (6:153).
The straight path He has recommended for us to follow is the one walked by the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his companions. It is the middle path. Any other way that deviates from it is considered one of misguidance, regardless of who mentions it.

​Degrees of Misguidance

Misguidance can be a significant or a minor deviation from the right path. Between these two extremes, there are many degrees that only Allah can enumerate. It is similar to a physical path. A traveler may deviate from it significantly, or they may drift slightly. The criterion for determining whether one is on the straight path or has deviated from it is the practice adopted by the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his companions.

Anyone who departs from this path is negligent and unjust—someone who makes an effort to interpret things, an imitator (muqallid), or an ignorant person. Among them, some deserve punishment, others are forgiven, and some will receive a single reward, depending on their intentions, objectives, and the efforts they made to obey Allah and His Messenger, or their negligence.

​References


●  Sunan al-Bayhaqi, vol. 1, p. 177

●  Musannaf Abd al-Razzaq, no. 991

●  Muslim, no. 579, ed. al-Hadith


​Guidance from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and His Companions

​Examples of Proper Conduct

We provide examples of the actions of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his companions to show which group truly deserves to be followed. We will then respond to their arguments
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