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The RJP Readers series provides graded reading material for students of English at 12 levels of difficulty.

🟥  A1.1  Beginner or Noob

🔴 A1.2  False Beginner or Learner

🟧 A2.1  Lower Elementary or Shopper

🟠 A2.2  Upper Elementary or Gamer

🟨 B1.1  Lower Intermediate 1 or Tourist

🟡 B1.2  Lower Intermediate 2 or Capable

🟩 B2.1  Upper Intermediate 1 or Competent

🟢 B2.2  Upper Intermediate 2 or Fluent

🟦 C1.1  Lower Advanced or Ace

🔵 C1.2  Upper Advanced or Master

🟪 C2.1  Lower Proficiency or Expert

🟣 C2.2  Upper Proficiency or Pro

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Mystery of the Missing Cake
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Level: 🔴 A1.2 (Learner)
Inspired by: Classic whodunits for kids, like Nate the Great and Enid Blyton stories
Setting: A small-town primary school
Story Concept: When a cake goes missing on the day of the school fair, a curious boy and his best friend become detectives. Each day, they talk to a new classmate and uncover a new clue.
Themes: observation, honesty, friendship, problem-solving
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Episode 1: The Empty Plate

[image: ]


It is Friday morning. Today is the school fair. All the students are happy.

They are wearing hats, badges, and silly socks. There are balloons in the hall. There are games outside.

And in the middle of the big table... There is nothing. Just an empty plate. No cake.

Tom looks at the plate. He frowns. “Where is the chocolate cake?” he asks.

His best friend, Lily, stands next to him. 

“I don’t know,” she says. “It was here one minute ago!”

They look around the table. There are cupcakes, sandwiches, and fruit. But the big chocolate cake is gone.

Tom turns to Mr Green, their teacher. “Mr Green, the cake is missing!”

Mr Green comes over. He looks at the plate. Then he looks at the class.

“Hmm,” he says. “This is strange.”

Tom crosses his arms. “I think someone took it.”

Lily nods. “I think so too.”

Mr Green looks confused. “Who would take a cake before the fair?”

Tom smiles. “We will find out.”

Lily smiles too. “Yes! We are the detectives now.”

Tom and Lily sit at their table. Tom takes out a notebook. He writes:

Case: The Missing Cake
Time: 10:14 a.m.
Place: School hall
Clue 1: Empty plate
Clue 2: Chocolate smell on the table
Clue 3: One bite of cake on the fork
Lily points. “There! A fork with cake!”

Tom picks it up. He smells it. “Chocolate.”

Lily looks around the room. “I think the cake was here five minutes ago.”

Tom nods. “So someone took it very fast.”

They look at the class. Some students are playing. Some are laughing.

One boy is sitting alone. He looks a little nervous. Tom points. “Let’s talk to Jake first.”

Jake is in their class. He is quiet and likes puzzles. Tom and Lily sit next to him.

“Hi Jake,” says Tom. “Did you see the cake?”

Jake looks up. He shakes his head. “No, I didn’t.”

Lily leans in. “Where were you ten minutes ago?”

Jake thinks. “I was in the library.”

Tom writes in his notebook:

Jake: Library, 10:00 a.m.

Jake smiles. “But I saw Anna walk into the hall.”

Tom and Lily look at each other. “Anna?” says Lily.

Jake nods. “Yes. She had something in her hands.”

Tom closes the notebook. “We have our next clue.”

Lily grins. “We need to find Anna.”
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Episode 2: Anna’s Secret

[image: ]


Tom and Lily walk across the hall. They look for Anna. They see her near the art table. She is talking to Mia and holding a small bag.

Tom and Lily walk over. “Hi Anna,” says Lily.

Anna turns around. She looks surprised. “Oh. Hi.”

Tom smiles. “We are looking for the cake.”

Anna blinks. “The cake?”

“Yes,” says Tom. “The big chocolate cake. It is gone.”

Anna frowns. “I didn’t see it.”

Lily looks at the bag in Anna’s hands. “What’s in the bag?”

Anna holds it close. “Nothing. Just... paper.”

Tom writes in his notebook.

Anna: At the art table. Holding a bag. Looks nervous.

Mia points to Anna and laughs. “Anna loves chocolate.”

Anna turns red. “I do not!”

Lily smiles kindly. “Anna, we are not angry. We just want to know where the cake is.”

Anna looks down. “I don’t have the cake.”

Tom tilts his head. “Did you see someone take it?”

Anna is quiet for a moment. Then she says, “Maybe.”

Tom and Lily lean in. Anna whispers, “I saw Leo go to the table. He was holding a spoon.”

Tom’s eyes go wide. “Leo!”

Tom writes fast in his notebook.

Clue: Leo had a spoon. He went to the cake table.

Lily asks, “Where did he go after that?”

Anna shrugs. “I think he went outside.”

Tom stands up. “We must go.”

“Thank you, Anna,” says Lily.

Anna gives a small smile. “I hope you find the cake.”

Outside, there are many students. Some are playing ball. Some are eating snacks. Some are sitting on the grass.

Tom looks around. He sees Leo near the bench. He has something in his mouth.

Tom and Lily walk over. “Hi Leo,” says Tom.

Leo waves. “Hi.”

Lily looks at his hands. “Are you eating something?”

Leo smiles. “A cookie. Want one?” He holds out a cookie bag.

Tom looks at the crumbs on Leo’s shirt. “Did you eat cake too?”

Leo laughs. “No. Just cookies.”

Lily asks, “Were you near the cake table?”

Leo nods. “Yes. I was looking at the food.”

Tom pulls out his notebook again.

Leo: Was at table. Eating cookies. He says just cookies.

Leo sees the notebook. “What are you doing?”

Tom says proudly, “We are solving a mystery.”

Leo grins. “Cool.”

Lily asks, “Did you see anything strange?”

Leo thinks. “Yes! I saw Ms Clark with a big box. She went into the teacher’s room.”

Tom and Lily gasp. Ms Clark is the head teacher!

“Maybe she moved the cake,” Lily says.

Tom writes quickly:

Ms Clark: Had a big box. Went to teacher’s room.

“Thank you, Leo!” says Tom.

Leo waves. “Good luck, detectives!”

Tom and Lily run back inside. They head to the teacher’s room.

Lily whispers, “Do we knock?”

Tom shakes his head. “Let’s look through the window first.”

They peek through the small window in the door. And they see...

A big chocolate cake. On the table.
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Episode 3: A Cake in the Wrong Room
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Tom and Lily look through the small window. They see the cake. It is sitting on a silver plate. Chocolate. Icing. Strawberries on top.

Tom whispers, “That’s it. That’s the missing cake.”

Lily smiles. “Mystery solved!”

Tom frowns. “Wait. Why is it here?”

Lily thinks. “Maybe someone moved it.”

“But who?” Tom asks. “And why?”

Just then, the door opens. Ms Clark walks out. She sees them.

“Oh! Hello, children.”

Lily smiles. “Hello, Ms Clark.”

Tom steps forward. “We are solving a mystery.”

Ms Clark laughs. “You are?”

“Yes,” says Lily. “The chocolate cake was missing.”

Tom points behind her. “But now it’s in your room.”

Ms Clark nods. “Yes. I moved it.”

Tom blinks. “Why?”

Ms Clark looks around. She leans in. “Because the hall was too hot. The cake was melting. I wanted to keep it safe.”

“Oh,” Lily says. “That makes sense.”

Tom writes in his notebook:

Cake moved by Ms Clark. Not stolen. Just safe.

Ms Clark smiles. “You are very good detectives.”

“Thank you,” says Tom.

“But,” Lily says, “we still have one question.”

“What’s that?” asks Ms Clark.

Tom says, “Why didn’t anyone know?”

Ms Clark laughs. “I forgot to tell Mr Green. I’m sorry.”

Lily nods. “That’s okay.”

They walk back to the hall. Tom holds the notebook. 

“Well,” he says, “mystery over.”

Lily smiles. “That was fun.”

But then—They hear shouting. Tom turns. A girl runs up to them. It’s Mia.

“Come quick!” she says. “There’s another mystery!”

Tom and Lily follow her to the art table. Mia points to the corner.

“Our big paintbrushes are gone!”

Lily asks, “All of them?”

Mia nods. “All ten. We need them for the fair posters!”

Tom looks around. “Who was here last?”

Mia says, “Only Jack. He was cleaning the brushes.”

Tom opens his notebook again. He writes:

New mystery: Missing paintbrushes
Last person: Jack
Lily smiles. “Time for our next case.”

Tom nods. “This fair is full of secrets.”
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