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About the levels in this book. The A1 and A2 labels follow the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) as a guide. This book measures progress against the Learn Real Spanish series. It does not give official CEFR certificates or DELE/SIELE results.

Names and places. All characters, companies, shops, schools, hotels, hostels, restaurants, banks, clinics, bus companies and museums in this book are fictional, apart from real countries, cities, neighborhoods and landmarks. Any resemblance to real people or businesses is coincidental. Email addresses use example.com. Phone numbers, prices, dates, card numbers and booking numbers are examples only.

Health. Mission 13 (Sick on a trip) practices everyday language for feeling unwell on a trip. It is language practice only, not medical advice. If you feel ill, talk to a doctor or a pharmacist.
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How this book works
This book is for learners who are working through Learn Real Spanish A1–A2: Core Course, or who have finished a stage of it, and who now want to use their Spanish. You know the words and the grammar. Here you put them to work in real situations, at A1 and A2 level, where things don’t always go to plan.
There are 20 missions. In each one, you are the main character. You arrive in Mexico City, find your way around, make friends, travel, and solve problems. At two points in every mission, you decide what to do next. Your choice takes you down one of two paths.
Every mission has the same steps:



	Step
	What you do





	Mission card
	Read who you are today, where you are, and what you must do. The box shows the place, the people, tú or usted, and the kind of text.



	Tool kit
	Review six to eight phrases for the mission. Some are from the Core Course; the new ones (up to six) are in bold.



	Stage 1
	Read a message, a card or a short scene, and do two tasks.



	Decision 1
	Choose A or B. Go to Stage 2A or 2B.



	Stage 2
	Do the scene on your path, and one task.



	The twist · Stage 3
	Something goes wrong: a closed door, a wrong number, a changed plan. Use the rescue phrases (in the rescue box) and do two tasks.



	Decision 2
	Choose A or B again. Go to Stage 4A or 4B.



	Stage 4
	Fix the problem on your path, and do one task.



	Mission report and self-check
	Say or write a short report of your mission. Check it with the four boxes, then add up your score.




How to read the choices. At a decision, read both options and choose one. Then follow the line go to… to your stage. Skip the other path. At the end of the stage, the line Go to… takes you back to the next shared stage. The two paths always meet again, so you never miss the twist or the report. Each path teaches useful Spanish, so there is no wrong choice. Later, you can go back and try the other path: the Try the other path line at the end of the mission tells you what changes.
Your score. Each mission has 10 points. You do six tasks on your path: two in Stage 1, one in Stage 2, two in Stage 3 and one in Stage 4. Each task is worth 1 point if you get at least 2 of its 3 items right, or if you meet its checklist. An item with several blanks is right when all its blanks are right. The self-check after your report gives up to 4 more points. With 7 points or more, the mission is complete. Write your score in the Mission log at the back of the book. The log is a personal record of your progress. It is not a certificate.
Speaking tasks. Say it tasks are for speaking. Say your lines out loud, and record yourself on your phone if you can. Then compare your answer with the model in the key. Your answer does not have to match the model: if it does the job and uses the Spanish of the mission, it is right. If you have a study partner, one of you can read the other people’s lines while the other plays the hero. Then change roles.
Task labels. Read = understand a text. Fill = complete words or numbers. Recall = remember Spanish you know (from the Tool kit, the rescue box or earlier units) without looking.
Writing tasks. Write it tasks are short messages, forms and chats. The mission report has a frame to help you, and the key has a model answer and an Even better tip.
The four tiers. The missions come in four tiers of five missions. Each tier uses the Spanish of a stage of the Core Course (see The four tiers below).
Each mission also tells you which Core units it uses (For Core Units 1–5). You can do a mission as soon as you finish those units, or wait until the end of the tier. When a text has a word you don’t know yet, a Help line under it gives you the meaning. You only need to understand these words. You don’t need to use them.
Answers. The answers to every mission are at the back of the book. A slash (/) separates answers that are all correct. For Say it and Write it tasks, the key gives a model answer and a short checklist: your answer counts if it meets the checklist. Do the whole task first, then check.
Levels. The A1 and A2 labels follow the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). This book measures your progress against the Learn Real Spanish series. It does not give an official certificate, and it is not a DELE or SIELE exam.
Tú or usted? In every mission, the Mission card tells you which one to use.



	Use…
	with…
	Example





	usted
	people you don’t know, older people, shop and service staff, receptionists, officials
	¿Usted es la señora Maldonado?



	tú
	classmates, friends, people your age in relaxed places, anyone who says Háblame de tú
	¿Cuál es tu número?



	ustedes
	any group of people, friends or not
	¿Ustedes son de aquí?




If you are not sure, start with usted. Change to tú when the other person asks you to.
You are the hero
In this book, the main character is you. You have just moved to Mexico City to live and study Spanish. Nobody in the book says your name, and the book never tells you who you are: you bring your own name, your own country and your own story. When you say something about yourself, the book gives you both forms, for example cansado / cansada. Choose the one that is right for you.
Your new home is a room in the apartment of Sra. Lourdes Maldonado, at Calle Roble 31, depto. 2, in Colonia Los Álamos. Your Spanish classes are at the Centro de Idiomas Alameda, and one of your classmates is Alex Morgan.
If you know the Core Course, you already know some of the people you meet. Here they are not characters in a story: they are people in your story.



	Name
	Who they are





	Alex Morgan
	A graphic designer from Toronto, Canada. He is new in Mexico City, like you, and a classmate in your Spanish class.



	Teresa Gómez
	Your Spanish teacher at the Centro de Idiomas Alameda. She is from Guadalajara.



	Lucía Herrera
	Alex’s colleague at work. She is friendly and direct, and she has a son, Santi.



	Daniel Ortiz
	Alex’s young colleague at work, born in Mexico City. He loves soccer.



	Sofía Quispe
	A designer from Lima, Peru. She shows you her city.



	Mateo Rojas
	A hotel receptionist in Medellín, Colombia, and Daniel’s friend.



	Vale
	Valentina Paz, a music teacher from Buenos Aires, Argentina.




New people in each mission. You also meet new people in every mission: a taxi driver, your neighbors, a waiter, a store clerk, and many more. All the people, companies, shops, hotels and restaurants in this book are fictional.
The four tiers



	Tier
	After Core Unit
	Missions
	Countries
	What you can do





	1
	8
	1–5
	Mexico
	Arrive, give your address and phone number, order food, ask the way and settle into your new neighborhood.



	2
	12
	6–10
	Mexico (Mexico City, Puebla) and Colombia (Medellín)
	Buy a present, make plans, talk about what you like, go out, furnish a room and travel by bus and metro.



	3
	18
	11–15
	Peru (Lima) and Mexico
	Talk about what you did, tell your story, explain a health problem, get things fixed and look at apartments.



	4
	24
	16–20
	Mexico and Argentina (Buenos Aires)
	Deal with a trip that goes wrong, volunteer, compare options, write a farewell message and plan your next step.




Mission map



	#
	Mission
	Tier
	Core focus units





	1
	Arriving in Mexico City
	1
	4–5



	2
	Your new phone number
	1
	4



	3
	Breakfast with Alex
	1
	6–7



	4
	Finding the language school
	1
	8



	5
	Settling in
	1
	7–8



	6
	A birthday present for Lucía
	2
	9–11



	7
	A weekend in Puebla
	2
	11–12



	8
	A night out with Daniel
	2
	10–11



	9
	Furnishing your room
	2
	5 and 9



	10
	Medellín: the Hotel Aurora
	2
	12



	11
	Lima with Sofía
	3
	13–15



	12
	Your story at a party
	3
	13–16



	13
	Sick on a trip
	3
	17–18



	14
	Getting things fixed
	3
	18



	15
	A new apartment
	3
	5 and 18



	16
	The trip that went wrong
	4
	19



	17
	Volunteering at a festival
	4
	20



	18
	Buenos Aires with Vale
	4
	21–22



	19
	The class farewell
	4
	23



	20
	Your next step (final mission)
	4
	24




The focus units are the Core units each mission practices most. Each tier needs all the Core units up to the tier’s last unit (Tier 1: Unit 8; Tier 2: Unit 12; Tier 3: Unit 18; Tier 4: Unit 24).
When you finish a tier, go back to the Core Course for the next stage, then come back for the next five missions. The other books in the series give you more practice with each Core unit.
Tier · Missions 1–5 1
First days
	M1 Arriving in Mexico City
	M2 Your new phone number
	M3 Breakfast with Alex
	M4 Finding the language school
	M5 Settling in

MISSION01
Tier 1 · First days · For Core Units 1–5
Arriving in Mexico City
Your goalYou can give an address, ask a price, say where you are and ask for help.


1.1Mission card.
You land in Mexico City today with one big suitcase. Your host, Sra. Lourdes Maldonado, has a room for you in Colonia Los Álamos. Get to her door, and get inside.
Where: the airport, then Calle Roble 31, Colonia Los Álamos
You meet: a taxi driver or a metro worker, a neighbor, your host
Tú or usted: usted with all the people you meet
Format: a chat message, short talks, a phone call


1.2Tool kit. Phrases you already know, plus the new ones in bold.



	Spanish
	English
	From





	¿Usted es la señora…?
	Are you Mrs. …?
	U1



	¿Cómo se escribe?
	How do you spell it?
	U4



	¿Dónde está…?
	Where is…?
	U5



	la llave
	key
	U5



	la maleta
	suitcase
	new



	¿Cuánto es?
	How much is it?
	new



	el vecino / la vecina
	neighbor
	new



	la tarjeta
	card (for the metro)
	new




1Stage 1At the airportshared
1.3At the airport, you get a message from your host.

Lourdes Maldonado · 15:40

¡Bienvenido / Bienvenida a México! Soy Lourdes Maldonado. Mi dirección: Calle Roble 31, depto. 2, Colonia Los Álamos. Mi celular: 55 62 08 47 13. En el aeropuerto hay taxis autorizados: usted paga en la taquilla. El metro es muy barato, cinco pesos, pero con una maleta grande… ¡hay mucha gente!


HELP la dirección address · autorizados official · usted paga you pay · la taquilla ticket booth · barato cheap · mucha gente a lot of people
Task 1.3aReadTrue or false? Give the reason with words from the message.

	Sra. Maldonado’s apartment is number 1.

	You pay for an official taxi at the airport.

	The metro is expensive.


Task 1.3bFillComplete the address. Write numbers in words.

	Calle Roble, número  ______ 

	departamento  ______ 

	Colonia  ______ 


Decision 1
Your suitcase is big. A taxi is easy, but it costs more. The metro is cheap, but you need to find the right station.
ATake an official taxi→ go to 1.4A
BTake the metro→ go to 1.4B

2Stage 2The taxipath A
1.4AAt the taxi booth, then with the driver, Rigoberto Ocampo.
EmpleadaBuenas tardes. ¿A qué colonia?
YouA Los Álamos, por favor. ¿Cuánto es?
EmpleadaSon trescientos cuarenta pesos.
RigobertoBuenas tardes. Soy Rigoberto Ocampo. ¿Me da la maleta? ¿Y la dirección?
YouCalle Roble 31, departamento 2.
Rigoberto¿Calle Noble? ¿Cómo se escribe?
YouNo, Roble. Erre, o, be grande, ele, e.
RigobertoAh, Roble. Muy bien. ¿Usted habla español?
YouUn poco. Más despacio, por favor, señor.
RigobertoClaro. ¡Bienvenido / Bienvenida a la ciudad!

HELP la empleada employee (woman) · ¿A qué colonia? to which neighborhood? · trescientos cuarenta 340 · ¿Noble? he hears the wrong street name
Task 1.4ASay itCover the dialogue and say your lines aloud.

	At the booth, say where you are going and ask the price.

	Rigoberto hears Noble. Correct him and spell Roble.

	Say you speak a little, and ask him to speak more slowly.


→ Go to 1.5.
2Stage 2The metropath B
1.4BAt the window of the airport metro station.
YouBuenas tardes. Una tarjeta, por favor. ¿Cuánto es?
EmpleadoQuince la tarjeta y cinco el viaje. Son veinte pesos.
YouPerdón, ¿puede repetir, por favor?
EmpleadoVeinte pesos. Mire el mapa: usted cambia de línea aquí.
YouGracias.
When you come out of the metro at Los Álamos:
YouDisculpe, señora. ¿Dónde está la Calle Roble?
SeñoraAllá, a la derecha. Está muy cerca.

HELP quince 15 · el viaje trip · mire look (usted) · usted cambia de línea aquí you change to another line here · cerca near
Task 1.4BSay itCover the dialogue and say your lines aloud.

	At the window, ask for a card and the price.

	Ask the man to repeat the price.

	Ask a woman where Calle Roble is.


→ Go to 1.5.
3Stage 3Something goes wrongshared
1.5You are at Calle Roble 31. You ring at depto. 2. Nobody answers. Then the door of depto. 1 opens.
Don AbelardoBuenas tardes. ¿Busca a Lourdes?
YouSí, buenas tardes. ¿La señora Maldonado no está?
Don AbelardoNo, no está. Soy Abelardo Sandoval, su vecino del departamento 1.
YouMucho gusto, don Abelardo. Me llamo  ______ .
Don AbelardoMucho gusto. ¿Usted es el estudiante nuevo / la estudiante nueva?
YouSí. Pero no tengo la llave.
Don AbelardoMmm… Yo tengo una llave de Lourdes, para emergencias. O usted puede llamar a Lourdes.

HELP ¿Busca a…? are you looking for…? · para emergencias in case of an emergency · usted puede llamar you can call
Something went wrong
Rescue phrases
	No tengo la llave.
	¿Dónde está la señora Maldonado?
	¿Puede repetir, por favor?
	Más despacio, por favor, don Abelardo.


Task 1.5aRecallWrite the rescue phrase you need, from memory.

	You can’t open the door of depto. 2.

	You want to know where your host is.

	Don Abelardo talks too fast for you.


Task 1.5bRecallDon’t look at the Tool kit. Match the Spanish (1–3) with the English (a–c).
a. How much is it? · b. key · c. neighbor

	la llave 

	el vecino 

	¿Cuánto es? 


Decision 2
Don Abelardo has a key, but it’s Sra. Maldonado’s home, and you don’t know her yet.
AGo in now with Don Abelardo and his key→ go to 1.6A
BCall Sra. Maldonado first→ go to 1.6B

4Stage 4Don Abelardo’s keypath A
1.6ADon Abelardo opens depto. 2.
Don AbelardoPase, pase. Aquí está la sala, y la cocina está a la derecha.
You¡Qué bonita! ¿Y dónde está mi cuarto?
Don AbelardoEstá allá, al lado del baño. Es pequeño, pero cómodo. Tiene cama, escritorio y clóset.
YouMuchas gracias, don Abelardo. Usted es muy amable.
Don AbelardoDe nada. Mire, en la mesa hay una nota de Lourdes: Regreso a las ocho.

HELP Pase come in (usted) · una nota note · Regreso a las ocho. I’ll be back at eight.
Task 1.6ASay itSay it in Spanish.

	Ask where your room is.

	Say that your room is very nice.

	Thank Don Abelardo and say goodbye.


→ Go to 1.7.
4Stage 4The phone callpath B
1.6BYou call Sra. Maldonado from the door.
Sra. Maldonado¿Bueno?
YouBuenas tardes. ¿Usted es la señora Maldonado?
Sra. MaldonadoSí, soy yo. ¿Quién habla?
YouMe llamo  ______ . Estoy en la entrada, con don Abelardo.
Sra. Maldonado¡Ay, perdón! Estoy en el mercado, aquí cerca. Don Abelardo tiene una llave. Usted puede entrar con él. Su cuarto está al lado del baño.
YouMuy bien. Muchas gracias, señora.
Sra. MaldonadoDe nada. ¡Nos vemos en un ratito!

HELP ¿Bueno? hello? (on the phone, Mexico) · ¿Quién habla? who’s speaking? · el mercado market · entrar con él go in with him · en un ratito in a little while · cerca near
Task 1.6BSay itSay your part of the call.

	Give your name.

	Say where you are: at the entrance, with Don Abelardo.

	Thank her politely.


→ Go to 1.7.
Mission report
1.7Write itYour mission report. You are inside your new home. Write a chat message to a friend (tú): where you are, your room, and who you met. (20–40 words)
Your frame

¡Hola,  ______ ! Estoy en  ______ , en la Colonia  ______ . Mi cuarto es  ______ . Tiene  ______ . El vecino, don Abelardo, es  ______ .  ______ 


Write your answer in a notebook.

Self-check
Give yourself one point for each box you can check (4), then add your stage points.

	☐ I said where I am with Estoy en…

	☐ I described my room (es… / tiene…).

	☐ My adjectives agree (mi cuarto es pequeño, la sala es bonita).

	☐ I started with a greeting and ended with a goodbye.


Your stage points ______ / 6(1 point for each of your six tasks: Tasks 1.3a, 1.3b, 1.4A or 1.4B, 1.5a, 1.5b, 1.6A or 1.6B; a task counts if you got at least 2 of 3 right, or met its checklist)
Your mission score ______ / 107 or more: mission complete!
Try the other path: At Decision 1, take the other way into the city: spell your address in the taxi, or buy a card and ask the way in the metro.
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