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Chapter 1: The Origins of the Cold War
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In the final days in World War II in 1945 In 1945, the Grand Alliance that had brought together the United States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom to defeat Nazi Germany was tearing itself apart. The unity of war that temporarily bridged the divide between communism and capitalism started to break down when the common enemy vanished. Tensions that were held at bay throughout the conflict have now returned with renewed vigor and the seeds of what would later become the Cold War were sown in the spheres of diplomacy as well as the rubble of a devastated Europe.

The divide of Europe was one of the biggest areas of disagreement. The Yalta Conference in February 1945 The "Big Three" leaders—Franklin D. Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, and Winston Churchill—met to discuss postwar peace order. Although they all agreed on the necessity of defeating Nazi Germany but their ideas for the future of Europe were starkly different. Stalin motivated by the need to create the buffer zone that would protect his Soviet Union from invasions in the future and wanted to set up pro-Soviet governments in Eastern Europe. Roosevelt and Churchill however, on the other hand were steadfast in promoting democratic government and free elections across Europe. The conflicting objectives led to an uneasy conflict of power that was to eventually be sweeping across Europe.

Following that of the Yalta Conference, as the Allied armies pushed into German territories the lines of division were made clearer. After the German surrender of May 1945 resulted in Europe divided into zones of occupation with the Soviets control of a large portion the majority of Eastern Europe, including Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. Despite the promises made at Yalta for elections that were free the sway of Stalin's regime on Eastern Europe tightened. Communist governments, who were loyal to Moscow and its allies, were erected throughout the region, usually using intimidation and the use of force. In the aftermath of the Potsdam Conference, held in July-August 1945, served to exacerbate the tensions. In the meantime, Harry S. Truman was the new president Roosevelt and interactions among Truman as well as Stalin were not as friendly. Truman's suspicions of Soviet motives and Stalin's inability of withdrawing to Eastern Europe solidified the growing tension between the West and East.

The ideological battle between communism and capitalism was at the heart of this brewing conflict. Marxist-Leninist ideology, which was embraced in members of the Soviet Union, viewed capitalism as a system of imperialism and exploitation and was destined to be swept away by revolutions of socialists. However, the United States, by contrast was a proponent of democratic and free-market economics in the belief that these systems were the basis of individual liberty and prosperity. The two superpowers both believed in superiority of their own system and considered the other an imminent threat. The fundamental conflict did not only concern politics, but also about the direction for global society as a whole.

A single of the more important events signalling the start of Cold War came in March 1946. Winston Churchill, no longer the Prime Minister, but a prominent figure in world political circles, gave the speech on Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. While seated alongside Truman, Churchill famously declared that "an iron curtain has descended across the continent." The Iron Curtain metaphor vividly captured the separation between Europe into two opposing groups, with the Soviet-ruled East on one hand, as well as the Western democracies on the opposite. The speech of Churchill was clear for the West in warning against Soviet expansionism, and urging anglo-american unity to combat Moscow's expanding influence.

"The Iron Curtain speech was a symbol of the growing rivalry among both the United States and the Soviet Union. Truman had been working toward a strategy of containment—an attempt to stop Soviet expanding wherever was threatening to expand. The first concrete manifestation of this policy was in March 1947, when Truman spoke to Congress and laid out what would become called Truman Doctrine. Truman Doctrine. In response to the crisis within Greece and Turkey which were triggered by communist insurgencies that threatened to bring down the regimes, Truman asserted that the United States would support free people who were resisting the oppression of militant minorities or pressures from outside. Although he didn't refer to any mention of the Soviet Union directly, the message was clear that Truman stated that the U.S. would take an active role in fighting against the expansion of communism.

This latest stance has further strained U.S.-Soviet relations. For Stalin Truman, the declaration of Truman amounted to a blatant contest to Soviet influence throughout Europe and further. The Soviet leader had been extremely sceptical of American intentions after the U.S.'s decision to use nuclear bombs against Hiroshima as well as Nagasaki during August 1945, which showed the enormous destructive power at Washington's weapons. The following American decision to not share atomic technologies with Soviets just heightened Stalin's fears of being encircled and threatened with nuclear weapons. This led to the Cold War took on a terrifying new dimension that was the war on nuclear weapons.

In this way, Europe became the epicenter of the Cold War struggle. The separation of Germany and in particular the position of Berlin represented the wider East-West conflict. Berlin was, although it was located in of the Soviet area of control was split into four areas which were controlled through the United States, the United Kingdom, France, and the Soviet Union. The fate of the city became a focal point in the Cold War when, in June 1948, Stalin ordered a blockade of West Berlin, cutting off the rail and land access to the city in an effort to make it difficult for all the Western Allies to abandon their position. In reaction to this, the United States and its allies began their own Berlin Airlift, an unprecedented operation to provide West Berlin by air. For more than a decade, Western aircraft delivered food fuel, food, and other supplies to the city under siege in defiance of Soviet pressure. Then, in May 1949 Stalin ended the blockade, a major win in the West.

While this was happening in the meantime, it was apparent that the United States sought to consolidate its power to expand its influence in Western Europe through economic means. In June 1947 the Secretary of State George C. Marshall proposed what would later be known as the Marshall Plan, a huge plan of economic aid to rebuild war-ravaged Europe. The plan was an instrument of political power and an economic tool. Through aiding Western European nations recover from the destruction of war and adversity, it was the U.S. hoped to prevent the spread of communism which was often a fertile field in nations suffering from instability and poverty. It was the Marshall Plan that Marshall Plan was a resounding success, resulting in an impressive economic revival across Western Europe and strengthening the transatlantic alliance.

The Soviet reaction against the Marshall Plan was swift and hostile. Stalin believed that it was an effort by to United States to extend its influence on the political and economic scene in Europe in order to undermine Soviet control over the East. In response it was decided that the Soviet Union consolidated its grip over Eastern Europe through the formation of the Cominform (Communist Information Bureau) in 1947. It was designed to coordinate the actions of communist organizations throughout the world. Stalin also established a tighter grip over Eastern bloc economies with the establishment of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon) in 1949, which aimed to bring together those economies from the Soviet satellites in a centrally-planned system.

As Europe continued to be split, superpowers consolidated their alliances. In 1949 they Western Allies formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) an alliance of military power to thwart the Soviet threat. Twelve nations comprised of Canada, the United States, Canada, and a few Western European nations, pledged to defend each other in the face of aggressiveness. Stalin was able to respond by tightening his grip on Eastern Europe, installing loyal communist leaders in satellite states, and severely repressing any form of opposition.
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Chapter 2: The Iron Curtain Descends

[image: ]


In the 1940s by the end of the 1940s, Soviet Union had firmly established its supremacy in Eastern Europe, transforming the region into a group of satellite states that were aligned with Moscow. As Soviet forces invaded Eastern Europe during the final phases during the final stages of World War II, Stalin had already started building the foundations to expand the communist rule. The countries of Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, and East Germany—were deemed to be crucial elements in Soviet security policy, acting as buffers from the west. The communist regimes that were established in these countries were not the result of organic revolutions, but were implemented with the support by The Red Army and Soviet intelligence services.

The first major steps in this direction was in Poland in the early 1980s, in which Stalin was unable to fulfill his pledges given at Yalta in favor of free election. Instead that Russian-backed Polish Workers' Party emerged as the main organization, and pushed back non-communist parties by intimidation and violence. In 1947 Poland was a one-party state, under the strict supervision of Moscow. In Hungary the communists, with Soviet support, gradually weakened opposition parties, and eventually consolidated control in 1949 under direction by Matyas Rakosi. The same process occurred in Romania and in Bulgaria, where the communists, backed by Gheorghe Gheorghiu Dej, seized the presidency with Soviet support, as well as in Bulgaria which is in which Georgi Dimitrov and his communist government took over.

Czechoslovakia was a democratic state prior to the war that also came under Soviet influence, but the transition was less gradual. In 1948, Communist leader Klement Gottwald staged an attempted coup to take the power of the government with the support from the Soviet Union. The loss of Czechoslovakia to communism sent shock waves throughout the West and marked an important pivotal moment within U.S. foreign policy. It was clear that Stalin wanted to expand Soviet control over Eastern Europe, and the Western Allies began to reassess their strategies for how they dealt with their relationship with the Soviet Union.

In this context and in the context of this, it was against this backdrop that the United States formulated the Truman Doctrine which was which was announced in the name of Truman, President Harry S. Truman on March 12th 1947. The catalyst to the concept was the war that raged in Greece that was fought by communist insurgents with the support of neighbours Yugoslavia and Albania threatened to take over the pro-Western regime. The same time, Turkey, another strategically important nation, was under Soviet pressure to control the Dardanelles. In the retaliation, Truman declared that it was the policy of the United States to support "free peoples" who were resisted attempts to subjugate by minorities armed or other pressures. While the doctrine was presented broadly but it was clearly aimed to halt Soviet expansion. It also was a major change towards American foreign policy to a more active involvement in international issues.

The Truman Doctrine was quickly
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