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Bloom Daily Devotional Series A devotion from each book in the series, and a free recipe.

The Irrepressible Disciple Series Enjoy a lesson from both Bible studies and a short devotional from BIG Texas Journey.

Blooming Crazy Christian Devotional Series A quick glimpse at all three books in the series.
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My sister, Janet, and I have come a long way over the years. Growing up, we shared a bedroom and a double bed with an imaginary line down the middle which we were not to cross. (Being the older sister, I believe she made that rule.)

Growing up on the farm, we had our share of hard work. Our summers were spent baling hay and straw and unloading the bales onto the elevator as fast as possible hoping to upset our brother in the hay mow.

We always volunteered to help Dad outside, otherwise, we had to help Mom clean the house. When we were forced to stay inside, for some reason, Janet always got to sweep and I had to dust. (That is probably why I still dislike dusting today.)

We had a few upsets in life, like divorces and the loss of loved ones. Of course, we argued more than once, but never enough to break the bond of sisterhood.

Our greatest moments in life are centered around a good laugh. So I dedicate Blooming Crazy Laughter to Janet, who always sees the lighthearted side of life, and teaches me to do the same.
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Foreword
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I have known Mary for over twenty years as she is part of my husband’s, brother-in-law’s family. My husband's sister was kind enough to invite us to some holiday dinners, knowing we would be alone. Those dinners included Mary’s family and the large Rodman clan, with good food and good fellowship. When my husband's sister died, Mary was the one to continue to invite us up for some holiday gatherings, making sure we were not alone. We are known in the family as “the other Aunt Mary.” The Thanksgiving of 2016, Mary gave each one of us a copy of her first book, which I believe, slowly started our friendship. By reading her stories I got to know more about Mary.

I had been writing stories for quite a few years and shared a few with her. Her response was encouragement and that I needed to do something with my stories. As of writing this, Mary is helping me with a dream of mine to publish a book.

Mary has a heart to help people whether in everyday life or through her books. Her deep faith and her ability to find God in everyday situations allow each of us to recognize that our focus can be on God throughout each day. Mary is not afraid to share her gifts and faith with others and gives us readers relatable stories that we can see ourselves in.

I hope that when you finish this book, God through Mary will have opened your eyes, heart, and mind to cause you to think about everyday life differently.

Mary Rogers...The Other Aunt Mary
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GOD’S MAGNIFICENT CREATURES by Mary Rogers. Mary lives in Morgantown, Indiana with her husband of 37 years. With some downtime during retirement and her love of animals, it has allowed her to write a devotional book full of stories taken from God’s backyard creatures. Available at: https://maryrodman.com/updates/god-s-magnificent-creatures
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Introduction
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As the third book in the Blooming Crazy Christian Devotional Series, I feel it is important to bring a little laughter and cheer into your life. Life happens in strange ways. It can be stressful, humdrum, busy, and sometimes just hysterical.

Blooming Crazy Life challenged you to spend a few moments with your Heavenly Father each day, learning to bloom like a flower, especially one cultivated for its beauty.

Blooming Crazy Love dared you to love deeply by loving God and others without reservation. Challenging you to be all in and vulnerable as you witness about God’s greatness.

Now comes, Blooming Crazy Laughter. How can we possibly enjoy this crazy life without a little humor? If we cannot laugh at our blunders, or see the absurdity in being scared of a small critter, we must be wound a little too tightly. We need to relax, enjoy the day, and endure the crazy ups and downs of life.

I believe with all my heart that Jesus enjoyed moments of pure joy and laughter amid the tender and stressful times of His ministry. When Peter walked on water and began sinking because he took his eyes off the Lord, maybe Jesus chuckled as he rescued him, and then taught the disciples the importance of focusing on the Lord in every circumstance.

Laughter had to be important to Jesus because He even spoke about it in the Beatitudes. “God blesses you who weep now, for in due time you will laugh.” (Luke 6:21).

So if you are downhearted, maybe a little weepy, and looking for some inspiration, you will enjoy this book of devotionals. Learn to live life seeing a glimmer of hope and laughter in the small insignificant happenings of the journey. Allow Jesus to bring a smile to your face, a skip in your step, and lift your spirits as you enjoy Blooming Crazy Laughter!
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Big Oops


[image: ]


I have battled intestinal issues for the past few years. A major surgery a few years ago left me better but still has not resolved all of my problems. Finally, after about a two-month wait, I was able to speak with a specialist. Following numerous questions he told me he needed to do another colonoscopy. 

In frustration, I texted my husband, Jim, from my Mac computer and said, “You’re never going to believe this, but I have to have another colonoscopy!”

About ten minutes later Jim comes into the house and asks, “What did the doctor say?”

“You didn’t get my text?”

“No.”

I checked my phone and much to my surprise, someone had replied and said, “Who is this?”

I quickly responded, “Sorry wrong person,” to which they replied, “I feel sorry for you, the prep is horrible.”

“Yes, I know this will be the third one in about a year!”

Not to miss a beat in the conversation a reply came back, “Oh my I feel sorry for you.”

Honestly, you can’t make this stuff up. It truly happened. I was so puzzled and looked closely at the number on my cell phone. Somehow I had a bad area code on my Mac laptop. It was linked to Jim’s name, but it wasn’t Jim. My mistake, but hopefully I offered some comic relief to the person on the other end of the conversation.

This person doesn’t know me, and never will, yet they expressed empathy for my situation.

There is One with even greater empathy for others, Jesus. He will see me through my next colonoscopy, and likewise, He will see you through whatever is troubling your heart today.

On occasion, we all do Blooming Crazy things, like texting a stranger about our next medical procedure. Just remember that if you are on the other end of a crazy text message like mine, show a little compassion like Jesus.




God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. (Philippians 1:8, 11).
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IS THERE SOMEONE IN your life that needs a little sympathy today? You can reach out in prayer, message, by phone, or by visiting in person.
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​Our Journey
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Jim and I took a load of straw to an auction in Farmerstown, Ohio. Unfortunately, there is no direct or easy way from our house to Farmerstown. Once you get close, the roads twist and wind through the hills. Though it was a beautiful drive, it was also a stressful drive for Jim pulling a loaded trailer.

The Amish man who purchased the straw gave us a house number, directions, and landmarks to his farm, but no actual address we could use in our GPS.

We started our journey watching for landmarks. Our first one was to find a small engine company, which we found. We continued for a few miles, but there were no roads to the right. After several miles, we knew we had missed the road. Jim finally found a place to turn around and we headed back, now watching for roads to the left. We returned to the small engine company and found a road on the other side. We were supposed to turn before the business. (Now I realize Amish travel by horse and buggy or bicycle, but you need to give a truck directions with landmarks before the turns.)

Jim made a hairpin turn with the truck and trailer onto this road where he met another truck and trailer. I’m not sure how the two of them accomplished the maneuver but they did. Now is when the trip became exciting!

Hills and curves, a narrow road, more hills and curves, and finally the
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