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      Join three-time Goodreads Choice Award-nominated poet J. R. Rogue on a transformative journey through her collection Through Ash We Grow, the first book in the Echos of Hope series. This poetry series delves into themes of rebirth, growth, and the resilience of the human spirit, much like the phoenix rising from the ashes. Through poignant verses, you will witness the beauty that emerges from life’s trials and find inspiration to bloom anew. This collection is a testament that growth is a journey, and each step forward is a triumph.
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      & this is just the beginning⁠—

      your calm to my storm,

      our pasts to this future

      we are planning

      

      I will travel the earth with you

      I will hold you on this

      piece of paradise

      we have claimed as our own

      

      we will blend our divergent history

      into this parallel future,

      this river of honest intentions

      for a story of our own making,

      one we are telling

      between our palms

      

      yes, this is just the beginning
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      they write songs about us

      & we wear shadows in the daylight⁠—

      whisper our truths into the dusk,

      push persistently at the dawn

      

      there is this melody,

      just beneath the surface,

      hiding under this fighting flesh

      

      we write songs about us

      push it into paper,

      bend it far past breaking

      romance it far beyond

      what’s real, what’s pretty

      

      they write songs about us,

      because nothing is as beautiful

      as this—the night,

      & the daybreak

      we have fought for
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      one year since I saw you,

      

      half since you pushed past

      my defenses,

      my excuses⁠—

      the narrative

      I thought love

      should take

      

      where would I be

      without your support,

      your warmth & your laugh?

      

      without your smile

      & those eyes

      that see me

      but never judge me⁠—

      instead, warming me?

      

      where would I be

      without my loves

      & your loves

      living side by side,

      never tearing,

      always sharing?

      

      one year since

      you saw me,

      half since

      we opened to each other

      

      we have an endless expanse

      of future ahead of us
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      I remember you right next to me⁠—

      easing burns, taking turns at

      cards & laughter

      

      I remember peppermint currency,

      your bodies on each side,

      where I was safe & sheltered

      

      I remember years passing,

      life moving fast & sure⁠—

      & my love for you both

      never wavering when miles

      took me further

      

      I remember Pepsi cans,

      & plans to see your

      smile for years on end

      

      I remember the scent of

      fresh biscuits,

      the view of your

      morning smile

      

      I remember flower cushions

      I remember flowers on fresh dirt

      

      I remember the way home calls⁠—

      you’re there now, together
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      do you remember the way

      we laughed that first night?

      it’s all I hear

      
      your smile

      & the ridiculousness of what

      brought you to me that night⁠—

      
      we share that joke

      we share that moment,

      & the first kiss under

      the northern sky,

      the lake watching us⁠—

      hushed

      
      there is no coming back from

      moments like that

      plans felt hollow without you

      & the city this love took flight in

      
      I can still feel the plane ride

      still feel the way my heart reached

      its fist into my stomach

      as I made my way to you⁠—

      
      choosing you over a bright future

      that didn’t seem bright at all

      compared to the possibilities we could create

      
      do you remember the way

      I looked below your balcony?

      is there any better version

      of me than the one reflected in your eyes?

      
      do you remember the feeling

      of wanting to make me yours forever?

      we both had it; let it take flight inside of us

      
      that hope is all I hear

      your smile & the way you looked on the ground below

      you beat me to the asking of promises,

      
      plans felt fruitful⁠—

      electric—

      in the dead of winter under

      those twinkling lights

      
      there is no coming back from

      moments like that

      truth or dare, & the way my heart

      grabbed my shoulder,

      held me steady until the perfect moment

      I made my way to one knee⁠—

      reminding you that I will choose you over

      & over again in this life & the next

      
      do you remember the
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