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1 Killpecker Trail

The Killpecker Trail is a rip-roaring ride that sees little mountain bike traffic as it travels from the North Fork Poudre Campground to FR 517 (Elkhorn Baldy Road). The route described here follows Deadman Road, FR 300 (Killpecker Road), and FR 517, which accesses a variety of other motorized trails, such as Bald Mountain and Green Ridge Trails, before reaching Middle Bald Mountain, the second-highest of the three bald peaks in the area, at 11,002 feet. Two thirds of this route involves climbing steadily along these three roads for a total of roughly 10 miles. While the road riding seems long in comparison to the time on the singletrack—and it is—there’s good reason for that. The singletrack burns a direct and steep line from the top, at the base of Middle Bald Mountain, to the bottom, south of the North Fork Poudre Campground. Between top and bottom, riders are offered rock- and root-filled singletrack along sometimes narrow terrain.


	Start: The Killpecker trailhead

	Distance: 14.5-mile loop

	Elevation gain: 1,480 feet

	Riding time: Advanced riders, 2 hours; intermediate riders, 3 hours

	Fitness effort: Physically moderate to challenging due to extended periods of climbing at high elevations

	Difficulty: Moderate with some more technically challenging sections of steep grades and large rocks

	Terrain: Dirt road and singletrack that reaches elevations in excess of 10,000 feet. While most of the trail runs its course through thick forest, the top of the trail climbs through a very exposed and open meadow, so be aware of any inclement weather that might be rolling in as you near 10,000 feet.

	Seasons: June-Oct

	Maps:DeLorme: Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer, page 19; USGS: South Bald Mountain, CO;

	Trails Illustrated: #111, Red Feather Lakes, Glendevey, CO

	Nearest town: Red Feather Lakes

	Other trail users: Hikers, motorcyclists, horseback riders, and campers

	Dog friendly: Yes, but beware of traffic.

	Trail contact: Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District, Fort Collins; (970) 498-2770



Getting there: From Fort Collins drive north on US 287. After passing Ted’s Place and the intersection with CO 14, continue driving north on US 287 for 11 miles before turning left onto Red Feather Lakes Road (Larimer CR 74E) by the Forks Restaurant. Drive west on Red Feather Lakes Road for 24.6 miles before the road turns to dirt and becomes Deadman Road. Drive on Deadman Road for another 7 miles before bearing left (south) into the Killpecker Trail pullout on the left, across from the North Fork Poudre Campground. Trailhead GPS: N40 48.815’ / W105 42.567’




The Ride

Riders begin by climbing up Deadman Road, heading in a northeasterly direction toward the lookout tower. The original wooden tower was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1937 to spot forest fires. The tower was one of eight fire lookouts in the Front Range, extending from southern Wyoming south to Denver. The wooden tower was replaced by the existing metal structure in 1961. In service for more than 35 years, the Deadman Lookout Tower was the last of the eight Front Range towers to retire, as spotter planes took on the responsibility of locating fires.
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A successful crossing of the Killpecker Creek



In 1991 the National Historic Lookout Register recognized the Deadman Lookout Tower as one of historic and cultural significance. Today, Roosevelt National Forest volunteers oversee the tower. Visitors can still climb to its top to enjoy 360-degree unobstructed views that extend north into Wyoming and south to the Mummy Range and the Rawah Wilderness Area.

With the thought of fire in mind, the climb up Deadman Road makes for a good warm-up to the rest of the day. Within 2 miles of beginning your ride, you pass through what was once the Killpecker Fire, which careless campers started on June 12, 1978, and burned 1,200 acres.

After intersecting with FR 300, you’re offered stellar views of West Lake and the Red Feather Lakes area. This section of trail follows the same route as the North Lone Pine Trail. After roughly 5 miles of riding, FR 300 will come to its first intersection with the Killpecker Trail. From this first intersection the climbing becomes more physically challenging as you make your way into the route’s higher elevations. After 6.5 miles the trail levels off a bit and will intersect with the Killpecker Trail two more times. Many area riders will access the Killpecker Trail at its third intersection with FR 300 because from here you begin to lose elevation before having to climb again.

At 10 miles you connect with the Killpecker Trail at a brown trail-marker sign identifying it as a multiple-use trail. Once connecting onto this singletrack, the trail is both technically and physically challenging as it makes its way over rocky and steep terrain to the base of Middle Bald Mountain. You’ll eventually come out of the forest into a clearing. The trail climbs alongside the western edge of the clearing, passing a large cairn on your left.

The climb to the top of Middle Bald Mountain (11,002 feet) is well worth the effort, as it offers 360-degree views of Red Feather Lakes to the east, Wyoming to the north, the Rawah Wilderness and Medicine Bow Range to the west, and the Mummy Range to the south. The Mummy Range lies in the northeast corner of Rocky Mountain National Park. Early prospectors to the area decided the range resembled a mummy lying on its back with its hands folded across its chest. The Mummy Range comprises seven prominent peaks: Mount Dunraven (12,571 feet); Mount Chiquita (13,069 feet); Mount Chapin, the mummy’s head (12,454 feet); Mummy Mountain (13,425 feet); Mount Fairchild (13,502 feet); Ypsilon Mountain (13,514 feet); and Hague’s Peak (13,562 feet). After climbing through the clearing, you’ll reenter the forest and negotiate over rocky terrain before intersecting with FR 300.

The descent along the singletrack from its first intersection with FR 300 is fast and moderately technical, providing a variety of more rutted and rockier sections along the way. The middle section of singletrack offers a fast run through a mixed conifer forest and delivers some tighter terrain. Tight rocks, big drop-offs, and steep terrain greet you as you begin the final section of singletrack. Beyond this section the trail descends to meet Killpecker Creek. The rest of the route is fast and furious as the trail weaves alongside, as well as crosses, the creek from time to time. After roughly 13.5 miles you arrive at a rock garden, where you will have to hike-your-bike. Crossing the creek at again 13.9 miles brings you to one last technical section, replete with rocks and steep grades, before returning you to your vehicle.




Miles and Directions


	0.0 Start from the Killpecker trailhead and begin climbing in a northeasterly direction on the dirt Deadman Road.

	1.7 Pass through the area burned by the Killpecker Fire.

	2.1 Deadman Road intersects with FR 300 (Killpecker Road) on your right. Bear right onto FR 300.

	3.5 Pass through a gate and continue riding on FR 300.
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	4.9 FR 300 crosses Killpecker Creek and intersects with the singletrack of the Killpecker Trail. Continue riding on FR 300.

	7.5 FR 300 once again intersects with the singletrack of the Killpecker Trail. Continue riding on FR 300.

	7.6 Pass through a gate and continue on FR 300.

	8.6 FR 300 intersects with the singletrack of the Killpecker Trail for the third time. Continue riding on FR 300.

	9.3 FR 300 intersects with FR 517 (Elkhorn Baldy Road). Bear left onto FR 517.

	10.0 FR 517 passes a foot-travel-only trail on your left. Just past that on your left will be your connection with the Killpecker Trail, marked by a brown, multiple-use trail sign. Bear left onto the Killpecker Trail.

	10.3 Arrive at a clearing as you near Middle Bald Mountain, and continue climbing along the clearing’s western side. Middle Bald Mountain will be on your right.

	11.0 The Killpecker Trail intersects with FR 300. Cross FR 300 and continue descending on the singletrack Killpecker Trail.

	11.7 Intersect with FR 300. Cross the road and continue descending on the trail on the other side of the road.

	12.7 Intersect with FR 300 again. Bear left on FR 300 for roughly 30 feet, and connect with the singletrack again on the other side of FR 300.

	13.0 Cross Killpecker Creek.

	13.9 Cross Killpecker Creek again.

	14.5 Arrive at your vehicle.




Ride Information



Trail Information

Diamond Peaks Mountain Bike Patrol, a service of Overland Mountain Bike Club; (970) 430-5336; www.overlandmtb.org/




Local Events and Attractions

Creedmore Lakes, north of Red Feather Lakes Road, off CR 180, via CR 73C

Deadman Lookout Fire Tower, west of Killpecker Trail on Deadman Road

Red Feather Lakes, off Red Feather Lakes Road (CR 74E)




Restaurants

Western Ridge Restaurant & Resort, Livermore; (970) 482-4401

The Forks Mercantile, Livermore; (970) 221-2080

Pot Belly Restaurant and Lounge, Red Feather Lakes; (970) 881-2984












2 North Lone Pine Trail

The North Lone Pine Trail is predominantly used by hikers and horseback riders. But owing to the trail’s relatively smooth singletrack, which runs underneath a thick canopy of green for its entire length, North Lone Pine offers us “velocipedestrians” one sweet ride. While the entire North Lone Pine Trail continues along the east side of Middle Bald Mountain, at 11,002 feet the second-highest of the three bald peaks in the area, this trail description concerns itself only with the lower half of the trail. The upper half requires too many hike-a-bikes to be enjoyable. While mostly hidden by dense lodgepole pine and aspen forests, the trail does open up near its end to offer easterly views of Red Feather Lakes village. Recreational campers, four-wheelers, and hunters regularly use all the Forest Service roads listed in this description, so be careful as you ride.


	Start: The North Lone Pine trailhead

	Distance: 4.8-mile loop

	Elevation gain: 500 feet

	Riding time: Advanced riders, 30–45 minutes; intermediate riders, 1–1.5 hours

	Fitness effort: Physically easy to moderate due to the lack of any significant climbing

	Difficulty: Technically easy to moderate due to a few rockier and steeper sections

	Terrain: Dirt road and singletrack. The single-track runs over mostly smooth terrain under a dense evergreen canopy and alongside North Lone Pine Creek. While most of the trail is smooth and wide singletrack, there are some exposed root sections with which you will have to contend.

	Seasons: June-Oct

	Maps:DeLorme: Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer, page 19; USGS: South Bald Mountain, CO;

	Trails Illustrated: #111, Red Feather Lakes, Glendevey, CO

	Nearest town: Red Feather Lakes

	Other trail users: Hikers, horseback riders, campers, and hunters (in season)

	Dog friendly: Yes

	Trail contact: Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District, Fort Collins; (970) 498–2770



Getting there: From Fort Collins drive north on US 287. After passing Ted’s Place and the intersection with CO 14, continue driving north on US 287 for roughly 11 miles before turning left onto Red Feather Lakes Road (Larimer CR 74E) by the Forks Restaurant. Drive west on Red Feather Lakes Road for 24.6 miles before the road turns to dirt and becomes Deadman Road. Drive on Deadman Road for another 4.5 miles before bearing left into the North Lone Pine overlook and trailhead parking lot area. Trailhead GPS: N40 48.50 2/ W105 40.232’




The Ride

From your vehicle bear left onto Deadman Road (a dirt road) and climb in a southerly direction to FR 300 (Killpecker Road). FR 300 follows the same route as the Killpecker Trail, a longer, more technical area trail. Once on FR 300, you’ll be offered beautiful easterly views of the Red Feather Lakes area.

The area around Red Feather Lakes was first settled as a mining camp in 1871. Although no minerals were ever found, local residents turned their attention to the area’s natural beauty. Originally called Westlake, the Red Feather Lakes would then be developed as a mountain resort. Local developers constructed a series of dams and ditches to form the area’s many lakes in hopes of attracting Front Range city folk in need of high country diversions. As expected, the city folk came, with not as many leaving. Indeed, the town’s first school district was formed in 1895, with a post office following only a year later at the nearby Percy ranch. With an education system and a post office firmly established, the little mountain community was evolving into a full-fledged town. The town’s first cabin, built by Nettie Poore along the banks of the smooth Ramona Lake, still stands today. By the early 1900s Westlake was renamed Red Feather Lakes after “Princess” Tsianini Redfeather, a singer who was part Cherokee and part Creek.
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Kevin Lam John Gray close behind wrapping up a smooth run on the North Lone Pine Trail’s singletrack.



Once on FR 333, you climb gradually in and out of mixed conifer forests. The trail passes through some old clear-cut fire lines. FR 300 will eventually meet with FR 333A. You’ll ride on FR 333A for a very short while before intersecting with the North Lone Pine Trail (953). You’ll notice that the trail extends from either side of FR 333A. The section of trail on the right continues to climb to Middle Bald Mountain, while the section of trail on the left descends along North Lone Pine Creek.

The North Lone Pine Trail was once a stock driveway, which was reconstructed as a hiking trail in 1979. After bearing left onto the North Lone Pine Trail, you’ll enjoy a fast cruise over smooth singletrack.

About 3.5 miles into your ride, the trail runs down a moderately steep and technical hill to meet North Lone Pine Creek. This section makes for a great watering hole for you, your friends, or some other such faithful companion. You’ll cross the creek a couple of times before arriving at a dilapidated shack made of mesh wire. The shack
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is probably a remnant of when this trail was used as a stock drive for resident ranchers. Nowadays it’s more familiar to see stock drives along Red Feather Lakes Road than on nearby area trails. After 4 miles into your ride, the forest will open up briefly to offer glimpses of the Red Feather Lakes area. From here it’s a short and fast trip to your vehicle and the end of your ride.




Miles and Directions


	0.0 Start by riding out of the parking lot and bearing left onto Deadman Road.

	0.5 Deadman Road intersects with FR 300 (Killpecker Road). Bear left onto FR 300, riding in a southerly direction.

	1.3 FR 300 intersects with FR 333. Bear left onto FR 333, pass through the iron gate, and continue riding in a southeasterly direction.

	2.8 FR 333 bears left and intersects with FR 333A. Continue riding straight on FR 333A and intersect the singletrack trail of the North Lone Pine Trail (953). Bear left onto the cairn-marked singletrack of the North Lone Pine Trail.

	2.9 Cross FR 333 and continue riding on the North Lone Pine Trail.

	3.6 Arrive at North Lone Pine Creek and continue descending on the trail.

	3.9 Pass a dilapidated shack of mesh wire on your left and continue descending on the trail.

	4.8 Arrive at your vehicle.



Ride Information



Trail Information

Diamond Peaks Mountain Bike Patrol, a service of Overland Mountain Bike Club; (970) 430–5336; www.overlandmtb.org/




Local Events and Attractions

Creedmore Lakes, north of Red Feather Lakes Road, off CR 180, via CR 73C

Deadman Lookout Fire Tower, west of Killpecker Trail on Deadman Road

Red Feather Lakes, off Red Feather Lakes Road (CR 74E)




Restaurants

Western Ridge Restaurant & Resort, Livermore; (970) 482–4401

The Forks Mercantile, Livermore; (970) 221–2080

Pot Belly Restaurant and Lounge, Red Feather Lakes; (970) 881–2984












3 Elkhorn Creek Trail System

The Elkhorn Creek Trail system is a work in progress, so be mindful of trail indicators such as cairns, dead logs strewn across social trails, or makeshift arrows of branches identifying where to travel and where not to. As of this writing, the trail system includes four completed trails that total over 15 miles. Several other trails within the system will also be opening. Riders can choose from a few options to either shorten or lengthen the ride described here. Indeed, by riding north on Lady Moon Trail to its terminus at CR 74E (Red Feather Lakes Road), riders might choose to link up with the Mount Margaret Trail system. As it is, the ride described here is an out-and-back that combines the Lady Moon Trail and the Granite Ridge Trail. Riders would be well advised to check for updates to this trail system. Throughout the ride mountain bikers are offered intermittent views of the Mummy Range and North and Middle Bald Mountains. Additionally, there are a variety of interesting rock formations with vertical cracks, making it somewhat inviting for bouldering and climbing enthusiasts.


	Start: The Elkhorn Creek trailhead off CR 68C (Boy Scout Camp Road)

	Distance: 10.8-mile out-and-back, with several side trails that make loops with the main trail

	Elevation gain: 734 feet

	Riding time: Advanced riders, 1 hour; intermediate riders, 1.5 hours

	Fitness effort: Physically easy to moderate due to an initial climb from the trailhead

	Difficulty: Technically easy with a couple of more moderately technical sections of single-track and sand

	Terrain: Singletrack and doubletrack that deliver rocky and sandy terrain, as well as wider and smoother terrain for a significant portion of the trail’s length, passing through open meadows and mixed stands of ponder-osa pine and aspen

	Seasons: July-Nov

	Maps:USGS: Red Feather Lakes, CO; Trails Illustrated: #111, Red Feather Lakes, Glendevey, CO; DeLorme: Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer, page 19, B- and C-6 and -7

	Nearest town: Red Feather Lakes

	Other trail users: Hikers, equestrians, campers, and climbers

	Dog friendly: Yes

	Trail contact: Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District, Fort Collins; (970) 498-2770



Getting there: From Fort Collins drive north on US 287. After passing Ted’s Place and the intersection of CO 14, continue driving north on US 287 for roughly 11 miles before turning left onto Red Feather Lakes Road (Larimer CR 74E) by the Forks Restaurant. Drive west on Red Feather Lakes Road for roughly 15.7 miles before bearing left onto the dirt CR 68C (Boy Scout Camp Road). Drive on CR 68C for roughly 4.3 miles before turning right into the Elkhorn Creek Trail parking lot. Trailhead GPS: N40 44.782’ / W105 32.414’; trailhead terminus/turnaround GPS: N40 46.085’ / 105 36.331’
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Creighton Grof-Tisza taking it cool and steady along the Granite Ridge Trail 991 underneath the backdrop of Middle Bald Mountain.




The Ride

From the trailhead riders begin riding in a northerly direction on the Lady Moon Trail 985. Originally named Catherine (Katie) Gratton Lawder, Moon arrived in America with Irish immigrant parents in 1865, was orphaned at age 12, and moved to Colorado at 18. Working at Elkhorn Lodge, located near the onetime gold mining town of Manhattan, Katie married miner Frank Gartman, a man several years her senior. Taking a cue from her pilgrim’s progress at an early age, Katie divorced Gartman and in 1888 married Oxford graduate and English nobleman Cecil Ernest Moon.

Habitually drinking whiskey and hanging out with ranch hands and miners, Lady Moon would seem to be an unlikely match for Sir Cecil. Accounts of the couple’s repeated crossings between Colorado and England are retold in numerous media: in the book The Lady from Colorado (1957) by Homer Croy; in the opera (1964) by the same name, composed by Pulitzer Prize winner Robert Ward; and in Fort Collins’s Openstage Theater’s production of the one-act play Lady Moon (2002–2003).

Upon meeting her in-laws for the first time, Moon insisted on bringing her horse Moses and riding gear. Moon also wore cowgirl garb among England’s aristocratic social elite. When his family and Victorian aesthetics deemed her unacceptable, Lord Cecil divorced and sued Lady Moon for $61,000. Returning to Colorado, Lady Moon insisted on being referred to by her aristocratic title even though she lost it in the divorce. Lady Moon continued to be an interesting character throughout the area, dyeing her hair and dressing in flamboyant attire, until her death in 1926.
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The Great Stupa of Dharmakaya Which Liberates upon Seeing, as seen from the Lady Moon Trail 985.



As suggested by the life of its namesake, Lady Moon Trail 985 starts out somewhat rocky, crossing Elkhorn Creek and climbing moderately through a mixed conifer forest to an open knoll at roughly 0.5 mile. Riders bear left at the knoll and descend the singletrack that leads over a wider section of embedded granite to a tree-lined meadow. Lady Moon Trail 985 cuts right to climb in a northerly direction over hard-packed, very narrow singletrack through open meadows, aspen, and mixed conifer forests.

Several times in the first mile, the white and golden spire of the Great Stupa of Dharmakaya is visible to the south. The Shambhala Mountain Center’s Great Stupa honors Vidyadhara the Venerable Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche, the great Tibetan guru who taught in the West and realized his own inherent nature, putting him on a par with the Buddha himself. In Buddhist tradition, a stupa functions as a funerary monument, an expression of the living essence of a teacher, and as a sacred center or pilgrimage site. It’s believed that anyone who gazes at this stupa sees the body of the Buddha, bringing harmony to the environment and radiating enlightened energy.

With increased harmony and energy, riders continue their moderate climb, passing through meadows awash with purple horsemint, alpine daisies, white alpine yarrow, black-eyed susans, and clucking grouse. Large boulders flank, while columbine complement, the dark and shaded aspen grove through which riders soon pass. Arriving at the Lady Moon Trail 985 (east terminus), riders bear left to intersect the Granite Ridge Trail 991.

Continue west on the generally level Granite Ridge Trail 991, passing through intermittent views to your left of the Mummy Range, which lies on the east boundary of Rocky Mountain National Park. Otherwise the trail is a steady spinner through open meadows and aspen groves, prime habitat for a growing moose population.

You’ll eventually arrive at westerly views of the South (11,003 feet), Middle (11,002 feet), and North (10,982 feet) Bald Mountains. North Bald Mountain is the least “bald” of the three, as its rocky summit barely reaches above the tree line. Nevertheless, the summit of North Bald Mountain offers views of Middle and South Bald Mountains, as well as the Mummy Range to the south, the Never Summer Range to the southwest, the Medicine Bow Mountains to the west, the Park Range to the northwest, Wyoming’s Snowy Range to the north, and the foothills to the east.

The trail descends to pass several trailheads to its terminus near Manhattan Road. You can really rip the return from here to the intersection with Lady Moon Trail 985 (west terminus), but be aware of the sandier sections. Likewise, the descent on the Lady Moon Trail 985 is fast, but since the singletrack is narrow with tall grass encroaching on both sides, riders will have to invoke their Jedi-riding skills to return safely to their vehicles.




Miles and Directions


	0.0 Begin riding north on the Lady Moon Trail 985, climbing over sandy and rocky terrain on wide doubletrack.

	0.1 Cross Elkhorn Creek. Stay on the main trail as it passes a campsite on your right. A very narrow singletrack veers off to the left and follows the creek, bearing right and continuing on the wider doubletrack of Lady Moon Trail 985.

	0.4 After an initial climb, arrive at an unnamed trail T intersection. A wide doubletrack veers right and descends in an easterly direction. Bear left (west) here, continuing your steady climb on the Lady Moon Trail 985. At the time of this writing, a cairn off to the left marks your route.

	0.5 The Lady Moon Trail 985 crests the top of a rocky knoll. Bear left here and descend to the west over sandier and rockier terrain to a meadow. This section of trail shares its route with the Disappointment Falls trail, which continues south through the meadow. (Another wider doubletrack trail leads north and climbs the knoll over steeper and rockier terrain, but this trail has been covered with tree branches in recent months, indicating where the route is not. Should one mistakenly take this route, know that it will eventually connect with the Granite Ridge Trail at anotherT intersection in a mile. Bearing left at the T intersection will
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deliver you to the properly posted signage for the Lady Moon Trail 985 on the left after another 0.5 mile of riding.)


	0.7 The Lady Moon Trail 985 buttonhooks right and climbs moderately in a northerly direction over hard-packed singletrack. Bear right and continue a moderate northerly climb. The meadow will lie behind you to the south. At the time of this writing, an arrow of branches on the left side of the singletrack points the correct way.

	0.8 Pass a sign that reads Disappointment Fall 985-2 and Lady Moon 985 on your left.

	1.7 Passing through a gate, the Lady Moon Trail 985 (east terminus) intersects with the Granite Ridge Trail 991. Bear left and ride west on the Granite Ridge 991.

	1.8 The Granite Ridge 991 intersects with the Lady Moon Trail 985 (west terminus). Continue west on the Granite Ridge 991 trail, passing through the access gate. (Option: Bearing right and continuing on the Lady Moon Trail 985 will eventually lead to Red Feather Lakes Road and the Mount Margaret Trail.)

	3.4 Pass through another access gate.

	3.9 The Granite Ridge Trail 991 intersects with the Molly Moon Trail 991-2 on your left and right. Continue riding west on the Granite Ridge Trail.

	4.1 Pass through another access gate.

	4.2 The Granite Ridge Trail 991 intersects with the Elkhorn Creek Trail 994 on the left. As of this writing, Elkhorn Creek 994 has yet to be completed. But once completed, it will return to the trailhead from which you started your ride.

	4.6 Granite Ridge 991 intersects with the Molly Lake Trail 991-1 on the right. Continue riding on the Granite Ridge 991.

	5.4 Arrive at the Granite Ridge Trail 991’s western terminus and turnaround. From here, return the way you came.

	10.8 Arrive at your vehicle.




Ride Information



Trail Information

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District; (970) 498-2770 or (970) 295-6700




Local Events and Attractions

Shambhala Mountain Center, Red Feather Lakes; (970) 881-2184

Deadman Lookout Fire Tower, west of the Killpecker Trail on Deadman Road

Red Feather Lakes, off Red Feather Lakes Road (CR 74E)

Creedmore Lakes, north of Red Feather Lakes, off CR 180, via CR 73C




Restaurants

Western Ridge Restaurant & Resort, Livermore; (970) 482-4401

The Forks Mercantile, Livermore; (970) 221-2080

Pot Belly Restaurant and Lounge, Red Feather Lakes; (970) 881-2984












4 Mount Margaret Trail

The Mount Margaret Trail now trades roughly 1.5 miles of doubletrack for as many miles of singletrack. This trail is widely used by equestrians, hikers, and mountain bikers. Its fairly level terrain is well suited for those new to mountain biking. The trail passes by a number of campsites and through a variety of open meadows and quiet stands of aspen and ponderosa pine on its way to the top of Mount Margaret, which overlooks the North Lone Pine Creek drainage. The huge giant rock walls that stand alongside parts of the Mount Margaret Trail offer mountain bikers ample amounts of rock scrambling diversion. Except for the last leg of the trail, which is tight single-track, the trail follows an old roadbed. Several side trails lead to Dowdy Lake and make loops with the main trail.


	Start: The Mount Margaret trailhead

	Distance: 7.3-mile out-and-back, with several side trails that make loops with the main trail

	Elevation gain: 400 feet

	Riding time: Advanced riders, 45 minutes; intermediate riders, 1 hour

	Fitness effort: Physically easy due to a lack of any significant elevation gain

	Difficulty: Technically easy with a couple of more moderately technical sections of tight singletrack and rockier terrain

	Terrain: Singletrack and doubletrack that deliver tighter and rockier terrain toward the end of the trail, as well as wider and smoother terrain for most of the trail’s length, as it passes through open meadows and mixed stands of ponderosa pine and aspen

	Seasons: Apr-Oct

	Maps:USGS: Red Feather Lakes, CO; Trails Illustrated: #111, Red Feather Lakes, Glendevey, CO; DeLorme: Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer, page 19, B- and C-6 and -7

	Nearest town: Red Feather Lakes

	Other trail users: Hikers, equestrians, and campers

	Dog friendly: Yes

	Trail contact: Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District, Fort Collins; (970) 498-2770



Getting there: From Fort Collins drive north on US 287. After passing Ted’s Place and the intersection of CO 14, continue driving north on US 287 for roughly 11 miles before turning left onto Red Feather Lakes Road (Larimer CR 74E) by the Forks Restaurant. Drive west on Red Feather Lakes Road for roughly 20.5 miles before bearing right into the Mount Margaret Trail parking lot on the north side of the road. Trailhead GPS: N40 46.836’ / W105 32.288’; trailhead terminus/turnaround GPS: N40 49.059’ / W105 31.676’




The Ride

The trail begins at an easy access along the Red Feather Lakes Road and weaves its way along sinuous singletrack through stands of ponderosa pine and aspen on its way to the South Lone Pine Creek drainage. At 0.7 mile into the ride, the singletrack forks at a sign that points hikers to the right to cross South Lone Pine Creek via a footbridge, while stock and mountain bikers bear left and ride through the creek. After crossing the creek, bear left, continuing on the singletrack before connecting to the doubletrack at 1.1 miles.
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After passing through the gate at 1.3 miles, the Mount Margaret Trail intersects with Trail 503A on your left. From this intersection continue riding in a northerly direction on the wide doubletrack of the Mount Margaret Trail as it descends moderately over rockier terrain and through a thick patch of aspen. Soon after passing through the aspen, riders can take a break and check out the awesome granite rock formations that stand on either side of the trail. From here riders will pass a variety of campsites and other side trails.

Local Livermore ranchers lease this area for grazing, so it is likely you will pass a few cattle, as well as their droppings, along the way. Adolphus Livernash and Stephen Moore founded the town of Livermore in 1863 when the two of them built a one-room cabin and started prospecting for minerals. With the search not panning out, Livermore soon started growing its ranching roots. Many would-be prospectors turned ranchers came to Livermore from England as remittance men and women. Ranching took on a life of its own with the opening of a ranching school to train young ranchers in 1880. Ranching is still a part of Livermore; indeed, the town retains a certain ranching community character to this day.

After roughly 2.5 miles the Mount Margaret Trail intersects with two other trails. The East Dowdy Lake Trail lies to your immediate left and cuts back toward the direction from which you came and heads southwest toward Dowdy Lake. Frog Pond, formerly referred to as North Dowdy Lake Trail and Loop A, crosses the Mount Margaret Trail. To the left, Frog Pond heads in a northwesterly direction toward Dowdy Lake, while to the right it heads east before turning north to loop back to the Mount Margaret Trail. At 120 acres, with a shoreline of roughly 3 miles and a maximum depth of 28 feet, Dowdy Lake is the largest of all the lakes in the Red Feather Lakes area. Sitting at an elevation of 8,365 feet, Dowdy Lake makes for a great camping, fishing, and boating spot. The Loop A Trail lies to your immediate right and heads eastward through quiet stands of aspen before reuniting with the Mount Margaret Trail in 1.2 miles. Loop A is a worthwhile diversion from the main trail.

About 3 miles into the ride, riders will pass along the eastern flank of a meadow with a small pond at its center. Once past the intersection with Loop B, riders begin descending on singletrack through a mixed conifer forest. This last leg of the trail offers more rocks and tighter sections, making this section moderately challenging. The singletrack begins to climb as it makes its way to the top of Mount Margaret, which has a hitching post at its base, over tight and moderately technical terrain.

From here riders can see the Maxwell Ranch below in the North Lone Pine Valley. Looking into the North Lone Pine Valley from atop Mount Margaret, riders can see the U-shaped formation of the valley created by the earth’s last major glacial period. The Pleistocene or Ice Age began about 2 million years ago, and massive ice sheets covered much of the Northern Hemisphere. In North America, the higher altitudes of the Rocky Mountains were site to the Pleistocene glaciers’ first formations, which advanced and retreated multiple times as the climate changed. Today’s glacial retreat started some 14,000 years ago and is known as the Holocene epoch.

After taking in the sights, it’s time to make a retreat of your own. The initial descent from the top of Mount Margaret is fast and moderately technical with rock, sand, and tighter sections. Be aware of upcoming hikers and equestrians as you return to your vehicle.




Miles and Directions


	0.0 Begin riding north on the Mount Margaret Trail on wide and smooth doubletrack for roughly 250 feet before bearing left onto the singletrack.

	0.7 The singletrack comes to a fork. Mountain bikers bear left and ride through South Lone Pine Creek; hikers bear right, crossing the creek via a footbridge. After riding through the creek, bear left and continue on the singletrack.

	1.1 The singletrack connects with doubletrack. Bear left onto the doubletrack.
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	1.3 Pass through the gate, closing it behind you, and continue riding in a northerly direction on the wide doubletrack. Here the Mount Margaret Trail intersects with Trail 503A on your left.

	2.3 The Mount Margaret Trail interesects with the East Dowdy Lake Trail and Frog Pond. From here, continue riding northward on the Mount Margaret Trail, following the sign on your right that reads Mount M argaret -1.5 miles.

	2.8 The Mount Margaret Trail intersects with the East Loop on your right. Continue riding on the Mount Margaret Trail.

	3.6 Reach the top of Mount Margaret and then return the way you came.

	7.3 Arrive at your vehicle.




Ride Information



Trail Information

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Canyon Lakes Ranger District, Fort Collins; (970) 498-2770




Local Events and Attractions

Deadman Lookout Fire Tower, west of the KillpeckerTrail on Deadman Road

Red Feather Lakes, off Red Feather Lakes Road (CR 74E)

Creedmore Lakes, north of Red Feather Lakes, off CR 180, via CR 73C




Restaurants

Western Ridge Restaurant & Resort, Livermore; (970) 482-4401

The Forks Mercantile, Livermore; (970) 221-2080

Pot Belly Restaurant and Lounge, Red Feather Lakes; (970) 881-2984











Appendix A: Bicycle Organizations

Alpine Bicycle Club & The Colorado Rough Riders; (303) 279-8558


American Alpine Club, 710 Tenth St., Golden, CO 80401; (303) 384-0110


American Trails; www.americantrails.org


Bicycle Colorado, 1525 Market St., Ste. 100, Denver, CO 80202; (303) 417-1544; http://bicyclecolorado.org


Bicycle Racing Association of Colorado; (303) 458-5538; www.coloradocycling.org; provides a list of resources and contact information for bicycle clubs throughout the Front Range


Bike Fort Collins; http://bikefortcollins.org


Bikepacking.net; contact Scott Morris at www.topofusion.com


Bikes del Pueblo, Pueblo, CO; http://bikesdelpueblosd.blogspot.com


Boulder Area Trails Coalition (BATCO); (303) 485-2162; www.bouldertrails.org


Boulder Bicycle Commuters, 4820 Thunderbird Circle #108, Boulder, CO 80303; (303) 499-7466; dallured@indra.com


Boulder Mountainbike Alliance, PO Box 4954, Boulder, CO 80306;  http://bouldermountainbike.org


Clear Creek Land Conservancy Golden, CO; (303) 279-4462


Colorado Bicycle Advisory Board, 4201 E. Arkansas Ave., Denver, CO 80222; (303) 757-9982


Colorado Bicycle Program, 4201 E. Arkansas Ave., Rm. 212, Denver, CO 80222; (303) 757-9982


Colorado Bicycle Racing Association for Seniors (COBRAS), 7963 S. Vance St., Littleton, CO 80128; (303) 866-3894; http://cobrascycling.org


Colorado Department of Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, (303) 757-9982; www.coloradodot.info/programs/bikeped


Colorado Heart Cycle Association, PO Box 100743, Denver, CO 80210; (303) 267-1112; www.heartcycle.org


Colorado Mountain Club, 710 Tenth St., #200, Golden, CO 80401; (303) 279-3080 or (800) 633-4417


Colorado Springs Cycling Club, PO Box 49602, Colorado Springs, CO 80949-9602; (719) 266-0776 or (719) 351-3205; www.bikesprings.org


Colorado Springs Mountain Biking Club, Colorado Springs, CO; www.meetup.com/Colorado-Springs-Mountain-Biking-Club/


Colorado Trail Foundation, 710 Tenth St., Rm. 210, Golden, CO 80226; (303) 384-3729


Continental Divide Trail Coalition, PO Box 552, Pine, CO 80470; (720) 340-2382; www.continentaldividetrail.org


Denver Bicycle Touring Club, PO Box 101301, Denver, CO 80250-1301; (303) 756-7240; www.dbtc.org


Friends of Cheyenne Cañon; (719) 385-6086; http://cheyennecanon.org


Friends of Cheyenne Mountain State Park; www.cmspfriends.org


Front Range Mountain Bike Patrol; www.frmbp.org


Highlands Ranch Cycling Club; www.ridehrcc.com


International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA), 4888 Pearl East Circle, Ste. 200E, Boulder, CO 80301; (303) 545-9011; www.imba.com


League of American Bicyclists; (202) 822-1333; www.bikeleague.org


Medicine Wheel Trail Advocates, Colorado Springs, CO; www.medwheel.org


National Center for Bicycling & Walking; (973) 378-3137; www.bikewalk.org


National Off-Road Bicycling Association (NORBA), 210 USA Cycling Point, Ste. 100, Colorado Springs, CO 80909; (719) 434-4200; www.usacycling.org


Overland Mountain Bike Club, PO Box 1543, Fort Collins, CO 80522; (970) 430-5336; www.overlandmtb.org


PEDAL (Peoples ’Efforts to De-emphasize Autos in Loveland); http://pedalclub.org


Pedestrian and Bicycling Info Center; www.pedbikeinfo.org


People for Bikes, 207 Canyon Blvd., Suite 202, Boulder, CO 80303, (303) 449-4893, www.peopleforbikes.org/


Rocky Mountain Cycling Club; (303) 738-1958; www.rmccrides.com


Seniors on Bikes; (303) 443-7623; www.seniorsonbikes.com


Southern Colorado Cycling Club (SCCC), formerly the Southern Colorado Trail Builders (SCTB), Pueblo, CO; http://lakepueblotrails.org


Team BOB (Babes on Bikes); www.coteambob.com


Team Evergreen Bicycle Club Inc.; http://teamevergreen.org


Trails and Open Space Coalition, 1040 S. 8th St., Ste. 101, Colorado Springs, CO 80905; (719) 633-6884; www.trailsandopenspaces.org


United States Cycling Federation, 210 USA Cycling Point, Ste. 100, Colorado Springs, CO 80909; (719) 434-4200; www.usacycling.org


USA Cycling Inc., 210 USA Cycling Point, Ste. 100, Colorado Springs, CO 80909; (719) 434-4200; www.usacycling.org


Velo-One Cycling of Colorado


Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado, 600 S. Marion Pkwy., Denver, CO 80209-2597; (303) 715-1010; www.voc.org







Appendix B: Bicycle Camps and Clinics

Alison Dunlap Adventure Camps; alison@alisondunlap.com; www.alisondunlap.com; skills clinics in the Colorado Springs region


Better Ride; (970) 335-8226; http://betterride.net/


Bikalope Tours; (303) 483-5300; www.bikalope.com/


Challenge Unlimited, Colorado Springs; (719) 633-6399 or (800) 798-5954; www.bikithikit.com


FasCat Coaching, 4550 N. Broadway St., Unit C-3B, Boulder, CO 80304; (720) 406-7444; www.fascatcoaching.com


New World Sports, 119 E. Mountain St., Fort Collins, CO 80524; (970) 224-5857; www.newworldsportsllc.com


Pikes Peak Mountain Bike Tours, 306 S. 25th St., Colorado Springs, CO 80904; (719) 337-5311; www.bikepikespeak.com







Appendix C: Ride Finder

Best Rides for Great Views


Ride 1: Killpecker Trail


Ride 12: Crosier Mountain Trail


Ride 30: Rollins Pass


Ride 33: Centennial Cone Park


Ride 39: Argentine Pass


Ride 40: Elk Meadow and Bergen Peak


Ride 47: Kenosha to Georgia Pass


Ride 48: Kenosha Pass to Lost Creek Wilderness


Ride 60: Lake Pueblo State Park


Best Rides for Wildlife Viewing


Ride 2: North Lone Pine Trail


Ride 3: Elkhorn Creek Trail System


Ride 21: Sourdough Trail


Ride 39: Argentine Pass


Ride 40: Elk Meadow and Bergen Peak


Ride 52: Raspberry Chautauqua Mountain Trail


Ride 54: Lovell Gulch Trail


Best Rides for Families with Children


Ride 4: Mount Margaret Trail


Ride 19: Boulder Valley Ranch


Ride 20: East Boulder Trail/White Rocks


Ride 26: Marshall Mesa/Community Ditch Trail


Ride 37: Flayden/Green Mountain Park


Ride 43: Meyer Ranch Park


Ride 44: Coyote Song Trail


Ride 55: Rampart Reservoir Shoreline Loop


Ride 58: Cheyenne Mountain State Park


Best Rides for Cyclists with Dogs


Ride 2: North Lone Pine Trail


Ride 13: Coulson Gulch Trail


Ride 19: Boulder Valley Ranch


Ride 20: East Boulder Trail/White Rocks


Ride 26: Marshall Mesa/Community Ditch Trail


Ride 43: Meyer Ranch Park


Ride 54: Lovell Gulch Trail


Ride 55: Rampart Reservoir Shoreline Loop


Best Rides for Flowy Singletrack


Ride 2: North Lone Pine Trail


Ride 10: Blue Sky Trail


Ride 16: Picture Rock


Ride 17: Heil Valley Ranch


Ride 23: Betasso Preserve


Ride 33: Centennial Cone Park


Ride 40: Elk Meadow and Bergen Peak


Ride 43: Meyer Ranch Park


Ride 49: Pine Valley Ranch to Buffalo Creek


Ride 50: Baldy Trail to Gashouse Gulch Trail


Ride 55: Rampart Reservoir Shoreline Loop


Ride 58: Cheyenne Mountain State Park


Best Rides for Technical Trails


Ride 1: Killpecker Trail


Ride 8: Mill Creek Trail


Ride 9: Bobcat Ridge


Ride 12: Crosier Mountain Trail


Ride 15: Hall Ranch


Ride 31: Mountain Lion Trail


Ride 32: White Ranch


Ride 35: Apex Park


Ride 38: Dakota Ridge and Red Rocks Trail


Ride 57: Captain Jack’s Trail


Ride 60: Lake Pueblo State Park







Appendix D: Rides at A Glance

1-5 Miles


Ride 2: North Lone Pine Trail


Ride 14: Rabbit Mountain


Ride 24: Meyers Homestead Trail


Ride 28: Eldorado Canyon State Park


Ride 35: Apex Park


Ride 36: Barbour Fork


Ride 43: Meyer Ranch Park


Ride 44: Coyote Song Trail


5-10 Miles


Ride 4: Mount Margaret Trail


Ride 7: Hewlett Gulch


Ride 9: Bobcat Ridge


Ride 11: Devil’s Backbone


Ride 13: Coulson Gulch Trail


Ride 17: Heil Valley Ranch


Ride 18: Ceran Saint Vrain Trail


Ride 19: Boulder Valley Ranch


Ride 20: East Boulder Trail/White Rocks


Ride 23: Betasso Preserve


Ride 25:Walker Ranch Loop


Ride 26: Marshall Mesa/Community Ditch Trail


Ride 31: Mountain Lion Trail


Ride 32:White Ranch


Ride 34: Chimney Gulch Trail


Ride 37: Hayden/Green Mountain Park


Ride 38: Dakota Ridge and Red Rocks Trail


Ride 41: Mount Falcon Park


Ride 42: Alderfer/Three Sisters Park


Ride 45: Deer Creek Canyon Park


Ride 50: Baldy Trail to Gashouse Gulch Trail


Ride 52: Raspberry Chautauqua Mountain Trail


Ride 54: Lovell Gulch Trail


Ride 56: Waldo Canyon Trail


Ride 57: Captain Jack’s Trail


10-15 Miles


Ride 1: Killpecker Trail


Ride 3: Elkhorn Creek Trail System


Ride 5: Lower Dadd Gulch Trail


Ride 6: Young Gulch


Ride 8: Mill Creek Trail


Ride 10: Blue Sky Trail


Ride 12: Crosier Mountain Trail


Ride 15: Hall Ranch


Ride 16: Picture Rock


Ride 21: Sourdough Trail


Ride 27: Doudy Draw Area


Ride 29: Fourth of July Road


Ride 40: Elk Meadow and Bergen Peak


Ride 48: Kenosha Pass to Lost Creek Wilderness


Ride 49: Pine Valley Ranch to Buffalo Creek


Ride 51: Jackson Creek Trail


Ride 53: Falcon Trail


Ride 58: Cheyenne Mountain State Park


15 Miles and Up


Ride 22: Switzerland Trail


Ride 30: Rollins Pass


Ride 33: Centennial Cone Park


Ride 39: Argentine Pass


Ride 46:Waterton Canyon


Ride 47: Kenosha to Georgia Pass


Ride 55: Rampart Reservoir Shoreline Loop


Ride 59: Shelf Road


Ride 60: Lake Pueblo State Park







About the Author

Local cyclist and outdoor adventurer Stephen Hlawaty has spent over 35 years honing his craft of experiential living and sharing those experiences with others. A poet and writer, he has written outdoor adventure stories and technical articles for Near Excessive, Rocky Mountain Sports Magazine, Outdoor, Skier, Steamboat Springs Magazine, Koffee Talk, Scene, Boulder Weekly, Real Life, INsite Magazine, North Forty News, All-America City Yearbook, and Instructional Design for Web-based Training. Stephen is the author ot Falcon Guides’ Mountain Biking Colorado and Mountain Biking Colorado’s Front Range.


Stephen has taken his love for writing and enthusiasm for the outdoors to the classroom, where he teaches high school Language Arts. His outdoor resume includes heli-skiing the Chugach Mountains of Alaska; backcountry skiing the Wasatch Mountains of Utah, the Teton Range of Wyoming, and the Rocky Mountains of Colorado; as well as mountain biking throughout the American west. Also an avid boater, backpacker, and hiker, Stephen has logged countless days in the water, woods, and wilderness alone and with his wife, Amanda, and their two boys, Ethan and Benjamin, in the hills of the great state of Colorado. When not in hot pursuit of his next adventure, Stephen enjoys picking and sliding 011 his guitars or throwing and rolling at Aikido of Colorado in Fort Collins, where he trains under Victor Hung Sensei in the traditional Japanese martial art.
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