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The late afternoon sun burned down on the empty parking lot, baking the asphalt until the heat radiated in waves. I slammed the trunk shut, shifting uncomfortably as the sweat trickled down my back. Kate stood next to the car, adjusting the strap of her sundress. Her blonde hair caught the light, framing her smile as she glanced my way. She was gorgeous, always drawing attention effortlessly. And today, even in the mundane, she glowed. 

"Ready to go, hun?" Kate asked me, her voice almost bored. 

"Yeah, just a second," I replied.

"Okay, don't mind me, just standing out here in the sun," my wife says in a snarky tone. "Not like I'm sweating or anything while you're on your phone."

"Hold on, babe, just have to-there," I look at her in an apologetic way. "Sorry, just had to text someone-."

"Whatever," Kate rolls her eyes.

Out of nowhere, a voice interrupted the silence. “Yo, what’s up?” The deep, smooth tone cut through the air, and I turned to see a tall, muscular Black man approaching. He had a phone in one hand, recording as he strode over, his broad shoulders and confident grin making the space feel smaller. My stomach clenched with an instinctive unease almost afraid of whatever was about to happen next.

“Hey, sorry to bother y’all,” he said, stopping just short of us and raising the phone slightly, recording like this was some kind of street interview. “Just doing a quick thing today—hope you don’t mind.”

Before I could react, he held out a black box of Magnum XL condoms, the gold lettering catching the light. My face flushed as I stared at the box, feeling my throat go dry.

"Oh, thanks," I mutter. Kate’s eyes darted to it, and I expected her to laugh it off, brush it aside, but instead, she smirked.

“We won’t be needing those,” she said, her voice playful and edged with something more. She turned her gaze on me, raising an eyebrow. “Right, Ethan?”

My forced chuckle was hollow, my palms sweating as I shifted uncomfortably hearing Kate say that out loud. “Uh, no, why would you say that,” I muttered, hoping this would end here. "Kate-."

"Yeah, you should give that to someone who could use it-," my wife tells him with a giggle.

But it didn’t. The man’s grin widened as he looked at Kate, ignoring me completely. “That right? Guess these are more my size anyway,” he said with a chuckle, his eyes never leaving hers.

The pit in my stomach grew, the tension gnawing at me. Kate’s eyes lit up with a spark I hadn’t seen in ages, and she laughed—a low, sultry sound that made my heart thud painfully. My mind raced as I tried to process what was happening. This wasn’t just playful banter. Kate was leaning into this, and my pulse quickened as I realized how willingly she was participating. This was so out of character for her.

“Wow, those muscles don’t lie,” Kate said, reaching out to touch his arm. My breath caught, watching as her fingers traced the curve of his bicep. The gesture was so casual, so shameless, that it made my head spin. Kate was always confident, but this... this was different. It was bold, flirtatious, the kind of behavior I’d only ever seen when we were alone—never out in public and certainly never directed at another man. "They're so big-."

My heart pounded, and an uncomfortable warmth pooled in my chest as I watched Jamal’s smirk deepen.

"You like em big?" he asked, leaning forward with a cocky grin letting the question hang in the air.

I felt a sudden wave of possessiveness, my hands clenching as I struggled to understand what was happening. This guy didn’t know her. He didn't know our story, our life together. But there she was, standing so close, her fingertips still pressed against his arm, the same hand that wore my ring. A sharp spike of fear coursed through me, and my pulse hammered in my ears.

"Sure as hell do," I hear Kate say, her eyes sparkling. She was enjoying this, and I didn’t know why. 

A flash of anger surged through me, and I glared at him. "Hey-."

“Go ahead, feel all you want,” the guy who had just showed up in our lives moments ago cuts me off, glancing at me
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