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INTRODUCTION KENFESSIONS

If you enjoy trivia and puzzles—and if you don’t enjoy trivia and puzzles, boy, are you ever reading the wrong book—you know that it’s all about making connections.

All of human cognition is powered by connection, of course. There are billions of neurons in your brain, but the real marvel is that each neuron connects to thousands of others to form insanely complex networks—over 100 trillion synaptic connections in all. Consciousness and creativity emerge from these patterns of connections.

But the brain games we play are explicitly about making connections in macro. For trivia lovers, these are usually the connections in how we organize memory. When you hear some plump, juicy new factoid that interests you, how do you store it? When you need it later, how do you retrieve it? If I tell you that Alan Parsons wrote the 1982 instrumental “Sirius” on a brand-new invention that Peter Gabriel was nuts about, a digital synthesizer called the Fairlight CMI, you’d have to be a bit of a prog-rock nerd to care or remember. But if I told you that “Sirius” is better known as the ubiquitous sports walk-on music that was always heard when the Michael Jordan–era Bulls took the court in Chicago, suddenly you have a whole new way to file the information. You have a story. You might have autobiographical memory, sense memory. You have linkage. It will probably make the subject easier to access later. And the next time you learn something new about the Chicago Bulls or stadium music or Peter Gabriel, or possibly even Sirius the binary star, it might get filed away more neatly in the same mental drawer, or one nearby.

Puzzles, on the other hand, generally rely on a more open-ended kind of connection: the ability to make novel, unexpected leaps as you link. It’s lateral thinking—divergent where trivia is convergent. Why did the man say “Thank you” when the bartender pulled a gun on him? What happens once in a minute, twice in a moment, and never in a century? When a crossword clue says “Part of a foot,” is that INCH or HEEL? Factual recall might still matter, but probably not in a way you’ve ever linked those particular facts before.

Convergent versus divergent thinking. Recall versus deduction. Crystallized intelligence versus fluid intelligence. Fast-twitch versus slow-twitch mental muscles. But they’re not mutually exclusive. At a very young age, I imprinted like a duckling on Jeopardy!, which liked to mix trivia with puzzle solving. Two great tastes that taste great together. Another connection.



In 2012, I got an email from an editor at Parade magazine, then a very popular Sunday supplement. (I should probably explain that a Sunday supplement was a weekly newspaper insert. In a few years, I will probably also have to explain at this point in the story what a newspaper was.) They wanted me to write a weekly trivia quiz for their little glossy booklet. Since I’d grown up on Parade, this felt very exciting to me, like a call-up to the Avengers. I’d be right there in newsprint with the Parade galaxy of stars: the high-IQ problem solving of “world’s smartest woman” Marilyn vos Savant, the extremely gentle celebrity gossip of “Walter Scott’s Personality Parade,” the antics of an enormous comic strip dog called Howard Huge.

Parade had a concept for the column, but more importantly they had a name they were very proud of: “Kennections.” I immediately disliked the name, but I liked the format they described! A series of ten trivia questions would be linked by a series of relationships to form a little chain. One answer would be the opposite of the next, or have one letter different, or form an anagram, or something. In the end, the first and last answers would turn out to have some link in common. It was a trivia/pencil puzzle hybrid—two great tastes!—and seemed like an interesting challenge.

(This being 2012, the New York Times was still a decade away from rolling out its own daily “what do they have in common” puzzle, which it calls, and correctly spells, “Connections.” The similarly titled British lateral-thinking quiz show Only Connect, from which the Times basically lifted the format, was a few years old by 2012, but I wouldn’t run across it for another couple years. It’s now one of my favorite things, and highly recommended for Kennections fans.)

But the following month, the editors reported back with a problem: their idea just didn’t fit in the magazine’s layout. Space was at a premium in Parade, even after Howard Huge had been sent to a farm upstate. The “Kennections” (ugh) trivia quiz was planned for a single column of text, and it looked like that was a little too narrow a slot for their flowchart idea.

Off the top of my head, I proposed a simpler alternative. I remembered the puzzles of my childhood that often had an overarching metapuzzle to solve at the end of each round: the Jumble anagram game in the daily paper next to Ziggy, TV game shows like Password Plus and Face the Music. Why not a trivia version? Each quiz would be five trivia questions, and the five answers would share a secret theme. Answer the questions, and then puzzle out the Kennection. See, you could even keep the same name. (I still hated the name.)

I sent them a sample, which appears in this book as quiz 1 on page 2. (With one small change. The editors liked the new concept but felt that my mention of the Beastie Boys song “Sabotage” might be a little edgy for Parade readers, so we swapped in U2 for the fifth question instead.) I got the green light from editorial, and the Beasties-free sample ran as the very first Kennections in the August 12, 2012, issue of Parade. The word “Kennections” still made my teeth feel weird when I saw it in ink on newsprint, but on the plus side, I thought it would make me very hard to replace as their quizmaster! Ken Burns would have to hit a real career downturn.

(One more behind-the-scenes parenthetical: once the bells and whistles had been stripped away for space reasons, the new Kennections format was, I realized, pretty similar to an old Milton Bradley board game called Stage II, which I remembered from its odd 1985 ad campaign starring, of all people, Gene Shalit. Shout-out to Stage II! We had it in our family game closet when I was a kid, but the questions were way too hard for us, so we never played it. I knew that Stage II’s final guess-the-theme fillip was an obvious trivia twist with plenty of puzzle antecedents and that there were a few improvements I could make to the format to make it my own. Luckily Gene Shalit has yet to track me down and kick my ass.)

To my surprise, Kennections was a big hit with Parade’s 70-million-strong audience. Readers seemed to like exactly what I did about trivia/puzzle hybrids: the quick give-and-take of the quiz combined with the slow burn and outside-the-box thinking of the final payoff. A few years later, Parade was bought by a giant media conglomerate that laid off everyone in editorial, but the new owner was kind enough to transfer rights to the “Kennections” name back to me, and it’s run as an online quiz at Mental Floss ever since. Kennections is now over a decade old and has spawned thousands of questions, and I still get angry letters anytime the quiz posts late or someone wants to quibble over a fact. I still cringe a little over the weirdly spelled name, but I can’t think of any job I’ve had over the years that’s as much pure fun as writing Kennections.

Because of the Parade acquisition and various website redesigns over the years, the vast majority of the Kennections canon has been lost to time in the bowels of the internet, and for years I’ve wished those old puzzles were still available to new solvers. So I couldn’t be happier that Scribner was on board for this complete, unabridged compilation of every single puzzle in Kennections history, plus about a hundred new quizzes for completists and masochists of all kinds. The original columns were written as timely quiz-of-the-week material, so I’ve done a fair bit of editing to update all the facts and fix questions that now seem a little too “ripped from the headlines” to have aged well. But if you notice a faint mustiness about some of the earlier quizzes, keep in mind that they’re older than Zoom, TikTok, or Prince George at this point. The serialized nature of Kennections also explains why you might notice some overlapping trivia in this collection. Sure, those similar questions are just 50 pages away from each other for you, the 2020s reader, but they originally appeared years apart!



Being a trivia person breaks your brain. There’s no way around it. Any new information in the world, irrespective of the subject, glistens like gold dust in a mountain stream. Internet rabbit holes beckon seductively. The connections multiply and logarithmically explode. If you’re lucky enough to play with puzzles or trivia professionally (as I guess I do now, assuming “ex–game show contestant” counts as a profession), it’s even worse. You can’t stop thinking about how to make some new fact or link work as a question idea, as a theme or category, as a puzzle concept. They’re everywhere. You’re like Keanu at the end of The Matrix, seeing the secret behind the world, the endless cascade of connections that you never used to notice.

Kennections in particular has done that to me over the years: rewired my brain, tuned me to weird linkages. I can’t order a bagel without wondering if there are five bagel flavors that would work as Kennections answers. (How do you write a trivia question where the answer is “everything”?) Or working out at the gym: Superman is an exercise, but it’s also a comic book. Has the Man of Steel ever been a Kennections answer? (Answer: yes. Three times, apparently.) Crunch is both an exercise and a candy bar. “Bird dog”—isn’t that an exercise? Would anybody remember the old Everly Brothers song of that name? Could I get away with that? It’s always a low-grade hum in the back of my mind: a little obsessive, but I like it.

    Maybe the sheer volume of trivia in this book—five thousand questions, a thousand Kennections—will break your brain as well. It’s not as bad as it sounds! Just like in The Matrix, seeing all the hidden connections in the world leads to secret power. You won’t know kung fu, but you might be better informed, more curious, more creative, more mentally agile. And you can keep playing new Kennections puzzles every week at MentalFloss.com.

I hope you enjoy The Complete Kennections. For the record, I’m very sorry about the name.





HOW TO PLAY KENSTRUCTION

Kennections is a simple trivia puzzle. Answer five trivia questions, then try to figure out the Kennection, the theme that links the five answers. Did you come up with the answers CLUB, CUBAN, REUBEN, MONTE CRISTO, and DAGWOOD? Easy: those are all TYPES OF SANDWICH. What about PORK, JOKES, CIGARETTES, RIFLES, and MAGIC MIKE XXL? You might have to think outside the box. Those are all THINGS WITH BUTTS.

Anything goes, so be on your toes. Themes might range from the commonplace (ALL FOUND ON A FARM, FAMOUS PEOPLE NAMED RAY) to the fairly academic (MINIMALIST COMPOSERS) to far-flung corners of pop culture (G.I. JOE ACTION FIGURES).

    You’ll notice the helpful hangman-style blanks to the sides of the questions, for solvers who like an old-fashioned pencil experience. (The blanks indicate word length and word count; punctuation is disregarded.) This is how Kennections used to run on MentalFloss.com for a few years when the quiz wasn’t interactive online, for boring technical reasons. Those who don’t like to write in their books, or purists looking for a somewhat tougher solve, can choose to cover up the blanks with the handy “Kencealer” on the book’s cover flaps. Now it’s a straight trivia quiz, like trying to puzzle through a Jeopardy! category or Trivial Pursuit card. This is how the column ran in Parade and on Parade.com from 2012 to 2014.

You can keep score any way you like, or not at all. Generally, the five answers will point more and more obviously to the Kennection as you go, so you might want to test yourself by seeing how quickly you can guess the theme, instead of waiting until the end. But don’t worry if you figure out a Kennection without knowing all five of the trivia answers—in fact, you should take pride in solving the puzzle with fewer clues. Kengratulations! It can also be fun to go back and tackle the unsolved trivia questions once you know the theme. You might find them a little easier now.

Answers are at the back of the book, of course, and themes are given at the bottom of the page below the five trivia answers, so you’ll get a second shot at guessing the Kennection even if you needed help with some of the answers.

Enjoy!





QUIZZES 1 TO 1,000 KENNECTIONS
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	1. Which is the oldest of the six weapons in the board game Clue, dating back to prehistoric times in essentially its current form? 
____


	2. What crystal is the November birthstone when it’s orange, and the state gem of Texas when it’s blue? 
_____


	3. What English first name did Pocahontas adopt in 1616, in honor of a mother of twins from the Bible? 
_______


	4. Which Aristophanes comedy is also a nickname for a Baltimore baseball team and a Philadelphia NFL team? 
___ _____


	5. U2 named its 2005 tour for what hit single, which begins with Bono counting off “Uno, dos, tres, catorce!” in confused Spanish? 
_______
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	1. What sports distinction was most recently won among baseball batters by Miguel Cabrera and among horses by Justify? 
______ _____


	2. What 2005 comedy, in which Will Smith plays a Manhattan “date doctor,” was originally called The Last First Kiss? 
_____


	3. Due to anti-German sentiment during World War I, the British royal family changed its name from “Saxe-Coburg and Gotha” to what? 
_______


	4. What did everyone call Daisy Moses, played by Irene Ryan, on TV’s The Beverly Hillbillies? 
______


	5. In geometry, if a rhombus has a right angle, what kind of shape must it be? 
______
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	1. What kind of possession was King Arthur’s Excalibur or Beowulf’s Hrunting? 
_____


	2. What precious element is the most ductile metal, since just one ounce of it can be drawn into a 50-mile-long wire? 
____


	3. In what 2007 film did Elliot Page play a spunky high school junior whom friends call “the cautionary whale”? 
____


	4. What’s the only US state whose capital has a three-word name? 
____


	5. Financier Warren Buffett is often called the “Oracle of” what Midwestern city? 
_____
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	1. What actor’s sitcom catchphrases included “Suit up!” and “Legen—wait for it—dary”? 
____ _______ ______


	2. What singer received 11 standing ovations during the final show of her first Caesars Palace residency, on December 15, 2007? 
______ ____


	3. What writer’s shortest play is The Comedy of Errors, clocking in at a mere 1,787 lines? 
_______ ___________


	4. Who is the only US president to have earned an MBA? 
______ _ ____


	5. What movie star tried out an uncertain Irish accent twice in 1996, when she starred in Michael Collins and Mary Reilly? 
_____ _______
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	1. What kind of business did Albert, August, Otto, Alfred, and Charles Ringling found in 1882? 
_ ______


	2. William Howard Taft, the largest US president, famously installed in the White House what custom-made item measuring seven by five feet? 
_ _______


	3. Citius, Altius, Fortius—meaning “Faster, higher, stronger”—is the motto of what sporting competition? 
___ _______ _____


	4. Titan, the second largest moon in our solar system, orbits what second largest planet in our solar system? 
______


	5. What literary hero outwits the dragon Smaug and later disappears from Bag End on his eleventy-first birthday? 
_____ _______
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	1. Roxy Music named a 1982 album for what mythical island, where King Arthur is said to have been buried? 
______


	2. What tree genus includes the massive coast redwoods of California and Oregon? 
_______


	3. In which of Earth’s biomes is the subsoil frozen as permafrost year-round? 
______


	4. Galloping Gertie was a famed suspension bridge that collapsed in 1940 in what second largest city on Washington’s Puget Sound? 
______


	5. There can be only one—or two, since Henry Cavill was cast to play Connor MacLeod in the remake of what movie? 
__________
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	1. What Los Angeles County medical examiner did Jack Klugman play for eight seasons on NBC? 
______


	2. According to divorce attorneys, more marriages break up in which month of the year than any other? 
_______


	3. Two-thirds of what US state’s 92 counties are drained by the Wabash River? 
_______


	4. Albino Luciani, one of the shortest-reigning popes in history, and Karol Wojtyla, one of the longest serving, shared what papal name? 
____ ____


	5. Which founding member of Mötley Crüe has been married to both Heather Locklear and Pamela Anderson? 
_____ ___
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	1. Which Lewis Carroll character is drawn wearing a label reading “In this Style 10/6”? 
___ ___ ______


	2. At the end of the 1939 film The Wizard of Oz, whom does Dorothy tell, “I think I’m going to miss you most of all”? 
_________


	3. “Leaves of three, let it be” is a reminder about what plant that produces a natural irritant called urushiol? 
______ ___


	4. What kind of bird is the mascot for the Linux computer operating system as well as for Sidney Crosby’s NHL team? 
_______


	5. What playing card was first introduced to decks in the 1860s as the top trump in the game of euchre? 
_____
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	1. In the Bible, what best friend of David is nearly speared to death by his own father, the unstable King Saul? 
________


	2. What word did Louis Armstrong reportedly define by saying, “If you gotta ask, you’ll never know”? 
____


	3. What’s the last name of the Hollywood family whose members have starred on TV’s 30 Rock, Dirty Sexy Money, Homicide, and The Young Riders? 
_______


	4. What gin-and-egg-white cocktail gets its distinctive color from a few dashes of grenadine? 
____ ____


	5. What active volcano is the highest point on the island of Honshu? 
____
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	1. Hikaru is the little-used first name of which Star Trek crew member? 
____


	2. The S in Captain Marvel’s magic word “Shazam” stands for the wisdom of what biblical figure? 
_______


	3. The overall leader in the Tour de France always wears a special jersey of what color? 
______


	4. Divers know that staghorn, pillar, lettuce, and brain are all types of what undersea organism? 
_____


	5. What two brown-colored avenues are the cheapest properties on a standard Monopoly board? 
______ ___ _____________
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	1. What rank of English nobility is higher than a viscount or baron, but lower than a duke or marquess? 
____


	2. What was both the first and last name of Tim Taylor’s next-door neighbor on Home Improvement? 
______


	3. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, more words begin with what letter of the alphabet than any other? 
_


	4. What longtime king of Jordan was succeeded when he died in February 1999 by his son Abdullah II? 
_______


	5. What did Zelda Sayre’s last name become when she married one of America’s most promising young novelists in April 1920? 
__________
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	1. The Cheech & Chong movie Still Smokin’ is set, appropriately enough, in what European capital? 
_________


	2. What was the first battle of the American Revolution, which began hours before the skirmish at Concord’s North Bridge? 
_________


	3. The University of Wisconsin’s Badgers play their home games in what city? 
_______


	4. What does the P stand for on the shifter in an automatic transmission car? 
____


	5. Wood is the traditional gift given on which wedding anniversary? 
_____
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	1. In 1976, eight years before her Private Dancer comeback, what singer fled her husband with only 36 cents and a Mobil credit card to her name? 
____ ______


	2. What English rock group sang 1997’s “Electric Barbarella,” a tribute to the movie whose villain inspired the band’s name? 
_____ _____


	3. What singer has said that the mysterious subject of her biggest hit is not Mick Jagger or her ex-husband James Taylor? 
_____ _____


	4. What band recorded its most successful album, Band on the Run, literally on the run—in Lagos, Nigeria, and without two of its members? 
____ _________ ___ _____


	5. Adkins is the last name of what London-born “Easy on Me” singer-songwriter? 
_____
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	1. In Roman myth, what god of desire fell in love with a mortal girl named Psyche? 
_____


	2. A male fox is called a dog, a tod, or a reynard. What’s a female fox called? 
_____


	3. What kind of astronomical object was Kohoutek, which made a disappointing appearance in the night skies of 1973? 
_____


	4. The Sierra Nevada pass near the town of Truckee, California, shares what name with a “Party” tragically trapped there in winter 1846? 
______


	5. In honor of his stepfather, what did the R stand for in Gerald R. Ford’s name? 
_______
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	1. In what musical’s title tune does a singer with “little-town blues” dream of being “king of the hill, head of the list, cream of the crop”? 
___ ____ ___ ____


	2. What classic novel begins when Jim Hawkins sees a mysterious blind man deliver the dreaded “black spot” to Billy Bones? 
________ ______


	3. What large bird gets its distinctive color from the carotenoid proteins in the plankton it eats? 
________


	4. What mythical object did Sir Bedivere return to the Lady of the Lake at the request of its dying owner? 
_________


	5. What orange juice brand owns the naming rights to the Tampa Bay Rays’ Florida ballpark? 
_________




[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





16


	1. White dwarfs, red giants, and blue stragglers are all types of what? 
_____


	2. What animals’ name is also used for the local smugglers who help immigrants across the US–Mexico border? 
_______


	3. Fulgurites are hollow glass tubes found in deserts and on beaches and formed by what phenomenon? 
_________


	4. Composer W. C. Handy, who studied the rural music of the Mississippi delta, has been called the “Father of” what musical genre? 
___ _____


	5. What are the names of the two warring street gangs in the musical West Side Story? 
___ ____ ___ ___ ______
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	1. What’s the current name of the island south of India that was once called Serendip, giving us the word “serendipity”? 
___ _____


	2. In 1962, a UN trust territory in East Africa was divided into two small independent nations: Rwanda and what neighbor to its south? 
_______


	3. To what South American nation do the title characters flee in the third act of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid? 
_______


	4. In what modern-day country were Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Van Gogh all born? 
___ ___________


	5. What country hosted the vuvuzela-infested 2010 soccer World Cup? 
_____ ______
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	1. Henry Günther Ademola Dashtu Samuel and Johan Riley Fyodor Taiwo Samuel are Heidi Klum’s two sons from her marriage to what singer? 
____


	2. For almost four thousand years, the world’s tallest structure was one of what kind of monument, built to Khufu at Giza? 
_ _______


	3. How many Canadian provinces border the Great Lakes? 
___


	4. What kind of animal is Sam, the self-appointed moral authority of TV’s The Muppet Show? 
__ _____


	5. Who was the only US president inaugurated in two different cities, neither of them Washington? 
______ __________
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	1. In 2010, the Christian Science Monitor eulogized what actor with the headline “Shirley, he will be missed”? 
______ _______


	2. Who bellowed, “Tonight we dine in hell!” when he played King Leonidas in the film 300? 
______ ______


	3. What actor, who died in 2015 at age 93, was the only cast member in the Lord of the Rings films who had actually met J. R. R. Tolkien? 
___________ ___


	4. What colorful British actor played Harry Potter’s godfather, Sirius Black, and directed a 2012 music video for musician Jack White? 
____ ______


	5. Martin Landau won an Oscar for playing what aging horror star in the 1994 film Ed Wood? 
____ ______
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	1. In 1988, Curtis Strange became the first person to win $1 million in a single season playing what sport? 
____


	2. What month is celebrated every year with a mustache-growing movement for men’s health as well as National Novel Writing Month? 
________


	3. What new Argentine dance was condemned by the Vatican in 1913 as “offensive to the purity of every right-minded person”? 
_____


	4. Shaka was the first king of what African empire that clashed with the British in 1879? 
____


	5. What was the name of Alan Harper’s hard-living brother on TV’s Two and a Half Men? 
_______
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	1. According to the Troggs’ biggest hit, who makes their “heart sing” and “everything groovy”? 
____ _____


	2. On March 16, 1926, scientist Robert Goddard successfully tried out “Nell,” the world’s first liquid-fueled what? 
______


	3. The Economist magazine publishes an annual index comparing different currencies’ purchasing power in terms of what fast-food item? 
___ ___


	4. The world’s largest freshwater fish is the “Mekong giant” species of what fish named for its eight prominent barbels? 
_______


	5. In what 1995 film does James Cromwell say, “That’ll do, pig” to the sheep-herding title character? 
____
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	1. What name have the nations of Namibia, Taiwan, Jamaica, and Australia borrowed for each of their currencies? 
______


	2. What does the letter N stand for in NASA and NAACP? 
________


	3. The San Antonio de Valero mission, site of an 1836 battle, is better known by what Spanish word for the cottonwood trees nearby? 
_____


	4. What TV show’s 2001 debut, set exactly 150 years in the future, introduced starship captain Jonathan Archer, played by Scott Bakula? 
__________


	5. Radio frequencies are measured in what unit, the last name of the German scientist who discovered radio waves? 
_____
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	1. Which of the original Three Stooges was not one of the Howard brothers but performed using the surname Fine? 
_____


	2. What 12th-century king was the only English ruler from the House of Blois? 
_______


	3. What steel pellet measuring 7/40 inch in diameter was the ammunition in the famous Daisy Red Ryder air rifles? 
__


	4. What 1983 Michael Jackson hit single did producer Quincy Jones lobby to rename “Not My Lover”? 
______ ____


	5. In 1525, what German religious reformer married an ex-nun whom he’d smuggled out of a convent in a herring barrel? 
______ ______
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	1. What monuments tower above New York’s Washington Square, Paris’s Place Charles de Gaulle, and St. Louis’s Jefferson National Expansion Memorial? 
______


	2. What’s the tallest species of cactus, which can reach heights up to 78 feet? 
_______


	3. The most widely distributed anti-Semitic text in history is a fraudulent pamphlet called The Protocols of the Elders of what symbolic place? 
____


	4. What nickname for Yucca brevifolia inspired the U2 album that produced both the band’s #1 hit singles? 
______ ____


	5. What Kevin Kline–Danny Glover movie was advertised with the tagline “In the 1980s, director Lawrence Kasdan brought you The Big Chill. Welcome to the ’90s”? 
_____ ______
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	1. Who died on Saint Helena in 1821 after uttering the final words, “France, army, head of the army, Josephine”? 
________ _________


	2. What former postmaster general was brought to Hollywood in 1922 to “clean up the movie industry” via censorship? 
____ ____


	3. What Babylonian king is famous for inscribing his nation’s 282 laws on a seven-foot-tall block of stone? 
_________


	4. Who painted his famous Last Supper in the dining hall of a Milanese monastery in 1498? 
________ __ _____


	5. Who tapped out the message “What hath God wrought?” to demonstrate the first telegraph line in 1844? 
______ _____
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	1. What word famously appears on Mount Lee in the Santa Monica Mountains as a remnant of a 1923 advertisement? 
_________


	2. What legendary wizard met his doom because of his obsession with the lady Nimue? 
______


	3. What kind of bird is the nene, the state bird of Hawaii? 
_____


	4. What nickname was shared by cool-headed athletes like NBA All-Star George Gervin and tennis legend Björn Borg? 
______


	5. On what TV Western did Roger Moore succeed James Garner, playing one of the title card sharp brothers? 
________
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	1. New York City’s first ticker tape parade was a spontaneous party held in October 1886 to celebrate the dedication of what landmark? 
___ ______ __ _______


	2. By far, the hardest part of the human body is the outer layer of what? 
_____


	3. By what nickname do we know comic book character Forsythe P. Jones, the burger-loving clown of Riverdale High? 
_______


	4. In 1944, what company adopted its famous slogan, “When you care enough to send the very best”? 
________ _____


	5. What are the only two chess pieces that can move to any of all their eight adjacent squares in a single move? 
____ ___ _____
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	1. What’s the name of the bespectacled tuna on the StarKist label? 
_______


	2. Which face card is “one-eyed” in the suits of spades and hearts? 
____


	3. What 2007 adaptation of a children’s book was Martin Scorsese’s only movie of the era not to star Leonardo DiCaprio? 
____


	4. What’s the last name of the orphaned half brothers Tom and Sid, raised by their aunt Polly in a classic 1876 novel? 
______


	5. What philosopher, an influence on the American Founding Fathers, wrote that the human mind was a tabula rasa, or “blank slate,” at birth? 
____ _____
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	1. What color are both the letter g’s in the Google logo? 
____


	2. Author Lewis Carroll was born in what English county, whose cats he later made famous? 
________


	3. What was the married name of both Alexis and Fallon Carrington on the TV soap Dynasty? 
_____


	4. What supergroup formed in 1966 when Eric Clapton met Jack Bruce and Ginger Baker, two members of a British jazz quintet? 
_____


	5. What nationality is retired tennis legend Roger Federer? 
_____
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	1. Elizabeth Taylor’s 2010 perfume was named for her famous eyes of what color? 
______


	2. Until 1788, eastern Tennessee was part of what proposed state, named for a famous diplomat and scientist? 
________


	3. A Beatles song inspired the name of what famous female fossil skeleton, discovered in Ethiopia in 1974? 
____


	4. Despite its name, what “Music and Art Fair” was actually held in Bethel, New York, on Max Yasgur’s dairy farm? 
_________


	5. What kind of candy did Peter Paul sell under the brand name York beginning in 1972? 
__________ _____
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	1. What did Grover Cleveland name his oldest daughter, later immortalized by a candy bar manufacturer? 
____


	2. Who traditionally wear black robes in the US except in Maryland, where the highest of their rank wear fancy red ones with white collars? 
______


	3. According to Three Dog Night, what bullfrog “was a good friend of mine”? 
________


	4. The fictitious California Institute of Science was often a setting for what CBS math-meets-crime procedural? 
_______


	5. Sonic the Hedgehog was originally released for what 1989 Sega video game console, called Mega Drive overseas? 
_______
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	1. According to Maria von Trapp in the famous musical, what “are alive with the sound of music”? 
___ _____


	2. In what 1999 romantic comedy does Chris O’Donnell learn he’ll inherit $100 million if he marries Renée Zellweger within 27 hours? 
___ ________


	3. In honor of their remarkable pipes, what nickname was given to both Frank Sinatra and Whitney Houston? 
___ _____


	4. In the famous last line of George Orwell’s 1984, the protagonist comes to love what nameless dictator? 
___ _______


	5. What band had its only #1 hit when Sylvester Stallone asked them to write the anthem “Eye of the Tiger” for Rocky III? 
________
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	1. After the 1796 Battle of Lodi, Napoleon’s troops nicknamed him “the Little” officer of what rank? 
________


	2. As of 2024, the average American household owed $7,951 on what forms of payment? 
______ _____


	3. What employees did the National Football League lock out after contract negotiations broke down in 2012? 
________


	4. By federal law, what should never be displayed upside down “except as a signal of dire distress”? 
___ ________ ____


	5. What kind of animal is Marty, voiced by Chris Rock in the Madagascar movies? 
_____
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	1. Despite its deadly reputation, what spider with a red hourglass-shaped mark on its belly hasn’t been the confirmed cause of a US fatality in decades? 
_____ _____


	2. What term for an Iowa native originated with the 1839 renaming of a Burlington newspaper? 
_______


	3. What nickname for an athlete of remarkable resilience and career longevity was first used for pitcher Joe McGinnity, who worked in a foundry? 
____ ___


	4. In mythology, what god is destined to kill the Midgard Serpent during Ragnarok? 
____


	5. Because of the stars and stripes on his chopper, helmet, and jacket, what’s Peter Fonda’s biker name in the movie Easy Rider? 
_______ _______
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	1. Which of the five senses is impaired by macular degeneration? 
_____


	2. Which John Grisham novel is named for the place in a Mississippi prison where Sam Cayhall has been sentenced to die? 
___ _______


	3. What tool represented industrial labor on the flag of the old Soviet Union? 
______


	4. The NFL record for what type of score is two in one game, set by the Rams’ Fred Dryer on October 21, 1973? 
______


	5. Upon his 1965 death, what palomino horse was stuffed and put on display at the Roy Rogers and Dale Evans Museum? 
_______
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	1. Eddie Murphy was attached to play the long-lost brother of Arnold Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito in a never-made sequel to what 1988 hit? 
_____


	2. What seafood is imitated by Japanese kanikama, artificially colored sticks of a whitefish paste called surimi? 
____


	3. What’s the three-letter acronym for the kind of volatile storage that makes up your computer’s main memory? 
___


	4. What animated spy spoof on the FX Network concerns a secret agent code-named Duchess? 
______


	5. The blindfolded figure of Justice on the US Supreme Court Plaza is cradling what object in her arms? 
______
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	1. How many syllables are there in a Japanese haiku? 
_________


	2. What French phrase was popularized in this country by TV chef Julia Child, who made it her trademark sign-off? 
___ _______


	3. Which blood type, especially when Rh-negative, is considered the universal donor? 
_


	4. An atmospheric phenomenon called the green flash can sometimes be seen immediately after what time of day? 
______


	5. In what 1990 song did Madonna describe the title dance style as letting “your body move to the music”? 
_____
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	1. Beethoven’s Eroica was his third and Haydn’s Surprise was his 94th (!) of what type of composition? 
________


	2. What county is home to Las Vegas, Nevada—but, unlike the ones in Missouri and Washington, is not named for the famous Western explorer of the same name? 
_____


	3. On August 6, 2012, the Curiosity rover touched down where, at a spot NASA called Bradbury Landing? 
____


	4. What’s the feline name of the “Klub” where Liza Minnelli performs in the movie Cabaret? 
___ ___


	5. The fourth chapter of what classic novel is titled “The Shoulder of Athos, the Baldric of Porthos and the Handkerchief of Aramis”? 
___ _____ __________
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	1. The French Open is the only Grand Slam tennis event played on what court surface? 
____


	2. My book Maphead is filed under 912 (“atlases, maps, charts & plans”) according to what library “Decimal Classification” system? 
_____


	3. What name did the media give to the humpback whale that became famous for getting trapped in San Francisco Bay twice, in 1985 and 1990? 
________


	4. What company’s Oahu pineapple plantation is home to the three-acre maze that Guinness named the world’s largest in 2008? 
____


	5. The dog breed called a blue terrier is named for which county of Ireland? 
_____
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	1. In the title of a 1981 album, AC/DC salutes all those who are about to do what? 
____


	2. According to the FBI, more bank robberies occur on what day of the week than any other? 
______


	3. What 16-inch curved tube used by divers takes its name from a breathing apparatus on old German submarines? 
_______


	4. Prince Andrew holds the dukedom named for what northern English city? 
____


	5. What is the world’s most traded spice, accounting for about 20 percent of the entire world spice market? 
______
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