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Chapter One

Tony Trebelli was the biggest liar ever. He lied to his parents. He lied to the teachers. He lied to all the other kids. If you asked Tony Trebelli what his name was, he would tell you it was Steve. If you asked him to point upwards, he would point down. And if you asked him what colour his underpants were, he’d tell you they were black.
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Now, everyone knew for a fact that Tony only ever wore ordinary white pants. Everyone had seen Tony Trebelli’s plain white pants. He lived next door to the school, and they were out there every day on the washing line, blowing in the wind.

Tony Trebelli’s pants were the kind that come in sensibly-sized packets of eight, bought from a very sensible shop. There was no funny business with pants like those. There was no funny business with pants at all, until someone sent Tony a special pair.

The new pants were not plain or white. They were bright yellow with shiny black spots. They didn’t come from a sensible shop either. Tony’s new pants had a handwritten label on them, which said Truly Pants Design: Lovely Leopard.

Tony was very proud of his new pants – so proud, he took them to school and showed them round.
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“My great-gran made them for me,” he said.

“They look like designer pants,” said Narinder.

“Don’t you know, my great-gran is the most famous pants-designer in the world,” Tony said. “You must have heard of Calvina Klein?”

Everyone was convinced. Well, they were very nice pants.

“I’m going to wear them tomorrow,” Tony said. “In fact, I’m never going to wear ordinary pants again.”
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Chapter Two

The next day, Tony wore his Lovely Leopard pants to school. He made sure everyone knew he was wearing them. Not only did he tell anyone he could persuade to stand still for five seconds about his designer pants, he was even wearing extra baggy trousers, so that the top of his pants gleamed over the waistband.
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All the children crowded round Tony Trebelli, trying to get a better look at his new underwear.

“Nice pants, Trebelli!” shouted Joe Buxton.

“Will your great-gran make me a pair?” asked Adam Yates.

Tony was the centre of attention, and he was loving it. “Get your orders in now, man,” he said. “These pants are HOT!”

Suddenly the crowd went silent. All the kids who had been crowding round Tony Trebelli, fell back. Mrs McMahon had come out of the staff room to see what all the fuss was about. Mrs McMahon was no taller than the tallest boy in Year Six, but she was the loudest, angriest, scariest teacher of all.
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“Tony Trebelli,” shouted Mrs McMahon. “Put your pants away and tuck your shirt in. You are putting me off my tea and biscuits.” “I can’t, Miss,” Tony said. “The doctor says I mustn’t. He thinks I might have a fatal disease that needs me to get air to my skin.”

Every eye in the playground was fixed on those pants. They glinted in the sun.

“Until your doctor writes me a note explaining why you need to expose your underwear, you will tuck your shirt in!” Mrs McMahon said.

“But he already wrote a note, Miss,” Tony said. “You read it last week.”

The whole class gasped. It was such a big lie. How was Tony going to get away with it?
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Then something strange happened to Tony’s pants. Sparks seemed to be shooting off them.
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Mrs McMahon’s eyes glazed over. She looked pretty vacant. “Yes,” she said. “I remember now. Please don’t tuck in your shirt, Tony.” Then she was back to normal, as if nothing had happened.
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All the children were staring at Tony’s pants. They looked like ordinary, innocent pants. But those pants had just hypnotised Mrs McMahon!

“Move along,” Mrs McMahon barked. “Haven’t you all got classrooms to go to?” And off she went, swigging her tea and munching on a biscuit as if nothing had happened.
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“Cool pants!” Adam said. “Can I borrow them?”

But nothing was going to separate Tony Trebelli from his pants now.
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Chapter Three

Tony’s teacher was Miss Miller. She was the nicest teacher in the school. She didn’t mind if her pupils were late. She didn’t mind if they talked during the lessons. She didn’t even notice that Tony Trebelli was showing off his pants. Even if she had, she wouldn’t have minded … until the trouble started.
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“Homework, everybody,” Miss Miller called. “Please come up and put it on my desk.”

One by one, all the children in 5M trailed up to the front and left their homework in a neat pile. All except Tony Trebelli. He stayed right in his chair.
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“Tony, haven’t you done your homework?” Miss Miller asked.

“No …” said Tony.

“But, why not?” asked Miss Miller.

“I couldn’t,” Tony said.
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“And why not?” asked Miss Miller. She was turning a little pink. Even Miss Miller ran out of patience sometimes.
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“I’m allergic to paper,” Tony said. “I tried to do my homework, but my eyes ran so much that all my sums were washed away.”

Miss Miller didn’t look too impressed.

“You’re allergic to paper?” she asked.
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“Yes,” Tony said. “I tried to write the answers on banana skins, but it just didn’t work.”
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The whole class gasped. Even Miss Miller wouldn’t let Tony get away with such a whopping lie. Would she?

Sparks began to shoot off Tony’s pants. There was a faint smell of burning. Tony wriggled in his chair.
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Miss Miller’s eyes
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