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Dedication
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My mentor, Jack Boggs, first introduced me to Proverbs as a very young man.  I have read it for over 50 years now.

Mr. Richard Maton modeled to me the wisdom and truth of Proverbs.  I watched him for almost 40 years and saw a real man after God's own heart.

Dedicated to these two and so many others who poured their lives into mine to make me who I am.

Thank you.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


The book of Proverbs has been a foundational book of instruction in my life.  So jam-packed full of Truth, right living principles, how to treat others and live life in this world well.  When I have followed these precepts, my life has gone well.  When I have not followed them and gone my own way, life has been quite difficult.

I share snippets of this grand book.  I write a paraphrase of some verses in each chapter, then add my commentary in italics.  This is not a definitive and comprehensive book on Proverbs; it is only my view of some verses at this stage in my life.

Trying to be one beggar who has found some Bread and sharing it with other beggars.

Take this book as a foundation of Truth so you can then read the entire book with more of an understanding and openness to all the mighty Truth for Life, Living, Family, Business, Fear of God, Listening to Wisdom and Insight, and having each part of your life on a solid God inspired foundation.

And Solomon became king at the death of his father, David.  Mighty big and godly shoes to fill.  Solomon had watched his father reign, help others, make mistakes, and seek his God each day.  Solomon began his reign well as he built the Temple his father had so deeply desired to build.  

Solomon knew he needed more of God than his father had needed.  The nation was growing, issues, problems, diplomacy, political issues were growing.  He went to a sacred place and sought God.  

God came to the young king.  

God asked, “What can I give to you?  Ask.”

Wow!  The Almighty of the Universes tells us we can ask for anything (better then the genie and three wishes!).  Solomon had so much.  His father had left him wealthy, with good leadership, a wonderful mother (Bathsheba), a solid foundation of people to grow from.  

Solomon said, 'Give me a listening heart so I can lead Your people well, discerning the difference between good and evil.  For who can lead such a people on their own?”

And God was so deeply delighted in the man's response.  So many would have asked for long life, riches, destruction of enemies, “stuff”; but this man asked for the “ability to lead and govern well”.  God gave Solomon exactly and precisely what he asked for AND all the other things as well.  “And if you stay on course, keeping your eyes on the life map and the God signs as your father David did, I will also give you a long life.”

And the might and wisdom of Solomon grew and all peoples saw this wisdom.  He was known as the wisest man on the earth.  Many came for advice, help and direction.

And through this life of learning, knowing and wisdom, he wrote a book, The Proverbs of Solomon.  A book jam packed full of wisdom, life map and God signs so a man can follow and lead a path of staying on course with God and His Ways.

And so this book is on this book of Proverbs.  We shall not cover every saying or thought.  We shall look at some and find the life map, life course, God signs in this book to help all men who seek God to find Him, His Ways, His Path and also discover God in new, deeper, unique ways.  To find the God of eternity that has been so lost and covered up in the modern church.

His ways and Path are not difficult to find and walk upon.  What is difficult is that His Path and Ways are so different and varied from the expectations and leading of culture, family, and even religion.  So we must daily choose to follow and obey God or these other things.
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These are written so we can know how to live well and right.  The foundation of the book are these words.  These will help you to understand life and where life is going.  This is a manual for living.

If you know these words, thoughts, ideas, Truths; you can walk carefully, confidently, well and right; keeping from many life mistakes and have a clearer, open Path to eternity and life with God while here on earth.

Knowing God; having growing, active relationship with Him is THE key to life, purpose, focus and walking right in this life.  All other paths lead to darkness, unwise decisions and directions.

To know God, to “fear” God is to desire so much to please Him, know Him and have deep, close relationship with Him that you desire to do nothing to hurt, hinder, displease Him or change direction away from Him.  THIS is the way on the Path of God as explained in this book.

These teach what is right, just, fair in life.  There are no gray areas as we follow these precepts written in this book.  Very clear words right and wrong.  Good and bad.  These will allow young people who do not yet have a solid foundation a grasp on reality and Truth (and not falsehoods and fake dreams, influencers, glittery things and bubbles with no substance) .  For the seasoned men and women, they reinforce and re-teach truths they learned earlier in life.  

We begin always, with God.  

We acknowledge that God is Almighty, Creator, The foundation of all right and wrong.  He has set Laws, Rules, Regulations (might be different from the culture, religion and family ideas).  We acknowledge Him and bow to His Rules.  We seek with our heart, mind, soul and spirit to hear His ways and follow them.

To follow God is to realize that what we have been taught, what we “know”, what we hold truth as citizens and active livers in this world; are so many times at odds with the Path, Wisdom and Truth of God Himself.  Sometimes it takes time to come to terms with this difference but if our hearts are towards God, He will slowly and determinedly move us away from these areas of falsehood and lies and towards Himself.  Our task is to desire only Him and to focus on Him; a “long road in the same direction”.

We learn much from our father and mother, we must not forget these things.  Some have not had parents who taught them, so we need mentors, these words of this book, and God Himself to teach and train us to become good men and women before God; and thus before our own people, families, and communities.

Do not throw away or toss in the garbage what your parents have taught you.  Wear these truths proudly as glittering rings and badges, not hiding them.  

Our parents, the older ones in our lives can have much wisdom and truth in their lives to share with us.  Good parents share what is real and true and also pray so very much for their children throughout all their years (to the dying days of the parents).  We must not disdain or toss out these truths and teachings.  God desires us to listen, honor their words (sometimes not always follow, but at least listen and be open with a good, loving heart).  This is honoring one's parents.  We are to honor them to through their lives.  They are our parents.  And indeed, that commandment is the only commandment with a promise that we, the children, would have a good long life IF we honor these parents.

There are always people who seek to hurt, destroy, ruin others.  And they want you to join (either physically, give support, not help but stand on the side lines, or ignore) them as they trash and destroy others either physically, online, emotionally, spiritually.  They can try to grab all they can get, but their hearts and souls are bottomless pits of darkness, never full.

But, Lady Wisdom (Jesus) stands in the streets, in the market place, before all mankind.  She declares that all are simpletons without her.  She is ready to pour out the very Spirit of God to all and share all she knows of wisdom and life.  She calls, but most men and women turn a deaf ear.  She reaches out, but they pull away and ignore her.

And one day when the roof falls in, and their whole




d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Thoughts on
The Book of Proverbs

Stefan Allen





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





