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I was back home working in Lemon Tree.  I had been working as a paralegal with a large personal injury firm in downtown Nashville.  I joked with my friends that I would like my job if it weren’t for the attorneys and clients.  Seriously, though, I liked everyone at the firm and most of the clients were great.  I had the best boss, too.  Colby Shaw was a highly respected attorney, also from Lemon Tree.  So, he surprised me one day.

“Jules, can you come in here for a minute?”

“Sure, Colby.”

I walked into his office.  “You might want to shut the door.”

I did as he asked.  This didn’t sound good.  “Am I in trouble?”

“Oh, no, of course not.  Sorry.  I just haven’t told anyone else here yet.  Jules, I’m going to set up shop in Lemon Tree.  While there are a few personal injury firms in town, I think Lemon Tree can handle one more.

“Wow.  That’s so...unexpected.  I’ll miss you, but congratulations!”

“Here’s the other thing.  I want you to go with me.  Be my paralegal at the new firm.  Salary will stay the same for now, and you’ll still have health insurance, but it will be a shorter drive for you, if you decide to come.”

I didn’t have to think about it.  “Thank you for asking, Colby, I would be delighted.”

“Cheryl’s been asking me to think about it, especially as we start our family.  I finally decided it would be a good idea.”

He and his wife Cheryl had recently gotten married in a small ceremony, where I was one of the guests.

He smiled, and then he sighed.  “Now to go tell the partners and everyone else.  If you don’t mind, keep this under your hat until everyone knows.  Okay?”

“No problem.  My lips are sealed.”

I let myself out of his office.  Wow, what news!  I’d have to share with my friends in the next couple of days.  That should give Colby enough time to let everyone at work know his plans.

Work went on as usual.  Colby finished his meeting with the partners and came back smiling.

“Good news?”

“They were really nice.  Said they were sorry to lose me, but they wished me well.  Can’t ask for more than that.”

“That’s true.”

“So, the rumor mill has already started.  Just be prepared for questions.”

“I’m sure.”  Sure enough, I fielded questions from the legal secretaries, legal assistants, and other paralegals, besides everyone else who worked there.  I wouldn’t miss the gossip aspect of working for a large firm.

Two weeks passed by quickly.  Before I knew it, Colby and I were moving into an old historical house on Lemon Tree’s Main Street.  I didn’t bother asking how much it cost to buy the place, but it must have been a pretty penny.  He had plans to have at least two more attorneys working with him, eventually.  Cheryl’s legal secretary, Ellen, recommended her daughter as our legal secretary.  We hired Jenny right away.

Pretty soon, we had our first client.  A sweet older lady, Mrs. Henderson, had been injured in a car wreck, involving a distracted driver looking at their cell phone.  She was lucky to be alive.  Her grandson Marcus brought her to her appointments.  I wondered what he did for a living.  Maybe he worked nights or worked 12-hour days, like a nurse.

He was really good looking.  Average height, medium build, blond hair and brown eyes.  He could have held his own against any celebrity out there.

Marcus was also like his grandma, really nice.  I looked for a wedding ring, but nowadays that didn’t mean anything.  I didn’t like to wear a lot of rings, myself, just the sapphire and diamond ring I wore on my right ring finger my parents gave me for graduating college.

As we worked on their case, I looked forward to seeing the duo every time they came in for an appointment.  Mrs. Henderson didn’t need to come in as frequently as she did, but I had the impression that she got lonely.

“Hello, Jules,” Mrs. Henderson said, when Marcus wheeled her into my office.

“Good morning.  Good to see you both!”

“Good to see you, too,” Marcus replied in his deep voice.  I almost started daydreaming right then and there, but I shook myself out of it.

“Colby should be right with you both,” I told them.  “He’s meeting a client.”

“We’re not in a hurry,” Mrs. Henderson said.  “It’s always nice to spend time with you, dear.”

“That’s sweet.  I enjoy spending time with you, too, Mrs. Henderson.”

“Call me Mimi.  That’s what everyone calls me, including this rascal.”

I noticed that Marcus’s cheeks reddened.  “Okay, Mimi, it is.”

“So, Jules, do you have a boyfriend?” Mimi asked.

“Sadly, no.”  I wanted to sigh, but refrained.

Mimi turned to look at Marcus.  “See?  I told you she was single.”

His cheeks turned even redder.  Probably as red as mine.

“Mimi, that’s enough.  I love you, but you are pushing it.”

“I would like great-grandchildren.”

“You have seven.”

“Never enough,” she said cheerily.

I noticed Colby’s door was opening.

“Okay, well, this has been fun, but it looks like Colby’ll be ready for you in just a minute.  Would you like some coffee or some bottled water?”

“I would love some coffee, dear.  Black, two sugars.”

“Coming right up.  How about you, Marcus?”

“Oh, a bottled water would be great.  Thank you.”

“Of course.”

Jenny really should have asked them about refreshments when they first came in, and they were really supposed to be waiting in the reception area, but Mimi was my favorite client, so I made an exception to everything.

I went to the kitchen, got a bottled water out of the refrigerator and fixed Mimi’s coffee like she requested.  I carefully carried them, hoping I wouldn’t slosh the coffee over the rim.  They were already seated in Colby’s office, so I carefully handed Mimi her coffee and Marcus his bottled water.

“Thank you, dear,” Mimi said.

“Thank you so much,” Marcus said.

“You’re both very welcome.  Anything for you, Colby?”

“No, thank you, Jules.”

I smiled at them all and walked out of the office, shutting the door behind me.
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