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Your 30-Day Walk 
to Personal Victory
Through Holiness

If you’re anything like me, sitting down to watch the evening news can be a grueling experience. Just the other day, in fact, it was reported that a five-year-old boy was gunned down in a drive-by shooting. What a tragedy!

But that’s the reality of our world today: murders, drugs, bombings, rapes and other sexual crimes, domestic violence, and a myriad of similar problems.

Unfortunately, the evening news isn’t the only place you hear about these things. Turn on the television during daytime or prime-time hours, and you’ll get a heavy dose of these issues acted out in front of you. Hilarious sitcoms and compelling dramas have subtly taught us the wrong way to deal with relationships, manage our money, place value on things, and evaluate what is right and wrong. Even the most mundane shows often teach inappropriate ideas and behavior.

Although TV is not the only culprit in our decaying society, our culture is more and more becoming a mirror image of what it sees on the screen.

But Christians are called to become more like Christ, not like the people we see on TV. First Peter 1:15–16 commands us to be like Christ with these words: “But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy.’ ”

The Bible clearly instructs us in this passage, as well as in many others, that we are to be holy. First be holy and then act holy.

That’s what this book is about: your personal holiness. Not when you are in heaven, or when you are ninety, but when you’re in the prime of your life—like you are right at this moment.

The thirty articles you are about to read are written by godly leaders who know what it means to follow Christ. They have taken the time to learn the difference between good and evil and are following the path of personal holiness.

Some of you may be saying that it’s too difficult, if not impossible, to become holy. It is true that the road is fraught with danger. Irresistible temptations stand between you and your goal of personal holiness.

But the good news is this: God doesn’t expect you to do it on your own. His grace and the Holy Spirit will be right there with you, giving you the power to accomplish His will.

And with this book, you’ll also have the likes of Charles Swindoll, Tony Evans, and Max Lucado to walk with you and encourage you every day of the month.

May this book be an encouragement in your pilgrimage to personal holiness.

Bruce Wilkinson



SECTION ONE
Holiness



The reason why many are still troubled, still seeking, still making little forward progress is because they have not yet come to the end of themselves.
A. W. TOZER




Obedience leads to faith. Live faithfully by the little bit of light you now have, and you will be given more.
LOUIS CASSELS
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Turning to Holiness:
The Defining Moment
BY BRUCE WILKINSON


If you desire Christ for a perpetual guest, give him all the keys of your heart; let not one cabinet be locked up from him; give him the range of every room and the key of every chamber.

CHARLES SPURGEON



You were nervous, that’s for sure. Who wouldn’t be? In just a couple of moments, you were going to walk through that door and have one of the most important interviews of your life—for the job you’d always dreamed of. Clutched in one hand was your most updated résumé (just finished late last night) and, in the other hand, a few samples of your best work.

The interview seemed to be going well until the vice president asked you to list three or four words that best described who you were as a person—outside of work. What a curveball! What would you say about yourself? Then he showed you a couple of handwritten pages and smiled, saying he had just finished calling a number of your family members and friends and had asked them the same question.

Now think for a moment: What would your closest friends say about you on a personal basis—and in only three or four words? Would any of them describe you with the word holy? Would you even have thought of that word? Holy seems like such a foreign word—more for ministers, monks, missionaries, and martyrs. Not long ago, I asked a group of men this same question, and one man said he had never dreamed he could be a “holy” man.

Obviously there are some misconceptions about what it means to be holy. Scripture says that it is the will of God that you be holy—not just your minister or “that other guy,” but you.

So what does it mean to be holy? Literally, the root of the word holy means “to separate.” For instance, if you were to cut a steak into two pieces and grill one part and save the other for another day, you would have made it “holy” in a general, nonreligious sense.

So the big idea of holiness includes the concept of separation. When something is separated, it is separated from something, as well as separated to something else. Take that steak again. When you cut it, you separated a piece from the whole, and then separated it to the refrigerator.

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL?

God wants you to be a holy man. The very root, then, of His wish for you must include that you become a “separated” individual:


“Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:17–18)



So, my friend, the Lord is calling you to come out and be separate and then to remain separate from that which is “unclean” and enjoy the wonderful Fatherhood of the Lord God Almighty in a depth you may never have experienced before.

PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD TODAY

Sometimes when I disciple a man, I ask him to sketch out his entire life on a piece of paper and put in the highs and lows, the dead ends and the major achievements.

The lines always have a number of sharp turns that reflect the beginning of something entirely different in the man’s life. For instance, marriage changes a man. So do children—especially that first one. A severe failure also changes a man, often plummeting him into a deep valley. The day a man meets Jesus marks him forever.

As you could imagine, each man’s lifeline looks entirely different, except for one thing. Many men’s lifelines have what I call a “defining moment.” Men describe it differently, but they all basically say the same thing. See if you can identify with this man’s rambling words:


You know, after I became a Christian, I grew for a while but then, uh, well, I just kind of, uh, strayed away, you know, from the Lord. Years went by when I kind of, you know, left the church, or just rebelled against what I knew God wanted. But then right there (he points to a major upturn on his lifeline), I rededicated my life to God. That was a true turnaround for me. Not that I’m perfect, but I really started growing after I did that. That’s when I really sold out to God and stopped playing church and started serving God with my whole heart.

Sound familiar?



COUNT THE COST

Jesus knew that the secret to a man’s ultimate victory in his spiritual life has a lot to do with that “defining moment.” In fact, Jesus said that if a man does not choose Christ above everyone and everything, then that man would not become a full-grown disciple of His. Jesus said that not only would that man never become a disciple if he didn’t make a decision for Christ, but that he actually could not!

You see, after you are saved you must face the Lord’s call on your heart. He doesn’t seek part of it or most of it; rather, Christ seeks to be the very Master of your heart. If you don’t choose to present yourself, you’ll never become a truly holy man.

Holiness always starts with the heart. Holiness starts not with the externals, but with the internals. Not with a set of rules and regulations, but with a relationship of trust and complete dedication. Read the words of Jesus about what He’s calling you to do: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24).

Challenging words, right from the lips of the Lord. Do you see what Jesus says must be true of those who desire to come after Him? You must deny yourself and take up your cross and then follow Him. The first key to pursuing holiness is found in those very first words: “If anyone desires to come after Me.” Why? Because without a desire to come after Jesus, you will never pay the price He asks.

IT’S UP TO YOU

Now, let me ask you a rather sobering question: Have you made a decision to pursue personal holiness? No matter how unholy you may have been, or how unholy you may be at this present moment, you can make today a day of new beginnings. A new start. A putting off the old and putting on the new. Perhaps the best way to launch such a new beginning with the Lord is to pray and tell Him about your honest desire to become a holy man and then ask Him to enable you by His grace and His Holy Spirit.


If for one whole day, quietly and determinedly, we were to give ourselves up to the ownership of Jesus and to obeying His orders, we should be amazed at its close to realize all He had packed into that one day. (Oswald Chambers)



On October 4, 1997, over one million men gathered in Washington, D.C., to do just that. It was the Promise Keepers “Stand in the Gap” rally, and men came from all over the country to be part of it. At one point during the rally, these hundreds of thousands of men all knelt down and prayed silently for forgiveness for their sins. The scene was awesome! Over one million men on their faces before God! It was so quiet I could hear the birds chirping. For many of those men, that rally was a “defining moment.”

But you don’t have to go anywhere to have a defining moment. You can do it right where you’re sitting. If you’ve never experienced a defining moment, I pray that today will be that day. The selections you are about to read will help you discover what it means to deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Christ. These are the important keys to opening the doors of holiness.

If you have already experienced a defining moment, praise God! You’ve already begun the magnificent journey of discipleship and are growing in Christ. I think you’ll find that the following articles will confirm your direction and encourage you to continue the pursuit of personal holiness.

Either way, God’s will for your life is that you be holy and act holy. Are you ready to submit to His will?


Chapter 1
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Holiness
BY JOHN WHITE


The destined end of man is not happiness, nor health, but holiness. God’s one aim is the production of saints. He is not an eternal blessing machine for men; he did not come to save men out of pity; he came to save men because he had created them to be holy.

OSWALD CHAMBERS



Have you ever gone fishing in a polluted river and hauled out an old shoe, a teakettle, or a rusty can? I get a similar sort of catch if I cast as a bait the word holiness into the murky depths of my mind. To my dismay, I come up with such associations as:


• thinness

• hollow-eyed gauntness

• beards

• sandals

• long robes

• stone cells

• no sex

• no jokes

• hair shirts

• frequent cold baths

• fasting

• hours of prayer

• wild, rocky deserts

• getting up at 4 A.M.

• clean fingernails

• stained glass

• self-humiliation



The list is a strange one. Some items suggest you can only achieve holiness by a painful and rigorous process. Yet many teachers claim that your most intense efforts will be vain since holiness is something God gives, not something you achieve. Again, my juxtaposition of items lends an air of frivolity to a subject which none of us dare take lightly. If the means by which men and women have sought holiness seem ridiculous, we should weep rather than laugh.

More important, my mental flotsam and jetsam point to something unreal in our views of holiness. Take the items “robes, sandals, beards.” We picture Jesus so. Hence, while consciously aware that His robes and beard have little to do with His holiness, we unconsciously lump them all together. If you doubt what I say, try to picture Jesus with a mustache, wearing blue jeans, and riding a bicycle. If you are anything like most of us, you will be shocked even though you are aware intellectually that there is nothing unholy about jeans or bikes, and no moral reason why Jesus would not in the twentieth century make use of either of them.

Our paradoxical reactions are a clue to artificiality in our thinking about holiness and about God’s Holy One. For while in one sense holiness has to do with the “wholly other,” it yet must penetrate to the most mundane of our daily activities so that the division between sacred and secular vanishes entirely from our lives.

THE GOD WHO IS HOLY

Two ideas are paramount when the Bible talks about God’s holiness—an attribute which more than any other seems to express the essence of what God is. One idea has to do with separateness and difference. God is wholly unlike anything we can conceive or know. He is infinitely greater and more powerful, besides being qualitatively, utterly dissimilar from us and from the universe He created. Though we are made in His image, and therefore reflect His being, the difference is such as to create a chasm of endless depth between what He is and what we are. “I am what I am,” says God, “and there is nothing with which I can be compared.”

The second idea has to do with morality. Bound up in the qualitative difference I have mentioned is ultimate ethical beauty and moral perfection. God’s holiness is not merely total separation from uncleanness, but a positive goodness beyond our capacity to conceive. The very heavens are unclean in His sight. Yet it is this same goodness and beauty which He wants to share with you. He wants you to be like Him.

You will never understand Him, yet you are called to know Him. You are different from Him, yet He wants to give you the quality which most distinguishes Him from you. You are redeemed to be set aside for God’s special use and made a partaker of His moral perfection.

THE VERDICT

When you became a Christian, God did much more than forgive your sins. He made you righteous. He, the judge of dead and living, pronounced you “not guilty”! He now looks upon you and behaves toward you as though you were perfectly righteous. He does not deceive Himself about you. Rather, your hand is held by the hand of the Christ who redeemed you by His blood.

The process by which you were pronounced righteous and by which your peace was made with God is called justification. “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1, RSV).

But God did more than justify you. He sanctified you. Not content with declaring you righteous, He began to share His holiness with you.

You may not have noticed my definition of sanctification a page or so back. God did two things when He sanctified you. By an operation of the Holy Spirit, He set you apart for His own exclusive use. In addition, He began a process within you to fit you for divine use. He began by the Holy Spirit to make you a holy person.

What you did not anticipate after so auspicious a beginning was the intense struggle and the dismal failure that came later. You failed to grasp the nature of the struggle, not realizing that neither the Holy Spirit nor your sinful tendencies would ever reach a compromise.

You were justified and you were sanctified. The question is, What went wrong with the sanctifying process? How may it be reestablished?

THE TRANSFORMATION PROCESS

“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed” (Romans 12:2, RSV).

Transformation is not an overnight matter. It takes a lifetime, but continuous progress in holiness is assured.

Therefore, beware of any book or teaching which purports to teach “one simple secret” of “victory” or of sanctification. There is nothing secret about the process. The book may indeed have something helpful to offer. But nothing—no faith, no yielding, no “letting go and letting God”—can begin the sanctifying process within you. And no secret can complete the process overnight. If you are a Christian, the process has already begun. So far as God is concerned, you are already “set apart” for His sacred service. And the Holy Spirit is eager for the process of fitting you to continue.

GOD’S WORKS OR YOURS?

A paragraph back I referred to the phrase “let go and let God.” This was a catch phrase of obscure origins from the late nineteenth century. A college student is alleged to have written on six postcards the letters LETGOD and placed the six cards on the mantelpiece of his room. As a draught blew down the letter D, he is said to have discovered the secret of letting God control his life by letting go of it himself.

Many people have found the words helpful. Nevertheless, they raise a serious issue about holiness over which Christians disagree. Some see holiness as a work of God to which the Christian makes no contribution. My part as a Christian is simply to relinquish control. His part is to work through me. My efforts to strive after holiness will be unavailing. In me—that is, in my flesh—dwells no good thing so that I have nothing of value to contribute. I therefore trust—that is, I rest in His goodness. I do not struggle to control my temper, but allow Christ to handle my angry feelings. I say with Paul, “Not I, but Christ.” It is as though, like a sea captain, I have been up to this point at the helm of my life, and now Another is going to take over. Even faith is seen as a passivity of the will—a resting and a relaxing, not a seizing or appropriating.

THE TWO VIEWS OF HOLINESS

I want to call this view the passive view of holiness in contrast with what might be called the active view, by which the Christian is called on to “wrestle and fight and pray.”

Teachers of the active schools stress what they call “the means of grace.” Yielding may be good, but must not exclude watching and prayer, meditation on the Scriptures, fellowship with other believers, a careful effort to “maintain good works,” a deliberate attempt to refrain from sin and to perform active Christian duties.

You will be puzzled as you talk to exponents of both schools to find they can give convincing and sincere testimonies to the blessings they have received as a result of practicing what seem to be conflicting principles. All schools are agreed that faith is the key issue. All schools are agreed that human efforts alone are unavailing and that the power for holy living must come from God. All schools are agreed that the basis of sanctification is God’s intervention in the incarnation, death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son, Jesus Christ, and that the help is mediated by the Holy Spirit, who brings about the believer’s union with Christ. But given the general points of agreement, the words and phrases used become confusing and contradictory.

It need not surprise us that there should be confusion and difficulty. In the first place, the New Testament itself seems to express both points of view. “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” writes Paul to the Philippians, apparently espousing an active view of the Christian life. Yet, with no pause, he goes on: “for [because] God is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12–13, RSV). Now if you had only the words in the second part of the sentence, you might conclude that a Christian should be passive in the hands of a God who actively worked within him. And notice, God not only makes a man do what God wants, but God also actually makes the decision inside him—that is, causes him to will.

Yet to Paul there seems to be no conflict between the first part of the sentence and the second. We are to work because God is working in us. The New Testament consistently presents both what I have called the passive and the active approaches to holiness without any sense of contradiction.

It may be well for us to realize that we are dealing with one of the great mysteries in Scripture: the mystery of the interaction between your will and God’s. The glorious work of delivering you from sin, making something altogether wonderful out of you, is a work in which both you and God have a part. Trouble arises when you start trying to map out where God’s part stops and your part begins.

Let there be no misunderstanding. Without God’s Spirit within, our efforts are futile. No good thing could spring from our corrupt and sinful hearts. But we have been redeemed and we have been sanctified. We have been set apart for God’s use. Let us then agree with God in the matter. If yielding means bowing down to Him as King, let us day by day, hour by hour yield every part of our beings in allegiance to Him. Let us reserve no part of our lives to serve selfish interests and ambitions. But having done that, let us assume the whole armor of God and by miraculous strength declare war on all that is evil within and without.

STUDY QUESTIONS


1. When you think about God, what is the first thing that usually comes to mind? Do your thoughts about Him line up with His holiness as depicted in Scripture? Or are they more in line with what you think He should be?

2. Because God has set you apart for His own exclusive use, have you submitted to His will in your day-to-day life? Take some time to pray and ask God how you can get involved in what He is doing in your life, the lives of those around you, and in the world. What does Scripture say you should be doing?



Taken from The Fight by John White. Copyright © 1976 InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA. Used by permission of InterVarsity Press, P.O. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 60515. www.ivpress.com.


Chapter 2
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What Holiness Is, and Why It Matters
BY J. I. PACKER


Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

1 PETER 1:15–16, NIV




Make every effort … to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.

HEBREWS 12:14, NIV



Our grandfather clock, which tells us not only the hours, minutes, and seconds, but also the days of the week, the months of the year, and the phases of the moon, is something of a veteran. Scratched on one of its lead weights is the date 1780—the year of the French Revolution and George Washington’s first term as president.

It is a musical clock, too, of a rather unusual sort. Not only does it strike the hour, but it also has a built-in carillon (knobs on a brass cylinder tripping hammers that hit bells, which play a tune for three minutes every three hours). Two of its four tunes we recognize, for we hear them still today. However, the other two, which sound like country dances, are unknown—not just to us but to everyone who has heard them played. Over the years they were forgotten, which is a pity, for they are good tunes, and we would like to know something about them.

In the same way, the historic Christian teaching on holiness has been largely forgotten, and that also is a pity, for it is central to the glory of God and the good of souls.

OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE OF HOLINESS

There was a time when all Christians laid great emphasis on the reality of God’s call to holiness and spoke with deep insight about His enabling of us for it. Evangelical Protestants, in particular, offered endless variations on the themes of what God’s holiness requires of us, what our holiness involves for us. by what means and through what disciplines the Holy Spirit sanctifies us, and the ways in which holiness increases our assurance and joy and usefulness to God.

The Puritans insisted that all life and relationships must become “holiness to the Lord.” John Wesley told the world that God had raised up Methodism “to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land.” Phoebe Palmer, Handley Moule, Andrew Murray, Jessie Penn-Lewis, F. B. Meyer, Oswald Chambers, Horatius Bonar, Amy Carmichael, and L. B. Maxwell are only a few of the leading figures in the “holiness revival” that touched all evangelical Christendom between the mid-nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries.

But how different it is today! To listen to our sermons and to read the books we write for each other, and then to watch the zany, worldly, quarrelsome way we behave as Christian people, you would never imagine that once the highway of holiness was clearly marked out for Bible-believers, so that ministers and people knew what it was and could speak of it with authority and confidence.

DEFINING HOLINESS

But what exactly is holiness?

Consider first the word itself. Holiness is a noun that belongs with the adjective holy and the verb sanctify, which means “to make holy.” (It is a pity in one way that we have to draw on two word groups in English to cover what is a single word group in both Hebrew and Greek, but the verb holify would be so ugly that maybe we should be glad it does not exist.)

Holy in both biblical languages means “separated and set apart for God, consecrated and made over to Him.” In its application to people, God’s “holy ones” or “saints,” the word implies both devotion and assimilation: devotion, in the sense of living a life of service to God; assimilation, in the sense of imitating, conforming to, and becoming like the God one serves.

HOLINESS HAS TO DO WITH MY HEART

Holiness starts inside a person, with a right purpose that seeks to express itself in a right performance. It is a matter not just of the motions that I go through, but of the motives that prompt me to go through them.

A holy person’s motivating aim, passion, desire, longing, aspiration, goal, and drive is to please God, both by what one does and by what one avoids doing. In other words, one practices good works and cuts out evil ones. Good works begin with praise, worship, and honoring and exalting of God as the temper of one’s whole waking life. Evil works start with neglect of these things, and coolness with regard to them. So I must labor to keep my heart actively responsive to God.

But asceticism, as such—voluntary abstinence, routines of self-deprivation and grueling austerity—is not the same thing as holiness, though some forms of asceticism may well find a place in a holy person’s life.

Nor is formalism, in the sense of outward conformity in word and deed to the standards God has set, anything like holiness, though assuredly there is no holiness without such conformity.

Nor is legalism, in the sense of doing things to earn God’s favor or to earn more of it than one has already, to be regarded as holiness. Holiness is always the saved sinner’s response of gratitude for grace received.

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day made all three mistakes, yet were thought to be very holy people until Jesus told them the truth about themselves and the inadequacies of their supposed piety. After that, however, we dare not forget that holiness begins in the heart. Who wants to line up with those Pharisees?

IS HOLINESS IMPORTANT TODAY?

But is holiness really important? Does it matter, in the final analysis, whether Christ’s professed followers live holy lives or not?

From watching today’s Christian world (and in particular the great evangelical constituency of North America), you might easily conclude that it does not matter. I once had to respond in print to the question, “Is personal holiness passé?” I found it hard not to conclude that most present-day believers deep down think it is passé. Here is some of the evidence for that conclusion.

Preaching and Teaching

What do we Christians mainly preach and teach and produce TV programs and videocassettes about these days? The answer seems to be not holiness, but success and positive feelings: getting health, wealth, freedom from care, good sex, and happy families. I remember seeing in a Christian journal a group of eight new “how-to” books reviewed on a single page. How long, I wonder, is it since you heard about eight new books on holiness? Shall I guess?

Leadership

What do we Christians chiefly value in our leaders—our preachers, teachers, pastors, writers, televangelists, top people in parachurch ministries, moneymen who bankroll churches and other Christian enterprises, and other folk with key roles in our setup?

The answer seems to be not their holiness, but their gifts and skills and resources. The number of North American leaders (and other Christians too) who in recent years have been found guilty of sexual and financial shenanigans, and who when challenged have declined to see themselves as accountable to any part of the body of Christ, is startling.

Much more startling is the way in which, after public exposure and some few slaps on the wrist, they are soon able to resume their ministry and carry on as if nothing had happened, commanding apparently as much support as before. To protest that Christians believe in the forgiveness of sins and the restoration of sinners is beside the point. What I am saying is that the speed of their reinstatement shows that we value them more for their proven gifts than for their proven sanctity, since the thought that only holy people are likely to be spiritually useful does not loom large in our minds.

Evangelism

How do we Christians formulate the gospel to others in our evangelism, and to ourselves as born-again believers who are called to live by it? I do not think it can be disputed that while we lay heavy stress on faith (coming to Christ, trusting His promises, believing that God knows what He is doing with our lives, and hoping for heaven), we touch very lightly on repentance (binding one’s conscience to God’s moral law, confessing and forsaking one’s sins, making restitution for past wrongs, grieving before God at the dishonor one’s sins have done Him, and forming a game plan for holy living).

The post-Christian culture of the West doubts whether there are any moral absolutes. It is sure that, in any case, private morality or immorality really matters to nobody except the persons directly involved. Western Christians act as if they agreed, especially where sex and shekels (H. Hensley Henson’s apt phrase) are concerned.

Some Christians even argue that to speak of repentance as a necessity rather than a mere beneficial option, and to affirm that the gospel call to faith is also a call to repentance, is to lapse into anti-Christian legalism. You have heard, I am sure, many, many sermons on faith. How often, I wonder, have you heard a series, or even one sermon, preached on repentance? You have books in your home on living the Christian life successfully. Do they even mention repentance, let alone make much of it as a vital, lifelong discipline?

When you explain the gospel to others, do you emphasize repentance, and the holiness by which repentance is expressed, as a spiritual necessity? Shall I guess?

But if we play down or ignore the importance of holiness, we are utterly and absolutely wrong.

Holiness is, in fact, commanded. God wills it, Christ requires it, and all the Scriptures—the Law, the Gospels, the prophets, the wisdom writings, the Epistles, the history books that tell of judgments past, and the book of Revelation that tells of judgment to come—call for it.

In reality, holiness is the goal of our redemption. As Christ died in order that we may be justified, so we are justified in order that we may be sanctified and made holy. Holiness is the object of our new creation. We are born again so that we may grow up into Christlikeness.

Holiness is actually the true health of the person. Anything else is ugliness and deformity at character level, a malfunctioning of the individual, a crippled state of soul. The various forms of bodily sickness and impairment that Jesus healed are so many illustrations of this deeper inward deformity.

Holiness effectively thwarts Satan in his designs on our lives. By contrast, unconcern about holiness and failure to practice the purity and righteousness to which we are called play into his hands every time.

Righteousness, meaning holy integrity and uprightness, is the breastplate in the armor of God that Christians are called to wear in order to counter the devil’s attacks (Ephesians 6:14).

Holiness also gives credibility to witness. But those who proclaim a life-changing Savior will not impress others if their own lives seem to be no different from anyone else’s. Holy ways will enhance our testimony, while worldly ways will undermine it. “You are the light of the world.… Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds [good works, backing up good words] and praise your Father in heaven [about whom you told them, and whose power they now see in your living]” (Matthew 5:14, 16, NIV).

If we want to be fruitful in evangelism, we must cultivate holiness of life.

Finally, holiness is the substance of which happiness is the spin-off. Those who chase happiness miss it, while to those who pursue holiness through the grace of Christ, happiness of spirit comes unasked. “I delight in your commands because I love them.… They are the joy of my heart” (Psalm 119:47, 111, NIV).

Can anyone still doubt, after all this, that for every Christian, without exception, holiness is important?

STUDY QUESTIONS


1. Is personal holiness an action, an attitude, or both? Explain your answer.

2. Why is it that the topic of holiness is so seldom taught today? Has this lack of instruction had an effect on your life? How?

3. Do you think holiness is a primary concern in your church? What can you do to help your church place more emphasis on practical holiness?



From Rediscovering Holiness, by J. I. Packer. © 1992, 1999 by J. I. Packer. Published by Servant Publications, P.O. Box 8617, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48107. Used with permission.
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