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JANUARY 1ST

1842: Walker’s Foundry was once one of the biggest engineering firms in Bury. Situated in Butcher’s Lane, close to the town centre, this once-famous works seemed to run into difficulty sometime during 1841, as the wages they were paying out at this time dropped dramatically; being reduced to half of what they were in 1835. This massive cut in wages led to much poverty in 1842, and resulted in many families emigrating, with huge numbers heading for a more promising and prosperous life in America. After this mass emigration, several large companies in Bury found it difficult to obtain sufficient labour in order to run their once-thriving establishments. However, the later mass emigration from Ireland, due to the severe potato blight which broke out there, helped fill some of this deficiency.
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1970: The Bury Palais de Dance, affectionately known locally as ‘Bury Palais,’ was gutted on this day by a raging fire, the glow of which could be seen for miles around, lighting up the night sky.
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1777: It was announced on this day that Bury Workhouse at Jericho had accommodation for upwards of fifty people, though demand often exceeded this number.


JANUARY 2ND

1903: Heavy rain had fallen over recent days, and the River Irwell was very heavily swollen, causing a number of floods in Bury, as well as in many areas south of Bury. Luckily, the large sewers at Broughton, along with the Manchester Ship Canal, helped relieve the swollen river, otherwise many other severe floods would have occurred in several different locations along its route. Some of the floods reached as far as Victoria Bridge. There had been severe flooding twelve months previously, when the Irwell burst its banks, especially at Broughton, but following this, much work had been carried out to improve the river banks, which had paid off as the flooding was far less severe than before.

On the same day there were also floods at Bath, after the River Avon burst its banks when waters rose by a massive seven feet above normal levels. Parts of Northamptonshire were affected too, when the River Nene burst its banks in several locations. Many other areas suffered floods at this time, but in Leicestershire and Northants there had been drought conditions that winter, so the rain was very welcome.


JANUARY 3RD

1853: Joseph Fenton of Bamford Hall was appointed as a Bury magistrate. The first appointment of a magistrate at the Bury petty sessions was in 1841, on January 11th. That first appointed magistrate was John Grundy of Silver Street. R.N. Philips MP was appointed on January 11th 1847, and O.O. Walker of Chesham was appointed as a magistrate on April 8th 1863. The clerks to the magistrates were Mr William Harper, Mr W.P. Woodcock and Mr George Whitehead. The petty sessions division covered a large area, comprising of the townships of what were then separate districts, known as Bury, Elton, Ainsworth, Ashworth, Birtle-cum-Bamford, Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth, Tottington Lower End, Tottington Higher End (which included what is now known as Greenmount), Radcliffe, Pilkington, Pilsworth and Hopwood. Sessions were held in the Town Hall every Monday and Thursday, with several more magistrates holding office in order to care for the many cases brought before the court. John Fenton of Plumpton Hall, Richard Kay of Heywood, J.S. Walker of Limefield, J.J. Mellor of The Ferns, James Wrigley of Ash Meadow, E.G. Wrigley of Broad Oaks and Mr T.B. Williams of Harefield Hall were just a few of these.


JANUARY 4TH

1858: A Public Library was opened on this day at Moorgate in Bury, a district at the foot of Walmersley Road, with an entirely new stock of books – including poetry, travel and romance titles – to be enjoyed by enrolled members. Anyone interested in joining could either pay their subscriptions weekly or quarterly, depending on their circumstances. The library was situated at 17 Moorgate, and Mr Benjamin Philips was the Junior Proprietor.

It was announced in the Bury Times that subscriptions were due at the Athenaeum House in Bury town centre for the year 1858, and a list of prices was provided for public perusal. The price was ten shillings per year for adults, or two shillings per quarter, while ladies and children were charged just six shillings per year, or one shilling per quarter. Classes were due to re-assemble on January 11th and included instruction on writing, the French language, drawing, singing, chemistry, reading, arithmetic, composition, grammar, bookkeeping, algebra and geometry. The masters had a good reputation for their accomplished teaching skills.


JANUARY 5TH

1903: During the night, a raging fire was discovered in an upper room at Mould’s Furniture Shop on Bolton Street, Bury. A number of men employed by Messrs Spencer and Curedale were in the area at the time, and it was they who first saw sparks and smoke inside the building. The men acted quickly and one was sent to fetch the local fire brigade, while the others went to see if anyone was in danger. Mr and Mrs Mould and their son were inside the building at the time the fire was discovered, and the men did their utmost to arouse the family from their beds. They succeeded and the Mould family managed to escape from the building without injury. Their son broke the Elton fire alarm in an attempt to speed up the response, and sure enough the fire brigade was on the scene rather quickly. Superintendent Gall and other firemen arrived with a hose carrier and began to fight the flames. After some time and effort, the fire was at last put out and the building saved.


JANUARY 6TH

1876: On this day, a policeman was convicted of theft at a local courthouse. The hearing was held at Bury petty sessions, and Edward Wilding stood before the Bench, accused of stealing five wax candles from Summerseat railway station. Wilding was stationed at Ramsbottom, but Superintendant Milne told the court that the policeman had been discharged from his duties by the Chief Constable of the County Police Force once the incident had become known to them. Wilding was found guilty and sentenced to one month in prison. Mr Anderson, a local solicitor, represented the accused, but failed to secure a lighter sentence, the harshness of which no doubt reflected the fact that Wilding was a policeman and was supposed to set an example to others.


JANUARY 7TH

1858: On this day, the tenants of glebe land in Bury, and the landowners of the Bury, Elton and Shuttleworth districts, were put on notice that rents and other monies owing were now due for the glebe land on which they owned, or leased, property. Also, the rent charges in lieu of tithes were due for the same areas for 1857. All rents were to be received in offices located in Silver Street, Bury, on this day, though payments could also be made on January 14th of the following week. All glebe land tenants were requested to pay such rents promptly, with their personal attendance at the Silver Street offices appreciated, where payments were to be made to Mr John Shearson, who acted as solicitor for the landowner. It is interesting to note that in some cases, especially civil cases, these solicitors were given much power by the courts, in that they often arbitrated between accuser and defendant in sorting matters out.
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1861: On this day there was a fire at Cockey Moor Colliery. One man died and others were injured.


JANUARY 8TH

1835: Mr Walker was returned as a Member of Parliament after an unopposed election on this day. No other candidate stood against Mr Walker, which says much for his popularity as a leading businessman and a large employer of local people. He was nominated by Mr Edmund Grundy, a Bury banker, and was seconded by Mr John Gregg, who was a cotton spinner in the district. The very first election in Bury following the Reform Act, which had been passed in 1832, was held on December 12th 1832, when Mr Richard Walker and Mr Edmund Grundy stood as candidates. Both were keen Liberals. Mr Walker won by 306 votes, with 153 in Mr Grundy’s favour. After being returned to Parliament, Mr Walker addressed the meeting at some length, and the following day huge numbers of working folk turned out to see some of Mr Walker’s employees parading through the town, with music sounding among the congregated throngs and pink flags flying. The crowds conducted themselves in a peaceful manner, as some previous elections had witnessed rioting breaking out.


JANUARY 9TH

1858: Thomas Howarth appeared before the petty sessions at Haslingden on this day, accused by the East Lancashire Railway Company for failing to properly secure a train under his care. Representing the East Lancashire Railway Company was Mr John Grundy of T.A. and J. Grundy, solicitors of Bury. Mr Howarth was a guard on a goods train which was under his supervision on December 28th 1857, when he failed to secure the brakes on the wagons. Grundy argued that under the General Act for the Regulation of Railways, Howarth was guilty of culpable negligence in failing to properly carry out necessary duties which would ensure the safety of passengers, railway workers and the general public alike. Howarth gave evidence and the court decided that his was indeed a negligible act, but that it was not a willful act. After much deliberation, the court decided to fine Howarth fifty shillings or, failing the payment of this fine, one month in prison. Mr Howarth assured the court that he would pay the fine.


JANUARY 10TH

1829: At the Bury petty sessions, before Colonel Fletcher and Mr William Grant, there appeared a number of shopkeepers from Bury and the surrounding neighbourhoods, fined for a variety of mitigated penalties. The main charges, however, concerned the possession and use of deficient weights, measures and scales. Most of these cases appeared to be due to carelessness and neglect, rather than premeditated fraud. Mr Marsh, the inspector of the hundred, appeared against the defendants, but made a point of asking for light penalties to be imposed, due to such neglect and carelessness. He was of the opinion that deliberate fraud was not the intention of the shopkeepers. Some of the shopkeepers claimed that they had borrowed scales, weights and measures from neighbours, and that they were, at the time, too busy to check if such weights, measures and scales were operating with accuracy or not. The benefit of the doubt was given to them when a fine of five shillings was imposed on those from the town, while, for some unknown reason, nine shillings and sixpence was the fine imposed upon those from neighbouring districts. They were also ordered to pay costs.


JANUARY 11TH

1858: Dramatic headlines appeared in the Bury Times on this day announcing that a ‘remarkable egg’ had been laid by a hen pheasant belonging to Mr William Ramsbottom of Top Farm, near Holcombe. The story went on to reveal that the egg was rather ‘curious in construction.’ It was of an ordinary size, but at the smaller end there was an unusual piece attached, about the size of a marble, which was twisted into a knot and was about as thick as a pipe. The unusual growth was firmly attached to the shell of the egg. The egg was considered so unusual, in fact, that it was put on public display and could be viewed at the bookshop belonging to Mr Holden.
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1858: On the same day, an inquest was held at the Pack Horse Inn at Birtle, before the local coroner, Mr Dearden, into the death of a two-year-old child. The boy – the son of Thomas McNamara of Red Bank, Birtle – had last been seen playing near a fire. His clothes ignited when he got too close to the flames and he was badly burned. The child died two days later.


JANUARY 12TH

1830: A Bury butcher known for being a religious man, regularly prayed to God. When he retired to bed after a hard day’s work in his shop, his family would hear the usual thud on the floor above the living room ceiling – which proved thin enough for them to hear him – as he got down on his knees to pray. This particular evening his prayer concerned the livestock market at Manchester the next morning, where he hoped to purchase enough farm animals to keep his shop well stocked over the coming days. ‘Oh Lord,’ exclaimed the butcher, ‘let there be plenty of sheep at the market; good, long-backed ones with square tails, and fat.’ The butcher then got into bed – his family knew this as they could hear the groans and creaks of the bed. But before long they heard him come thundering down onto his knees again, in his customary attitude of prayer, and heard him request, ‘Oh, and mek ‘em cheap, Oh Lord’!


JANUARY 13TH

1640: On this date John Greenhalgh succeeded to his grandfather’s country estates in Brandlesholme. In this year, he was also appointed Governor of the Isle of Man by his friend, the Earl of Derby. His grandfather had married Alice, daughter of Robert Holte of Ashworth and his wife Joanna. His father was Thomas Greenhalgh, who died while still a young man. John Greenhalgh was said to be a prudent and valiant man and one who could be trusted. He fought alongside the Earl of Derby during at least two noted battles. During one battle, after having secured the retreat of King Charles II, John Greenhalgh, together with the Earl of Derby and a few others, escaped and fled to Boscobel. The Earl of Derby had nothing but high praise for Mr Greenhalgh when he wrote of him in a letter to his son, Lord Strange. John Greenhalgh was, however to die from serious wounds inflicted in battle. In 1841, a very fine lithographed and coloured portrait of him was produced, taken from an original painting from the period, which for many years hung in Bury Art Gallery.


JANUARY 14TH

1842: The first petty sessions were held at the Commercial Buildings in Bury. Mr Edmund Grundy, born in Pilkington (now Whitefield) in 1781, was the first to contest an election at Bury. He was the son of Denis Grundy, a wealthy Bury manufacturer. On his death, he left his children a fortune of £20,000, having started in business as a calico printer, which was, in those days, an extremely profitable venture. In 1821, Denis Grundy took his family to America with the intention of settling there, but the move must not have suited him, as they returned a year later. Edmund Grundy was then educated in the practice of physics, while his brother, Thomas Grundy, studied law. Edmund Grundy settled at park Hills in Bury and there established one of the finest stables of thoroughbred horses in the country, many of which were famous winners. Edmund Grundy died at the age of seventy-five and was interred at Bank Street Chapel.


JANUARY 15TH

1858: On this day, James Dowd appeared at the Bury petty sessions, before William Openshaw, charged with assaulting Bury prostitute Ellen Keighley. Dowd was frequently brought up before the Bench and so was well known to the court. Dowd was required to find sureties, or go to jail for six months.

William Furness, a travelling boiler cleaner who plied his trade between the mills and factories of Bury, also appeared before the magistrates on this day, charged with stabbing Jude Yates of Manchester with a pocket knife after a heated quarrel in Spring Street on the previous Wednesday night. The pair were friends, but fell out when they began quarrelling. Even so, Yates was not willing to testify against his companion, so Furness was remanded in custody while efforts were made to compel Yates to change his mind and give evidence.

Margaret Pilkington appeared before the Bench on a charge of stealing cotton bobbins from a Shuttleworth mill owned by Mr William Wild, her employer. Mr Wild still had some sympathy for her, but the court did not. They remanded her in custody until the next sessions on Monday.


JANUARY 16TH

1858: On this day, it was reported in the Bury Times that a man named William Clansey was killed at Besses O’th’ Barn (an area then known as Pilkington) after being run over.

Also on this day, a fire broke out at a dye works in nearby Radcliffe, the mill being owned by a Mr Matthew Wolstenholme. The stove of the boiler and the nearby contents of the room were either badly damaged or completely destroyed. Fortunately, it was reported that there was plenty of available water on the premises, which helped when it came to tackling the blaze. The workers were quickly in action, and their quick thinking and immediate efforts succeeded in rapidly dampening down the fire, thus preventing it from spreading to other parts of the works. The fire engine was called out and promptly arrived, but it was not needed by that time, as the last of the fire was at last being quelled. The dye works was fully insured, the owner later revealed, and the damage was covered with the West of England Office. It was estimated that the fire and water damage would amount to as much as £100.


JANUARY 17TH

1829: On this day, James Cockram, a notorious character who was well known to the police in Bury, was committed to the equally notorious Lancaster Castle, for trial at the Lancaster Assizes. He was charged with burgling the house of Mrs Pollet of Union Square, situated in Bury town centre.

Also in court was Mr Thomas Coup, who had been summoned by a woman who alleged that he had refused her and her two children necessary poor relief. The court heard that she was married but was at that time separated from her husband, who only provided her with three shillings for the whole week. The magistrates were sympathetic to the woman’s cause and ordered Mr Coup to provide the woman with four shillings for her temporary relief, and to take out a warrant against the neglectful husband who, because of the desertion of his family, had made them a burden to the local parish.


JANUARY 18TH

1902: On this day, it was reported in the Bury Times that Bury Football Club’s new recruit, Jessie Tyledesley of Roe Green, was showing great promise for the club. He had been signed for Bolton Wanderers Football Club during the previous season, but was not given a game. Instead, he was loaned out to Little Hulton Football Club and it was there that he was spotted by one of the directors of Bury Football Club, who was on the lookout for local talent. Bolton Wanderers heard of Bury’s interest in their player, so they at last gave Tyldesley a game against Turton Football Club, but he refused to play for them and accepted Bury’s offer instead. Tyldesley had since shown great form for Bury and was proving a great asset to the club. No doubt Bolton Wanderers was, in future, more careful about how they treated their players, after letting this one slip through their hands.
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1863: A man tragically burnt to death in a fire at the Albion Hotel on this day.


JANUARY 19TH

1992: On this day, a terrier disappeared on the edge of a wood at Elton whilst out walking with its owner. A search commenced immediately but proved fruitless, and, with nightfall, attempts at finding her were abandoned. At first light the next day, however, her owner, a local man, along with his brother, searched high and low with the terrier’s daughter, Bella, who, it was hoped, would be able to find her if she had remained in the area. Bella was let off her lead at the location where her mother had gone missing, and immediately ran under some shrubbery and began whining and barking at a rabbit hole. The owner and his brother were quick to follow and listened for the missing terrier, but nothing could be heard. They trusted Bella, however, and fetched digging equipment. They then dug out the rabbit hole, and a few feet in they could at last hear the missing terrier. Soon after, they dug her out. She had dug into the earth and had blocked her own exit with soil piled behind her. Bella had saved her mother’s life.


JANUARY 20TH

2012: On this day, some animals were stolen from a local community farm in Bury. Pigeons, doves, hens and rabbits were taken during three raids over the previous six days. The farm was surrounded by a five-foot high fence, but this did nothing to deter the thieves, who climbed over it and entered the premises. Carrying boxes for pigeons were also taken, and both the owners and the children who visited the farm on trips from local schools and other establishments were devastated. These days, farmers must diversify in order to survive, and becoming a community farm is just one way in which several farms up and down the country have managed to stay in existence.


JANUARY 21ST

1861: On this day, a contract was offered to local joiners and carpenters who were needed to work on a new four-storey mill that was to be built at Elton Fold in Bury. The name of ‘Fold’ in this district was a common term used for a mining settlement, and many districts around Bury were once mined. Thomas Pilkington & Son were the owners of the new mill, and Joshua Chattwood was their architect and surveyor handling the build as project manager. He invited local craftsmen to tender sealed estimates, and stated that the most competitive would win the contract, as long as their work was of the highest quality of course. Chattwood asked for these estimates to be submitted ‘under cover’, and they were to be in his offices no later than the first day of February 1861. He could be contacted at Union Square, Bury, where his offices were situated.


JANUARY 22ND

2012: The Derby Arms, situated at the bottom of Bolton Road, Bury, closed after many decades of business on this day. The Derby Arms was a very popular alehouse, but declining clientele forced this inn, along with many other public houses in the immediate area, to shut. Other public houses once situated within easy walking distance of the Derby Arms were the Bluebell Inn, the Spread Eagle Inn, the Mitre at Crostons Road, the Arthur Inn, the Castle Inn, and the Eagle and Child Inn. A blacksmith’s workshop situated down the side of the Eagle and Child Inn has also long gone. This was once a thriving area for working mills, but they too are no longer in existence, though other businesses have replaced the mills. The New Vic was one such mill, but it is now a furniture manufacturers. On a positive note, the Derby Arms was saved shortly after closing and soon opened its doors again.


JANUARY 23RD

1857: After the opening ceremony had been conducted, the Bury Union Workhouse welcomed its first inmates on this day. The workhouse was situated in Jericho and was supported by many of the leading business people of the town. Life was incredibly hard in the workhouse, and many of the industrialists and other business folk obtained their servants from those at the workhouse, who would work as domestics in their homes and on their estates. Servants obtained from the workhouse were mostly girls. Boys sometimes obtained apprenticeships at local businesses, or found work in one of the many mills in the area. A Board of Guardians ran the workhouse and made certain that it remained financially viable, while wardens were appointed to keep an eye on the day-to-day running of the establishment. Mr Walker, who owned a foundry in Butcher’s Lane, was one of the guardians of Bury Workhouse. Many of these guardians were kind men who sincerely tried to help the very poor of the town. One of Bury Workhouse’s most infamous inmates was Joseph Holden, who murdered his own grandson (see September 5th).


JANUARY 24TH

2008: Major floods caused chaos in Bury, Radcliffe and surrounding areas when a seven-foot high embankment holding back a sea of water finally burst its banks. Twelve homes in Radcliffe were among the worst hit in the area. The fire brigade were called in to help deal with the aftermath of the floods, and sophisticated pumping equipment was used to pump the ankle-deep water out of the houses. Homeowners were forced to wade through the ice-cold floodwater, and sandbags were distributed to help prevent water entering the buildings. The electricity supply to the houses was also cut off by the rising waters, which had, in some places, made Bury Road completely impassable. The Bury to Manchester trams had to be halted for a time, until the floodwater finally receded.


JANUARY 25TH

1861: A headline concerning traditional penny weddings and cockpenny payments caught the attention of a Bury Times correspondent. A penny wedding was once a popular tradition in the North of England, but it seems it had already died out by 1861. A penny wedding requested that guests who wished to attend the evening dance pay a penny entrance fee. Cockpenny payments were related to the once-popular pastime of cockfighting. Cockfights were often held in schools and a penny payment had to be made to one of the Master’s who oversaw these fights. The tradition of cockfighting had mostly fallen from favour by 1861, although these cockpenny payments were still being made to schoolmasters in 1861.


JANUARY 26TH

1761: On this day, Ellen Strange was viciously murdered in the wilds of the Holcombe Moors, close to the valley head above Helmshore. It is said that her husband abused her, and it is thought she may have taken a lover and was on her way to meet him, or was possibly returning from a liaison with him at some secret location. Her husband, John Broadley, impassioned with jealousy, came across her on the moor and battered her to death. He then attempted to hide the body under a stone cairn, but her corpse was soon discovered and the sheriff arrested Broadley. The final outcome is unclear, as some legends state that Broadley was later released due to a lack of evidence against him, while other versions claim that he was hanged at Lancaster Castle, after a trial at the Lancaster Assizes.


JANUARY 27TH

1861: Alfred Heaton, a skilled saddler, wished to acquaint the local people with his new business at Bury Bridge by taking out an advert in the Bury Times on this day. He hoped ‘by strict attention and perseverance’ to ‘merit a share of public favours’. It seems that Alfred Heaton was a very proud man as he boasted of his great skills, stating that any ‘orders for strapping would be promptly fulfilled’. He sold new saddlery, but could easily repair any existing saddle if the cost of a new one could not be met.

George Booth was another Bury businessman who was proud of his abilities in his chosen field. He had business premises in both Bolton Street and Rochdale Road, and offered ‘a good gun, a heavy coat, or a blanket to suit the season’. It is interesting to note that there remains a gun shop on Rochdale Road to this very day.


JANUARY 28TH

1857: A job vacancy at the Jericho Workhouse in Bury was applied for by forty-two people. Mr Thomas Booth, who formerly served his time as a tailor, was given the job of porter, but he later resigned on account of ill health. Richard Bridge, a mechanic from Stacksteads, replaced him after he was approached by the workhouse committee, as he had been their second choice for the job. However, he apparently didn’t carry out his duties satisfactorily, as he was dismissed from the post sometime later. The position was then given to one of the inmates at the workhouse, which stirred up much controversy. A few of the committee members came to the lad’s defence, including Mr Brettargh, the workhouse warden, who stated that the lad carried out his duties with far more diligence than Mr Bridge had done.


JANUARY 29TH

1817: On this day, Edwin Waugh, a famous northern poet, was born at Toad Lane, Rochdale. His most famous and inspiring years, however, were spent at Fo’ Edge Farm near Edenfield. This farm (now in ruins) was situated high on the moors, and it is here that Waugh spent time convalescing from drink and opium addiction. He also wrote some of his best verse while staying here.

Toad Lane, at the time of his birth and childhood, was a rough place, where dog fighting and badger-, bear- and bull-baiting were not uncommon. In fact, bulls were sometimes tied to a stake driven into the riverbed of the Roch and baited using bulldogs and bulldog/terrier hybrids. Those that continued to bait their bull, despite the savage retaliations and the often fast-flowing river, were considered the gamest. Growing up in such a rough area may well have had a deleterious effect on Waugh. Waugh may well have fallen in love whilst staying at Fo’ Edge Farm, as he wrote about a ‘dark-eyed beauty’ in the district. He left the farm a fitter, more sober person, and afterwards wrote much of his best work.


JANUARY 30TH

1860: On this day, a family bible was presented to Mr James Yates, a loom overlooker at Brooksbottom Mill, Summerseat. Mr Yates was leaving to take up a new contract with Fall Barn Mill at Rawtenstall, situated in the north of the Rossendale Valley. The presentation was made by the Brooksbottom Mill weavers as a mark of their appreciation for their esteemed colleague. Mr Yates was in the employ of Mr John Robinson Kay, who was born in Burnley, the son of Thomas Kay, the one-time owner of Longholme Mill at Rawtenstall. Mr Kay married into the Hamer family, who were long associated with the village of Summerseat; indeed, the Hamers Arms in that village was named after the family. Mr Kay was a popular public speaker who keenly supported the Ten Hours Bill, which was designed to reduce working hours for women and children. He fostered a friendly atmosphere for workers at his Brooksbottom Mill, which he rebuilt in 1830. That friendly atmosphere was much in evidence during the presentation.


JANUARY 31ST

1707: On this day, a Cavalier soldier, who either lived in the Bury area or presided in this district for quite a long period of time, recorded in his personal diary a transaction involving a horse and a piper. The account records that the nameless Cavalier sold his black horse, named Buck, to a local man named William Anderson. The transaction was to include twenty-five shillings, and William Anderson was also to provide the ‘deep playing of pipes per annum, for as long as he lives in the County of Lancaster.’ Anderson was to pay ‘by parcels [possibly meaning installments] as he can get it’, and if his horse was to fall ill at any time, then the Cavalier promised to ‘bate him five shillings’. Judging by the conditions of the sale, it is possible that the horse was actually leased to Anderson, as long as he lived in the Bury area.


FEBRUARY 1ST

2012: At 9.20 a.m., a lorry shed its load of magazines, newspapers, books and other contents. The lorry hit a bump near Bass Lane, at the top end of Walmersley Road, which caused five tons of material to spill out onto the road, the debris being scattered for quite some distance; so much so, in fact, that the east-bound side of the road was completely blocked for some time. Four council vehicles, with eight members of staff, were sent to deal with the problem, but the sheer volume of material proved difficult to remove from the scene and the police were forced to close the road. Reinforcements were called in and two more council vehicles arrived to provide assistance. Even with all of this labour available, it still took two hours to clean up the mess, which had spread over a wide area. The company who owned the lorry launched an investigation into the incident, stating that such an occurrence ‘was not acceptable’.


FEBRUARY 2ND

1876: On this day, Bury parish church was completed and opened. Built on the highest point of the town centre, the present building stood on an ancient site where a church had stood for well over 1,000 years previously. The steeple was actually built earlier, in 1842, with the church being designed a few years later by J.S. Crowther, on a much grander scale in comparison to the churches that had formerly stood on this site. The building of the main structure took five years to complete and is situated quite close to where a medieval castle once stood, which was besieged centuries earlier by Oliver Cromwell’s forces. They camped on a bend of the River Irwell, just north of what is now Burrs Country Park, and then marched on the town, which put up a strong and valiant resistance. At that time, the area around the town centre was corn fields and it is said that they ran red with blood after the fierce battles.
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1850: The Derby Hotel in Bury town centre first opened its doors on this day.

[image: image]

1871: On this day a Bury mill burnt down, killing five men.
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