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Book Title: 

Anne

A Historical Romance of Redemption, Calling, and Healing

1890s Frontier

ABOUT THIS BOOK 

In the closing decade of the nineteenth century, America stood between two worlds — one of fading prejudice and rising promise, one of inherited wealth and humble faith. The Civil War had ended, but class and color still built invisible fences around hearts and towns. In parlors and drawing rooms from Baltimore to Boston, the measure of a woman’s worth was still dictated by her waistline, her manners, and the man who claimed her hand.

Into this rigid world steps Anne Angler — a plus-size heiress with golden hair, an infectious laugh, and a heart that refused to bow to small-minded opinion. She was born into privilege, but not into peace. Her family’s fortune could purchase pearls and carriages, yet it could not buy the one thing her soul craved: freedom.

From childhood, Anne was reminded that she was “too much.” Too cheerful, too curvy, too ambitious. Her mother measured her dresses as carefully as her words. Her father measured her value in social advancement. And when they presented her with a proposal from a sixty-year-old financier named Amos Dearborn, Anne finally found her voice — and it did not whisper. It thundered with divine defiance.

For Anne, the turning point came not from rebellion but revelation. In the quiet of her room, beneath the polished ceiling and the weight of her parents’ expectations, she read Psalm 139:14 — “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” It was not a verse to her; it was liberation in ink. She realized that beauty measured by inches dies quickly, but beauty measured by obedience to God lasts forever.

And so, against reason and reputation, Anne answered an advertisement for a mail-order bride — a phrase scandalous enough to echo through Baltimore’s society pages for weeks. The ad came from Charles Cotton, a cattle baron of Kansas City, Missouri, whose wealth equaled her own but whose heart, like hers, was searching for something no bank could hold. Charles wanted a companion of refinement; Anne wanted a new beginning. God wanted to perform a miracle neither could yet understand.

What followed was not a simple love story, but a collision of heaven and humanity. Anne’s journey westward by train was both literal and spiritual — a pilgrimage away from vanity, toward vocation. When the train derailed, it was as though the Lord Himself had flipped the tracks of her destiny. Out of the wreckage, Anne emerged bruised but reborn, stepping into a town where color, class, and calling mixed freely — Auburn, Kansas — a place where a Black cook, a Native healer, and a Scottish baker worked side by side.

Anne found in that bakery something her home had never given her: purpose. She kneaded dough instead of gossip, and found her laughter again among women whose hands were scarred but strong. It was there she decided she would never marry Charles Cotton — or anyone — unless she loved them through the eyes of Christ.

Yet love, as heaven often writes it, was waiting just beyond the reach of her pride.

When Charles fell ill with fever, calling her name through delirium, Anne answered a call greater than romance — the call to compassion. Nursing him by lamplight and prayer, she watched the miracle unfold not only in his body but in her heart. Perfect love cast out fear, and slowly, she realized that true affection was not found in courtship rituals but in sacrificial service.

Their union, though humble, was holy. Their marriage, though unplanned, became prophetic. And their trial — both literal and spiritual — became the stage for God’s justice.

When Anne’s parents returned to reclaim her into the bondage of social image, they brought with them lawyers, threats, and the old suitor who had purchased a judge’s verdict. The gavel came down, declaring their marriage annulled — until Anne, steady and shining with quiet authority, presented a sealed note from her doctor.

The note read: “Patient is twelve weeks pregnant with twins.”

In that instant, the courtroom trembled under the weight of divine irony. The very seed they sought to destroy had already taken root in her womb. Heaven overruled the courts of men. The crowd erupted, shouting praises. Reporters scribbled headlines that read like Scripture: “Judge Overruled by Life.”

From that day, Anne and Charles vowed to use their redemption to redeem others. They built The Gathering Fields, a farmer’s market where all ethnicities and backgrounds could trade, sing, pray, and prosper together. In a time still shackled by separation, they demonstrated what the kingdom of God looks like on earth — a table where everyone belongs.

Their story is a hymn to grace — humorous at times, heartbreaking at others — but always triumphant. It celebrates the laughter of a plus-size bride who dared to believe she was beautiful because God said so. It honors the steadfast faith of a man who learned that strength is not in cattle or coin, but in compassion. And it glorifies the Lord who turns derailed trains, broken hearts, and unjust verdicts into the raw material of miracles.

Anne and Charles’s story are not merely about romance; it’s about resurrection — the death of pride, the burial of prejudice, and the rising of purpose. It’s about a seed that fell to the ground and died — only to grow into a harvest so wide, it reached across generations and races.

Their seed died — but it lived again in every soul who dares to love beyond logic, forgive beyond reason, and believe beyond what the world calls possible.

As you open this book, may you laugh, weep, and rejoice.
But above all, may you see your reflection in Anne’s journey —
a woman learning that she was never too much — she was simply chosen.
And may every page remind you:

Only Jesus can resurrect what human hands have buried.
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Dedication Prayer: 

Father, in the name of Jesus,

I lift up this entire book ministry before You. You commanded Your people in Mark 16:15 to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel,” and I present these books as my obedience to that call. Every story, every chapter, every character, every recipe, every prayer, and every reflection is a seed sown into the world for Your glory.

Lord, Your Word declares in Mark 16:19–20 that You worked with the disciples and confirmed the message with signs following. I ask that You work with me the same way. Let Your hand rest on every manuscript I write, every upload I publish, and every platform where these books appear. Confirm every message with favor, reach, influence, and transformation.

I ask Jesus to take care of my needs personally. You are my Provider, my Source, and my Sustainer. Meet every need, bless every area of my life, and let supernatural provision flow from Your hand, not from human systems.

Lord, I ask that You keep my books on the top-selling and top-download lists—not for fame, but so more people can be reached than I could ever imagine. Let these stories go farther than my feet will ever travel.

Let young people discover these books and start reading, ordering, and sharing them.

Let book clubs, bookstores, libraries, churches, and organizations pick them up by the leading of Your Spirit.

And Father, I declare in Jesus’ name that these books are not restricted by human rules, laws, platforms, or systems. They are not controlled by social media, algorithms, or digital regulations. They are not held down by visibility rules, hidden gates, or shifting trends.

These books are not controlled by the computer age or modern technology.

They do not belong to the limitations of devices, software, or online systems.

They belong to the Kingdom of God.

Jesus is above every ruler, every authority, every platform, every system, every algorithm, and every power in high places. No earthly structure can override His authority.

These books are carried by the Spirit, not by screens.

They spread by grace, not by code.

They reach hearts by anointing, not by analytics.

No algorithm can bury them.

No technology can silence them.

No digital rule can restrain them.

No system can limit the assignment You have placed upon them.

Lord, let these books move freely through the world—above restrictions, above technology, above the computer age, and above anything created by human minds. Let Your angels carry them. Let Your Spirit guide them. Let Your power open doors that no man can shut.

Let this ministry be hidden in humility, yet lifted by Your hand.

Let every book glorify Jesus.

Let every reader be touched by Your presence.

And let Your will be done in this calling You have trusted me with.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Anne

Chapter 1 — Beautiful in His Eyes 

“No human logic why Anne should go to Kansas City, Missouri,” her parents said—many times, and with increasing volume.

“Anne Angler, you cannot be serious!” Her mother’s pearls trembled around her neck like a warning bell at sea. “Kansas City? Why, that’s the edge of civilization! Do you realize people there eat biscuits with gravy—for breakfast?”

Anne bit her lip to keep from laughing. “Mother, they also eat bread, breathe air, and read the Bible. Civilization seems intact.”

Her father folded the newspaper so tightly the pages groaned. “The matter is settled. Amos Dearborn has asked for your hand, and at sixty years old, he is established.”

“Established?” Anne raised a brow. “So is the Roman Colosseum, Father. Both have cracks.”

“Watch your tongue, young lady.” He pointed his cigar like a sermon. “Amos Dearborn is a respected man, owns three ships, a warehouse, and a fine bald head—uh, I mean, reputation.”

Her mother clasped her hands. “And he’s willing to overlook your ... your fondness for desserts.”

Anne leaned back, smiling sweetly. “Then the man must truly love cake more than I do.”

The Family Conference of Nonsense

The dining room glittered with crystal and good intentions gone bad. Servants moved quietly, pretending not to hear the Anglers debating their only daughter’s future as if she weren’t sitting three chairs away.

Her father began his speech for the fourth time that week. “Anne, your mother and I only want what’s best for you. Amos is dependable, and his knees—”

“Are older than my piano,” Anne interrupted.

Her mother gasped. “Anne Elizabeth Angler!”

“Well, it’s true,” Anne said, half-smiling. “And besides, Mother, he’s not even a Christian. How can I marry a man who calls Revelation ‘Revelations’ and thinks Genesis is a horse?”

Her father blinked. “Faith will come with time.”

“No, Father,” Anne said, lowering her voice. “It comes with Jesus.”

That earned her a full twenty seconds of scandalized silence.

The Lockdown

Two days later, the Anglers held what Anne called a “Parental Revival Meeting,” which ended with her door locked from the outside.

“You’ll stay in there until you come to your senses,” her father announced. “And no more of your Bible quotes!”

Anne’s voice drifted through the door. “You mean the ones about freedom, Father?”

He grunted. “Especially those!”

She heard the key turn and the echo of his footsteps fade. For a while, she stood perfectly still, half in disbelief, half in amusement. Her parents had truly imprisoned her—in a bedroom lined with velvet drapes, fresh roses, and a view of the city harbor. “Some punishment,” she muttered. “The persecuted church should be so lucky.”

Martha the Maid and the Newspaper Ministry

Every rebellion needs an accomplice, and Anne had Martha—her round-faced, sharp-eyed maid who feared God but not humans.

Martha entered each morning with breakfast and, miraculously, a flat newspaper tucked under the tray of biscuits. “Miss Anne,” she whispered, “you didn’t hear this from me, but the classifieds are more exciting than any sermon in town.”

Anne grinned. “Martha, you are the angel of deliverance.”

“Angel, nothing,” Martha said, wiping her hands. “I just like reading the marriage announcements. Gives me hope that someone will marry that dreadful cousin of mine before the century ends.”

Anne unrolled the paper, half for amusement, half for escape. “Let’s see what misery the world offers today.”

There were ads for sewing machines, miracle tonics, and one unfortunate poem titled Ode to a Toenail. But halfway down the page, her eyes caught a headline:

“Wealthy Cattle Baron of Kansas Seeking Mail-Order Bride from the East.”

She blinked. Then laughed. Then stopped laughing.

“Martha,” she said slowly, “did you know Kansas has cattle barons?”

Martha smirked. “And Baltimore has fools, but we don’t marry ’em.”

Still, Anne kept reading.

“Desired: refined, God-fearing lady of education and means to share partnership and faith. Applicant must appreciate frontier life. Correspondence welcome. — Mr. Charles Cotton, Kansas City.”

Anne whispered, “Refined? Check. God-fearing? Mostly. Education and means? Check and check.”

Martha frowned. “He’ll expect a woman half your size and twice your obedience.”

“Then he shall be doubly surprised,” Anne said, eyes twinkling.

––––––––
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Letters, Lies, and Tins

Anne used her friend Rebecca’s address for correspondence—because even she wasn’t bold enough to have Kansas letters arriving at her parents’ mansion.

She spent a full afternoon composing her reply:

“Dear Mr. Cotton,
I am Anne Angler of Baltimore. My faith is as sincere as my biscuits are uneven, but I am a woman of purpose. Should you desire a wife who can pray, sing, organize, and perhaps laugh too loudly for polite company, then I am your equal in ambition. Enclosed is a tin photograph—taken before I ate too many biscuits.”
When she finished, she sealed it with wax and a laugh. “If he’s smart, he’ll appreciate honesty. If not, he’ll save me a trip.”

Three weeks later, Martha slipped her another letter. “From Kansas City,” she whispered like announcing a miracle.

Anne tore it open. Inside was a photo of a man so
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	Beauty and Purpose
How did Anne’s understanding of her own beauty change from Baltimore to Kansas? How does her journey reflect Psalm 139:14 — “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”?

	Faith vs. Society
What does Anne’s refusal to marry for status say about faith’s role in challenging cultural expectations?

	The Train Derailed
How did the literal train accident mirror the spiritual “derailment” needed to redirect Anne’s life?

	Unity Across Cultures
What did you learn from the friendship among Anne, Martha, and Sue? How can modern believers honor diversity as a reflection of God’s image?

	The Courtroom Miracle
How did God use injustice as the stage for divine justice? What do you think the judge experienced in that moment of revelation?

	Forgiveness and Restoration
How does the Angler family’s reconciliation show the healing power of humility?

	Faith in Action
The Gathering Fields became more than a market — it became a ministry. What kind of “marketplace” is God asking you to build in your community?

	Legacy and Generations
How did Anne and Charles’s obedience produce blessings that reached future generations? What seeds are you planting today that may grow tomorrow?

	Marriage and Mission
How did Anne and Charles learn that marriage is not only love but also partnership in purpose?

	Grace Over Law
What moments in your life has God overruled the “law” of circumstance with the grace of His mercy?



	Pray for Direction
Ask God to bring together women who need encouragement, laughter, and identity in Christ.

	Gather Two or Three
Jesus promised, “Where two or three are gathered in My name, I am there” (Matthew 18:20). Begin small — even with one trusted friend.

	Choose Uplifting Reads
Select stories that honor faith, healing, and self-acceptance. Include books that portray women of all shapes and backgrounds as vessels of grace.

	Create a Safe Space
Encourage open conversation, laughter, and prayer. Remind members that no comparison lives in Christ’s kingdom.

	Include Reflection & Prayer Time
End each meeting with a Scripture reading and personal reflection.

	Add Service & Fellowship
Host clothing drives, baking days, or women’s prayer breakfasts — letting beauty and purpose overflow into the community.

	Celebrate Testimonies
Have members share victories in self-image, health, and faith. Celebrate every milestone together.



	Seek Vision & Unity
Begin with prayer and community conversation. Clarify the mission — to feed bodies and souls.

	Secure the Land
Partner with a church, city council, or landowner to use open space for weekend markets.

	Build Diverse Partnerships
Invite farmers, bakers, artisans, and families of all ethnic backgrounds. Unity is the seed of abundance.

	Keep the Vision Simple
Sell, trade, share. Let every stall carry both provision and prayer.

	Involve the Church
Schedule short devotionals or worship music during market days. Let visitors experience both bread and the Bread of Life.

	Keep Records and Steward Well
Track vendors, donations, and improvements. Transparency glorifies God.

	Dedicate the Ground to God
Hold a small service of blessing before your first opening — as Anne and Charles did.
Pray: “Lord, bless the work of every 
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