
   
  Green & Brown Flowers

   

  
 
[image: Image]


FILMY ANGELICA


  Angelica triquinata


  Carrot family (Apiaceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny green to greenish-white flowers, flower heads 3" to 6" across in a group (umbel) with 15–25 rays on top of tall stem; coarsely toothed, highly divided leaves up to 12" long, leaflets tapering to a long point, stalks of the upper leaves dilated and partially clasping stem; stout green, smooth stem is tinged red; flattened, winged seed capsules in pairs.


  Height: 2'–5' Bloom Season: July–September


  Filmy angelica is a high-elevation Appalachian endemic often forming large colonies in moist woods or on balds. The greenish flowers are formed into a rounded to flattened head called an umbel. The flowers exude copious sweet nectar that attracts bees, wasps, and hornets, including parasitic yellow jackets (Dolichovespula arctica). These and other pollinators that sip at the nectar soon find themselves unable to fly or even walk away without staggering, as the nectar is strongly intoxicating. Other members of this family are extremely toxic, including poison hemlock (Conium maculatum), which can cause respiratory failure if eaten. You can see filmy angelica in moist areas at Pisgah Campground, the Cascades Trail at E B Jeffress Park, and at balds such as Craggy Gardens and nearby Roan Mountain.


  [image: Image]


  JACK-IN-THE-PULPIT


  Arisaema triphyllum


  Arum family (Araceae)


  Quick ID: 3 oval pointed leaflets atop the stem; spike (spadix) of tiny, insignificant flowers covered by light green hood (spathe) with white or purplish stripes; fruits are clusters of bright red berries on the stalk.


  Height: 8"–24" Bloom Season: April–June


  Jack-in-the-pulpit can be found in forested habitats in most areas along the Parkway. The tiny flowers are found on a fleshy spike called a spadix (Jack), and a showy bract called a spathe (pulpit) surrounds the spadix. Perhaps the best place to see this plant is in the Peaks of Otter area, where 2 species can be found, including the unusual bog jack-in-the-pulpit (A. stewardsonii) (inset). Sporting deeply fluted ridges with green or purple stripes on the hood (spathe), it is typically found in moist sites in northern states and Canada. The underground corms contain crystals of calcium oxalate, which cause a needlelike burning sensation if chewed. Young pranksters dubbed it “memory plant” after tempting unknowing visitors into trying a bite—one they would always remember.
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  SKUNK CABBAGE


  Symplocarpus foetidus


  Arum family (Araceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny yellow flowers on rounded spike (spadix); mottled green to purple shell-like 3"–6" sheath (spathe); large, broad, veined, dark green leaves to 1' wide and up to 2' long on stalk rising from ground.


  Height: 1'–2' Bloom Season: February–April


  Camouflaged, blooming in winter, and with an odor of rotting meat, skunk cabbage is a flower that survives against all odds. Unique in the flower world, skunk cabbage is able to generate heat up to 68 toasty degrees, even when the ambient temperature falls below 0°F. This process, called thermogenesis, can melt fallen snow around the plant and allows the flower to bloom in the coldest weather. Competing with winter-killed carcasses, the heady aroma of blooming skunk cabbage is irresistible to flies and other insects that may be active in late winter. Snails and beetles are also attracted to the plant’s warmth, seeking refuge within its protective sheath. Look for skunk cabbage in wet, marshy areas such as those at Mabry Mill and near the James River and Otter Creek.
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  POISON IVY


  Toxicodendron radicans


  Sumac family (Anacardiaceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny bell-shaped greenish-white flowers; 3 leaflets with pointed tips each 2"–4½" long; climbing vine or trailing vine or shrub; small round whitish fruits.


  Height: Vine to 150' Bloom Season: April–May


  The inconspicuous tiny greenish-white flowers of poison ivy are typically not the first part of this infamous plant that people notice. Poison ivy can appear as a trailing vine 4"–10" tall or as a shrub up to 4'. It may also form a climbing vine resembling a fuzzy rope that grows up to 150' on trees. Poison ivy contains urushiol, an oil that causes a skin reaction in 80 percent of people. Folk remedies such as pouring bleach on the rash, eating the leaves, or rubbing the leaves on the rash may cause more harm. Wash the affected area with cool water and soap, and remember the saying “Leaves of three, let it be.”
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  WILD GINGER


  Asarum canadense


  Birthwort family (Aristolochiaceae)


  Quick ID: Maroon-brown, urn-shaped flower with spreading tips; opposite, heart-shaped leaves 3"–5" wide on downy stalks.


  Height: 6"–12" Bloom Season: April–May


  In spring, lovely heart-shaped leaves of wild ginger hide the camouflaged jug-like flowers that hug the ground. When rubbed between the fingers, the leaves and roots have a faint ginger-like smell that is similar to that of the ginger spice plant that grows in tropical areas. The roots of wild ginger were dried, powdered, and used by early settlers as a substitute for true ginger to season foods, especially meats. The root was also sliced and then cooked into a sugary syrup and made into a candy or poured over hotcakes. Scientists have discovered that this plant contains aristolochic acid, which may cause cancer if ingested. The common name little brown jugs is often used to describe the flowers of another wild ginger relative, Hexastylis arifolia.
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  LARGEFLOWER HEARTLEAF GINGER


  Hexastylis shuttleworthii


  Birthwort family (Aristolochiaceae)


  Quick ID: Urn-shaped, mottled reddish-brown flower up to 1½" wide, 3 large spreading lobes; heart-shaped to rounded, waxy, evergreen low-lying leaves, 2"–4" long, greenish-white branching veins, smooth margin.


  Height: 1"–4" Bloom Season: May–July


  This curious flower is endemic to the Southern Appalachians. Even though you know it is here, it is still a challenge to find, as the thick fleshy flowers lie low to the ground, hidden beneath the heart-shaped leaves. Found in rich mountain forests of North Carolina, largeflower heartleaf, or Shuttleworth’s ginger, prefers moist acidic habitats such as those where you also find great rhododendron (Rhododendron maximum). The evergreen leaves of the wild gingers in the genus Hexastylis separate these from their cousins in the Asarum genus, such as wild ginger (Asarum canadense). Also, the flowers of largeflower heartleaf are comparatively larger than those of other gingers. The species name, shuttleworthii, honors Edward Shuttleworth (1829–1909), who collected plants in South America.
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  BLUE COHOSH


  Caulophyllum thalictroides


  Barberry family (Berberidaceae)


  Quick ID: Greenish-yellow to brownish flowers with 6 petals tinged purplish-brown; deep blue berrylike fruits held upright on stems; leaves with 3–5 lobes; bluish-green chalky “bloom” covering leaves and stem when fresh.


  Height: 1'–3' Bloom Season: April–June


  The name blue cohosh is a bit confusing, as the spring-blooming flowers are dull greenish-yellow, but it is the blueberry-like fruits that led to the name. The common name cohosh is derived from an Algonquian word meaning “it is rough,” referring to the textured root of the plant. Northern blue cohosh (C. giganteum) blooms about 2 weeks earlier; a third species in this genus resides in East Asia. Long used by Native Americans and later colonists and midwives, blue cohosh roots were soaked in water to form teas and tonics to treat many disorders, especially female conditions. Typically used to induce labor, current research has found that blue cohosh can cause abortion and neonatal strokes or heart damage.
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  FALSE HELLEBORE


  Veratrum viride


  Bunchflower family (Melanthiaceae)


  Quick ID: Flowers clustered on 8"–20" stems at top of plant; star-shaped greenish-yellow hairy ½" wide flowers; large alternate, ribbed 6"–12" leaves that clasp the tall, stout stem.


  Height: 2'–8' Bloom Season: May–July


  False hellebore is often found growing with skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus) in wet, marshy areas. Many plants, including false hellebore, protect themselves from herbivores with chemicals called alkaloids that are bitter and often toxic. Containing over 200 different alkaloids, all parts of false hellebore are highly toxic and cause severe vomiting, low blood pressure, and potentially death if ingested. The toxins in false hellebore have been used to kill rats, mice, and lice. Mothers dipped the family comb and brush in the plant’s juice to kill head lice. In the 1940s it was used as a treatment for high blood pressure, but side effects included violent vomiting and nausea, and its use has been discontinued. You can see false hellebore and skunk cabbage in the wet areas at Mabry Mill.
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  APPALACHIAN BUNCHFLOWER


  Veratrum parviflorum


  Bunchflower family (Melanthiaceae)


  Quick ID: Small bright yellowish-green flowers, 3 rounded petals and 3 rounded petal-like sepals (tepals), 6 stamens with yellow tips; oval basal leaves 4⁷/₁₀"–8³/₅" long with narrower end at the base.


  Height: 1'–5' Bloom Season: July–September


  The unique blossoms of bunchflowers are formed from three petals and three sepals that all look alike and are collectively termed tepals. Appalachian, or mountain, bunchflower is an unusual looking plant with a long thin central stem and thin side stems that hold the green flowers. Appalachian bunchflower is somewhat similar to false hellebore (Veratrum viride), but it has leaves all the way up the stem. Very slow to develop, some members of this genus can take up to forty years before becoming sexually mature. Look for this Southern Appalachian endemic near Heintooga Road. Members of this genus contain many toxic alkaloids, one of which, cyclopamine, is being studied in the treatment of brain, breast, and pancreatic cancers.
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  AUTUMN CORALROOT


  Corallorhiza odontorhiza


  Orchid family (Orchidaceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny nondescript flowers ⅛" long, whitish with purplish-brown tips; leaves are overlapping sheathes hugging greenish-yellow unbranched stem; fruit is a pendulous egg-shaped capsule.


  Height: 5"–8" Bloom Season: August–October


  Coralroot orchids are not one of the more striking members of the Orchid family. In fact, most people pass them by with hardly a second glance. Highly camouflaged against the forest floor, they are barely noticeable unless you look carefully. Three species of coralroot can be found growing along the Blue Ridge Parkway, each at a different season. The very similar spring, or Wister’s, coralroot (C. wisteriana) blooms much earlier in the season, April–May, and has magenta spots on the lower lip. Blooming July–August, spotted coralroot (C. maculata) has dull brownish-purple flowers; the lower lip is white with red spots. Autumn coralroot is a plant that relies on underground fungi for nutrients.
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  SOLOMON’S SEAL


  Polygonatum biflorum


  Ruscus family (Ruscaceae)


  Quick ID: Long arching stem; alternate, oval, 2"–6" leaves with obvious parallel veins; 1–3 greenish to white tubular, ½"–1" flowers dangle below stem, petals flare at base of tube; fruits are round green berries that ripen deep blue.


  Height: 12"–48" Bloom Season: April–June


  Two rows of small bell-shaped greenish-white to cream flowers hang delicately from the long arching stem of Solomon’s seal. The flower was named to honor King Solomon, who purportedly made use of many medicinal herbs. The horizontal underground stem, or rhizome, has marks that resemble the wax seal used on important documents. Native Americans ate the prepared rhizomes by roasting, frying, or beating them into flour to make bread. The leaves and young stems were eaten like greens. The plant was also used to treat dysentery, lung diseases, and as a salve for sores. A larger variety, King Solomon’s seal, is a robust form that differs in chromosome number. Look for Solomon’s seal throughout the Parkway, including along the Cascades Trail at E. B. Jeffress Park.
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  WOOD NETTLE


  Laportea canadensis


  Nettle family (Urticaceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny greenish flowers in clusters; alternate serrated leaves; stout stem with stinging hairs.


  Height: 1³/₅'–4' Bloom Season: May–August


  Wood nettle is often abundant in open woods, rich cove forests, and especially along streams and moist ditches along the Blue Ridge Parkway. Hikers along Parkway trails soon learn to avoid brushing up against this plant, as its stinging hairs can penetrate clothing. When brushed against, the tip of the stinging hairs breaks off, leaving a sharp point through which it injects irritating compounds including acetylcholine and histamine into the unfortunate victim, causing a painful stinging sensation that may last for hours or days. In the same family, stinging nettle (Urtica dioica) has opposite leaves. Soaking or cooking the leaves and young stems removes the stinging compounds. Quite nutritious, both plants can be boiled and eaten like spinach.


   
  Blue & Purple Flowers
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  CHICORY


  Cichorium intybus

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Flat flower with sky-blue squared, fringed petals, sometimes pink to white; hairy stem, irregularly toothed leaves.


  Height: 10"–48" Bloom Season: June–October


  Often considered a weed, the pastel blue pinwheel flowers of chicory have one of the most significant accounts of all wildflowers. The plant was introduced into the New World from Europe, and thrifty settlers added 1 part chicory root to 2 parts coffee to stretch the morning brew. Soldiers in the Civil War and World War II used it as a coffee substitute It’s well known as a remedy for intestinal worms, and farmers who graze their herds in chicory-laden fields have healthier cattle Chicory’s versatility doesn’t stop here—scientists have found that the deep taproot has antibacterial and anti-inflammatory properties. This “weed” may have future use for treating osteoarthritis, cardiovascular, and liver problems. Containing inulin, chicory is currently used as a sugar substitute and dietary fiber source.
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  ROBIN’S PLANTAIN


  Erigeron pulchellus

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Over 60 thin, lavender, daisy-like petals, flowers have yellow center; hairy, soft stems; hairy leaves with bottom leaves flat as well as hairy.


  Height: 8"–24" Bloom Season: April–June


  Along with the arching white-flowered branches of early-spring blackberry shrubs, the daisy-like flowers of Robin’s plantain thrive in sunny open areas. Forming inviting blankets of pastel beauty at overlooks, Robin’s plantain is one of the most common early-spring flowers along parkway roadsides and fields Early-spring butterflies such as azures, hairstreaks, and skippers enjoy the 1"–1½" flat landing pad and refreshing nectar offered by the pinkish-lavender flowers. Widespread in the eastern states and Canada, the flowers of Robin’s plantain are showier and larger than its fleabane relatives, such as common fleabane (E. philadelphicus), which sports smaller white-petaled flowers Native Cherokee used this plant medicinally to treat headaches, colds, and coughs and mixed it with tallow to heal sores.
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  HOLLOW JOE-PYE WEED


  Eutrochium fistulosum

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Pinkish-purple flowers in a large dense, round-topped cluster about 1' in diameter; smooth purplish hollow stem; lance-shaped 4"–12" leaves in whorls of 4–7 around the stem.


  Height: 3'–10'Bloom Season: July–October


  If you enjoy watching butterflies, you should learn to recognize joe-pye weed, also known as trumpetweed. Found in wet areas throughout the eastern and central states, the pinkish-purple blooms of these tall flowers are butterfly magnets, attracting these flying jewels in throngs Joe-pye weed is named for early New England herbalist Joe Pye, who used this plant to treat typhus, a bacterial disease carried by fleas and lice. Recently separated from Eupatorium into the Eutrochium genus, several other species of joe-pye weed can be found along the Parkway, including sweet joe-pye weed (E. purpureum), which has green stems with dark nodes, and the hairy stemmed Steele’s joe-pye weed (E. steelei), which is a high-elevation Appalachian endemic.
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  HELLER’S BLAZING STAR


  Liatris helleri

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Spike of lavender flowers with soft bristles; thin grasslike leaves.


  Height: 6"–16" Bloom Season: July–September


  Being a member of a rare species club is not necessarily an honor, but Heller’s blazing star is one such species. Placed on the federal threatened and endangered species list in 1987, it is known only from a handful of locations in the Blue Ridge Mountains. It requires high-elevation rock outcrops and grassy balds to survive. Blazing stars are sometimes commonly called gay feathers, button snakeroot, or rattlesnake master. Parkway botanists have worked hard to protect this special plant, which is threatened by trampling from hikers, climbers, and sightseers. Hikers and visitors to the park should respect this and other vulnerable plants and make sure to stay on trails, especially in these sensitive habitats.
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  DENSE BLAZING STAR


  Liatris spicata

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Tall dense spike of reddish-purple tubular flowers with fringes; alternate long, narrow leaves.


  Height: 2'–6' Bloom Season: July–October


  In late summer, the sunny meadows of Doughton Park are lushly decorated with lavender spikes of small tufted flowers waving merrily in the open fields. This eastern native thrives in the prairie-like habitat here along with butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), tickseed (Coreopsis spp.), and mountain mints (Pycnanthemum spp.) Butterflies such as silver-spotted skippers are attracted to the nectarrich blooms Blazing stars, or gayfeathers, bloom from the top down and are popular as garden plants. Long known for their medicinal properties, blazing stars were used by Native Americans as a painkiller for backaches and as a remedy for swelling. It was also used to prevent colic and excess gas. Several other species can be found in the park, including tall gayfeather (L. aspera) and scaly gayfeather (L. squarrosa).

  [image: Image]



  PURPLE STEM ASTER


  Symphyotrichum puniceum

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Large clusters of whitish light blue to light violet flowers, outer ray petals surround yellow center (disk flowers) that turn brownish-purple with age; bristly, greenish-purple stems; rough, toothed, lance-shaped leaves.


  Height: 2'–7' Bloom Season: September–October


  Along the Parkway, the commonly seen purple stem aster resembles the deeper purple flowers of New England aster (S. novae-angliae), which sometimes escapes from local flower gardens. Similar to purple stem aster, late purple aster (S. patens) has backward-curving bracts called phyllaries, but its leaf bases nearly encircle the stem. Smooth blue aster (S. laeve) has smooth greenish stems. Lowrie’s aster (S. lowrieanum) has heart-shaped leaves with a winged stalk and a greasy feel. Appalachian clasping aster (S. phlogifolium) has characteristic very thin leaves that are pinched near the base. Also found in the park is wavy-leaved aster (S. undulatum), which has wavy heart-shaped leaves that clasp the stem.
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  RIGID WHITETOP ASTER


  Symphyotrichum retroflexum

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Flowers have 13–30 purple ray petals, creamy yellowish-white center (disk flowers); green bract-like sepals (phyllaries) are turned backward (retroflexed); linear to elliptical leaves with serrated edges; robust stem is smooth below the flowers.


  Height: 16"–39" Bloom Season: August–October


  Rigid whitetop aster is a large, showy aster found in mountainous areas of western North Carolina along the Blue Ridge Parkway. It begins blooming in late August and continues through fall into October. The pale purple flowers attract a large number of butterflies, including migrating monarchs on their journey south to Mexico. It is found in only three other Southern Appalachian states: Tennessee, South Carolina, and Georgia Look for rigid whitetop aster at Milepost 377 and Mount Mitchell State Park. Based on DNA sequencing, many common asters in North America are now placed in the genus Symphyotrichum rather than the genus Aster. In many older wildflower field guides, rigid whitetop aster may be listed as Aster retroflexus or A. curtisii. These older names are known as synonyms.
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  NEW YORK IRONWEED


  Vernonia noveboracensis

  Aster family (Asteraceae)


  Quick ID: Clusters of violet-purple flat-topped flower heads, each with 30–50 flowers; alternate, lance-shaped 4"–8" leaves; stiff, greenish-purple stems.


  Height: 3'–7' Bloom Season: July–September


  To a butterfly, a field of the vivid violet-purple flowers of New York iron-weed looks like a juicy candy store open and free for the taking. Native to the eastern states, New York ironweed blooms in late summer and fall. The genus name, Vernonia, honors Cambridge botanist and entomolo-gist William Vernon (1680–1711), who studied and collected plants in Maryland in 1698. The species name, noveboracensis, means “of New York” and may refer to where the plant was first collected. Native Americans used ironweed to ease pain after childbirth. An infusion of the root was also used for loose teeth and for stomach ulcers.
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  VIRGINIA BLUEBELLS


  Mertensia virginica

  Borage family (Boraginaceae)


  Quick ID: Buds pink; pale blue, nodding, 1" trumpet-shaped flowers; 2"–6" alternate, smooth, oval leaves; fragile stem.


  Height: 1'–2' Bloom Season: March–May


  Under a canopy of April’s flowering dogwood and redbud, the eye-catching pastel colors of Virginia bluebells form undulating carpets of baby-shower blues and pinks. Also called Roanoke bells or Virginia cowslip, the flowers put on an enjoyable knee-high show along low-elevation streams and riverbanks such as near the James River Visitor Center at Milepost 63.8. The pigments in the flowers change color depending on their pH. As the plant ages and becomes more alkaline, the pink buds change to pale blue, which helps attract pollinators such as butterflies and bees. A favorite woodland wildflower, Virginia bluebells was one of the first flowers Thomas Jefferson took note of in his 1766 garden observations near his home in Monticello, Virginia.
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  WILD COMFREY


  Cynoglossum virginianum

  Borage family (Boraginaceae)


  Quick ID: Pale blue ³/₁₀"–³/₅" 5-petaled flowers in a rounded group atop hairy stem; thick, hairy 4"–8" long oval leaves at the base; hairy stem leaves are tapered and clasp stem.

  Height: 1'–2' Bloom Season: May–June


  In the same family as Virginia bluebells (Mertensia virginica), flowers of wild comfrey are pale sky blue and don’t form the bell shape of bluebells. Also, the leaves and stem of wild comfrey are hairy in comparison to the smooth nature of Virginia bluebells. Native Americans used the root to treat cloudy urine. They boiled the root in water and applied the medicine to itching genitals. Because of its similar appearance to the common comfrey of Europe and Asia, early settlers used this plant in a comparable manner, eating the leaves like cooked spinach. Cancer and severe liver damage have been associated with herbal supplements and teas containing comfrey, as the plant contains dangerous toxins called pyrrolizidine alkaloids. Symptoms of abdominal distress may not appear for days after ingestion.
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  VIPER’S BUGLOSS


  Echium vulgare

  Borage family (Boraginaceae)


  Quick ID: Tubular ³/₄" flowers start pink then turn bright blue, protruding red stamens; bristly hairs on lance-shaped leaves and stem; branched stem speckled with red spots.

  Height: 12"–30" Bloom Season: June–September


  In late summer, motorists along the Blue Ridge Parkway may notice a spike of blue flowers growing in disturbed areas. A hardy introduction from Eurasia, viper’s bugloss grows easily in dry meadows and fields. The genus name, Echium, is Greek for “viper” and refers to the shape of the seeds. Bugloss (pronounced BEW-gloss) is derived from the Greek word for the tongue of an ox, referring to the shape and roughness of the leaves. On sunny days the flowers are often loaded with hungry bees and butterflies, which relish the sweet nectar. Just as natives in the Southern Appalachians cherish honey derived from sourwood blooms, New Zealanders have discovered the golden light taste of viper’s bugloss, or blue borage, honey.
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  APPALACHIAN BELLFLOWER


  Campanula divaricata

  Bellflower family (Campanulaceae)


  Quick ID: Tiny bell-shaped blue flowers with long style; wiry stems; alternate, toothed, pointed 1"–3" leaves.


  Height: 12"–24" Bloom Season: July–October


  Endemic to the Southern and Central Appalachians, wispy sprays of Appalachian bellflower cling tenaciously to rocky cliffs along the Blue Ridge Parkway. Also known as southern harebell, this beauty is distin guished by tiny blue bell-shaped flowers. True to its name, the petals of
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  GREAT BLUE LOBELIA
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  ASIATIC DAYFLOWER
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  ZIGZAG SPIDERWORT
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  BALSAM MOUNTAIN GENTIAN
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  STIFF GENTIAN
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  WILD GERANIUM
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  CRESTED IRIS
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  BLUE-EYED GRASS
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  GILL-OVER-THE-GROUND
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  WILD BERGAMOT
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  HEAL-ALL
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  LESSER PURPLE FRINGED ORCHID
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  ALLEGHENY MONKEYFLOWER
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  BLUE RIDGE BEARDTONGUE
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  SOUTHERN BLUE MONKSHOOD
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  PURPLE FLOWERING RASPBERRY


  
  

  

  

  
  [image: Image]



  COMMON BLUETS
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  APPALACHIAN BLUET
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  COMMON BLUE VIOLET
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  BIRD’S-FOOT VIOLET
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 WAVY LEAVED VIOLET


  
  

  

  

  

  About the Authors

    ______________

  Professional photographers, biologists, authors, and noted national park experts, Ann and Rob Simpson have spent years involved with research and interpretation in US national parks. They have written numerous books on national parks coast to coast that promote conservation and proper use of natural habitats and environmental stewardship. As a former chief of interpretation and national park board member, Rob has a unique understanding of the inner workings of the National Park System. In cooperation with American Park Network, both have led Canon “Photography in the Parks” workshops in major national parks including Yosemite, Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, and Great Smoky Mountains.


  Ann and Rob are both award-winning biology professors at Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown, Virginia. With a background in science education, Ann heads the science department. As part of the college’s Nature Photography curriculum, the Simpsons regularly lead international photo tours to parks and natural history destinations around the world.
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Long known for their stunning images of the natural world, their work has been widely published in such magazines as National Geographic, Time, National Wildlife, and Ranger Rick, as well as many calendars, postcards, and books. Both are members of the Virginia Outdoor Writers Association, Mason Dixon Outdoor Writers Association, and Outdoor Writers Association of America. You can see their work at Simpson’s Nature Photography: annrobsimpson.com.
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