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[image: image] My name is Professor A.J. and I know everything there is to know about geography.

Geography is cool. Do you know why? Because it’s all about exploding volcanoes that shoot red-hot lava up in the air, and earthquakes that swallow cars, and tornadoes that pick up cows and fling them across the highway, and hurricanes that rip trees out of the ground, and all kinds of cool stuff like that.

[image: image]Now, just wait a minute there, Arlo!

[image: image]Oh no! It’s Andrea Young, this annoying girl in my class with curly brown hair. She calls me by my real name because she knows I don’t like it.*

[image: image]Yes, my name is Andrea, and I know a lot about geography too. Because I’m in the gifted and talented program at school.

But geography isn’t just about natural disasters. Geographers explore and describe the earth and the people on it. They try to explain where things are, why they’re there, how they change over time, and what all that has to do with the humans who live there. Geography is about our planet, the continents, and lakes, and rivers—

[image: image]Zzzzzzzzz. Oh, sorry! I dozed off there for a minute. I couldn’t help it, because Andrea is so boring.

But geography isn’t boring. Did you know that more than two-thirds of the earth’s surface is made out of Jell-O? Did you know that when you reach the very top of Mount Everest, there’s a McDonald’s? Did you know that in Antarctica all the toilet bowls are upside down?

[image: image]

[image: image]Arlo, you made all that up, and everybody knows it!

[image: image]Well, yeah. But I do know a lot of true stuff about geography too. True weird stuff. Do you want to know what it is?


Well, I’m not going to tell you.

Okay, okay, I’ll tell you. There’s just one thing you have to do.

Turn the page.

Go ahead! Turn it! It’s not like I’m going to turn it for you. I’m inside the book!

Yours truly,

Professor A.J.

(the professor of awesomeness)

[image: image]Andrea Young (I’m going to Harvard someday.)*
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[image: image]I can handle the second part of this question. The answer is nobody. That’s who cares about geography.

Okay, can we move on to the cool stuff, like exploding volcanoes and tornadoes that pick up cows and fling them across the highway? That’s what I’d want to read about.

[image: image]No, Arlo! Geography is really important! Why don’t you go sit down over there and play with your little video games while I explain geography to the people?

[image: image]Sure! I love playing video games.

(Don’t tell Andrea, but it’s okay for you to skip this part of the book and go straight to the chapter about exploding volcanoes and flying cows.)

[image: image]Just ignore him. It’s an attention-getting device.

It was the ancient Greeks who came up with the word “geography.” It means “to write (or describe) the earth.” They were the first geographers.

But for thousands of years, people didn’t think much about geography. They had other things to worry about. You know what they worried about? They worried about whether or not they would have something to eat that day!

I can understand that. If I was living in a cave somewhere and a woolly mammoth was chasing me, I wouldn’t be all that worried about describing the earth.

[image: image]

[image: image]Can I interrupt for a moment here? Were woolly mammoths actually made out of wool? I don’t think so. Because wool comes from sheep. I don’t think that sheep would willingly give up their wool just to keep some mammoths warm. I bet that if there were woolly mammoths today, they would be made out of cotton or some synthetic fabric.

[image: image]Just ignore Arlo. Anyway, geography didn’t really take off until the Chinese started to use compasses as a navigation tool around the year AD 1000. A compass is a tool that helps you know which direction you’re facing.

Suddenly, brave sailors were able to travel beyond their small area and see the world. In the early 1400s, a Chinese explorer named Cheng Ho set sail on seven voyages to the lands around the China Sea and the Indian Ocean.

Arlo, did you ever hear of Marco Polo?

[image: image]Sure. Everybody knows about Marco Polo. That’s a game we play in the pool during the summer. I am awesome at Marco Polo.

[image: image]No, dumbhead! Marco Polo was an Italian merchant who traveled to Asia and came home to tell everyone about the mysteries of the Far East.

[image: image]Oh yeah. I knew that. I was just yanking your chain. I know all about Marco Polo. He was that guy who went all the way to China and brought pasta and ice cream back to Europe. That guy was cool.*

[image: image]

[image: image]Actually, most historians say there’s no evidence of that. But even if Marco Polo didn’t bring back pasta and ice cream, his travels started the Age of Exploration. Brave explorers set off all over the world looking for gold
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