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Introduction

 


Hello and welcome. In this audio
program, you are going to learn the basics about what paparazzi
are, the history of the paparazzi, how the paparazzi make money,
and how you can take your first steps into the business.

 


As a brief definition, paparazzi are
photographers who take pictures of high-profile people—athletes,
entertainers, and politicians—both during unexpected situations,
and going about their usual routines. Paparazzi earn income by
soliciting these photos to media outlets focusing on celebrity news
and sensationalism, such as gossip magazines and
websites.

 


While the paparazzi have always been
controversial, they are just one-half of the supply-and-demand
equation that has been fueled by society’s century-old obsession
with fame and the famous.

 


To help understand the
paparazzi more in-depth, we recommend viewing three movies which
are available online, on DVD, or through your local library.
We also suggest the book by former paparazzo,
Jennifer Buhl, Shooting Stars: My
Unexpected Life Photographing Hollywood's Most Famous.

 


The first film we
recommend is La Dolce
Vita. This 1960 film from Italian director
Federico Fellini is widely credited with introducing the world to
the paparazzi. In the film, there is an aggressive photographer
with the nickname of “Paparazzo.” Though there is some dispute
whether the word is a corruption of the Italian word for an
“annoying mosquito,” or if Fellini randomly borrowed the name from a travel
book, By The Ionian Sea, in which hotel owner Corliolano Paparazzo is mentioned,
there is no doubt that Rome had a
well-developed celebrity culture in the 1960s, and the character
was inspired by the actual tabloid photographers of the day who
would buzz around on their Vespa scooters, looking for movie stars
to photograph.

 


Smash His Camera.
This is a 2010 documentary about legendary New
York City paparazzo Ron Galella. Galella pursued countless
celebrities over his lifetime, capturing some of history’s most
memorable celebrity photographs. It is estimated that
during his career, Galella took more than
three million photographs of public figures. He is also infamous for the restraining order against him
from Jackie Kennedy Onassis, and for getting punched by Marlon
Brando, receiving a broken jaw and losing many teeth in the
process. In the film, Galella offers tips for getting into
exclusive events and approaching celebrities.

 


Teenage Paparazzo.
Directed by actor Adrian Grenier of
Entourage fame, this
2010 documentary follows Austin Visschedyk, a thirteen-year-old who
uses his youth to his advantage in the
competitive world of paparazzi. The film shows Visschedyk being tutored for school, while at the same time
racing around Los Angeles with other paparazzi to photograph
celebrities, then staying up late at night
to solicit his photographs to potential buyers.

 


Many celebrities—and the public, in
general—have been surprised by the extent to which paparazzi go to
invade the personal space and privacy of their targets. The
paparazzi often take photos that are unflattering, for example,
when a celebrity is in casual clothing or without makeup, or when
they are eating or having an argument. Some of the most highly
sought-after photos are of celebrities’ children, or when a
celebrity is nude sunbathing at a private residence.

 


Because of this—and
underscored by Princess Diana’s fatal car
crash in 1997 caused, in part, by paparazzi following on motor
scooters—some paparazzi behavior has been
described as stalking, giving rise to the term “stalkerazzi.” Celebrities have been
fighting back legally. There are now anti-stalking laws in many
countries to help reduce the harassment of public figures. For
example, in 2014, lawmakers in California
passed a law that makes it a crime, punishable by a year in jail
and a $10,000 fine, for anyone who harasses a celebrity's child to
take a picture, even in a public space.

 


The paparazzi, naturally,
have at various times have pushed back at celebrities. For example,
after George Clooney criticized the paparazzi for causing Princess
Diana’s accident, the paparazzi refused to
take publicity shots of Clooney and booed him as he signed
autographs for fans at the premiere of his 1997 movie,
The Peacemaker. Similarly, Sharon Stone who has
had a contentious relationship with the tabloids and is an advocate
of enhanced privacy laws aimed at stopping photographers from
hounding celebrities, was subsequently put in a negative light by
paparazzi, who photographed an incriminating shot of her son
sleeping in a parked car—under the chauffeur’s supervision—as the
star dined with a date.

 


Celebrities often get
frustrated with the paparazzi because they would obviously much
prefer to control the images that get circulated
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