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        Subject: Impenetrable Spaghetti Splatter

        From: B.McWilliams@mcwpartners.com

        September 1, 7:48 A.M

      

        

      
        Ms. Bell,

      

        

      
        Please be advised that it took me five hours to clean up the aftermath from the arm wrestle you lost to a gallon of spaghetti sauce. The splatter above the cabin stove looked like an active crime scene.

      

        

      
        As your fellow co-owner of the cabin, I need not remind you that in Article 4, Section 5 of our Co-Ownership Contract, all shared surfaces must be returned to their original state before your time at the cabin is over.

      

        

      
        Please keep this in mind as you begin your fall stay in the cabin.

      

        

      
        Sincerely,

        Bennett McWilliams, Esquire

        McWilliams & Partners Law, Chicago IL

      

      

      
        
        Re: Impenetrable Spaghetti Splatter

        From: PeriPlansAParty@pbparties.com

        September 5th, 11:32 P.M.

      

        

      
        Bennett -

      

        

      
        Oh, what a delight it is to hear from you, as always. I saw your name and thought, “What fresh hell does BenBen have for me now?” And you really outdid yourself.

      

        

      
        Five hours for a few drops of spaghetti?

        Please.

      

        

      
        You know what I just found in the cabin tub? A dark, terrier-sized hairball in the drain. As I have blonde hair, I’m guessing you have the longest hair of any corporate lawyer in Chicago and an unsettling degree of hair loss. De-shed and de-clog before you leave, k?

      

        

      
        Also, I’ve attached paint samples for the cabin living room. I’m thinking Merry Berry Pink or Millennial Hangover Peach. Do you have a preference? The living room could use a pop of fun.

      

        

      
        Note: If you’re unfamiliar with this term, ‘fun’ is when you do things to experience joy, resulting in a smile or laugh. Smiling might hurt your face at first, but you’ll get used to it.

      

        

      
        Tootles,

        Peri

        Peri Bell Party Planning

      

      

      

      
        
        Re: Re: Impenetrable Spaghetti Splatter

        From: B.McWillliams@mcwpartners.com

        September 6th, 8:32 A.M.

      

        

      
        Ms. Bell,

      

        

      
        Do not—I repeat, do not—paint the interior of the cabin any shade of anything. Cabins do not need ‘pops of fun.’

      

        

      
        Cabins are meant to be enjoyed for their rustic purity, which is why I purchased the half-time ownership of the cabin as is.

      

        

      
        See Article 7, Paragraph 2 of the Contract. No permanent changes to any surface shall be made without signed approval from all parties. And I do not approve.

      

        

      
        And I hate pink.

      

        

      
        I do not admit causation of any dog-sized hairball, but I will inform you my girlfriend (now ex) will no longer join me at the cabin. Therefore, any future remaining long hair will obviously be yours.

      

        

      
        I’ve made sure to leave ample new sponges and dish soap in the kitchen.

      

        

      
        Please use them.

      

        

      
        BMW

      

      

      

      
        
        Re: Re: Re: Impenetrable Spaghetti Splatter

        From: PeriPlansAParty@pbparties.com

        September 9, 1:02 A.M.

      

        

      
        OMG did you sign your email with BMW?? Hahahaha who even are you?? Is typing ‘Bennett’ really that much harder?

      

        

      
        Does your penis get bigger with every letter you save when typing an email?? Does your confidence skyrocket and your opposition cower knowing you are known by three letters alone???

      

        

      
        Genuinely curious,

        Periwinkle M. Bell

        P. S. - It took me 4 extra seconds to type my name 🙃

      

      

      
        
        Re: Re: Re: Re: Impenetrable Spaghetti Splatter

        From: B.McWillliams@mcwpartners.com

        September 10, 8:15 A.M.

      

        

      
        Ms. Bell,

      

        

      
        I implore you to leave my nether regions out of future communications.

      

        

      
        Sincerely,

        Bennett

        (Happy now?)

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      The smell of vanilla sugar cookies wafted under Peri’s nose as she tapped her foot to Ella’s rendition of White Christmas (the best one, thank you). Only six more garlands to hang before she’d be finished decorating her upstate cabin.

      Sugar plum pink, mistletoe green, and clouds of white fake snow were her theme for her first-ever holiday party at the cabin she co-owned. As a professional party planner, she could whip up an informal holiday get-together in hours, but this was no ordinary spur-of-the-moment party.

      Peri planned to host her framily (friends who she liked better than her family) this year. They were a motley crew of friends she’d collected over the years who either were too cash-strapped to visit their family during the holidays or who weren’t accepted by their families anymore. They’d rock out their own Christmas in Peri’s upstate cabin, situated in the middle of the Wisconsin forest. It was a long drive from Chicago, but she knew she could make the experience worth it for them.

      This also happened to be her first Christmas at the cabin without her dad, the spirit of Christmas embodied. He’d had a short, cruel bout with cancer several years ago, and they hadn’t even realized their last Christmas in the upstate family cabin would be their last. For the last few years, she’d packed her holidays full of work so she didn’t miss him so much.

      This would be the first year in a while that she’d spend Christmas here. The centerpiece of so many happy memories.

      She looked around with pride. Her two-story A-frame cabin, complete with huge log walls and a second-floor balcony overlooking the kitchen, dining, and living area, practically burst with holiday cheer.

      Peri had managed to get everything decorated and hung up herself but had saved the garland for last. She’d wrap it around the enormous beam that ran the length of the cabin for maximum visual impact.

      She wanted to create something fun, sparkly, and special for her friends. She switched out her normal throws for large fuzzy white ones that acted as metaphorical snowdrifts in the cabin. Several glittery candles and shiny tinsel created a sparkly effect she hoped was disco-meets-Christmas-level festive. The seven-foot tree was up and decorated, matching her new theme naturally, but she’d kept several sentimental ornaments she’d made with her dad over the years.

      Peri stared at the sparkling pink, sage-green, and white handmade garland currently lying in a huge pile on the floor. She’d need to figure out some way to hang it from the rafters, but she couldn’t quite reach it even when standing on a step stool.

      Why the hell couldn’t I be four inches taller?

      She hopped up on the stool and reached one more time, stretching to hook the sparkling garland along the edge of the beam. She eyed the counter in front of her.

      Maybe if I stand on the counter, I can reach it.

      Hopping down from the stool, she hoisted herself up onto the counter with all the grace of a drunken sea cow.

      Flawless, as always, Peri.

      She hung one side with no problem, and she decided to try her luck by leaning over the stove and seeing if she could launch the garland over the rafter, creating a drapey effect.

      As she prepared to toss the garland, a rattling sounded at the door.

      The doorknob started twisting, and all of Peri’s worst fears of being alone in the woods came true.

      She’d be murdered here in the middle of the remote forest where no one could hear her scream. Her friends would find her body after this murderer did…well, whatever murderers did to her.

      She dropped the garland and picked up the first weapon she could find to defend herself on the counter: a frying pan.

      No one murders me on Christmas, damn it!

      Pan raised and ready to strike, she crept to the edge of the counter where the door opened. Maybe the element of surprise would give her an opportunity to leap out the door and run away.

      The lock twisted down, the door opened confidently, and in charged a huge, energetic wet dog, followed by the scraping of a suitcase and a man she'd recognized from hours of online profile creeping.

      Bennett McWilliams.

      Fuuuuuck.
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