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This book is affectionately dedicated to

Zac & Steve

The sons of my two most intimate friends.

Since the day you were born, you have enlightened our lives in ways words cannot fully express. You brought with you a new ray of hope, a deeper faith, and an endless supply of love and joy.

May your own adventures always be as bright and spirited as the light you bring to ours.

Preface: The Science of Play and the Art of Action

In the heart of modern-day Edinburgh, where historic stone architecture meets the cutting edge of global business, two boys are proving that you’re never too young to lead a revolution—even if that revolution starts in a school sandbox.

The Adventures of Zac & Steve is more than just a story about two best friends; it is a study in contrasts. Zac Kirsten, a seven-year-old with the tactical mind of a Fortune 500 CEO, sees the world as a series of equations, market values, and strategic maneuvers. Armed with a kitchen pressure cooker and a cricket bat, he navigates the playground not as a child, but as a "Managing Director of Recess."

Opposite him is Steve Carter, a whirlwind of athletic prowess and raw energy. Where Zac calculates, Steve acts. Where Zac analyzes the wind velocity, Steve is already mid-air, chasing a football. Together, they form an unstoppable alliance: The Strategist and The Athlete.

In this first volume, The Cookie Conundrum, we invite readers into a world where everyday objects—a pressure cooker, a permanent marker, or an old chimney—become the center of high-stakes missions. Guided (and sometimes chased) by their high-achieving parents and their spirited three-year-old sister, Olivia, the boys learn that the greatest victories aren't just found on the scoreboard. They are found in the partnership that bridges the gap between a "googly" and a goal.

This book is a tribute to curiosity, the brilliance of the young mind, and the enduring power of a friendship that knows no limits. Whether they are "haunting" a mansion to rescue an owl or taking over a national news broadcast, Zac and Steve remind us that with enough logic and a little bit of luck, any playground can become a boardroom, and any afternoon can become an adventure.

Welcome to the beginning of the legacy.
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"Zaaac....!!! Where are you.....!!!"

Mrs. Jannet Kirsten’s voice echoed through the house, bouncing off the polished hallways and into the living room. It was the kind of yell that meant business. Jannet was one of the top lawyers in the United Kingdom, and she could make a courtroom tremble, let alone a six-year-old boy.

A small, muffled voice drifted back from behind the sofa. "Yes, Mommy... I'm right here."

Jannet marched out of the kitchen, wiping her hands on her apron. "Zac! Where is my pressure cooker? I am trying to make dinner, and for the tenth time this week, it has vanished!"

Zac popped his head up. He looked innocent enough, but there was a mischievous glint in his eyes that usually explained why his headteacher, Mrs. Gomes, had grey hair.

"I thought of giving you a helping hand, Mom!" Zac said brightly.

"By making my pressure cooker dirty?" Jannet folded her arms. "It’s not a toy, Zacy. It’s for beans and stews, not for whatever 'scientific' mission you’ve invented today. Keep it back in the kitchen... now!"

Zac sighed, lugging the heavy metal pot toward the kitchen. To him, it wasn’t just a pot; it was the only helmet sturdy enough for a trip to Mars.

"You better go and play with your friend, Steve," Jannet said, her tone softening as she checked her watch. "You’re full of too much energy today."

"Oh yeah!" Zac’s face lit up. "Today is Steve’s football match at school! You were supposed to take me there, remember?"

"I remember, I remember," Jannet laughed. "But your dad is going to have to drop you on his way to the office. Speaking of which... where is he? He went for groceries an hour ago!"

Just then, the front door rattled. In walked Mr. Kirsten Maddison, the CEO of CBC, looking remarkably relaxed for a man who was late. In one hand, he held a grocery bag; in the other, he was pushing a supermarket trolley he had somehow convinced the store to let him "borrow." Sitting inside the trolley was three-year-old Olivia, giggling as she sat atop a mountain of her dad's favourite beer.

"I found it!" Kirsten announced victoriously, holding up a golden bottle. "It was out of stock everywhere, but I tracked it down."

Jannet rolled her eyes but couldn't help but smile. "Kirsten, you’re supposed to be a high-end professional, not a beer-hunter! Now hurry, Zac has a match to get to, and I have a law firm to run!"
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The drive to school was anything but quiet. Kirsten was humming the CBC news jingle while manoeuvring through the busy morning traffic, while Zac sat in the back, staring intensely at a small, red leather ball in his hands. He wasn't thinking about goals or headers; he was imagining the perfect "googly" that would spin right past a bewildered batsman.

"We’re here, Zaky boy! Time to show some Chelsea spirit!" Kirsten
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