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Glossary


Get the most from this book

These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA’s GCSE (9–1) Religious Studies Specification B. Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.

These revision notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. This book aims to give you the essentials that should serve as a reminder of what you will have covered in your course and allow you to bring together your own learning and understanding.

It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box in the contents page when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  checked your understanding

•  practised the exam questions



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed
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Key terms

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear. Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Key quotes

It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own too.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic, at the end of Component 1 and Component 2. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online

Go online to find examiner-commentaries on sample Exam Practice questions, which will help you to assess your answers. You will find these at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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How the assessment works

In your course you will have studied two components. Each component is examined in one written exam, 1 hour and 45 minutes in length.

Component 1

Catholic Christianity, covering Catholic beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of authority and forms of expression in relation to six topics:


•  Creation

•  Incarnation

•  The Triune God

•  Redemption

•  Church

•  Eschatology.



Whether you studied Route A or Route B, you will need to revise all of the content for Component 1, Catholic Christianity.

You will have one exam paper for Component 1. This paper will be worth 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG), and will count for 50% of your GCSE.

The exam will be set on four of the six topics, and you must answer all questions that are set. Each topic will be examined by one five-part question, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.

Component 2

One other religion: Islam OR Judaism and Contemporary ethical issues through religious and non-religious perspectives OR St Mark’s Gospel.

If you have studied Route A, for Component 2 you will be required to answer questions on either Islam or Judaism, plus two ethical studies Themes (chosen from Themes A–C).


•  Theme A: Religion, relationships and families

•  Theme B: Religion, peace and conflict

•  Theme C: Religion, human rights and social justice.



If you have studied Route B, for Component 2 you will be required to answer questions on either Islam or Judaism, plus both textual studies themes (Themes D–E).


•  Theme D: St Mark’s Gospel – the life of Jesus

•  Theme E: St Mark’s Gospel as a source of spiritual truth.



This Revision Guide covers all of this content apart from Islam. Do not use the material on the Chapters that you did not study in class.

You will have one exam paper for Component 2. This paper will be worth 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG), and will count for 50% of your GCSE.

Section A (Judaism or Islam) There will be two five-part questions per religion, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. You must answer both questions on the religion that you have studied.

Section B (Themes) There will be one five-part question per theme, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. You must answer one question on each of two themes that you have studied.


Introduction to key issues in the specification

Diversity of religion in Britain

The specification asks for an awareness of Catholic Christianity and different faiths and non-religious beliefs in contemporary British society.

The main religious tradition of Britain is Christianity, which you have studied in depth. You need to also be aware that religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse, and include Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and other religious and non-religious beliefs such as atheism and humanism. Although parts of the syllabus focus mainly on Catholic Christianity or Judaism as living faiths, mention should sometimes be made of the beliefs of others.

Diversity within Christianity

There can be diverse views within a faith. For example, with views of authority in the Church, Catholic and Protestant Christians will disagree: the Pope is the head of the Catholic Church but his authority is not recognised by Protestant churches. Another example would be attitude to homosexuality and though tolerance for all is taught by all Christian traditions as individuals, views differ on the morality of sexual relationships.

Foundations of Catholic Christianity

The Catholic faith is based upon three sources of authority: Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium.


•  Scripture looks at the Old and New Testaments as a foundational set of texts, the New Testament originating from some of the Apostles and their followers, many of whom had been with Christ and knew his teaching. Scripture for Catholics conveys the Word of God.

•  When the Church speaks of Tradition it means content that derives ultimately from Christ and the Apostles; material that was not explicitly in Scripture but is in accord with it. Thus the Church describes a single source of the Word of God, but two streams that convey it, Scripture and Tradition.

•  Magisterium comes from the Latin ‘Magister’ or ‘Teacher’. In the magisterium, the bishops, along with the Pope, guard Tradition and its development and application in modern times. They seek to keep faithful to what the Church has received from Christ and the first Christians, and to be respectful and faithful to what their forebears have stated.



Religious teachings

Key quotes are included throughout this Revision Guide. These come from Scripture, from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and sometimes from other relevant sources, such as the writings of the saints.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a collection of sections covering all aspects of the Catholic faith. Abridged versions of this are available such as ‘A Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church’ and ‘YouCat’, aimed at youth. The faith is set out in the Catechism in four sections:


•  The Profession of Faith (looking at the Apostles Creed)

•  The Celebration of the Christian Mystery (Liturgy and the sacraments)

•  Life in Christ (covering morality and the Ten Commandments)

•  Christian Prayer (including the Lord’s Prayer)
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Traditionally, churches
face towards the east as
the sun rises is the east
and is a reminder of the
resurrection of Jesus
bringing new life.

Towers and steeples
represent prayer and
worship rising up to
heaven, a physical
representation of what
takes place inside the
building.

It is common for churches
to be cruciform in shape.
This means that they are
in the shape of a cross.
This is to signify the
importance of the death
of Jesus.

Churches are often very
tall with domes or vaulted
ceilings. This creates a
space which is pointing
up, showing a connection
with God and heaven.

Very often stained glass
is used in churches,
usually displaying stories
from the Bible or lives

of the saints. Similarly
inside the Church there
may be the Stations of the
Cross, which are images
that depict the last days
of Jesus’ life.

Many churches have
crosses both inside and
outside to represent the
death of Jesus. Some
churches may have other
statues like the sacred
heart representing Jesus’
suffering and love for

Modern church buildings
tend to be simpler than
those that were built
along time ago. As a
result of Vatican Il and
the changes it made to
worship, some churches
built since the 1960s are
radically different than
those that were built
before. For example,
some churches are
circular in design with the
altar in the middle. This
signifies the oneness of
the worshippers and that
they are all sharing in

the sacrificial meal at the
altar. It can also stand for
the eternity of God.

humanity.
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Sacrament | Matter Form Effect
Baptism Water ‘I baptise you in the name of the Father, Baptism cleanses from sin
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." and joins the person to the
Church, the body of Christ.
Confirmation | Holy oil ‘Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ | Confirmation strengthens the
(chrism) person by the Holy Spirit.
Eucharist Bread and wine | ‘The words of Jesus, “This is my Eucharist brings the
body,this is my blood...” presence of the risen Christ
in his body and blood.
Marriage The consent of | The exchange of vows Marriage joins a couple as

the couple

husband and wife.

Holy orders

The candidate

The laying on of hands by the bishop with
certain words

Holy Orders makes a man a
bishop, priest or deacon.

Confession | The sins of the | The words of Absolution: | absolve you Confession brings
penitent from your sins in the name of the Father, | forgiveness of sins.
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
Sacrament | Oil ‘Through this holy anointing may the Sacrament of the sick brings
of the sick Lord in his love and mercy help you with | forgiveness, comfort, inner

the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord
who frees you from sin, save you and
raise you up.’

strength and sometimes
physical healing.
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Sex before Catholics believe that Most other Christian Many people wait until they have
marriage sex should only take groups accept that sex | met someone they really like, or
place within marriage. | belongs in marriage love, to have sex. Others engage in
but also accept more casual sex.
errilileEl GoiiEe . Humanists believe that people
should have personal freedom to
choose when to have sex, as long as
their decision does not cause harm.
Adultery Catholics believe that Other Christian groups | Most people, agnostics, humanists

adultery is wrong
because it breaks
trust and the bond of
marriage, breaking a
promise made, hence it
is an injustice.

think adultery is wrong
because it breaks the
marriage vows and
destroys the trust
between a couple.

or atheists would also see it as
wrong for it breaks trust and
commitment.

Homosexuality

The Catholic Church
does not condemn
anyone for being
homosexual and
recognises that such
an orientation does
exist. Yet the Church
cannot bless sexual
relationships between
people of the same sex
as it believes sex should
be able to resultin
children.

Most other Christian
groups do not accept
same-sex marriage
but support civil
partnerships. Some
individuals do accept
same-sex marriage,
though.

Secular society accepts sexual
relationships, and same-sex
marriage was made legal in England
and Wales in 2014.

However, people do have differing
views on this, some feeling that
marriage should be between a man
and awoman, with others believing
same-sex couples should have the
same rights as anyone else.

Humanists support the rights of
same-sex couples.
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