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			The Story Behind the Book

			In the year 2018, I received a Golden Pen that is used by bishops and archbishops to sign official work. Archbishop GZS Botwana gave me this pen during the yearly Shiloh convention held at Bethesda Christian Church, Malamulele. He gave me the pen as a reward for speaking so well and so fluently when I answered the Bishop’s question about the sermon the Archbishop had given during the week. His exact words were, “It is heartwarming and encouraging to know and see that there are still young people in this day and age who have the zeal and pay attention to the things of God.” My Bishop handed the pen to me in front of the whole congregation. I was overwhelmed at that moment. I don’t remember anything that happened after that. At that time, I was only 16 years old. I did not know what message was being passed on to me, and that it was the beginning of great things. It was also during that convention and in that year that I gave my life to Christ and was born again. It was truly a complete shift in my life, and it changed for the better. The Lord appeared before me and called me by name, gave me my calling and my purpose, and since then, my life has never been the same. They say God uses symbolism and tangible objects to communicate with us. Symbols can be used to reveal spiritual truths or to reveal God’s plans, but it is also true that we understand symbols based on our level of maturity in our Christianity. At that age, I had only just come to Christ. My walk with God had just begun. I often asked myself why I had even received that pen. I would just stare at it, but I never understood. It was only a few years ago when God told me to write this book, and he revealed the purpose of that pen. The pen was a symbol to show that I would one day write a book, inspired and God-breathed, to help many people, myself included, to lead a successful journey in Christ and live out their purpose. This book is a message from the Father to his people to draw us closer to him and to groom successful Christians who are pleasing to him. 
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			All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

			(2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV)

			

			CHAPTER 1

			Forgiveness and God’s Unconditional Love

			Forgiveness, despite being one of the most globally used words, is one of the most difficult things to do. Most people say it is easier said than done, which is indeed true. I personally believe the only way we can easily forgive and move on is when we truly understand that we were forgiven through grace, and therefore, we must forgive as well. 

			But does that necessarily mean that we have to put up with continuous abuse and exploitation? Not really. We are obliged to forgive whilst creating space between ourselves and the oppressor or offender, to create room for healing and, in the process, letting go of the anger and hate, and being kind to yourself; not allowing other people’s actions to determine how you feel or act.

			One of the most life-changing moments in my life was when I went to a church named ‘Dialogue’ with my best friend Nina. This was a time in my life when my faith was most tested. My pastor had just passed away, and I was so broken, thinking I might not be able to get back up again. Johan, one of the ministers of the church, was speaking on the topic of forgiveness. I thought to myself, This is one of the usual sermons on forgiveness that I have heard before. Little did I know that this sermon would change my life forever. He spoke about vertical and horizontal forgiveness. It was mind-blowing for me as I had never heard of this concept before. As the sermon continued, Johan explained those concepts individually.

			

			Vertical forgiveness is the ultimate forgiveness to which every man or woman who accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour is entitled. Just as John said, “But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in his name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13, NASB, 1995).

			We were sinners from birth, as illustrated by Paul in the book of Romans, but God still loves us and continues to show it to us daily. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him” (Romans 5:8-9, NIV).

			Vertical forgiveness and horizontal forgiveness are in collaboration and work hand in hand. We receive the forgiveness of sins through Christ and the finished work of the cross, but this requires us to forgive our debtors so that all ends are met. “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us” (Luke 11:4, NCV).

			

			“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15, NMB). There was nothing any of us could have done to atone for our sins and pay the price for the sins of all mankind. Jesus Christ paid the full price for all humanity and reconciled us to the Father, so that we may share in his glory for eternity. 

			The parable of the unforgiving servant clearly shows the reciprocal nature of vertical and horizontal forgiveness. Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive his brethren who had sinned against him. 

			22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you until seven times, but, until seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he had begun to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But because he couldn’t pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, with his wife, his children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will repay you all!’ 27 The lord of that servant, being moved with compassion, released him and forgave him the debt.

			

			28 But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him one hundred denarii, and he grabbed him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’

			29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will repay you!’ 30 He would not, but went and cast him into prison until he should pay back that which was due. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were exceedingly sorry, and came and told their lord all that was done. 32 Then his lord called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on your fellow servant, even as I had mercy on you?’ 34 His lord was angry, and delivered him to the tormentors until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to you, if you don’t each forgive your brother from your hearts for his misdeeds.”

			(Matthew 18:21-35, WEB)

			In this parable, Jesus plainly explains the principle of forgiveness, that everyone may easily understand. Not to incite fear in people, but to help us understand that we also had a debt too large to pay. We were forgiven by our Father in heaven, so why can we not forgive our neighbour who sins against us daily? There is no reason at all. We can think of it as giving away or returning what we have received freely without having to labour for it. It is the least we can do as Christians. We should not let the lack of forgiveness and anger overpower our love for God. We forgive because we love God, and whoever loves him will follow his commandments and do his will. My relationship with him is more important than anything; even my feelings should not get in the way of strengthening my relationship with the Father.

			

			When we get to know him and are transformed by the renewing of our minds, we understand God, his will and his mind better by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us daily. He is our Councillor, Teacher and closest Companion. “But the Comforter (Counsellor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name (in my place, to represent Me and act on My behalf), He will teach you all things” (John 14:26, AMPC). Jesus tells his disciples that the Holy Spirit will help them to do all he has taught them and more, and forgiveness and love towards one another are two of those things.

			Growing up in a normal family for a few years of my life, with two lovely parents who groomed me to be a strong girl, to dream and to fulfil all my dreams was such a blessing. Then, suddenly, everything just went south, and life happened. My father, who was my source of wisdom and my role model, fell into a depression and was diagnosed as bipolar. He did not accept his mental condition and went from bad to worse. This affected my family quite badly, and my mom had to step in and become both mother and father to my sister and me. It was a moment in my life when I questioned God’s love. 

			

			My high-school years were the worst, and I was at a point where I drifted through life just trusting that God would eventually make things better for my family. I experienced domestic violence and abuse for almost five years ‒ my mother being the prime victim. Having to live in such a household was quite overwhelming. At first, I really could not stand my father and wanted nothing to do with him. I did not understand why he was behaving that way towards us. But it was then, in that situation, that God began to reveal himself to me in a different way. I began studying the Word more, all my friends were pushed into the background, and I decided to spend more time with God. The more the Father revealed himself to me, the more I got to understand my biological father. I understood that before he was my father, he was a child of God. I thought about how God might be feeling, seeing his son going through such a mental breakdown and losing his family in the process. Though it took time, I forgave my dad, and during that process, God was grooming me for my future. James, in his epistle, says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4, NIV).

			

			Most people think that when God is on our side, he is against the people who hurt us, but he sets us free from unforgiveness, anger and self-hate. He showers us with love, peace and joy instead. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul elaborates further on the peace of God that can only be attained through him; the peace of God that surpasses all understanding guards our minds and hearts through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7, NKJV). This peace can infiltrate our hearts and minds despite turmoil and heartbreak, leading us to a place of eternal joy in Christ in all things and no matter what life may bring. In this state of unexplainable peace and joy, our hearts are open and free, enabling us to easily forgive our debtors. Therefore, we need to pray to God for this peace, that we may find rest in him through all that life may bring, and that he may give us his heart, which loves unconditionally. 

			I came to understand my Father and learnt to put myself in other people’s shoes. I had not understood how much someone with a mental illness suffers. No one would ask to be in that condition and lose more than five years of their children’s lives. Now that I am older and my parents have separated, I have made a great effort to fix my relationship with my father and treat it with tender care and love. Though it has taken a while and it is a long process, slowly but surely, we are building something phenomenal with my father. I do this, not only thinking about myself, but also considering the relationship my children will have with their grandfather. The Lord reminded me of all the great lessons my father had taught me and how they groomed me to be the person I am today, and I could not overlook all of that. I was also reminded that he would never miss an opportunity to tell my sister and me how much he loved us. Never a day passed when he did not tell us that, and for me, that was a life-changing moment. For some of us, that is where the journey and process of forgiveness need to begin, to reflect on the good and find ways to move past the hurt using all those good memories. Creating a generational blessing does not include selfishness and dwelling on how we feel in a certain season or time. It requires us to also think about the future generations. Do you want the next generation to be built on that foundation of anger and hate, or do you want a generation that will spring from love and peace, with you as the pioneer and model of forgiveness? Live a life that is beyond you, and make it your aspiration in life to be an exact epitome of who Christ is on this earth. 

			

			To all the people who are still angry with their parents and have been abused in any way, I advise you to forgive. Speaking from experience, I understand the pain, heartache and trauma that are impossible to overcome in our own strength. But decide to trust God to heal your heart and mind, be vulnerable with the Father and stop being defensive. You do not need to be the defender and protector of your own heart and spirit. Most people tend to be defensive, blocking out any possibility of forming new relationships with people. They are too afraid to love and be loved again because of the fear of being hurt and heartbroken. This is quite normal as abuse and trauma can make us live in constant fear and in our own prison, where we build an imaginary wall around ourselves. The devil uses this wall of isolation and fear to oppress people. Whereas, if we allowed God to heal our hearts and we spoke of our traumatic experiences with other people and sought help from professionals such as psychologists, it would create room for freedom and permission for an individual to live life freely and accept whatever life may bring, and still choose to be happy either way. King David wrote, “The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18, NIV).

			

			Many people think that their pain is too great to be forgiven, but forgiveness is like love; if it is not unconditional, it does not work. “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times’” (Matthew 18:22, NIV). That is how many times we have to forgive. Generally, your neighbour cannot sin against you that many times in a day. Jesus was explaining that we have to forgive always. 

			 After we have forgiven those who have hurt us, a final step is referred to as ‘the iron gate’. When Peter was imprisoned by Herod and God miraculously released Peter, the last gate he went through to his freedom was the iron gate (Acts 12:1-11, NIV). That gate is self-hate and failure to forgive ourselves. The enemy makes people think that whatever they went through was their fault and that it happened as punishment because they had sinned against God. This is error and inconsistent with God’s Word. In John 9:3 (KJV), Jesus answered, “Neither hath this man sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.” Meaning that all circumstances are intended to bring glory to the Father. Failure to forgive myself was one of the biggest prison doors I struggled to break down in my life. The feeling of being less than worthy and insecure surrounded me and stuck to me like a leech. I honestly thought I would never get out of that phase of my life, but glory to God, who is merciful and kind and can lift us out of the deepest pits. He saw me because he says he sees us, and he knows us by name. Take the initiative and break that iron gate. Forgive yourself; you are worthy; you are fearfully and wonderfully made; born of the Kingdom that cannot be shaken; you are a child of the living God; you are royalty (Psalm 139:13-16; Hebrews 12:28-29; Galatians 3:26; Isaiah 62:3, all versions).

			

			The Father has already accepted us and loves us with no conditions. He calls us his holy nation, blameless without blemish, complete and whole in Christ (1 Peter 2:9; Philippians 2:15; Colossians 2-10, all versions).

			The Word tells us that all things work together for the good of those who love the Lord and are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28, NLT). The Lord revealed to me, after I had experienced the trauma of the abuse, that he wanted to change my heart in the biggest transition of acceptance of my life. He wanted to remove the log in my eye before I rushed to remove the speck in my neighbour’s eye. I was judgemental and spoilt before the Lord graciously broke me for his will and purpose. The Lord changed my life magnificently, and I am eternally grateful. He gave me a heart as large as the ocean and capable of loving every person regardless of their race, age or personality. I grew to understand that God loves us all, we are all his children, and Jesus came to save all of us, not just a few people. 

			

			I understand now that purpose is not petty, and God can choose to use anyone when it comes to his purpose. It is not about me, and it never was. It is all about fulfilling his purpose, which was already there before the earth was formed. I have grown to have a special place and love for mentally ill people, the disabled and the underprivileged over the years. Having seen my father go through the mental trauma in his life made me sympathetic towards him and others, and to learn how to love and take care of them, in the same way I took care of my father. Even though they may not have what normal people have, and even though they might not be able to think or do certain things for themselves, it is not a ticket for us who are privileged and have the luxury of normality to use it against them. We should use it as an opportunity to do what Paul said, “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves” (Romans 15:1, NIV).

			

			Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

			(Galatians 6:2, NKJV)

			Let each of you look not only to his interests but also to the interests of others. 

			(Philippians 2:4, NKJV)

			The Father is always trying to tell us and convince us that IT’S OKAY! And that he loves us, no matter what. Most of us have been brainwashed into thinking that to maintain a relationship of love, we have to do something, and we have to continually prove ourselves for that person to continue loving us. God loves us and wants to continue loving us; he continues to pursue us. It was his choice to love us and make us his own; we just have to accept this unconditional love and enjoy this wonderful relationship that is permanent and eternal. He says, “Come into my arms, I want to hold you in my arms, you are my child. I love you. I have never stopped loving you and never will; expect love, love and more love.” (Jeremiah 31:3, MSG)

			

			No one will love you more than the Father. I see his love as a spouse or a lover who has chosen purely to love their partner from the bottom of their heart. The partner continues to act in a way that clearly shows insecurities, but their lover and spouse convince them that they love them despite their faults and flaws, even to the point where they tell them that their flaws and weaknesses are what make them more lovable, and they don’t have to try so hard. “You are enough just the way you are. Just accept my love; that is all I ask.”

			I love the congruency between love and forgiveness because both are to be given. That is why the Bible says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16, NIV). Love is not seen as true love until we give that which we treasure most, and to truly forgive, we have to let go of pride and ego and the feeling of being the victim. While some of us may feel that we are giving away our dignity and status in the process, God breaks us to put us in our rightful position of being vulnerable before him and being a child who needs to be consoled by the father. It is not wrong to say, “God, I need you; I cannot do this without you. Spirit of the living God, guide me, strengthen me; I cannot do this by myself.”

			God gave his only Son in order to gain a relationship with every soul here on earth. I admire how such a great God would go to such lengths to save us and redeem us. He chose to sacrifice his Son, wanting us to come back to him, even though there was the possibility that even after such a great act of love and sacrifice, the world would reject his love and continue in sin. But we serve a loving Father, who, despite all the odds, still chose you and me because the love of Jesus is unfathomable; we cannot get around it nor comprehend it. We just have to accept it and enjoy this luxury that is so rich and sweet and yet freely available to everyone. “Come to me all who have no money; buy and eat. Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost” (Isaiah 55:1, NIV). 

			

			I was intrigued and amazed when I first heard of the agape love of God in church one Sunday. That is when I realised how great God’s love is for humankind and that there will never be any kind of love greater than the love of God for his people. Agape love simply means God’s perfect love, his unconditional love, this love that was lived out by Jesus when he sacrificed himself on the cross for the entire world. It is such a great form of love because it is not determined by emotions or feelings. NO! It is much greater than mere emotion. It is a sentiment that demonstrates itself through action.

			Some other studies define agape love as God’s immeasurable love for humankind; the ongoing, outgoing, self-sacrificial concern for ‘lost’ people in the world. It is given freely to all people without condition to all who are undeserving and unworthy in themselves. 

			

			The story of the prophet Hosea is one of the greatest pictures and models of God’s unconditional love and faithfulness. Hosea was a prophet in the Old Testament, and God used him to show how far and to what great depths God would go for his people. God also revealed the pain he felt when his people constantly sinned against him in the worship of idols and false gods. God told Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer, and he took her as his wife, but she kept on wandering off and running back to her lovers. Though she was obviously unfaithful, her unfaithfulness was in the open, and Hosea had every right to leave her and separate himself from her for her acts of sexual immorality. Yet God told Hosea to keep going after her time and time again and to bring her back to his home. God illustrates his faithfulness to his people, the children of Israel, through Hosea’s faithfulness towards his wife, Gomer. Just as Hosea redeemed his wife and bought her back for a price, our Father in heaven took the same step to redeem us, all for the sake of renewing his relationship with us. That is how much God cherishes the relationship he has with his people; a relationship with you is very important to him. The story of Hosea and Gomer is a mind-blowing picture of God’s strong, unchanging, unending love for his children. Do not ever let the enemy convince you that you are unlovable; you have a Father who loves you more than life itself. Accept this dose of unconditional love, and your life will never be the same again.

			

			Forgiveness is the first step. If that requirement is not met, we cannot move on to the next step or even tap into the destiny which was set for us by God from the very beginning. Forgive everyone and everything today. Move into the next dimension of your life and become who God created you to be before the foundations of the Earth. Now that you have met the first requirement, let us go on to the next chapter of your beautiful journey with the Father.

			

			CHAPTER 2

			Mercy Doesn’t End With You, it Begins With You

			I love the Book of Psalms because it clearly shows the intimacy in David’s relationship with God. We see the extent of David’s vulnerability before God, even though he was a king. He would fall flat on his face and open up to the Father. He passionately expressed his love for God because God was the only one who was there through thick and thin, from his childhood to the end of his days. He explains the great mercies of God in his life. He poured out his heart and soul to God, and he let go of his dignity. He put aside all his pride and respectability in praise of God, to the point where he was rebuked by his own wife for not caring about his dignity as a king. But David understood that he was worshipping the King of kings and the Lord of lords. He had seen and experienced the mercies of God supernaturally. He existed only because of God’s unfailing love and mercy. God did not look at his outer appearance but at his heart. 

			

			I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 

			(Psalm 116:1-2, NIV)

			But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto the Lord because he hath dealt bountifully with me. 

			(Psalm 13:5-6, KJV)

			Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

			(Psalm 23:6, KJV)

			The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide, neither will he keep his anger forever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

			(Psalm 103:8-12, KJV)

			

			O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.

			(Psalm 136:1, KJV)

			Let us, therefore, always give thanks to God, for his mercies are one of a kind; they are new every morning. Always available to and for us when we need them. He is never late nor early, but his mercies and grace are always there when we need them most. We serve a good and loving Father. Take this moment to thank God for his everlasting mercy and grace. None of us deserved it, but he still showed up at just the right time to save us. He waited for us to repent and change, and he never gave up on us. Blessed be the name of the Lord.

			When God shows you such great mercy, there is a compulsion inside you, and your spirit pushes you to be merciful to others, to those who need mercy. It is quite normal for us to ignore the needs of others because it is easier to do so and just move on with our comfortable lives, but the Holy Spirit will always remind you of what you were before your salvation and where you are today. And that is only because God has shown you mercy. They say God cannot come down from heaven to work on the earth, but he uses people to work on his behalf as ambassadors of his Kingdom. It is one of the greatest privileges to witness the mercies of God first-hand as he uses you as his vessel to show his mercy to his people and all the nations of the earth. Mercy is one of God’s greatest attributes, and the children of God are characterised by their compassion towards others and their ability to show mercy to all people of all kinds with no discrimination. 

			

			King David was a shepherd boy before he became king, rejected and despised by his own family. Yet God loved him to the point of calling him ‘a man after his own heart.’ God made him the most renowned warrior and the most prominent king of Israel because he is a God who does not look at the outer appearance, but he looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7, all versions). David understood and did not underestimate God’s mercy upon his life. He dedicated his entire life to obeying God and walking according to his statutes. We see God continuously mentioning David’s name in the books of the Old Testament and sparing his descendants when they sinned against him. “I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and the sake of David my servant!” (Isaiah 37:35, NIV). The life of David teaches us so much about how God greatly valued obedience and those willing to obey him. He showed tremendous mercy, and he rewarded them eternally. He promised to take care not only of them, but of their descendants forever. 

			David went through his life extending mercy to almost everyone he came across. The love of God is seen not only when we are merciful to those who are kind, and the people we love. We see the love of God in a person who can extend mercy and show love even to his enemies, as demonstrated by David when he showed King Saul mercy. David could have taken the opportunity to eliminate Saul and be free from his persecutor, but he refused to touch God’s anointed. He understood that vengeance was not his; it is the Lord’s. 

			

			“Do not touch my anointed ones and do my prophets no harm.” 

			(Psalm 105:15, AMP)

			When Absalom, David’s son, wanted to kill his father and take the throne forcefully, David was again on the run. When he went to Bahurim, there was a man named Shimei from the house of Saul, who lived there with his family. When he saw David and those with him, he came out and started cursing him, throwing stones at him (2 Samuel 16:5, all versions). Shimei followed David, cursing him, calling him a bloodthirsty man. But David did not retaliate against him, but left him to God, believing that God would see David’s affliction and repay him for his humiliation. We see this characteristic in David every time people afflicted him. He was king over Israel, but did not use this to his advantage. Instead, he always left his oppressors to God. 

			

			Upon David’s return to Jerusalem after Absalom’s defeat, Shimei fell at David’s feet and begged for mercy, contrary to what he had done in Bahurim. And David still showed him mercy, although he had cursed the Lord’s anointed. David swore that he would not have him put to death (2 Samuel 19:19-22, all versions). There are a couple of things we can learn from David in these scriptures. We usually want to retaliate against people who wrong us, especially those who oppress us for no reason at all. However, if you have experienced the mercy of God amid oppression as David did, you would understand that God fights for those who have no one but him to fight for them. Take a moment and speak to God about your problems. Put all your trust in him, give your defensive spirit to him, and allow him to fight for you. You have been fighting your battles all the time, and you are tired and anxious. But Jesus has been knocking on your door, waiting for you to open the door to him and lay all your problems on the altar, all those heavy burdens, the hurt and pain of persecution. You do not have to live like that anymore. Give it all to God. He can handle it, and he can undoubtedly handle your enemies and your oppressors far better than you can. Trust in him, for he cares for you. 

			David faced many battles in his lifetime. He would cry to God for mercy every time he was faced with any form of adversity. “In my distress, I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry for help before Him came into His ears” (Psalm 18:6, NKJV). He was a man who would not forget the people who helped him through his life’s journey. There weren’t many people in his life who were loyal until the very end. Jonathan was one man who was loyal to David, and he was also known as David’s best friend. But Jonathan was also King Saul’s son. Saul was David’s worst enemy because Saul knew that David was going to take the throne of Israel from him. Sadly, Jonathan had to suffer the consequences of his father’s actions and died with his father in battle. Samuel had prophesied that God had rejected Saul and chosen David as the next king of Israel (1 Samuel 16, all versions).

			

			Jonathan extended a great deal of mercy and kindness to David. Although he had the right to take over the throne after his father, Saul, he said to David, “Do not be afraid, for my father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you.” This showed great humility in Jonathan, a selflessness and kindness that we do not usually see in today’s world. If only we could turn from making everything about ourselves and be humble enough to second somebody whom God has called to lead his people. Caring more and being content with the fact that the anointed and chosen vessel of God is ruling over his people, which was God’s good and perfect will. Do you have the kind of courage that Jonathan had, to hand over the throne in peace, for God’s will to be done instead of yours? To be honest, this is not an easy thing to do, but the Holy Spirit is faithful, and he helps us if we ask him. 

			

			David remembered the covenant and promise he made to Jonathan when he was finally anointed king over all of Israel. In 1 Samuel 20:15-16, David promised Jonathan that he would protect his family. Now David reigned over Israel, doing what was just and right for all his people (2 Samuel 8:15, all versions). A bit later into his reign, he asked, “Is there anyone left alive from Saul’s household to whom I can show gracious love in memory of Jonathan?” Ziba, a servant of Saul, replied and told him about Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son. Mephibosheth had been only five years old when he was crippled. His nurse had fled with him, fearing for his life, when she heard of the death of his father and his grandfather, Saul. Mephibosheth fell and was left lame after the accident. When he heard that the king had asked for him, he fell at David’s feet in fear. But David showed him only kindness and compassion. “Do not be afraid,” David reassured him, “because I am going to show gracious love to you in memory of your father, Jonathan. I’m going to restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather, Saul, and you will always have a place at my table” (2 Samuel 9:7, ISV) and Mephibosheth was given Ziba, his grandfather’s servant, as his servant, along with his family
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