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			INTRODUCTION

			How This Book Came to Be

			when we were sixteen and fourteen years old, we rode the train to a Sinclair family reunion. Our paternal grandpa Elmer’s extended family was gathering on the grassy banks of Manitoba’s Red River for a party. The day of the reunion was beautiful, the sky a perfect prairie blue, and in a rare moment of intimacy with Grandpa, we visited the graves of our ancestors, ending at the towering grave of Chief Peguis.

			We began that trip in Toronto, where we grew up with our younger sister, Minoway. Our father, Douglas, is Nehiyaw-Anishinaabe (Peguis Nation). Our mother, Joanie, immigrated to Montréal from the UK with her family at the age of five.

			When we were young children, our mom’s mom, “Bubby” to us, moved from Montréal to our home in Toronto. Bubby was a German-Jewish refugee whose incredible imagination was our constant companion. She spoke often about the importance of a happy childhood—she told us how memories of her early years had helped her to survive the later, frightening ones in Nazi Germany. Bubby’s own grandmother, her beloved oma, refused to flee Germany, a decision that ultimately cost her her life. Our home was filled with Bubby’s watercolor paintings, paintings that evoked the German fairy tales her oma had read to her as a child. Their shared inner world was a part of our environment, there for us to engage with whenever we wished.

			Our dad
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