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Let's face it: high school is difficult. Not so much the lessons, which are usually quite simple. The most difficult aspect of high school is navigating the norms and expectations of an opinionated adolescent microsociety, and doing everything possible, including enormous leaps of energy and inventiveness, to avoid doing or doing anything that would earn the unshakeable label of being odd. In high school, being labeled as unusual is a death sentence. As a result, most people try to look like everyone else. But, in the end, we're all hiding.

We're still figuring out who we are and where we fit on the spectrum of social interaction. Mistakes are unavoidable, but they should be made in private, away from the halls, lunchroom, and special events. Students in high school are allowed to be nervous wrecks, fearful that their own shadow will mock them if they slip and fall. It should, however, have ended there.

Shouldn't the crushing desire for peer acceptance vanish once we graduate from high school and become mature adults? Although high school is long gone, the social pressure to conform to others' expectations is as powerful as it has ever been. Everyone, young and old, seemed to be terrified of appearing odd. This widespread apprehension ignores a fundamental fact. It is acceptable to be eccentric. Weirdness is often a sign of latent power waiting to be released.

Throughout history, the best and brightest among us, the great inventors and innovators, have been those who were willing to stand out and risk being perceived as strange. When I let you be you and you let me be me without judgement or criticism, we are free to harness and expand the power of our various differences. Nobody is normal because everyone is strange in some way.

And it's perfectly fine to be strange! It's fine to be different! It's fine to be unique! It is, in fact, natural. And, in truth, it's the only way to be.

Why?

Personality exists on a continuum. On the spectrum, there are no correct or incorrect positions. The concept of being objectively normal was invented to sell products and advance political objectives. What I consider to be normal may not be the same as what you consider to be normal. When we seek the conventional, we lose sight of the natural. The new normal is natural.

We all have characteristics that set us apart, whether they are physical, intellectual, emotional, or other. The ego regards differences as flaws that should be hidden. The truth is that your superpower is what sets you apart. Simply put, you haven't figured out how to use it yet. Instead of hiding your peculiarity, figure out how to make it work for you. Your timidity, for example, may make you a better listener. Others may find your awkward chuckle endearing. When we overcome our quirks, we gain enormous power.

When you try to fit into someone else's mold, the results will be subpar. Nobody pays to see what is predictable; they pay to see what is intriguing. Your true self is enticing by definition. People will remember what you did that only you can do, not what everyone else can do.

In a society where conformity is the easy option, authenticity is in high demand. Everyone wants to be more authentic, but no one wants to be the first. When you begin to live as your true self, flaws and all, you give others permission to do the same. We may not say it explicitly, but everyone wants to see your true self. We yearn for genuineness.

Every good artistic breakthrough – whether artistic, musical, or scientific – is strange by definition because it offers a solution that is outside of the established paradigm. It necessitates a paradigm shift in thinking. Embracing your oddness gives you a new perspective, and the world desperately needs a new perspective. The status quo discourages innovation. When outsiders present novel ideas that challenge the status quo, this is when innovation occurs.

Everyone has unique qualities. Allowing ourselves to flaunt these distinguishing characteristics makes us happy. Suppressing our distinguishing features and denying our natural selves, on the other hand, makes us feel bad and darkens our identities. Resistance to our distinguishing characteristics, however strange, results in a dark and inverted projection of self, similar to how a black hole emerges from the absence of a star.

Many individuals who conform do so because they fear being alone. Standing out, on the other hand, will not leave you lonely; in fact, the opposite is true. You will meet others who share your oddness if you live honestly. This is your tribe. When you step up and live your mission, you will discover those who came before you and inspire those who will come after you.

On the surface, new concepts like biological mutations appear to be out of place. Biological mutations, like new ideas, evolve over time and serve unexpected functions. The mutation is eventually replicated and contributes to the species' evolution. Ideas are the driving force behind civilization's progress. What is strange today may not be understood tomorrow, but it may become the new normal.

Others will perceive you as capable if you believe you are capable. Others will perceive you as incapable if you believe you are incapable. Self-perception wields considerable power. It can be unsettling to stop fitting in and start standing out at first. However, if you accept responsibility for your actions and ignore your fear of being judged, the world will conform to your vision of yourself to the extent of your conviction.
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If you only remember one thing from this book, make it this: being a quirky oddball has an unspoken advantage.

People fall in love with your eccentricities rather than your sameness, and they don't always realize it. Your eccentricity serves as a point of distinction. It is what piques people's interest and entices them to learn more about you.

Your oddness is what jolts people out of their smartphone-induced stupor and makes them think about asking a question.

When you have a hundred job applications in front of you, your unusualness will help you stand out.

Strangeness allows you to connect with someone who has accomplished great things and is tired of people asking for pictures with them instead of having a conversation about weirdness that they will remember for the rest of their lives.

Strangeness brings two people together who appear to have nothing in common. It's the "who the hell is that dude?" question that changes your life and opens up previously unattainable possibilities.

Things start to get strange when you embrace it and begin to believe in your abilities.

When people are inspired by your cause, you've accomplished your goal. That's when you find those individuals, that audience, who embrace you for who you are, not because you're odd or unusual. You create the possibility of shared humanity by allowing others to see their own struggles mirrored in yours. Finally, you hear the sweet refrain: "Oh, you're strange?" "I thought I was the only one!" This is how businesses are formed. This is how friendships grow. This is how you find the right people.

Things that seemed strange to you as a child now make you brilliant. Accepting one's oddness is a difficult personal decision, but it's also fascinating and fulfilling. We do it not for financial gain or recognition, but for our own freedom and to pave the way for others.

Being powerful is a source of strength. Once you accept who you are, you will discover that there are numerous things to celebrate about yourself, as well as numerous ways in which you are more capable and impressive.

You can be a better worker, friend, lover, and person if you accept the quirky, different parts of yourself that others may find strange.

Weird people have good lives, and they also make history.
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We all have our peculiarities. Regardless of your background, personality, or even how visible you are in the eyes of the general public, it is undeniable that we all do things that others may find strange. Even so, there are times when a prominent person exhibits a personal eccentricity that perplexes the audience.

Sometimes these are minor eccentricities that the celebrity has grown accustomed to over time, and other times they are habits formed as a result of dedication, superstition, or their pursuit of success or beauty. In any case, these nuggets never fail to pique our interest, and it was this curiosity that led us to discover these fascinating habits shared by some of the world's most famous people.

The truth is that no one wants to be normal, and some people have become major role models and huge successes by embracing their uniqueness.

How about Salvador Dali's work? When one thinks of surrealism, one immediately thinks of Salvador Dali and his pomade-covered mustache. His life was as bizarre and strange as his paintings, but there was something even stranger besides driving around in a vehicle full of cauliflowers and roaming around Paris with an anteater.

When he married Gala, his muse and love of his life, he treated her like a goddess. He bought her a castle and was only allowed to see her with a signed invitation.

Lev Tolstoy, the Russian literary giant, not only wrote historically accurate works, but he also became historically significant while still
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