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  Paul’s Letter to the Jesus Believers at Philippi
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  Taken By Surprise


  
    Paul, an apostle of Jesus the Messiah, by the will of God. (Colossians 1:1 JVD)

  


  NOBODYwas more surprised than Paul that he should be an apostle of Jesus the Messiah, and that this was the will of God. He had once been very violently opposed to Jesus and those who followed Him as Messiah. This was back when Paul was known as Saul.


  
    As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. (Acts 8:3)


    Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. (Acts 9:1-2)

  


  But then, of course, Saul had his “Damascus road experience” — which was the original Damascus road experience. He had a dramatic encounter with Jesus. The story is told in Acts 9. As Saul came near the city, a bright light shone around him and he fell to the ground. He heard a voice speaking to him.


  “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”


  “Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked.


  “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”


  “Lord, what do You want me to do?”


  “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”


  Saul, his eyes blinded by that moment, continued on to Damascus, not knowing what would happen next. There was a man there named Ananias, whom the Lord Jesus directed to go to Saul, lay hands on him and restore his sight. Ananias did not understand why, because he had heard of how Saul had persecuted Jesus’ followers at Jerusalem. The Lord answered, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”


  Ananias went and Saul was healed. Immediately Saul went to the synagogues of Damascus and began to preach that Jesus is the Son of God. He became part of the very movement he had originally intended to rub out there. Now he himself became a target and the Jewish leaders plotted to kill him. But the believers helped him get away safely.


  Saul went back to Jerusalem to join with the believers there, the ones he had once persecuted. But his former reputation was still with him and the disciples at Jerusalem feared him. They did not believe he was now one of them. But Barnabas took him before the apostles and told them what had happened, how Saul had seen the Lord on the road to Damascus, how he had preached the name of Jesus boldly there and was himself persecuted for it. Then the believers at Jerusalem received him as a disciple.


  So now in his letter to the believers at Colosse, Paul identifies himself, as he does in many of his other letters, as an apostle of Jesus the Messiah. He who had once rejected Jesus and persecuted His followers was now sent by Jesus to represent him before the nations.


  It was the will of God that this should be, and no one was more surprised by it than Paul.


  Focus Questions


  
    	What does it mean to be an apostle of Jesus the Messiah?


    	Why is it important that Paul was an apostle “by the will of God”?


    	How could God use someone who had been so vehemently against the people of King Jesus?

  


  

  

  Building Relationship at Colosse


  
    Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,


    To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse. (Colossians 1:1-2)

  


  PAUL had never been to Colosse, but he spent an extended time in Ephesus, about 120 miles away, preaching and teaching about Jesus the Messiah. Luke records, “And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10). The influence of Paul’s ministry reached Colosse.


  It was probably at this time that a man named Epaphras, of the region of Colosse, Laodicea and Hierapolis, heard Paul and became a believer in Jesus. Epaphras came home with the message of the gospel. Many there became believers and a church was started, meeting in a number of homes. Epaphras returned to Paul with news of their “love in the Spirit” (Colossians 1:8).


  Now Paul sends them this letter. Notice, though, that it comes not just from Paul, but also from Timothy. This does not mean that Timothy actually composed any part of this letter, however, although he might well have served as Paul’s secretary in putting pen to papyrus. So why does Paul mention him? He is building on relationship. Notice that he refers to Timothy as “our brother.”


  Timothy was himself converted by the ministry of Paul. Elsewhere, Paul calls him, “a true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2). Timothy was native to the region and often travelled and served with Paul in his journeys throughout that land. So he would have been known to the Colossians and would probably also have been known by some, perhaps many, of them as well. By referring to him as “our brother,” Paul immediately establishes a family bond between himself and the believers at Colosse.


  In two brief sentences, the From and To slots of his letter, Paul connects with the Colossians in the vertical and horizontal dimensions. Vertically, Paul identifies himself as “an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.” He belongs to God. Apostleship was not something he took upon himself or, indeed, could have taken upon himself. It was something God did. “By the will of God,” Paul says.


  In a similar way, Paul addresses the Colossians as “saints” — holy ones! We often think of “saints” as some elite group of super spiritual Christians. But that is not what Paul has in mind. For him, everyday believers in Jesus the Messiah, from the greatest to the least (and without any consideration of greatness or leastness) are saints. To be holy simply means to be set apart for God. It is not something we do ourselves but something God Himself does for us. It is not based on our merit. God sets us apart for Himself because of His grace, which we receive by faith in Jesus the Messiah.


  To be a saint, then, means to belong to God. Paul belonged to God and so did the believers at Colosse. And that is a very strong point of fellowship. This relationship has everything to do with Jesus the Messiah. It is through Him that Paul is an apostle, and it is in Him that the believers at Colosse have put their faith, and in whom they have been set apart for God.


  Horizontally, Paul relates to the Colossian believers as brothers and sisters. He does this in two ways. The first is indirect: He calls Timothy “our brother.” If you and I have the same brother, then we must be sisters and brothers also. The second way he demonstrates this relationship is explicit: He calls the saints at Colossae “faithful brethren” (brothers and sisters). They all share in the same devotion of faith with him.


  The powerful truth of relationship in these opening verses is that all who put their faith in Jesus the Messiah belong to God and to each other as brothers and sisters.


  Focus Questions


  
    	Why is Paul so keen on establishing relationship with the believers at Colosse?


    	Why is it important that this is a familial relationship, that is, of brothers and sisters?


    	How is Paul’s apostleship like the holiness of these believers?

  


  

  

  Father’s Blessing


  
    Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:2)

  


  AFTER introducing himself to the Colossians as an apostle of Jesus the Messiah, and introducing himself and Timothy as faithful brothers in the Messiah, Paul offers a benediction, as he does so often in his letters. A benediction is a prayer of blessing. A common Jewish salutation in those days was “Greetings and peace.” The Greek word for “greetings” is chairein, but Paul has replaced that with a related word, one that is theologically much more potent: charis — grace! Grace is the favor of God, who opens up all the resources of heaven on our behalf.


  The Greek word for “peace” is irene, but Paul, being Jewish, no doubt has the Hebrew word shalom in mind, which is, again, more theologically profound. Shalom speaks of wholeness and restoration, the fullness of well-being, with nothing missing or broken. The shalom of God is the wholeness that comes from being in right relationship — in covenant relationship — with God.


  The divine favor and wholeness of which Paul speaks comes from “God our Father.” Here again, Paul signifies the relationship he has with the believers at Colosse: God is our Father. This speaks of family, of household, of inheritance. As believers in Jesus the Messiah, we each have a place in the family and a share in the abundance of the house. Paul teaches elsewhere that we share equally in the inheritance with Jesus Himself. “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:16-17).


  Father’s blessing of favor and wholeness comes to us also from the Son, Jesus the Messiah. The confession we make as Christians is that Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9), which is to say that He is both God and King over all. It is through Him, through faith in Him, that we have wholeness in our relationship with God the Father and enjoy His favor.


  
    Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1).

  


  Focus Questions


  
    	What difference does it make if someone speaks words of “grace” and “peace” to you?


    	Why is it important that this grace and peace comes from God as our Father?


    	Why is it important that it comes also from Jesus the Messiah?

  


  

  

  The Divine Power Trio


  
    We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel. (Colossians 1:3-5)

  


  IN rock and roll, a power trio is bass, guitar and drums (no rhythm guitar, no keyboard). But here Paul describes a different kind of power trio, one that comes from God. Having pointed out, in verses 1 and 2, his and their identity in God and extended to them the blessing of the Father, Paul now offers a word of thanksgiving to God for the believers at Colosse. Three things stand out in them for which he is especially grateful:


  
    	Their faith in Jesus the Messiah.


    	Their love for all the saints.


    	The hope laid up for them in heaven.

  


  Faith, hope, love. These are huge on Paul’s list — and God’s. They are the “abiding” things. Remember how Paul ends his discourse on love in 1 Corinthians 13. “Now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of theseis love” (v. 13).


  Notice, however, that Paul does not thank the Colossians themselves for these things, as if they somehow worked these things up within themselves. No, he gives thanks to God, because they come from Him. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17), which is given by inspiration of the Spirit of God. Love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Hope, which is a positive expectation, a joyful anticipation, comes by the work of the Spirit: “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). Because this is the work of God, and not of ourselves, it is possible for faith, hope and love to be revealed in our own lives. Our part is simply to yield to the work of God in us.


  Faith, hope and love are a divine power trio. All three come from God, and all three work together to release heaven on earth. Faith is the underlying reality of things that are not yet apparent but which we fully expect to see (Hebrews 11:1). However, faith without love is meaningless and vain, of no value or profit (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). This is because faith works through love, expressed and energized by love (Galatians 5:6). That is why, of the three, the greatest of these is love.


  Focus Questions


  
    	How is faith revealed in the life of a Jesus believer?


    	How do we show our love for each other in practical ways?


    	How is faith expressed and energized by love?

  


  

  

  Heaven as Your Source


  
    Because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel. (Colossians 1:5)

  


  IN the Bible, hope is not wishful thinking or maybe so/maybe not. The biblical words for “hope” in the Old and New Testaments speak of expectation. Hope is a positive expectation, a joyful anticipation. Hope is about things that are not yet seen but which we fully expect to see. The author of Hebrews tells us that faith is the underlying reality of hope and the evidence of things not yet seen (Hebrews 11:1).


  Paul gives thanks for the hope that belongs to the believers at Colosse, a hope “laid up for you in heaven.” We often think of heaven merely in terms of destination, particularly as future destination. Many also often think of it as a place far, far away, somewhere out in space, at the edge of the universe or beyond.


  For those who know Jesus the Messiah, though, heaven is a present reality. Paul tells us that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies (Ephesians 1:3), that He has made us alive together with Jesus the Messiah, raised us up together and made us sit together with Him in the heavenlies (Ephesians 2:5-6). Notice the tense. These are not future events but accomplished acts and present realities. They are both now and forever. Heaven is not far away — how can it be when we who are of earth have already been seated there with King Jesus? Think dimensionally instead or merely geographically.


  Think also of heaven not merely as destination, but as source. Paul tells us that our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Although he traveled far and wide preaching the gospel, his citizenship was in Rome. That brought with it certain benefits and privileges, which Paul could invoke no matter where he was in the empire. Likewise, our citizenship in heaven brings with it certain benefits and privileges that we may call upon at any time, no matter where we are in the world. Heaven is not just our location — it is our source. Everything we need has already been provided for us by our Father in heaven.


  We are people of heaven and earth. God’s plan is that, in the end, heaven and earth will come together as one (see Revelation 21, which portrays the New Jerusalem, the city of heaven, coming down to unite with the earth). It has already begun. Jesus said, “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it” (Matthew 11:12 New International Version). Our job is to lay hold of it by faith and to pray, as Jesus taught us, “Kingdom of God, come! Will of God, be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10 JVD). The apostle John tells us, “The darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2:8).


  These are all present realities, in process and coming to pass in the here and now. Though we do not see them all now, we can have every expectation that they will be revealed. As we joyfully anticipate the completion of what God has already begun, we can, by faith, draw on heaven as our source and supply. This is good news from the gospel.


  Focus Questions


  
    	What is your expectation about what God has prepared for you?


    	How does hope change the way you live?


    	How does having heaven as your source change your expectation?

  


  

  

  Be Fruitful and Fill the Earth


  
    Which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth. (Colossians 1:5-6)


    

    NOTE: Some early Greek manuscripts have an additional word. So the NASB translates, “constantly bearing fruit and increasing” (a margin note shows that this can also be rendered as “spreading abroad”). The HCSB has it as, “bearing fruit and growing all over the world.”

  


  THERE is an interesting comparison between what Paul notes was already happening with the gospel and the divine mandate given to the first man and woman in Genesis 1. It is especially interesting when we remember that the gospel results in new creation: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). The one who trusts in Jesus the Messiah is not only a new creature himself but is part of the new creation that God has already begun through Jesus and which will culminate in a new heaven and a new earth. In 1 Corinthians 15:45, Paul compares Jesus to Adam: “So it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being.’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” Closer to home in the context of this letter, Paul calls Jesus “the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians 1:15).


  When God created the first man and woman in the divine image and likeness, He blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28). Notice especially in this divine commission the idea of fruitfulness and of filling the earth. Do you hear the echoes of it in Colossians 1:6 with respect to the gospel, which even in Paul’s own day was filling the world and bringing forth fruit?


  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and He did it by the Word: “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God” (Hebrews 11:3). The new creation comes the same way, by the Word of God, which Paul here calls the “word of the truth of the gospel.” Jesus, who by His resurrection from the dead became the firstborn of the new creation, gathered His disciples and gave them this commission:


  
    All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Gotherefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

  


  This was already beginning to be fulfilled, as Paul attests. The gospel had come to Colosse, “as it has in all the world” and was bearing fruit, “as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth.”


  Let’s take a moment and notice Paul’s emphasis on “truth” here. The believers at Colosse heard the “word of the truth of the gospel” and they “heard and knew the grace of God in truth.” Paul is beginning to introduce his reason for writing this letter. Later, he will address this purpose directly, and it has to do with the truth of the gospel over against the error of false teachers.


  Paul says that they “heard” and “knew” the grace of God. The use of “heard” here does not mean that the gospel was merely spoken in the hearing of these Colossians but it indicates their receptivity to the good news. It means that they received it, embraced it, followed it, obeyed it. The Greek word for “knew” is not about a detached, theoretical knowledge but speaks of a personal, experiential knowledge. They embraced the truth of the gospel and experienced the grace of God for themselves.


  Focus Questions


  
    	Nearly two thousand years later, how has the gospel come to you in your part of the world?


    	What is the fruit it has been bringing forth in you and in the world?


    	How have you experienced the grace of God in the truth of the gospel?

  


  

  

  Fellow Servant, Faithful Discipler


  
    As you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. (Colossians 1:7-8)

  


  AS the gospel, the good news about the grace of God through Jesus the Messiah, began to fill the world, it soon came to Colosse, where some believed. Ever since then, Paul says, it has been bringing forth fruit among them. The grace of God is not a one-off experience where you hear the good news, believe it and that’s that. That is just the beginning. There is a new life and a new way of living. The grace of God continues to work, bearing its fruit in us. In Galatians, Paul speaks of the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). The grace of God is a tree of life within us and the process of learning to walk in this grace and experience this fruit is called discipleship.


  “You learned this from Epaphras,” Paul says. The Greek word for “learn” is manthano. From it comes the word mathetes, the Greek word for “disciple.” The believers at Colosse were discipled, taught how to live in the grace of God, by Epaphras. So who is this guy?


  
    	He is one of their own, a man of Colosse — “one of you,” Paul says (Colossians 4:12) — who ministers throughout the region, in Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13).


    	He is a well-loved “fellow servant” with Paul and Timothy, and indeed with all who serve Jesus the Messiah.


    	He is a faithful “minister.”


    	He is a man of fervent prayer and great zeal (4:12-13).


    	Not only a fellow servant, he is also a “fellow prisoner” with Paul. That’s what Paul calls him in his brief letter to Philemon (v. 23), one of the believers living near Colosse. Paul wrote both of these letters, as well as the ones to believers at Ephesus and Philippi, while he was in prison for proclaiming King Jesus.

  


  Notice that Paul calls Epaphras both a “fellow servant” (Greek, syndoulos, slaves together) and a faithful “minister” (Greek, diakonos, deacon). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words explains the difference between these two words this way:


  
    Diakonos is, generally speaking, to be distinguished from doulos, “a bondservant, slave”; diakonos views a servant in relationship to his work; doulos views him in relationship to his master. See, e.g., Matt. 22:2-14; those who bring in the guests (vv. 3-4, 6, 8, 10) are douloi; those who carry out the king’s sentence (v. 13) are diakonoi.

  


  Servant speaks of the One to whom Epaphras belongs — King Jesus the Messiah. Minister speaks of the function he performs, the service he renders to Jesus and His church. It is a work in which he has been found to be faithful, trustworthy, loyal. He did not just introduce the Colossians to Jesus; he ministered the grace and hospitality of Jesus to them. With fervent prayer and great zeal, he discipled them in faith, hope and love and became the founding pastor of the Church at Colosse.


  Focus Questions


  
    	Who are the people who have been faithful in ministering the things of Jesus to you, teaching you how to live in the grace of God?


    	Is being a servant of King Jesus only for the trained, anointed or appointed?


    	Who are the people for whom you have the opportunity to be a faithful minister of King Jesus?

  


  

  

  Love for the Saints, Love in the Spirit


  
    Who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. (Colossians 1:8)

  


  IN verse 4, Paul gave thanks to God for the believers in Colosse, for their faith, their hope and their “love for all the saints.” Not just for their own little group, but for all the saints. Love does not take offense, keep score or bear grudges — there is no place for unforgiveness in love. Instead,


  
    Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all

  


  

  

  

  

  
    	How and through whom have you experienced the love of God?


    	How do we connect with the source of love and let it flow through us?


    	Who around you needs a practical expression of God’s love today and in what way can you bring it?

  


  

  

  Filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Why is it important for believers to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will?


    	Why does wisdom and understanding require the work of the Holy Spirit?


    	How is the will of God revealed in Jesus the Messiah?

  


  

  

  A Walk Worthy


  
    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  
    	Fully pleasing to the Lord.


    	Always bearing fruit in every good work.


    	Always being increased in the knowledge of God.


    	Always being strengthened with all might (Colossians 1:11)


    	Always giving thanks to the Father (Colossians 1:11).

  


  

  

  
    	Why is it important to understand that walking is a process?


    	Why is consistency in our walk important?


    	Why it is important to understand that we do not walk this walk in our own strength?

  


  

  

  A Life Pleasing


  
    
  


  

  
    	“Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner” (John 5:19).


    	“I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me” (John 5:30).


    	“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38).


    	“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him” (John 8:29).

  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Why is God pleased by faith?


    	How does faith result in obedience?


    	What do you hear the Father saying and see the Father doing today?

  


  

  

  A Life of Fruitfulness


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Why is God so interested in fruitfulness?


    	What is the relationship between fruit and the life of the fruit-bearer?


    	Does a tree strain to bring forth its fruit?

  


  

  

  Every Good Work


  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the relationship between God’s work and our work?


    	How do good works reveal King Jesus in the world?


    	What good work is God calling you to today?

  


  

  

  Knowing God More and More


  
    
  


  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the difference between knowing about a person and actually knowing the person himself?


    	How is it possible to know God Himself, and not just about Him?


    	Why is knowing God Himself important to having a walk worthy of Him?

  


  

  

  Empowered with All Power


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Why must how we live be about the power of God?


    	Why must how we live be about the glory of God?


    	How do we receive this power?

  


  

  

  Putting Up with Joy


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  
    	It is the nature of God to be slow to anger.


    	It flows with His compassion, mercy and grace.


    	It demonstrates wisdom and creates understanding.


    	The one who “rules his spirit” will accomplish greater things than the one who “flies off the handle.”

  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Why is hope important to being patient?


    	How does longsuffering reflect the power and glory of God?


    	How do love, joy and peace prepare us to be patient and longsuffering?

  


  

  

  Fully Qualified for the Father’s Inheritance


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Why is it important to give thanks to God?


    	Why is it important that God is Father?


    	What is the inheritance God has for us?

  


  

  

  Into the Kingdom of Light


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	God has conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son. Why was this necessary?


    	Could this rescue and redemption have happened apart from the Father’s love for the Son or the Son’s love for the Father?


    	What does life in the kingdom of the Son look like?

  


  

  

  The Image of the Invisible God


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is the relationship between the invisible and visible things of creation?


    	Why is it important that Jesus created all invisible things as well as all visible things?


    	What is the significance that all things were created for Him as well as by Him and through Him?

  


  

  

  How All Things Hold Together


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	What is the relationship between the Word and Creation?


    	How comfortable are you about living with mystery?


    	How do we experience the mystery of who Jesus is?

  


  

  

  The Incomparability of Divine Life


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the difference between an organism and an organization?


    	Do you experience the church more as an organism or as an organization?


    	How do we experience the new, divine life we have in our head, Jesus the Messiah?

  


  

  

  Where All Divine Fullness Dwells


  
    
  


  

  
    	Why Jesus has come as the express image of the invisible God


    	Why He has been given supremacy over all creation


    	Why all things have been made by Him, through Him and for Him


    	Why all things hold together in Him


    	Why He is the head of the body (the church), the beginning, and the firstborn from the dead


    	Why He has the preeminence in all things

  


  

  

  
    	“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.” (English Standard Version)


    	“Because in him it did please all the fullness to tabernacle.” (Young’s Literal Translation)


    	“For God in full measure was pleased to be in him.” (Bible in Basic English)


    	“Because in Him [God] was well pleased that all the fullness be permanently at home.” (Wuest’s Expanded Translation)


    	“Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in Him.” (Common English Bible)

  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Why do you suppose it pleased the Father that all fullness should dwell in the God-man, Jesus the Messiah?


    	What does this say about the created universe?


    	What does this say about humankind?

  


  

  

  Reconciling Heaven and Earth


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Does it surprise you that all the issues of the universe, including the spiritual ones, could be resolved by flesh and blood, and the tangibility of the cross?


    	What do you suppose it means that everything in heaven and on earth will be reconciled?


    	In view of this, what do you believe awaits you after this life?

  


  

  

  The Gospel of God’s Pleasure


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How big are the needs of the world?


    	How big are the parameters of the gospel?


    	How big is the pleasure of God?

  


  

  

  Once Alienated, Now Unaccusable


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    	Where do you locate yourself in God’s plan for reconciliation, with regard to your relationship with God, creation, others and yourself?


    	Jesus has presented us holy and blameless before the Father. What confidence does that give you concerning your relationship with God?


    	We often do not experience ourselves as being holy and blameless. What will you answer when the voice of the accuser whispers in your ear?

  


  

  

  Continue in the Faith


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Why is it important to continue in the faith?


    	What is God’s part in this?


    	What is our part?

  


  

  

  Filling Up the Afflictions of Messiah


  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What do you think of when you think of persecution?


    	How was Paul, and how are Christians who are being persecuted today, able to rejoice in their sufferings?


    	How does this benefit the church, the body of Messiah?

  


  

  

  Stewards of Divine Mysteries


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	“We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8)


    	“Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth — in Him.” (Ephesians 1:9-10)


    	“By revelation He made known to me the mystery … which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel.” (Ephesians 3:3-6)


    	“To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 3:8-9)


    	“We are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones ... This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:30-32)


    	“[Pray] for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel.” (Ephesians 6:19)


    	“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16)


    	“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51)

  


  

  

  
    	Why did God keep these things hidden in Old Testament times?


    	Why have they been revealed to us in the New Testament?


    	Now that they have been revealed to us, what and to whom is our stewardship responsibility?

  


  

  

  The Revelation of Divine Glory in You


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Why does Paul speak particularly of this mystery being revealed to the Gentiles?


    	How is the glory of God revealed in Jesus the Messiah?


    	How is the glory of Jesus the Messiah revealed in you?

  


  

  

  Presenting Everyone Perfect


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	Do you believe it is possible for Jesus to be the focus of everything you do?


    	Do you believe it is practical and productive for Jesus to be the focus of everything you do?


    	What hinders you from letting Jesus be the focus of everything you do?

  


  

  

  His Energy Energizing Me


  
    
  


  

  
    	The Greek word for “labor” means to toil to the point of fatigue.


    	The word for “striving” is agonizomai, which is where we get our English word “agony.” We often think of it as intense pain, but Paul is actually talking about an intense effort.


    	The word for “working” is energeia, from which we get the English word “energy.” It is the ability or strength to operate efficiently and get things done.


    	The word for “work” is the verb form, energeo.


    	The word “mightily” actually translates two words that are more literally rendered as “in power.” The Greek word for power is dynamis. When Paul uses it, it is almost always about supernatural power and usually about the miraculous power of God.

  


  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    	What is the relationship between our effort and God’s energy?


    	How does the power of God reveal the Lord Jesus?


    	What might this power look like in your life?

  


  

  

  Hidden Treasures of Wisdom and Knowledge


  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  
    	That they may be encouraged, comforted, cheered because they are not alone but have each other.


    	That they may be knit together, woven together, bonded together, welded together in love.


    	That they may have a full, rich “knowledge” (Greek, epignosis) of God, that is, to know Him not just in theory but in experience.

  


  

  

  

  

  
    	What encouragement comes in knowing that we have each other?


    	How does being woven together with each other in love help us know God more fully?


    	Why is it not enough to simply have information about God?

  


  

  

  Woven Together in Love


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How does the Father reveal the love of the Son and the Spirit?


    	How does the Son reveal the love of the Father and the Spirit?


    	How does the Spirit reveal the love of the Father and the Son?

  


  

  

  Holding Steady Together


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What will protect us from being beguiled by persuasive but false words?


    	What does it mean to be with a person “in spirit?”


    	What is the value of a close military formation?

  


  

  

  Walking It Out


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Why is it important that we keep going forward in our walk with the Lord?


    	Why is it important that Jesus’ body was really real?


    	Why is it important that Jesus was not merely a human upon whom the Christ Sprit descended?

  


  

  

  Rooted and Built Up in Jesus


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is the planting God has done in your life, the foundation He has laid?


    	What is the growth He is bringing into your life, the building He is doing?


    	How does thanksgiving protect us from being “charmed away” from faith in the Lord Jesus?

  


  

  

  Don’t Be Plundered


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Are all philosophies and traditions dangerous?


    	How can we test them?


    	What are some empty philosophies, traditions and superstitions that can draw us away from our focus on the Lord Jesus?

  


  

  

  His Fullness and Ours


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	How is it possible for all the fullness of God to dwell in the bodily form of the Lord Jesus?


    	How is it possible that we have been already been made full and complete in the Lord Jesus?


    	How do we live out these twin truths?

  


  

  

  Circumcision of the Heart


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	What is the new reality God has accomplished in us through the Lord Jesus?


    	In this new reality, how does faith work through love?


    	What is your understanding about baptism?

  


  

  

  Buried with Him, Raised with Him


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How does baptism help you think about our death with the Lord Jesus?


    	How does baptism help you think about our resurrection and new life with the Lord Jesus?


    	Which do you think is more important — our faith or God’s faithfulness?

  


  

  

  Side Slips Forgiven


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Think of a time when you were in rebellion against God. Did you feel alive, or dead?


    	Did you feel like you were in bondage, or walking in freedom?


    	Have you experienced what it means to be made alive together with the Lord Jesus?

  


  

  

  The Great Wipe Out


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How does the cross wipe out the legal demands of the Law?


    	If the Law that condemned us has been wiped out, where does the sense of condemnation come from?


    	If we are dead to the Law, how then should we live?

  


  

  

  Disarming the Powers


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Why is it important that Jesus has disarmed the principalities and powers?


    	How do we walk out this victory that Jesus has won for us?


    	What does this signal about the turmoil of the nations?

  


  

  

  Out of the Shadows


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What are some of the ways human tradition tries to judge us and drag us away from the Lord Jesus?


    	How does Jesus bring the substance or fulfillment to what the shadows pointed toward?


    	What now sets apart and marks believers as the people of God?

  


  

  

  Keeping Focus


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How can humility become false and a form of pride?


    	What does true humility look like?


    	Why is our relationship to the Lord Jesus important to our relationship with each other?

  


  

  

  Live as Free


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the difference between being dead in sin and dead to sin?


    	Why does “self-imposed religion” so often focus on external things, on rules and checklists instead of the heart?


    	Why does the checklist mentality turn out to be so ineffective against the “indulgence of the flesh?”

  


  

  

  Living from a Higher Realm


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is your conception of the realm of heaven?


    	What is your conception of the relationship between heaven and earth?


    	In what ways might the reality of heaven be made manifest on earth, that is, the will of God being done on earth as it is in heaven?

  


  

  

  Hidden in God


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	In what way have we died? In what way have we been made alive?


    	How does this new life we have in Jesus turn human systems upside down?


    	How might this new life be revealed in us even now?

  


  

  

  Putting Old Ways to Death


  
    
  


  

  

  
    	The Greek word for “fornication” is porneia (from which we get the word “pornography”) and refers to any illicit sexual intercourse.


    	“Uncleanness” speaks of sexual immorality and the pursuit of such.


    	“Passion” is lust or inordinate affection.


    	“Evil desire” is licentiousness.


    	“Covetousness,” or some versions say “greed,” is insatiable hunger or desire.


    	“Idolatry” is giving priority to anything other than God.

  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Why does it matter what we do with our bodies now?


    	How do we “put to death” the remnants and silence the old voices?


    	How does asserting the truth of who we are in Jesus help us?

  


  

  

  A Renewed Image


  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Anger and wrath. The Greek words for these are very similar in meaning. “Anger” appears to be a disposition, and “wrath” the expression of that disposition.


    	Malice. Ill-will toward others.


    	Blasphemy. Slander, speaking ill of others, whether about God or other people.


    	Filthy or obscene language. Weymouth translates this as “foul-mouthed abuse” (New Testament in Modern Speech).

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Why must we put off these old ways of dealing with one another? What harm do they do?


    	Why is there so often a difference between the new person we really are in Jesus and the way we act?


    	Paul speaks often in his letters about the image of God. Why is this image so important?

  


  

  

  Clothes for Your New Life


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	Tender mercies. Not merely acts of mercy but an attitude of tenderhearted affection and compassion.


    	Kindness. Gentleness and goodness toward each other.


    	Humility. Not lifting ourselves up and looking down on each other.


    	Longsuffering. Being patient with each other.


    	Bearing with one another. Being tolerant toward each other, putting up with each other even when it is difficult (as indeed it sometimes can be).


    	Forgiving one another. Paul expands on this one, which should tell us something about how important it is. If we have a quarrel with or complaint against anyone, we are to forgive, just as Jesus has forgiven us.

  


  

  

  
    	Why does Paul spend so much time, here and elsewhere, on how believers should treat each other?


    	Why does forgiveness receive such prominence in this list?


    	How do all these things tell us about love?

  


  

  

  The Word That Qualifies Us


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	How does the peace of God rule in our hearts?


    	In Ephesians 5, it is being filled with the Holy Spirit that leads to psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Why does Paul emphasize, here in Colossians, that it is being filled with the word of the Messiah that leads to those things?


    	What does it mean to do all things in the name of King Jesus? Why is this important?

  


  

  

  New Life in the Home


  
    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How does the new version of the “household code” Paul presents demonstrate the “disarming of the powers”?


    	How does it demonstrate the new reality of who every believer now is in Jesus?


    	In what ways does it actually change societal structures?

  


  

  

  Onesimus and Philemon ~ Receiving a Brother


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	Paul wants Philemon to be effective in sharing his faith. How does his request of Philemon play into this?


    	Though Paul had spiritual oversight of Philemon, he did not want to “command” him in this. Why not?


    	What are other ways believers might treat other believers as less than brothers or sisters?

  


  

  

  The Spiral of Watchful, Thankful Prayer


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Is devotion to prayer a dull or difficult thing to do, or a source of wonder and amazement for you?


    	How does watching or listening for the Lord play into prayer?


    	Why is thanksgiving important to this kind of watchfulness and prayer?

  


  

  

  Walking in Wisdom, Seasoned With Salt


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What does “wisdom toward those who are outside” look like?


    	Paul speaks of “redeeming the time,” or making the most of every opportunity. What sort of opportunities do you think he might have had in mind?


    	What are some examples of speech that is “seasoned with salt”? What are some examples of speech that is not?

  


  

  

  Not a One Man Show


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	Paul always had people around him who were associated with him in ministry. Why is this important and what are the advantages?


    	How did Paul view their place in ministry — as under him, with him, both? How did they see their place in ministry?


    	Who are you partnered with in the ministry of King Jesus? When things get tough, who are you there to stand with and who is there to stand with you?

  


  

  

  Standing Firm


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Epaphras “labored fervently” in prayer for the believers at Colosse. What do you imagine that was like? How did that intense desire come about in his life?


    	Who is there for whom you have great zeal and what is your desire for them?


    	What do you suppose might account for the difference between Epaphras and Demas, or Luke and Demas?

  


  

  

  Fulfilling the Ministry of Jesus


  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	The early Church met in homes. Was this merely because of the times or were there advantages to it?


    	Why did Paul want the church at Laodicea to read the letter he wrote to the church at Colosse? Why is this letter important for us today?


    	What ministry have you received from the Lord and how will you know when you have fulfilled it?
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