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​Preface 

With the death of Queen Elizabeth II and the smooth succession of her son, King Charles III, it seemed appropriate if not fortuitous to revise this book for royal and historical enthusiasts. British history is admired and envied the world over. And if the death of a queen wasn't enough, as I write my final draft late into the night on New Year's Eve, news has today broken of another death, but this time of a pope, Joseph Ratzinger aka ‘Pope Benedict XVI.’

Joseph Ratzinger would have had no time for King James and the Bible that would later bear his name. Both men had followers, of course. But only one - pope Benedict - would allow sinful and ignorant people to address him as ‘holy father,’ whereas James would only point such people to address God the Father as such. 

Anyone or anything even remotely connected to God, the Bible, and the Lord Jesus Christ will almost certainly be attacked, smeared and undermined. King James I was certainly no exception! Unfounded insinuations ranging from James’s Freemasonry to homosexuality will naturally be examined throughout this book. 

During my almost 2-year study of Oliver Cromwell, it became blindingly obvious to me that giants such as him continue to be either reviled or revered. Such people’s reputations have sadly been tarnished forever, unlike certain infamous tyrants, who have ‘conveniently’ escaped in-depth and thorough scrutiny. Like Cromwell, James remains the victim of much censorious reporting and, therefore, hot on the heels of writing about another of Britain’s past beleaguered leaders, I simply could not pass up the opportunity to write about another famous or infamous Brit (depending on one’s preference of course). 

Another point that really must be made is how most of the people who wrote first-hand accounts back to their countries during the life of King James were foreign Catholic ambassadors living in London. So, without totally dismissing or discarding everything they wrote, one should be wise to appreciate that they were hardly impartial, and this should be kept in mind when consulting such sources.
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​James’s murderous and tempestuous arrival 
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The Catholic historian, Antonia Fraser, states very eloquently: “James was not called the British Solomon in vain. His love of learning was genuine, deep-seated, and surely admirable by any standards except those of the most resolutely anti-intellectual Englishmen...His contribution as a skilful and tenacious King of Scotland – in many ways the most successful King Scotland ever had – is often ignored: while the legacy of problems he inherited in England is overlooked.” 

James Stuart of Scotland was born to Catholic cousins in Edinburgh Castle on 19th June 1566. He was the only child born to Mary Queen of Scots and Henry Stuart (Lord Darnley). 

For those that might be wondering where this timeline fits into American history, this was 72 years after Christopher Columbus discovered America, and 210 years before America established her independence from Britain. 

Cruel and callous rumours of his illegitimacy quickly spread, but like all men born to be great, this wasn’t going to hold him back later in life. The same wicked and deplorable slur (not to mention totally salacious and unfounded) would be shamefully aimed at Jesus by wicked unbelieving Jews (John 8:41). 

Not to be outdone by her wealthier and more prosperous protestant counterparts south of the border, Mary paid a staggering £12,000 for James’s Catholic christening. His fickle father Henry refused to attend. The good and the great proudly brought extravagant gifts to the newborn king, much like the wise men had done two millennia before for the King of kings (Matthew 2:11). 

During James’s ostentatious baptism, which his godmother Queen Elizabeth also refused to attend, Mary declined the disgusting and degrading not to mention totally unscriptural Catholic custom of the day of the priest actually spitting into the mouth of newly born babies! 

James would be born into a very difficult, disruptive and dysfunctional family. By that time, Mary had married her second husband Henry, after burying her first, who died when only sixteen. 

During this era the age of consent for a boy was fourteen and twelve for a girl. In fact, if the girl was an orphan, it was much younger! 

Mary was barely two years his senior. One late evening, a heavily pregnant Mary was summoned by a furious and jealous Henry to witness him and others brutally interrogating and torturing one of Mary’s closest male servants, an Italian Catholic singer, David Riccio. 

Shocked and stunned, she was forced to observe his public execution by Henry and others, for Henry was convinced she had been guilty of infidelity and may, in fact, have been James’s real father.

Suspicions were naturally aroused as to Riccio’s true identify when £2,000 was found on him, even though his annual salary was only £80. 

Mary angrily denied the adulterous allegations to Henry’s face and beseeched him to believe her and release Riccio, but to no avail. Fraser suggests Mary and the unborn James were also his intended victims during that awful blood-curdling night, for at one stage a pistol was pointed at blank range at her womb. 

The mother-to-be successfully managed to talk Henry and his sadistic cohorts out of shedding further blood and then succeeded in escaping for her life after tricking Henry into fleeing with her before the rest of the perpetrators killed them both. 

So, under cover of darkness, the royal family of three (including their unborn son) ran for their lives at midnight on horseback from Edinburgh to Dunbar, a distance of some 29 miles. In Mary Queen of Scots, Fraser gives a graphic description, stating how the innocent Riccio was stabbed up to sixty times with daggers by a handful of assailants, but not before being dragged, screaming and kicking, out of the queen’s chamber. 

His bloodstained corpse was then pulled down the winding main staircase, later to be stripped of its belongings by a porter. Such a brutal and savage attack has all the hallmarks of a public execution. 

A public sacrifice in fact to the prince of darkness. This would be Satan's first and most audacious attack against the unborn Solomon of Scotland. 

Once Mary temporarily regained her power, she ordered Riccio’s butchered body to be buried in her own private chapel. Adorned with sinful idols and images, this would later result in a public rebuke from the galley slave survivor, John Knox. 

More on him later. 

This desperate midnight dash to safety is credited for later life-changing injuries that young James would tragically inherit upon birth. Alan Stewart in the Cradle King suggests James was, in fact, unable to walk until age six, due to weak legs. 

During this time and just six weeks before James’s birth, Mary approached Rome for a divorce. 

To prop up her frail and fragile kingdom, and to try and cling to power for as long as possible, Mary appointed Riccio’s brother as her personal secretary and partially pardoned some of his murderers. 

God clearly intervened to save Mary’s son’s life, much like He had done for another Mary and her Son Jesus (Matthew 2:13).

The incredible number of similarities between Jesus and James are incredible, and this book will attempt to list them all. 

The ongoing shameful slurs concerning James’s illegitimacy would haunt him well into adulthood. King Henry IV of France publicly mocked him about this, causing further pain and distress to an already scarred son of Scotland. And yet it seems inconceivable for Catholic monarchs to dare speak out in public about suspected papal perversions and even worse. James, of course, never believed such lies and would later go on to name his firstborn son after his late father Henry. 

With Mary and Henry being the toxic couple, James really had the most appalling and unfortunate, not to mention harrowing start to early life. His father Henry contracted syphilis, and sometime later, he would awake in the dead of night to the sound of burglars crashing around in his home. 

Then as he desperately tried to flee, he was cornered in the garden
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