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				Let me tell you a secret: previous to Archie vs. Predator, nobody had ever been killed in an Archie crossover. Even in Archie Meets Punisher, the only thing that died was Frank Castle’s self-esteem. But (in what was retrospectively a genius move) they put me on the phone with Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa, who played the demon dog to my David Berkowitz, whispering, “kill them, kill them all...”

				 

				I was more than happy to oblige. People kept saying, “I don’t know how you made this miniseries work” and I’d just gape at them because it was so obvious: it was a teen slasher film. You have kids on holiday, you have the supernatural peril in the jungle, and you have final girls. Boom. Easy. (I also really love both Archie and Predator, so playing with those characters was an utter joy.)

				 

				I also always looked back on Archie vs. Predator as a last hurrah, in a way. It was the final mainstream Archie comic to feature both the “classic” Archie characters... and the “classic” Predator. Immediately afterwards, both franchises were rebooted. 

				 

				So Archie calls me. There’s no more classic Archie, no more old Predator, and Roberto’s off making teen TV dramas in LA. And Archie asks, “Can you do the same thing all over again, but with the new characters?” 

				 

				I make noises on the other end of the line of encouragement, hang up, and go try to figure out how to do the same thing but different. Because, and let me be petty here: this was my baby and I wasn’t going to say no (even though the direction made me want to die inside) because then they’d just give it to someone else to write. 

				 

				I’m also older and meaner now, and wholly tired of corporate franchise entertainment. So ultimately the story I wrote and, God bless them, Archie accepted, wasn’t a teen slasher like the first book, although–spoiler–nearly everyone dies at a high school Halloween dance. It became not only a direct sequel to the first miniseries, but also a story about growing up and finding your place in the world, about losing the approval of the people you base your self-worth on, and figuring out what to do next. It’s also a joyous exploration of the absurdity of Archie continuity, something which Robert Hack and I enjoy tremendously. I hope you enjoy it. Parts of it are significantly more serious than the original miniseries, and parts of it aren’t. But then, being a teenager is pretty serious business.

				 

				- Alex, March 2020, New York City.
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				It’s Spring Break in Riverdale and Archie Andrews and his friends including Jughead Jones, Betty Cooper, Veronica Lodge and Reggie Mantle set off on a luxury beach vacation at the Los Perdidos Resort… that is until wealthy socialite twins Cheryl and Jason Blossom arrive.

				When the twins aren’t preoccupied with scouting out a shrine to the local jaguar goddess, they’re busy turning the crew of friends against one another. Upset with these recent developments, Betty runs off to the jaguar shrine. In her anger, she puts a curse on Veronica and accidentally steals a sword.

				Betty returns from the shrine unscathed (but with a serious case of the creeps), but the same cannot be said for the Blossoms. The gang decides to cut their trip short and head back to Riverdale—without Jason and Cheryl, but, unbeknownst to them, with an alien monster hunting their every move. 

				Resident teen genius Dilton Doiley breaks the news to the rest of the gang that the Blossoms were killed near the resort. And the body count only rises from there as Pop Tate’s head is soon blown to smithereens at the Chocklit Shoppe. 

				Betty, suspecting that she knows what is going on, takes Veronica with her to Greendale to see teen witch Sabrina, who confirms Betty’s suspicions—the knife from the shrine is in fact bad juju. In her attempt to lift Betty’s curse, however, she ends up slaughtered by the alien monster.

				Betty and Veronica return to Riverdale but call in some reinforcements—Kevin Keller’s dad, Sgt. Keller. He explains to them the existence of predators: a race of nearly unstoppable alien hunters who make planet fall on earth in times of extreme heat. They hunt the planet’s most dangerous warriors and take their skulls as trophies. This particular predator appears to be younger—possibly a teenager. The boys set out to lure the teen Predator to them which works, albeit with a number of casualties, and leaves Jughead with the jaguar’s sword.
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				With a number of teens murdered and both the Riverdale and Greendale cops captured by the Predator, the teens are at a loss for what to do next. They plan to hide out at Riverdale High, hoping to stay safe from the Predator’s watchful gaze, but he quickly descends upon them, killing Jughead.

				Dilton comes up with an idea to have a decoy—a giant robot that looks like Archie, manned by Dilton, to throw off the Predator’s hunt. The decoy works for a time—until Dilton reveals himself as the robot’s conductor and is immediately targeted and killed by Predator. 
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				Archie (though badly bruised and near death), Betty and Veronica are all spared from the Predator’s wrath. They decide to camp out in the Lodges ‘panic room.

				While there, they connect Archie to a machine to try and save his life; the machine gives Archie muscles and super-strength and he goes toe-to-toe with the Predator.

				As they battle, Archie gets near-fatally stabbed by Predator which sends Betty and Veronica into a killing spree, finally taking down the alien evil. However, before all is lost, Betty and Veronica use the machine to heal themselves and reconstruct their red-headed love—fusing his mind and body with that which was left of the Predator’s. 
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