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Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding


In all thy was Acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths.

Proverbs 3: 5-6
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life

John 3: 16 
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We human beings are born with certain instincts as we get older and become wiser. We find ourselves thinking differently to others. Sometimes our thinking and actions leave us in a dismal state, doubting ourselves and our abilities.

I grew up having faith in the catholic church, and it was fine until I began questioning myself about its teachings, and what kind of faith as a catholic do I possess. I knew nothing about what faith was because nobody had ever preached about the topic of faith.

It left me with a lot of unanswered questions, placing doubts in the forefront of my mind, my belief, and what was being said at church. When given a task to compete, all human beings lack faith if they keep telling themselves it cannot be done, which leads to doubt.

If you believe it can be done, then putting doubt in the back of your mind, and rising to the challenge, doing what is required of you, then you can thank faith.

My definition of doubt, belief, and faith are :

Doubt:  The uncertain feeling when you have an inclination, whatever you are about to     undertake, would not happen.

Belief:   Is knowing you can do anything you put your mind to without wavering, any     doubt in your mind the task ahead of you.

Faith:   Is understanding that you can accomplish any task that is ahead of you,      without doubting, but believe it can be done.

We all have doubts about most everything placed in front of us daily, whether at work, cooking or doing small to large tasks.

After leaving the religion I knew from the time of my youth until adulthood, my spiritual life was missing something, although I did not really know what it was. I had to challenge myself to find the missing pieces of the puzzle.

I ask myself this question, is there something more to my life and if so, what is it; looking at people with smiles on their faces, and a calm personality, I asked myself, what am I missing? Is there some other religion out there that can answer my questions?
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One day I made my decision to walk away from the catholic church teachings, and the following Sunday found myself in attendance of a Pentecostal church, on that Sunday the pastor talked about faith, and if we believe, Jesus Christ was the son of God, we can have a relationship with him.

Was it this type of teaching that was missing in my daily walk in life? I could not really say, but the more I attended the Pentecostal church, my thinking began emerging in a more peaceful way, knowing I was in an unfamiliar state of mind.

The more I attended church, the more my doubts became less, and began believing a little more, but my faith was not growing the way it should. I could only guess it was because of my doubts, and beliefs were growing in small steps, which were all part of the growing in faith process.

One Sunday, the Pastor announced there would be a water baptism three Sundays from today, and to be baptized, everyone need to attend class for the next couple Tuesdays leading up to the Sunday of water baptism.

On the Sunday of baptism, thirteen new believers would accept Christ in water baptism, and each of us entered a room where we waited for our names to be called for the baptism process to take place.

My turn to be baptized came, walked into the tank filled with warm water, and the Pastor asked me this question. Is it your wish to be baptized with water? I replied yes; it is my wish. The Pastor held my head, and holding my nose submerged my body into the water after speaking these words of confirmation.

I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I felt lighter after coming out of the tank. I never felt this way before, even after swimming and diving in a swimming pool.
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I did not have a clue what was happening to me, so I asked the Pastor, and he told me the Holy Spirit was with me. What is all that meant to me I asked? His reply was, since you allowed Christ into your life, you are now a new person, and that you are reborn once again.

Let us look at some stories from the bible, and you will find people with and without faith, those that believed and had doubts, and the consequences that followed. The first story is about Adam and Eve, when God created them, he gave extremely strict instructions you can eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden (Gen.3:2) but not the fruit which is in the midst of the garden you shall not eat of it or touch it least you die (Gen. 3:3)

The devil appeared on the scene as a serpent and, said to Eve, you shall not die (Gen. 3:4) the devil at this point cast doubt in Eve’s mind, because God knows your eyes would be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and evil.

Her eyes opened wide when she saw the fruit she was forbidden to touch, and eat but the devil kept prompting her to pick eat, and give your partner a piece which she did, after eating the fruit they were not allowed to touch or eat their eyes were opened, and seeing themselves naked covered themselves up with leaves.

Then God, called Adam and Eve but they were hiding because of shame of their nakedness, and Adam answers here I am, God asked Adam this question, what have you done? I was naked so I hid, did you eat the fruit which you were forbidden to eat? Adam said the woman you gave me she gave me to eat of the tree, and I did eat. (Gen.3:13)

Then God said to Eve, what have you done? She answered the serpent beguiled me, and I dis eat. (Gen.3:13) then God set consequences for them to live by util they return to the dust from which they came. This was the beginning of mankind's fall.

The story shows how far we fell from God’s presence, God gave Adam and Eve specific orders, but because Eve did not listen to his words, and did not really hear what God said, she was disobedient, and the devil was able to cast doubt in her mind.

The blame was more on Eve’s fault according to Adam, but God did not choose who was to be blamed, they were both cast out of the garden for disobedience, doubt, and trust. Man, lack of faith was severed in the Garden of Eden
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After reading the story of Adam and Eve, and believing God created the heavens and earth together with all humanity, how can anyone never come to have faith in what was done to humanity in the beginning of time? The other thing I noticed while reading was God gave Eve to Adam as a partner. They were not married until God expelled them from the garden, when he told them to be fruitful and multiply.

One story cannot convince anyone to have faith, especially if you are a new Christian. It takes time for faith to grow, believing strongly in what you heard, and read about God and things he has done for you and me.

As I sit here at my desk writing this book, I have a lot of doubt it will never be completed, but I must believe it will soon. They are consequences if I do not complete it, meaning the book will not be published.

They are other people in the bible that walked with God, and severed his purpose, were obedient, disobedient, doubts, and had faith in him, and suffered consequences when they were disobedient.

We all know Moses served God for a long time believed him during the Exodus out of Egypt, all the way into the desert for forty years, but he disobeyed God, struck a rock twice when he should be done once in the wilderness when they had no water to drink. For his disobedience, he was told by God, he would not see the Promise Land. He died in the desert, his consequence for disobedience and complained to God. (Num. 11:11) (Num. 20:11)

In the book of Daniel, we can see after reading it the passion and reverence he had for his God. He prayed three times a day giving thanks after being captured, and taken to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar along with Daniel, were three young Jewish boys Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, Daniel name was changed to Belteshazzar, Hananiah to Shadrach, Mishael was changed to Meshach and Azariah to Abendego (Dan. 1:7)

The four youths were so focused on their God that they refused to serve any other God but theirs. The fact the three youths
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	Dead Faith  .................... James 2:17
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