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Tale of a Mad Dog : Wrestling Legend Buzz Sawyer

Buzz Sawyer was considered one of the most athletically gifted wrestlers to campaign in the 1980s. Opinions vary on the man as most of the wrestlers who worked with him did not have a flattering assessment of his personality or character. All would concede, however, that he was a genuine bad ass in an era of tough guys. What was undeniable was his charisma and ability to entertain in one of wrestling's Golden eras. Buzz Sawyer would be one of the most popular wrestlers on the Georgia circuit whose time was cut short by alcoholism and drug use. 

EARLY YEARS

He was born Bruce Alan Woyan on June 14th, 1959. Woyan would be better known by his professional wrestling name, Buzz Sawyer aka “Mad Dog”. 

The Sawyers grew up in Gallipolis, Ohio until moving to Florida in the early 70s. He had a relatively normal upbringing, growing up in a two-parent home. He began junior high school in Florida and would eventually attend Dixie Hollins High School in St. Petersburg. Sawyer's natural athletic ability drew him to both football and wrestling. He was a feared player both on and off the field as he would drive nails into the wall with his forehead in order to pump himself up. 

Sawyer discovered early on that intimidation and not intellect would be his best tool. In the tenth grade and looking to make his mark, Buzz sought out the toughest kid in the school. He challenged the best black athlete in the school to hit him in the face. The young man promptly obliged and this sent Buzz into a manic state where he screamed and howled while pounding his head against a metal pole. 

By showing he was both tough and crazy he scared the rest of the students into doing his bidding. 

“Buzz was extremely strong,” one of his former classmates said. “I never thought he had too much going on upstairs. But God was he strong. He used his physical attributes to bully the weaker people around him. He would hustle people for cash and drugs. He was a bully.”

But it would be wrestling where Buzz would find his niche. He would become a top-ranked wrestler in both his junior and senior years. During his last year of competitive wrestling, he would win 26 of 27 matches, pinning an incredible 17 opponents straight. His only loss would be in the state semi-finals. He would finish the wrestling season out at Dixie Hollins before transferring over to Seminole High and finishing his high school education there. 

PRO WRESTLING 

Buzz wasn't a shoo-in for the wrestling business. He was only 5'9” tall but was over 235 pounds of muscle. He made up for his lack of height with an abundance of energy and a sense that he was not playing with a full deck. 

Sawyer had made up his mind as early as high school that he wanted to get into professional wrestling. The business was booming in the Florida area with Mike Graham and Kevin Sullivan headlining cards near Sawyer's hometown. 

After bouncing around odd jobs for two years, Sawyer finally got his shot when he joined Jim Crockett Promotions under the National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) banner. His younger brother Brett would follow in his footsteps despite being only sixteen years old. Brett would watch Buzz's training sessions from afar until Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat took him under his wing and taught him how to wrestle professionally. 

The rise of the Sawyer brothers would be meteoric. They would hit the Georgia scene and within two years they would be having a feud with the up and coming Road Warriors. 

The Road Warriors were the polar opposites of the Sawyer brothers. They were both over six-feet tall with a comic book muscularity that matched their face paint and spiked shoulder pads. 

Initially, Buzz would join them in what their manager Paul Ellering termed the Legion of Doom. But the storyline would change as Buzz would leave Ellering and take on the Road Warriors with his brother Brett. 

The Sawyer brothers would defeat the fearsome Road Warriors a total of three times and become the NWA Tag Team Champions to become one of the very few real life brothers to achieve the feat. 

“They were legitimate brothers who were far more rugged and experienced than most of the teams we'd faced at that point,” Road Warrior Animal said in his autobiography. “They were bigger and had a brawling style. To top it off, Buzz was one of the most unpredictable and troubled guys in the business.”

Buzz approached everyone in the wrestling business in the same way he challenged the toughest kid in high school. He went straight into their face and challenged them. 

After winning the tag team titles, the Road Warriors were told by Buzz Sawyer himself that it was time for them to lose the belts. 

“You guys don't need the belts anymore,” Buzz told Animal. “You've got enough heat without them.”

The Road Warriors would agree to lose their belts to the Sawyers on November 27th, 1983. 

During the match, Buzz would continue to try to mess with the famed duo, however. He knew that the Warriors would gas out after eight minutes or so. He approached the two muscular behemoths before the match and challenged them to what he called a 'sixty-minute Broadway.'

The Warriors were unused to going that long in the ring. Their moves were limited to power slams and clotheslines. They were not polished in the same way the Sawyer brothers were, two experienced wrestlers with an array of moves. 

“I'm going to make you guys puke,” Buzz warned the Warriors before their match. 

The Road Warriors were able to last the time limit but Sawyer's warning would prove to be prophetic as Road Warrior Hawk had to go and hide under the ring apron for a few minutes. 

He had to throw up, he had gotten so tired.       BECOMING A FAN FAVORITE

Sawyer had a unique style that quickly endeared him to the Georgia fan base. His squat physique belied his ability to fly through the air with a dexterity one could only imagine coming from a smaller man. He also showcased a power slam where he picked his opponent up and carried him around the ring before driving him to the mat. This move would be emulated in mixed martial art circles years later by UFC legend Matt Hughes

Buzz's tenure with Georgia Championship Wrestling would ultimately prove to be the high-water mark of his career. He would owe this short-lived fame to his feud with Tommy Rich. 

Rich was the number one babyface in the region. He had matinee idol looks and long platinum hair which made him look more like a 1970s pop star than a wrestler. Still, Rich was willing to bleed and found a dance partner in the psychotic Buzz Sawyer. 

The two would feud for over two years with their final match being called “The Last Battle of Atlanta.”

This would be the first time that the professional wrestlers would compete inside an enclosed steel cage. 

The footage for this match had not been seen in over forty years and was considered the 'Holy Grail' of all wrestling films as it was lost. 

Jim Cornette likened the hype to the “Last Battle of Atlanta” film to the Zapruder film of President Kennedy being shot. 

“With all due respect to Buzz and Tommy,” Cornette said. “I don't know how this was built up. It was a two-year year angle they did in Georgia. Yes, I understand. In those days, clips weren't even shown on t.v. That's how it worked. That's how we make our money. You (the fans) should have been there. Shame, shame, mother fucker. People made a big deal out of this to the point where its gotten to be a conspiracy theory. 'Well, somebody has this locked back.'”

Internet rumors fueled speculation that the footage was destroyed. Even Tommy Rich himself stated that Ole Anderson had taped over the footage. 

The truth was someone had simply archived the match as if it were just like any other show. WWE employees were digitizing all of the footage when they came across a tape labeled “Omni House Show”. 

They played the tape and behold...It was the “Last Battle of Atlanta.”

“I've heard two rumors about this match,” Cornette said. “Number one, that Michael Hayes said that this was a precursor to the 'Hell in the Cell' match. No, it wasn't. Hell in the Cell was inspired by War Games.”

Cornette would go onto to address the rumor that Paul Ellering had a tape of the match all along and used the footage as leverage to get a job for both him and his daughter with the WWE.

“Now I can just imagine Vince's face,” Cornette laughed. “That someone has a match between two guys that never worked for him, wrestling at the Omni thirty years ago. And that if he wanted it he would have to hire Ellering and his daughter.”

The match itself is typical for the main events of the era and of the Sawyer-Rich matches in particular. Buzz beats down Rich for the majority of the majority. There are the requisite kicks, stomps with a pile driver thrown in for good measure. The two take advantage of the steel cage, taking turns slamming each other into the fence. Rich blades himself (uses a razor in his taped wrist to slice his own forehead) and blood flows. By the end of the match, his white-blonde hair is covered in both his and Buzz's blood. 

The fans really don't get into the match until Rich mounts a comeback around the midway point. Thirteen minutes in, Buzz is exhausted and Rich covers him for the pin. 

The match and the feud would be the high point for Sawyer as he couldn't find popularity outside Georgia. Ole Anderson, the booker, had taken a liking to his style and kept him on board. 

“That's why he was only on top in Georgia,” Cornette said. “Because there really wasn't a whole lot of people who wanted to use his ass.”

TROUBLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE RING

Cornette recalled an occasion where his Midnight Express (Bobby Fulton & Dennis Condrey) tag team were taking on the Sawyers. Cornette had a schtick where he would prance around the ring with a tennis racket and use it whenever opportunity struck. Opponents would take the bump
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