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Preface
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Before I got saved in 2002, my father had attended a public meeting in South London, arranged by “the local church” (a term which the followers of Watchman Nee have adopted for themselves.) What had whetted his appetite were their presentations on Bible prophecy and other assorted subjects.

In fact, I can recall both of us, shortly after my salvation, attending a church meeting, this time held by the Christadelphians, which had advertised their meeting in a local newspaper, to preach on eschatology. Needless to say, we were both interested and rather surprisingly, turnout was pretty decent. (Of course for both groups such public meetings are their sole way of proselytising.)

All those that had attended “the local churches” meeting were given a free Living Stream Ministry, Recovery Version, New Testament. I later became the recipient of this and used it on and off during my early months of being a newly saved Bible-believing Christian.

[image: image]

(My original Recovery Version, New Testament)

Before I move on, however, please allow me to say this. Had we known today what we knew then, chances are we would not have attended such meetings, but hindsight is a wonderful thing, is it not?

You see, for those of us that have happily left organised religion, one normally has to deal with chaos, during the first few months or even years after being saved. And groups like these, especially the Christadelphians even the Seventh-day Adventists, are rather successful at reaching out to potential new members, with their vague and illusive advertisements, especially via their vast printing presses.

Thankfully, both my father’s one-off attendance to “the local church” and our joint trip to a Christadelphian meeting have only given us an even greater hunger and desire to grow in grace and be better at apologetically articulating the true plan of salvation to unsaved people, regardless of whether they are in false religions or not.

On one other occasion, we happened to come across a man standing outside our local library with a sign, which was advertising a Bible study later that day. After we had finished our Saturday outreach, we attended and listened as another man gave a message from the book of Revelation. However, I become rather uncomfortable in my spirit, when he started to try and claim how Satan is not a literal person and, in fact, has been pretty much ‘misunderstood’ by most of Christendom. We challenged both him and the man with the sign, and before rebuking them for their false teachings, we promptly left. Had we known they were Christadelphians, we would not have attended, but again, such groups are deliberately vague when it comes to their proselytising.

So it is my sincere and genuine intention to quite simply offer this book to those that have either had some direct or indirect involvement with Watchman Nee’s writings and beliefs, and, God willing, I pray it will be beneficial to all those that love the Lord and His word.
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Introduction
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Watchman Nee was born in Fuzhou, China on the 4th November 1903. In fact as I update this 2013 manuscript, this year is his centennial. His actual name was Nee Shu-Tsu. He was born into a middle-class Methodist family, and at the age of 17, he confessed to being saved. Along with his grandfather, he too would become a full-time preacher and go on to be a prolific writer, with many crediting him with China’s explosions of conversions and creations of “local churches” all over the land.

Nee, much like the heroic Romanian pastor Richard Wurmbrand, who spent three years in solitary confinement in Soviet-run Romania, also fell foul of his cruel communist masters, and went on to be incarcerated for twenty long and very hard years.

Incidentally, just one year prior to Nee’s birth, China also witnessed the birth of Eric Liddell. This Calvinist would later be raised in Scotland and go on to be one of their most beloved sons, not only for winning a gold medal in the Paris 1924 Olympic Games, but also for his shunning the western limelight and returning to his native land, where he continued on in his parents’ footsteps as a missionary.

He was successful in combining his world-class skills as an Olympian and, therefore, along with running and competing in China, he also was able to win souls to the Lord and disciple them too. However, by 1943, and with the Japanese invading and conquering vast areas in China, it was only inevitable that Liddell, with his unashamed and very public Christian testimony, would be detained and held until his premature death in 1945.

It wasn’t commonly known until rather recently, however – when the Chinese authorities released information just prior to the 2008 Chinese Olympic Games – that Liddell had been given an opportunity to leave his death camp under a prisoner-of-war exchange agreement drawn up between Britain and Japan, but declined, and instead, gave his freedom pass to a fellow prisoner, a pregnant lady. Even his family members of today weren’t aware of this incredible act of selflessness.

Some years after his death, Nee was himself arrested on the bogus claims of being a spy. This was probably due to his trips to Britain and America. And this time another prisoner swap was being planned, not between Japan and Britain but between China and America. Regrettably for Nee, the Americans and other outside forces were unable to successfully negotiate his safe passage, and sadly Nee went the way of Liddell, dying a few months after being released from his Shanghai prison cell.

My only unanswered question is, did Nee ever meet Liddell? In fact, did either man even know of one another?

With the death of Nee, at the age of 69, the baton was now passed to his life-long disciple, Witness Lee. Only a few years earlier, Lee had decided to relocate to California, where he lived and preached until his death in 1997, at the age of 91.

Under Lee’s directorship, Living Streams Ministry was successfully launched. With the message of Nee passing from east to west, from Nee to Lee, the teachings of the man from Fuzhou, China, went global. Unfortunately, Lee seriously erred on the Holy Trinity and in essence embraced the heretical Oneness view (Witness Lee, The Triune God To Be Life To The Tripartite Man, 1970, p. 48).

He also made the unimaginable blunder of teaching how the entire Trinity became flesh, not just the Lord Jesus (Witness Lee, God’s New Testament Economy, 1986, p. 230).
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An ecumenical endorsement
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I wish to offer some thoughts to a booklet that was published in 2008 by the “defenders of the New Testament Ministry of Watchman Nee and Witness Lee and the practice of the local churches.” They are based in Fullerton, California and appear to be a subsidiary of Living Stream Ministries in Anaheim, California.

What intrigued me, when reading this 32-page booklet, was how eager Hank Hanegraaff, “The Bible Answer Man” from “The Christian Research Institute,” and Gretchen Passantino, co-founder and director of “Answers in Action” and Fuller Theological Seminary, were when it came to their endorsement of “the local church.” In fact, I would say, even bending over backwards to do so. And equally intriguing was why “the local church” would even want a public endorsement, especially from the hyper ecumenical Greek Orthodox convert Hank Hanegraaff. Of course, the answer is rather simple: recognition, status and money.

You see, organised religion - and yes, even “the local church,” with all their books, CDs and DVDs, needs to survive, especially in a hostile post-Christian world. So to successfully achieve this, it makes perfect business sense for them to hold hands, with pretty much anyone and everyone, and jump on to the ecumenical bandwagon’s one-world church. (The late Jerry Falwell would do the same with the heretic Sun Myung Moon of the Moonies). 

On page 6, Hanegraaff is quoted as saying, “the local churches are an authentic expression of New Testament Christianity and I stand shoulder to shoulder with the local churches
















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Watchman Nee, Witness
Iee, and Living Stream
Ministry:

A Ciritical Analysis of Their Identity

as Cult or Church

JAMES G. BATTELL

%

-






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





