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A RAZZAMATAZZ PUBLICATION

About the author

The day after Terry Ravenscroft threw in his mundane factory job to become a television comedy scriptwriter he was involved in a car accident which left him unable to turn his head. Since then he has never looked back.

Before they took him away he wrote scripts for Les Dawson, The Two Ronnies, Morecambe and Wise, Alas Smith and Jones, Not the Nine O’Clock News, Ken Dodd, Roy Hudd, and several others. He also wrote the award-winning BBC radio series Star Terk Two.

Born in New Mills, Derbyshire, in 1938, he still lives there with his wife Delma and his mistress Divine Bottom (in his dreams).
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Books by Terry Ravenscroft

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

STAIRLIFT TO HEAVEN

STAIRLIFT TO HEAVEN 2 - FURTHER UP THE STAIRLIFT

STAIRLIFT TO HEAVEN 3 - ALMOST THERE

STAIRLIFT TO HEAVEN 4 - STILL HANGING ON

NOVELS

CAPTAIN’S DAY

FOOTBALL CRAZY

IT’S NOT CRICKET

JAMES BLOND - STOCKPORT IS TOO MUCH

I’M IN HEAVEN

INFLATABLE HUGH

THE RING OF THE LORD

SERIAL KILLER

JERRY’S

HUMOROUS CORRESPONDENCE

DEAR AIR 2000

DEAR COCA-COLA

DEAR PEPSI-COLA

SHORT STORIES AND OTHER BOOKS

LES DAWSON’S CISSIE AND ADA

THE RAZZAMATAZZ FUN EBOOK

ZEPHYR ZODIAC

SAWYER THE LAWYER

CALL ME A TAXI

GOOD OLD GEORGE

DEAD MEN DON’T WALK

Extensive extracts of all the above titles can be read at the end of this book.
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In compiling this encyclopaedia bold type was employed to signify each new entry, italics were employed to highlight film and book titles in the text, and Italians were employed to provide the pizza. Names of people are listed Christian name first, then surname, rather than surname followed by Christian name, as is the case in most other encyclopaedias. For example the ex-Chicago Bears quarter-back Hatter Brown appears under ‘H’ as Hatter Brown, rather than under ‘B’ as Brown Hatter. Although by all accounts he probably was one. The reason for Christian name before surname is because the compiler believes it assists clarity and continuity. More importantly it allows him to make jokes like the one above, and the Bob Tway joke.

A

ABBA - Immensely successful Swedish pop group whose name is made up from the initial letters of their Christian names, Agnetha, Bjorn, Benny and Anna-frid. A later Swedish pop group who used the same idea and whose Christian names were Tomas, Wilhelmina, Arnie, Trudi and Stefan were not nearly so popular. 

Aberration - A seaside resort on the coast of Clywd, North Wales even more depressing than the seaside resort Abergele.

Abstain - Suspicious-looking deposit, probably sperm, on an Able-Bodied Seaman’s trousers or hammock.

Abzorba the Greek - Athenian paper tissue, tampon and sanitary towel manufacturer.

AC/DC Milan - Bi-sexual Italian football team.

Achilles - A Greek warrior, much travelled, to the dismay of his doting mother, who, long before footballers ever started used the expression, was in the habit of saying “Ooh, me Achilles has gone again”. Fearful that her son would die at Troy, she dipped Achilles in the River Styx to make his body invulnerable, except for the heel by which she held him. However it was  almost embarrassment that killed Achilles rather than a Trojan arrow as his mother’s original intention was to dangle him in the river by his penis; but Achilles wasn’t having any of that and paid for it with his life.

Acne Carriage - In Victorian times, a horse drawn cab used for transporting spots and pimples.

Additus - (382-336 BC) - Greek mathematician who formulated the tens and units method of counting. He had eleven children, ten carry one.

Aerodrome - A large area of land used for storing chocolate bars full of little bubbles.

After-tax - The proportion of profits remaining after all taxes have been paid. (See Next To Fuck All)

Aga Khan - Pakistani cooking stove.

Agatha Christie - Crime novelist and playwright. In the eighties her play Ten Little Niggers was attacked by the Campaign Against Racial Discrimination (CARD) as being demeaning to black people, forcing her to change the title to Ten Big Niggers. CARD still wasn’t happy about it so she changed it again to Ten Little Indians a title that still remains. But not for much longer, probably.

Agrippa - Roman General and glue manufacturer.

Air Bag - Promiscuous air hostess.

Air O’Plane - Proposed new name for Irish airline Aer Lingus.  

Airing Cupboard - A heated cupboard in which men’s socks mysteriously disappear if they haven’t already disappeared in the washing machine.

Alcoholic Strength - A phenomenon that occurs when a man is so drunk he imagines he is strong enough to shin up the drainpipe at the side of his house and climb in through the bedroom window when he has lost his keys or been locked out by his wife. Almost always ends in disaster.

Alcopop - Affectionate name for drunken father.

Al Dente (1938-2002) - Italian film star who specialised in Spaghetti Westerns.

Alexander the Grate - (356-323 BC) - Greek inventor of the fireplace.

Alice Springs - A phenomenon first experienced in the outback of Australia by a young girl named Alice, this is a series of involuntary, exuberant somersaults performed by unmarried women on discovering that they aren’t pregnant after all.

Algebra - A rare animal, it is the offspring of Algerians who like having sex with zebras. More rarely it is a cross between  short-sighted zebras and Algerians.

All Right, So I Didn’t Survive - The epitaph which singer Gloria Gaynor will one day have inscribed on her gravestone.

Alpenhorn - An erection caused by eating muesli. Useful if you have a partner who likes having sex on the breakfast table.

Alpine Skiing - A name that encompasses the four racing events of Downhill, Slalom, Giant Slalom, plus the discipline in which British contestants in particular excel, Falling Arse over Tit Halfway Down and Quite Possibly Hitting a Tree.

Alzheimer’s Disease - Degenerative disease that causes the loss of memory. Named after the German neurologist Alois Alzheimer (1864-1915) who first identified it. This is disputed however by the ancestors of British neurologist Arthur Holloway (1860-1916) who ten years before Alzheimer contracted the disease himself, successfully identified it but then forget all about it.

American Line Dancing - A popular pastime imported from the United States, this is a sort of Country & Western formation dance. The dancers, who form up in columns and rows, usually have cowboy hats, cowboy boots, and an IQ of under 30, although only the IQ of under 30 is compulsory.

Amber - A bright yellowish-gold colour which is totally invisible to the drivers of cars approaching traffic lights.

Ambiance - A van-like emergency services vehicle employed to transport people with cleft palates to and from hospital.

Ambrosia - In Greek and Roman mythology, food of the Gods. It is for this reason that most people don’t aspire to be Gods, as no one in their right mind wants to eat a diet consisting of nothing but tinned rice pudding.

Ammeter - Instrument used in Lancashire for measuring the water content of tinned ‘am.

Amnesia - Forgot to do an entry for this one, Ed. 

Ampere - Someone who officiates at an upper class cricket match.

An Arm And A Leg - Colloquial phrase for a lot of money, as in “He paid an arm and a leg for it.”  Believed to have first been coined when a leper was handing over money for a brand new Mercedes SL500 and two of his limbs fell off.

Anna Bollock-Steroid - Famous Russian lady shot putter.

Anchor - An instrument for weighing New Zealand butter at sea.

Angles - An ancient northern tribe who had an angle on just about everything; the ancestors of spin doctors.

Ann O’Rexia - Very thin Irish girl singer who failed an audition for the girl band The Nolans because she insisted on singing in tune.

Antilles - Where ants live.

Antiques Roadshow - Nationwide tour of third rate venues by singers such as Marty Wilde and Showaddywaddy. 

Ant and Dec - Television presenters who have done for Saturday evening TV what Hitler did for Coventry.

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) - Italian composer and violinist. He was responsible for Harmonical Inspiration, The Four Seasons, and, unfortunately, Nigel Kennedy.

Apartheid - An Afrikaans word meaning ‘apartness’. In practice it was the doctrine introduced by the South African Government of separating the black and white populations on the pretext that they were simply colour coding. 

Apres Ski - The part of a skiing holiday between skiing and waking up the following morning feeling like shite and discovering somebody in bed with you who you wouldn’t normally touch with a bargepole.

Apathy - Nobody could be bothered to write anything for this entry, Ed.  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu - South African clergyman. Tutu is a leading voice in the struggle against apartheid. Two films about his life are planned, Desmond Tutu and Desmond Tutu 2.  

Archimedes (287-212 B.C.) - Greek mathematician, much praised by his grateful countrymen for his many inventions, especially the Archimedean Screw (underwater sex).

Arctic Exploration - The period of time that elapses between the moment a man who lives in the Arctic decides he wants a pee until the time he manages to locate his shrunken penis.

Arian - The person referred to by any Coronation Street parent with a son called Ian when talking about him. 

Armaniac - Anyone daft enough to pay the price asked for anything designed by Armani. 

Aromatherapy - The treatment and purification of the atmosphere by opening a window and letting in some fresh air after someone has farted.

Art Gallery - A building where paintings by various artists are displayed for viewing by the general public. Visiting most art galleries is about as interesting as watching dry paint.

Arthur’s Seat - A boulder strewn grassy outcrop that dominates the city of Edinburgh. Named after the Celtic warrior Arthur (c 500) by his doctor, after Arthur had gone to him with a particularly nasty case of piles.

Artificial Insemination - A method by which women can become pregnant without having to pretend to enjoy it. 

Ash Wednesday - The first day of Lent. Also each and every Wednesday at crematoriums.

Asparagus Tips - 1. Only eat the young tender shoots. 2. For the best taste, cook gently and smother in butter. 3. Wear a napkin if you are a messy eater.

Asprodite - Greek Goddess of not feeling like making love because you have a headache.

Astrology - See A Load of Old Bollocks

Atomic Pile - Large mound of shit that resulted when Dr A Jameson first split the haemorrhoid in 1952.

Attila the Hung - (423-78) - Well-endowed brother of Attila the Hun. 

Auld Lang Syne - In Scottish dialect this means ‘old long since’ and is a song with words by Robert Burns, usually only ever heard on New Year’s Eve when people are drunk. The few people who have heard it sober, on hearing the words, always ensure that they are drunk on the next occasion they are likely to hear it.

B

Baby on Board - A sign stuck in the back of a car window by a Stupid Parent on Board. 

Bad Homburg (1) - Spa town at the foot of the Taunus Mountains, Germany. (2) Ill-fitting hat.

Baden - Spa town in Switzerland.

Baden Baden - Spa town in south-west Germany, or spa town in Switzerland pronounced by person with a stutter.

Baden Baden Baden Baden - Spa town in south-west Germany pronounced by person with a stutter.

Baden Powell - Spa town in gigantic pair of Boy Scout’s shorts.

BAFTA Awards - Annual ceremony in which Britain’s show business fraternity meets to slap each other on the back and dish out awards just for doing their jobs. It is to be hoped that one day Britain’s criminal fraternity will stage a ‘Burglar of the Year’ award ceremony and one of the categories is for ‘Best BAFTA Award Stealer’

Bagatelle - Small brown paper sack carried around by Italians into which they can vomit after eating dodgy pasta.

Bakewell - Market town in Derbyshire, home of the Bakewell Tart, and lots of other women.

Balaclava Helmet - A tight-fitting woollen helmet-like covering for the head and neck, invented by Irish haute couture designer Sean O’Slattery, originally worn by soldiers on active service in the Crimea. When it was first introduced there were heavy casualties and it was very much disliked until an Englishman had the idea of cutting a hole in the front so the wearer could see where he was going.

Baltimore - A second helping of curry.

Bagpipes - Wind instrument very popular in England when played in Scotland.

Ballet - Theatrical representation in dance form, in which music also plays a major part. Famous ballets include Swan Lake, 1877, Nutcracker, 1899, and Thanks For All The Lottery Money Otherwise Ballet Would Sink Without Trace, 2010.

Barbican - Doll’s lavatory.

Bark Painting - An art form for which the Australian Aborigines are world famous. It is difficult to see why, since it can’t be all that hard to paint the words ‘Bow wow wow’ on a tree trunk.

Bar Mitzvah - A public house in Jerusalem into which you are only admitted if you have been circumcised.

Basketball - A ball game of five or six players per side that all the family over seven feet six inches tall can enjoy.

Bathroom - A place that parents have great difficulty getting their children into before they have reached puberty and even more difficulty getting them out of once they’ve reached it. As their offspring usually discover masturbating at the same time, adults can expect to spend lengthy spells waiting to do their ablutions.

Battle of the Bulge - This occurs when men travelling on the top deck (usually) of a bus, achieve tumescence, caused jointly by the motion of the bus and the lewd meanderings of their minds. If prompt action isn’t taken to remove the bulge before they reach their stop, possibly by thinking about something more mundane, like work, or maybe Janet Street Porter, they will be forced to bend over and walk like Groucho Marx when leaving the bus. Every other man on the bus will know why they are doing this because it has also happened to them on many occasions.

Base Metal - A really cowardly, selfish, despicable piece of metal.

Bible - Christian scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Apart from churches and car boot sales, bibles are chiefly found in hotel bedrooms, probably because the guests will need a source of comfort after receiving the bill for the phone charges and mini bar.

Big Band Jazz - A kind of music that originated in the United States. Leading exponents were Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Earl Bostic, and I’m an American and Don’t Have Any Titles so I’ll Just Pretend I’ve Got One Smith.

Big Mac - Raincoat worn by very tall Flasher.

Billy the Kid (1873-1942) - Derbyshire farm labourer with an unhealthy interest in goats.

Bite My Pilau - Blockbuster Bollywood film about the life and loves of a gay Indian chef.

Blessedness - The state of having been exposed to the actor Brian Blessed for more than five minutes. Symptoms are chronic eye-rolling and shouting at all and sundry in a very loud voice.

Boarding School - A school offering lodging, tuition, and ample opportunity for the masters and senior boys to board the junior boys.

Bob Tway - A very fortunate U.S. golfer, not least because he only just missed being called Bob Twat.

Body Language - The manner in which human beings stand or sit, and the gestures they make. For example, if a man has his chin resting in his hand he is thinking; if he has his legs crossed he is relaxed; if he has one of his buttocks slightly raised and has inclined himself to one side he is thinking of farting.

Boomerang - A curved, flat implement that is thrown as a weapon or for sport. There are two kinds of boomerang, Returning and Non-returning. Returning boomerangs, when thrown correctly, return to their starting point. Non-returning boomerangs are Returning boomerangs made by MFI.

Boudicca (30-61AD) - Queen of the Iceni (native Britons), often referred to as Boadicea. Her husband, King Prasutagus, (often referred to as ‘Pratusaguts’), had been an enemy of the Romans (often referred to as ‘Those Big-nosed Eyeties’), but on his death (often referred to as ‘You Stop Breathing Then They Put You In A Hole And Fill It In’, and before the main Roman army could return from campaigning against the Welsh (often referred to as ‘Tossers’) she burned down London, (not then often referred to as ‘The Smoke’, but referred to as ‘The Smoke’ once Boudicca had set fire to it.)

Bouzouki - A plucked stringed instrument that is always playing exactly the same tune no matter which Greek taverna you happen to go into.

Brassiere (bra) - Female undergarment for supporting the breasts. Many have chameleon-like qualities in that they changes their appearance very quickly from white to a sort of dingy grey.

Brass Rubbing - Pleasant pastime for two, one male and one female, named after its inventor, William Brass.

Broadband - Ramsbottom & Oswaldtwistle Fat Boys Prize Brass Band. 

Brian Bate’s - The founder member of the Apostrophe’s League, he advocated liberal use of the apostrophe, actively encouraging greengrocers to write apple’s, orange’s, potato’s etc, on their windows. Bate’s died in mysterious circumstances in a traffic accident, leaving a son, S’tan and a daughter, S’us’an, both of whom claimed that their father had been as’s’as’s’inated.

Bridge of Sighs - Beautiful bridge in Venice, Italy. Named so because of the unhappy prisoners who long ago had to cross it when being escorted from the prison to the palace for trial. If they were found guilty they were sent to their execution via another bridge, the Bridge of Really Pissed Off.

Bristol Channel - Female cleavage.

Brit Awards - Pop music annual shindig that sets out to prove that the British have less musical taste than any other country in the world.

Budget Cruise - Tom Cruise’s even smaller brother.

Burt Burt - American film star, born in New York, New York. Appeared in the film Liar, Liar, in which he was crap, crap.

C

Calendar Girls - British film in which twelve Women’s Institute members whose breasts no man in his right mind would want to look at for some reason take great pains to keep them covered up. 

Call Centre - Establishment to which British people can ring up to listen to a foreigner mangling the English language. 

Camille Pissarro - Impressionist painter. Also a gents public convenience in Camille, Italy.

Campanology - The art, especially by the ringing of church bells on Sunday morning, of calling to church the one per cent of the population within hearing distance who are interested in attending, whilst at the same time getting up the noses of the ninety nine per cent who are trying to have a nice lie in.

Canute - The son of a Danish king, his real name was ‘Cnut’, but on invading  England he added an ‘a’ and an ‘e’ so that people would be less likely to mispronounce it as Cunt. In fact it made no difference as he was always known to the defeated English as ‘that cunt Canute’.

Car Pool - A small area of still water very often to be found in the boots of Ford motor cars after a spell of heavy rain.

Caravan - Large vehicle fitted out for living accommodation. Designed to make maximum use of the space available, and, when being driven from one site to another, to annoy greatly the drivers of cars travelling behind who can’t get past.

Cardigan Bay - Holiday area in Wales that caters for elderly people who wear cardigans.

Career - Takes two distinct routes in Britain, which are: (1) Primary school, secondary school, university, gap year, good job. (2) Primary school, secondary school, dole year, gap life.

Carol Vorderman - Consonant, vowel, consonant, vowel, consonant. Consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant, with a nice pair of consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant, and a shapely consonant, vowel, consonant.

Castanets - Small wooden clappers played to Spanish music. It was a word beloved of actors in the Carry On series of films, hence “Ooooh, look at the size of that Spaniard’s castanets!” 

Casualty - Long running BBC hospital drama in which each week casualties such as traffic accidents, knife wounds and that week’s script are featured.

Catacomb - A rigid toothed device for dressing the fur of Italian cats.

Catastrophe - Ca’t.

Catheter - You really don’t want to know.

Cavy Wall Insulation - A particularly warm form of house insulation using guinea pigs rather than polystyrene.

Celtic Language - Fuck off Rangers!

Charles I - King of France.

Charles II - King of France who had never heard of Roman numerals so thought he was Charles the Eleventh.

Charles III - King of France, inventor of cricket stumps.

Charles IV - King of France, inventor of the intravenous drip.

Charles V - King of France, inventor of the V-sign.

Cherie Blair - The wife of ex-New Labour Prime Minister Tony Blair. Has never looked back since she left The Addams Family.

Chicken Nuggets - A convenience food, Chicken Nuggets can come from any part of the chicken except the bit between the beak and the parson’s nose. 

Chinese Chippy - Oriental carpenter. 

Chips Rafferty (1909-71) - Thin Australian film actor.

Chips Fish Meat Pie Steak Pudding Curry Sauce And Mushy Peas Rafferty (1944-95) - Fat English film actor.

Chlematis - A climbing venereal disease. 

Christianity - Belief in the existence of Christ. This doctrine actually came about much earlier than was first thought, in fact in the Iron Age, when the inventor of the first nail hit himself on the thumb with a hammer and shouted “Jesus Christ!”

Clairvoyance - The art of managing to keep out of the way of Claire Rayner.

Clan (Gaelic clann, ‘children’) - Scottish social group based on kinship. Theoretically each clan is descended from a single ancestor, i.e. MacGregor (son of Gregor). Other examples are:  MacPostie (the son of Gregor’s postman), Mac- Windiecleaner (son of Gregor’s windowcleaner), MacGinger, (son of either Gregor’s postman, windowcleaner or insurance collector, no one is quite sure), MacBald (son of either Gregor’s milkman or Gregor’s best mate), MacBonnet (son of someone who shagged Gregor’s wife but never took his hat off), MacDonald (son of Donald), and MacMcDonald (son of Donald and a McDonalds Quarterpounder.

Clearly - A word beloved of politician’s to explain away something that isn’t clear.

Club 18-30 - Brash, boisterous, anything goes holiday camp for people nominally in the 18 years to 30 years age group. A spin-off, Club Foot 18-30, is exactly as above but for the handicapped.

Clywd - County in North Wales 

Clywnker - Welsh spelling of small, hard, piece of excrement.

Clywnic - Welsh health centre with facilities for dealing with excess clywnkers.

Clywtoris - Village in Clywd, deep in the forest, hard to find but well worth the effort.

Collage - An independent corporation or college within a university specialising in teaching students who can’t spell.

Colon (pop 59,840) - The third largest city in Panama. The population has doubled since 1982, when it was known as Semi Colon.

Computer Language - A special language used solely by the owners of computers. It includes much use of the word ‘Shit’ followed by one or more exclamation marks, and phrases such as ‘It just shouldn’t do that!’, ‘I never touched anything!’ and ‘What’s wrong with the bloody thing now!!’

Condominimum - The smallest number of condoms one should take on a Club 18-30 holiday.

Cordon Bleu - Supposedly cooking of the highest standing. Some of it should be cordoned off.

Cormorant - A sea bird very similar to a Shag. However don’t try asking members of the opposite sex if they fancied a cormorant or it could lead to disappointment.

Cosmopolitan - A woman’s magazine, £3.50 every monthly. 

Crampons - Spikes, fixed to boots when climbing icy slopes. First used by four of five Englishmen during an assault on the north face of the Eiger in 1937. The fifth member of the party, who failed to keep up with the others because he kept slipping about, had mistakenly understood the leader of the party to say “Make sure you attach tampons to your boots.”

Crazy Horse (1849-77) - Sioux Indian Chief who galloped bravely into the Battle of the Little Big Horn but was eventually captured and killed. His brother Crazy Sloth (1849-1923) was also at the Battle of the Little Big Horn but spent the entire time hanging upside down from a tree, and emerged unscathed. Not so crazy after all then.

Cross-buttock - (1) A hold in all-in wrestling.  (2) A quite angry bottom.

Crossword Puzzle - A puzzle in which numbered clues are solved and their answers are inserted into their correct places in a grid of squares which cross vertically and horizontally. Invented by Charles Dalyrimple (1889-1963), who is buried at Highgate Cemetery, 2 down, 3 across. 

Cubism - The act of being slowly driven mad by one’s inability to complete even once side of a Rubik Cube.

Cwm - (1) Welsh for valley. (2) Welsh for female reproductive organ.

Cwt - Any Welsh schoolboy rugby union player, often the scrum half, who weighs 112lbs or less.

D

Dai O’Rear - (1948-1998) Circus clown, (Ringlings, Bertram Mills etc). Son of a Welsh woman and an Irish man with a sense of humour.

Dame Barbara Cartland - (1788-2000) Was awarded her title for single-handedly keeping three face powder factories in full employment. Author of over 300 Romantic Novels that are noted for their prudishness, the only people ever to get shafted being the people who buy her books.

Dangerous Dog Act - A cabaret turn in which a blindfolded dog with greased feet tightrope-walks across a pit of crocodiles.

David Semen - The London Rubber Company Athletic goalkeeper.

Daytime TV - The limbo between being a ‘Celebrity’ and death, into which untalented TV performers and presenters such as the cast of Loose Women disappear.

Dead Centre - Graveyard.

Declaration of Independence - “I know what I’m doing! So leave me alone, all right Mother?”

Deed Poll - A dead parrot in Scotland.

Deflation - The let down feeling that a man has on bursting his inflatable rubber woman.

Defence - In the West Indies a barrier of wood or wire that separates the garden from the road.

Dermot O’Logist - Famous Irish skin specialist.

Dhole - (1) A type of red hunting dog, found chiefly in the forests of Southeast Asia. (2)  Indian unemployment benefit.

Dhow - An Indian trading vessel. Possibly purchased with dhole money. 

Disrepute - Something which footballers are often charged with bringing the FA into, although how the FA can be placed in more disrepute than that which it habitually brings down upon itself is difficult to imagine.

Divorce - Legal dissolution of marriage. This often leads to great suffering, especially for the father of young children, as it means he will probably have to eat at McDonald’s with his children every weekend.

Dizzy Gillespie (1917-93) - US jazz musician of the Swing Era. Famous for playing the trumpet, creating bebop, and getting trapped in revolving doors. 

Do-it-Yourself - Name given to the act of a householder doing small jobs around the house such as building a breakfast bar, tiling the bathroom etc, before having to call in a tradesman to make a proper job of it.

Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Classic horror story, many times filmed. By drinking a potion of his own invention the mild-mannered Doctor Jekyll transformed himself into his dark side, the wild, malevolent Mr Hyde. The author of the book is believed to have got the idea from observing his wife during the few days leading up to her monthly period. 

Doggerel - A cross between a dog and a mackerel. It has four legs and smells of fish. Easier to catch than a mackerel as it can only do the dog paddle. 

Drums - Although now used almost solely as a percussive musical instrument, the drum was first used to send messages, and is still used for this purpose in parts of Africa. In Nigeria a typical message is: ‘Tum tum tumtum tum-ti-tum-ti-tum tum tum tum tumtumtum tum-ti-tum tum tum’, which means ‘I have got a drum and I like banging on it a lot’.

Duke of Wellington - (1769-1852) British soldier who pioneered the idea of ‘new man’. Known as the Iron Duke because he used to help his wife with the ironing.

Dundee Cake - (1) A rich cake containing raisins and topped with sliced almonds. (2) The dried deposit of excrement often found on a Scotsman’s underpants on removing them following  a drinking session the night before.

Dyslexia - Wrod bildnness

E

EasyJet - Outcome of successful operation on prostate gland.

Effing Forest - Any forest, including Epping Forest, which when walking through it you bang your head on an overhanging branch.

Egon Ronay - Restaurant critic.

Egon Toast - Transport Café critic.

Eiffel Tower - A 985 ft wrought iron tower completed in 1889 to commemorate the centenary of the French Revolution. It was designed by Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, a French construction engineer, who also designed iron bridges. In fact the Eiffel Tower itself was intended to be a bridge but the contract for the building work was won by a firm of Irishmen who had the plans sideways.

Eisteddfod - Welsh festival devoted to competition in oratory skills, singing, and playing the harp. It was the idea of an Englishman, who reasoned that if they were singing, harp-playing, etc in Wales they wouldn’t be doing it in England.

Electron - A campaign to get Ron Higginbottom elected onto the Derbyshire County Council.

Electronics - Female supporters of the above campaign.

Elephant Grass - Large powerful land mammal which shops other elephants to the police. 

Elgin Marbles - A game played by schoolboys in Elgin, Scotland. It is virtually the same as Pocket Billiards, the game played in the pockets of the school trousers of all boys, the difference being that Elgin Marbles is only played during Greek lessons and the winner is the first boy to ejaculate and shout ‘Eureka!’

Elton John - Public convenience in the village of Elton, Cambridgeshire.

English Law - A system of justice built on the principle that a man is innocent until barristers, solicitors and judges have squeezed so much money out of him that by the end of the trial he couldn’t care less what the decision of the court is.

Entity - Chicken breast.

Erection - Voting for the Japanese Parliament.

Erogenous Zone - Any bus shelter after dark.

Essential Oils - A mixture of volatile oils that have distinctive and characteristic odours, and which were inessential oils until it dawned on someone that there was money to be made from selling them.

Ethelred the Ready (968-1016) - King of England, unjustifiably labelled Ethelred the Unready.

Ethel the Unready (972-1032) - Wife of Ethelred. The first woman to make a habit of being nowhere near ready when it was time to go out with her husband.

Euphemism - This word is actually a contraction of ‘euphonium’ and ‘optimism’, and was first coined when the member of a brass band was caught by his wife having oral sex with the woman next door and told her he was practising his triple-tonguing.

Evelyn Waugh (1903-66) - English author (Brideshead Revisited). Evelyn started writing when he was only eighteen months old by dipping his penis into a paint pot and using it to write a short satirical story on the nursery wall. This came as a great surprise to his parents because up until then they’d thought he was a girl.

F

Fahrenheit - A scale of temperature. To convert Fahrenheit to Centigrade divide by 5, multiply by 9 and add 32. But seriously, why bother? Life’s too short.

Fallout - The part of a female breast that is still visible after the rest of it has been squeezed into a brassiere by its overweight owner.

Family Planning - A meeting of a branch of the Mafia with the object of reducing someone’s family.

Fashion Statement - “You look really stupid in that Vivienne Westwood dress, Doris.”

Far East  East.

Fatty - Nickname of the boy who always has to play in goal in any schoolboy game of football.

Fayre - Old fashioned way of spelling ‘fare’. Used mostly today by pubs who sell food, e.g. ‘try our traditional fayre’.  Don’t, because it is invariably traditional craype.

Feedback - Bulimia Nervosa.

Fellati - The state of very nearly getting oral sex.

Feng Shui - Ancient Chinese art of extracting large amounts of money out of gullible English people by feeding them bullshit about the importance of the exact positioning of their living room settee. 

Film Score - Superman 3 Rocky 4 (after extra time).

Financial Adviser - A person who, not having any money of his own, advises people who do have money. Exactly what advice someone who hasn’t got any money can offer to someone who has proved he can make money is a question the ones with money might ask themselves before wasting it on advice from a Financial Adviser.

Firkin - A former measure of capacity, the fourth part of a barrel, now only ever used in reference to a small cask for beer and in double entendres in British situation comedies.

Five Mile Sigh Club - The name given to a club whose female members are people who have had sex in an aeroplane when it is five miles high but it didn’t last very long.

Fixtures and Fittings - Household items of a semi-permanent nature (lamp bulbs, curtain rails etc) that people leave behind when they move house, then have to buy anew because the tight-fisted twats who previously owned the property they’re moving into have taken their fixtures and fittings with them.

Flexible Friend - An Inflatable Rubber Woman.

Flagellation - (1) The act of whipping for religious or sexual purposes. (2) A feeling of euphoria brought on by vigorous waving of a flag, especially at Royal Processions. People who insist on doing (2) deserve to have (1) done to them.

Flambe - The act of setting fire to a young sheep.

Flora and Fauna - Flora is a margarine which contains animal fat. Fauna are all animals that haven’t yet been slaughtered to make Flora.

Floral Sex - Sexual intercourse with flowers. Tulips are especially favoured for this activity, Irises less so, whereas Venus Flytraps suck. 

Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) - The hunchbacked founder of the nursing profession. British soldiers who were nursed by her after being wounded in the Crimean War referred to her as ‘The Lady with the Lump’; however in a report of her work published in the Guardian newspaper (then the Manchester Guardian), this somehow became ‘The Lady with the Lamp’.

Fondue Set - Apparatus specifically for burning the inside of one’s mouth with hot cheese. A fondue set is only ever used once before being consigned to the garage or loft along with toastie-makers, vegetable choppers and other various domestic devices that people thought they needed but very soon found out they didn’t.

Football - A team game played with a large round leather (now mostly plastic) sphere. Known as ‘The Beautiful Game’, although whoever coined that expression had obviously not had the benefit of a close look at John Terry and Neil Ruddock.

Football Agent - Piece of shite.  

Four Weddings, a Funeral and Two Jokes - British film. In the same vein as Four Weddings and a Funeral except that there’s one more joke in it.

Freemasonry - Sorry, it’s a secret.

Fred West - Serial murderer. A do-it-yourself enthusiast Fred invented a novel system of cavity wall insulation.

Friends of the Earth - Enemies of the comb, haircuts, soap, shampoo, shaves and body deodorant.

Friends of the Earthquake - Architects, Builders, Glaziers etc.

Friendly Fire - Bullets, shells, rockets etc that always smile and say hello before killing you.

G

Galilei Galileo - (1564-1642) Italian astronomer and physician whose parents didn’t waste too much time on thinking up a Christian name for him.

GCSE - Get Copying Somebody Else’s.

Geisha Girl - A hostess in a Japanese Tea House. Geishas, according to the Japanese, do not offer sexual services, a claim which would be more believable if they didn’t have a cushion fastened to their behinds.

Gene Kelly - Irish chromosome.

Genghiz Khan (1162-1227) - Mongol leader, overran the greater part of Asia, wreaked havoc wherever he went.

Genghiz Khant (1173-1240) - Mongol leader, tried to overrun the greater part of
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